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3 HE 


Author to the Reader. 


Fs T may poſſibly be thought that the Itch of 


<; Writing m this ſcribling Age , bath call'd 
ey me out of my«ſafe retirement , to ſpeak 


ſtained from troubling the World , believing that nothin 
I could ſay would be regarded for the Publick Good, the 


it might to my private damage , it being more eaſie and 


uſual to revenge a ſuppoſed Injury than to achwowledge 


a kindneſs. | | 

T have alſo obſerved that others who have ſtept 
forth before me on the ſame Charitable Account have 
met with worſe than bad Language , and 1 thought it 
better to be warned by their harms than to wiſh 1 had. 


A3 Dut 


= 
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The Author to the Reader. 
But finding the diſturbers of our Peace every day 
more inſolent , and not only to whiſper the poyſon of 
their diſloyal Principles in corners, but publickly own 
them in the face of the Sun , and ſeeing alſo that the 
Succeſs was above what they had any reaſon to expe. 
I thought it was a mighty reproach to us, that they 


ſhould venture more for the run of the Government, 


than I and others durſt for its preſervation. . | 
So trufting on: the Providence of God and the Pro. 
tection of my Prince , I reſolved to do the beſt Tcould 
to ſtop that inundation of Miſery which will certainly 
low if not timely -prevented, \frons thoſe ill Men , 
and ill-Principles ; which have formerly imbroy'd us 
by the ſame Ways and Mears, tho. not upon 7 ſame Oc- 
caftons. na Wb 
The following Diſcourſe then ts deſigned only to that 
End, and 1 F it may have that Effect ty | ſhall deſire 
0 more than my ſhare m that bleſſmg with the rep of the 


Nation: | 


The Perſons for whom Tintend it, are not the Great 
and Learned for they know theſe things better than Tdo, 
but my Conntry Neighbours , who being otherwiſe em- 
ployed-bSe not bad the leiſure that was neceſſary to refle 
vpon theſe things ; and what would be the Event of them, 
but being hurried on by a oreat zeal againſt Popery and 
Arbitrary Government , and believing thoſe men that 


feemed moſ? to declaim. againſt them , were tt moſt 


likely 


an... ce 


4 


Thei Authot: to. the! Reader. 
likely ito ſecure the Nation from thoſe two dreadful 


this , have before they were aware of it , | beyond 
their deſigns or intentions , ſet 15 not only within the 
reach of theſe Mileries , but indangered the bringing 
them on by a Ciyil War , tothe utter Ruin of the Na- 


teens .; 5-5 IT ; 


In the.interim T1 wiſh\ they - would conſider , That , 
ſhould either. Popery or Arbitrary-Governmenc be 
attempted to be impoſed on us , whilſt we ſtood Stoutly 
and Loyally to the Religion Eftabliſh'd and the Mo- 
narchy , the. Deſign would certainly miſcarry together 
with the Author. But onthe other fide , if we ſhould. 
be ſhatter d into Faftions in Religion as we were in the 
Late Rebellion , and every man permitted not only to 
Follow but Teach his own Phancies and Modes of Reli- 
gious 'Worſhip., the Jeſuits would under the diſguiſes 
of ſuch men inſtill what Principles they pleaſed into the 
Common People , and wheedle them into Popery again 
before they knew where.they were, or put them upon other 
things that were full as bad as Popery. | | 


And if we ſhall likewiſe putſue the Old Deſign 
of Changing this Antient Monarchy into a Com- 
mon-Wealth, as it is madneſs to think it can ever 
be done without a ſharp Deſtruftive War , ſo the 
Event of that is the moſt uncertain thing in the 

P22 World 
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The Author to the Reader. 

World; but we are certain if ever it happen , Miſe- 
ries enough will attend it , and there are many. Livmg- 
that- remember what they ſuffered in the laſt; But 
thenit is Ten Thouſand to One if it ends not in. an. Ax« 
bicrary Government , and that a Monarchy too; 
for as no War can be manag'd without a General:, ſo. 
it will not be poſſible when he hath Conquered. others. to. 
wake bim a4 all bis Aſſiſtants ſubmit to them that Em. 
ployed him and them. Aud ſo we-may change our pre-= 
ſent Monarchy for anothex Oliver Cromwell who. 
. was as Abſolute as the: King of ' France: ' But what 
ſhall we getþy that * And again, ſuppoſe we could ſet 
up a Parliament without a King , Would not. this. be an 
Arbitrary-Government * Are not the Gentlemen: of 
Venice as Arbitrary in their way. as the Grand: Seig.. 
neur, 21d the People as much Slaves there as. under. the. 
moſt Abſolute Prince m. the World : Who ſhould-then. 
* Prote&t us fromthe Injury of a'Potent Parliament may 2. 
Who ſhould binder them from Levying what Moneys. they. 
pleaſed upon us , and then dividmg it amongſt themſelves, 
as they did in the Late Times.* can any man imaging they 
would not Divide all, the Placesof Truſt and Profit a+ 
mone ſt themſelves and: their Relations , and-then per- 
petuate their own being as. a Parliament, and ſecure all: 
EleGions to. themſelves. and their Friends, aud ſo make- 
all the reſt of the Nation truckle under- them in Poverty 

| © $43 and: 


The Author to the Reader. 


and Slavery ? what hath been may be , and , which - 
—_— will be if this ſhould happen. 


But on the other fade , ſhould we enter another 
War with our King and be get the Viftory , what 
fould binder bim > og giving us what Laws be 
> ? and we have no reaſon to think he durſt 
he would , reſtore us to that Liberry we now 
Foe: and muſt then be oe to have abuſed... 
And let no man deceive you ſo' far as to perſuade 
you this is improbable , y or though his Majeſties Fa- 
ther did not begin the laſt War, till be- bad loſt. 
all the means Fi a War, yet be reduced. the Par- 
liament to thoſe Streights that they had no other - 
way to ſave themſelves then, but to call m-the- 
Scots, and yet Ireland was imbroyled by the 
Pa ſts, .«nd Scotland byt juſt quieted . after - 

ebellion ; So that wand & thoſe Nations. lent. 


bom the leaſt a ik ance., is there any reaſon. - 
to believe all theſe Accidents will happen together , 


again. 


' But e now 4 Foreiner fo ſtrike in to - 
belp the Weaker fide and Conquer both , what think . 
2] Jou.. 


; and trreſr Page 
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The'Autlior to the Reader.” | 


Thu -of Atbicrary: Government” "Ind ''Popery, 
then 2 W 


For my part I haye thought of it as Seriouſly, As. any 
man, ani'T cannot ſeg how' Popery' can ever 'be ſet 
np azain in this Narion 'by * any other way. ? it being 
one of the ſmalleſt Faftions.m the Natjon and moſt 


hated , and the late Plotters were not ſuch Fools as to 


hope to introduce 1t by any - other means $f - for though a 
Toleration may poſſibly do it \ yet it will take” fo 
much time , and be lyable to ſo many Diſappointwents , 


| That 1 heartily believe their Patience would never have 


held out till it could have been brought about that way, 
but this of © a Forein Conqueſt will work the feat quick: 


-_ 


$4 


Supe now if: the "Y "ro "iy an} hs 
ould - ſettle as now we* are, what recompence 
Wodl we have for all" the *-Blood and Treafurt' it 


would coft us 7 What bath the Nation got by all that 


was ſpent in the laſt but Exciſe: and Chimney-tto* 
ney; 4nd a neceſſity. of maintaining the Expence of 
the Government to the End of the World out of our 
private onter', 3 , now allthe Crown:Lands are Sore.” | 


cn111:200 my 3 ASI IN. 055 
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The Autgr to > the. Reader, 


jr > you vil ig, Who and to Rebel 07 begin - 
aWar * I Anſwer , Every one that endeavours to. 
make the preſent Government uneaſie , ſuſpefted , 
impratticable; Wi thout. 2 a Government we cannot "be, 
nor that without Laws ond Supplies , . and be that 
hinders theſe two from having their due courſe, will 
mtroduce a War Forein | or . Domeſtick , whether. be 
intends it or no... It is ſuppoſed generally, the King. 
cannot long ſubſoſt- without Money", ( how truly 
will not diſpute ) that is, be cannot maintain the Ga- 
vernment ; then. this muſt be had im a legal or an 
ilteoal wa) , or the Government will be ruin'd for. 
want of it. If in an legal way then Arbitrary. 
Government comes in , if it. be Jubmutted to , and a 
War if it be not : So. Jou ſee bere is no way fo avoid 
it, but by opening the Legal ways which perbaps the 
Folly of ſome Men and the Knavery of others would. 


forecloſe. 


But we are not. only in danger of. a 4 Domeflick 
but a Ferem War too,, the King of France takes 
in Flanders apace , and all. the World knows he - 
had been Maſter of it before now , but that his Ma- 
Jefty interpoſed, . Now ſuppoſe be ſhould Conquer 
i and bis Majeſty. not be. able to hinder it for. want 
of Money ,- what ſhall binder him then from invadins 

a 2. | US. 
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The Author to the Reader. 


4 inthe next place, and if we be divided and jea- 
lous each of other and of our King too , What can 
prevent our Ruin? 


But you will ſay, his Majeſty may have Supplies 
if be will comply with his Parliament , and I ſay if 
30u will Chooſe bim ſuch a Parliament as you ought, 
he will certainly camply with it ; but if you Chooſe 
him ſuch men as Ruin'd bis Father by complying 
with them , and they will not ſupply him but upon 
ſuch Terms as he cannot Grant , without Rummg 
the Monarchy and himſelf too, or ( Which is all 


' one) which he believes will have that Effet, he 


will certainly run any Hazard rather than De- 
throne himſelf by bis own Aft, becauſe that is the 
worſt thing that can happen to him, by a Forem 
or Domeſtick Enemy as his Father found by Jad Ex- 


perience. 


So then I muſt conclude , whoever ſhall bring the - 


'Gavernment into theſe Difficulties , deſign a War, in 


which C af: if ſpeedy Care be not taken, an Arbitrary 


Government or a War muſt follow, and it may be 


.both. 


But you will ſay, if the. King will but conſent to 
difinberit the Dake of York , the quarrel is at #7 
| E End, 


a 


The Author to the Reader. 
End. T ſay No, but if the Duke were dead, the King 
| would be in the ſame Condition , for beſides diſinbe- 
riting of the Duke of York , we muſt have none in 
any Office but Sober Proteſtants, Enemies t9 Po- 
pery and Arbitrary Government ; and of this 


they muſt be Judges who call the Religion Eſte-- 


bliſhed Popery, and the Monarchy , an Arbitrary 
Government. And when this is Granted, the 
King muſt have no Guards, no Privy-Counſel- 
lors, no Judges, but what they pleaſe. And a 
Parliament ts ſit till they have done the buſineſs of 
the Nation , and Secured the Proteſtant Religion 
fromall poſſebiliy of being Deſtroyed , or Chang. 
ed : that is, to the End of the World, And when 
he bath Granted all this , he will have notbing more 
to part with but his Life , and long he will not be able 
to keep that neither, - 


So I conclude , he neither can nor will ever Grant 
theſe things , and 1 am morally aſſured that ſuch a 
Parliament as will not be contented with leſs , will 
mfallibly bring on a Change of the Government, 
or aWar in a ſhort time x. Forein or Domeſtick , 
and whoever hath a hand in ſending up ſuch a Par- 


liament, muſt be accountable to God and Manfor the 


Conſequences. | 


But 


1x 


ml 


The Authorto the Reader.” 


But on the contrary ," would or ( when his Ma- 
reſty permits it ) Chooſe honeſt Country Gentlemen, 
that Loye neither the Difſenters ror the, Papiſts, 
' they would. ſecure you and” the Nation from Popery, 
Arbitrary Government, auother War, and a 
(change of the Government , and England ſhould . 
once more become the Ballance of Chriſtendom , 
the Terror of France, the Bulwark of the Re- 
formed Religion , the Foy and Paradifje of the 
. Whole Earth. | | 


The Defien of the following Difcourle , ( how 
well or ill ſoever done) is to ſhew yon how, and 
by whoſe means we were brought into. this Condi- 
tion. Not to Augment your Fears and Jealouſies, - 
but your Sagacity and Prudence , to which the other 
two, are the greateſt. Enemies in the World, . eſpeci- 
ally when they are rot reaſonable, or are preten- 
ded by others to deceive, It is or was, a Cuſtom 
amongſt Huntſmen to hang a long Line full of 
Painted Feathers, and then with that Line to en- 
compaſs a feeding Deer , the poor Animal heing 
equally afraid of the Hunters and the wag ging Fea- 
thers , runs in a round and is ruin'd by her own 
Fears and Jealouſies , where there is no Caufe more 
than by the Real Dangers , which ſhe would eaſily 

| other. * 


| EEE ROE. wet As _ ; | | 
The Author to the Reader, -— xi 
otherwiſe have Eſcaped. -1 ſhall not need to make the 
Applicatim. ; 


That the God of Heaven would be pleaſed to bleſs 
the Work that it may contribute ſomething toÞÞe quiet- 
ing of the Nation, is all Tſhall add, and ſo 


Farewel. 
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TO MY DEAR 


COUNTRY- MEN, 


' AND ALL 


That $ eckybe Proſperity 


ENGLAND. 


=== H O the greatand holy God hath lockt up 
Rj the knowledge of all future and contingent 
(| Events in the facred Cabinet of his own 
nw) Breaſt, in a Light that is unapproachable, 

ISS aa=>z75 in a Silence that is never to be opened, in 
a Receſs that is impenetrable, and unſearchable to the 
oreatelt and moſt i]luſtrious Angel in' Heaven, and much 
more to the pore-blind Sons of Lapfed Adam: yet be- 
fides that, he himſelf is ſometimes pleaſed to give Man- 
kind a general confuſed Notion of what is coming upon 
them, to the zntent they may prepare themſelves by Re- 
pentance to divert, or mitigate his Judgments, or by Pa- 
tience and a generous and Chriſtian Fortitude, to bear 
the Chaſtiſements of this great and holy God for the Sins 
of the World. Beſides this, he in his Providence hath 
endowed Mankind with an excellent diſcurſive faculty, 
which grounding upon what is paſt, and obſerving the 
B tempers 


(2) 
tempers of Men and the State of things that are preſent, 
and comparing them together, the unlearned as far as 

their own memory will reach,or the diſcourſes of others of 
greater Age or Learning may inform them,may with much 
probability conjecture what is coming; and altho ' theſe ' 
foreſights. in the wary, are very obſcure: yet if they 
would conſult their Reaſons at the ſame time, and call 
upon God for his Afiſtance to dire& them, they might 
be of great uſe tothem and to the World, and ptove as. 
they aredeligned to be; great Bleſſings. - 
 -And had God done no more than this for mankind, 
their Obligations had been great and they could only 
have blamed their own wickedneſs or folly , if a Dome- 
ſtick Calamity , ſuch as a Civil War or Rebelſhion had 
overtaken them unawares and without ſome ſort of fore- 
fight of it. But then his Providence hath provided much 
better for us : he hath given us the Story of .the Werld 
from its creation to the fall of the Jewiſh State, the truth 
of which is indiſputable and commonly known, And 
when thoſe inſpired Pen-men ceaſed, he provided others 
in other Countries to continue down the relations of his 
Providence through every Age to that in which we live; 
and they that have made it their buſineſs to ſearch into 
theſe Repoſitories of paſt events, and have by their Con- 
verſation with the better ſort of men been able alſo to 
take a particular Account of their own times, are there- 
by qualified to pals a far more certain judgment, and 
ought as far as they appear honeſt and diſintereſſed, to 
be truſted by the unlearned, and for that End God hath 
raiſed them up, and given them thoſe means of Know- 
ledge, and at their hands he will require the blood of 
thoſe poor harmleſs Sheep they are ſet over, if they do 
miſjead'or not tore-warn them. 

Tho I may much better be rfumbred amongft the 
middle ſort of Men than with the Learned , _—— 

JVEA: 


C3). 
lived ſo obſcure a Life as not to be able to make a cloſe . 
refletion upon the perſons and things that are now upon 
the Stage, and ſo do not look upon my ſelf to be indiſ- 
putably obliged to become a publick Monitor, at a time 
when lI can expett little butReproach, if I be not known, 
and muſt run the hazard of Ruining my ſelf and fa- 
mily, if I be. Yet I cannot prevail upon my ſelf to fit 
ſtill and take patiently the Lot ſhall fall to my ſhare a- 
mongſt the reſt, till IT have made one publick Attempt to 
reſcue my dear Country-men ( if it may be ) outof their 
delufion and danger. : by 

But becauſe the Counſel of Strangers, and ſuch I de- 
fire to be to my Reader, 18and ought to be fuſpeGed, 
till the Deſign of the giver 1s known. TI will tell my 
Reader what, though not wholI am: I was bred a Diſſen- 
ter from the Religion now Eſtabliſhed in the Church of 
Ergland, a great admirer of Parliaments, and taught be- 
times to fear Monarchy and Arbitrary Government : 
and as for Popery, I have ſo great an averſion for it, that 
I never willingly converſed with one of that Religion, and, 
if God permits me. to chooſe. my Company never will. 
But I muſt confeſs,-I have ſeen great reaſon to alter in 
part from what I was; for I have heartily embraced the 
Religion Eſtabliſhed, not out of any worldly Conlidera- 
tion, but purely for its goadneſs. I prefer our Monarchy 
too before all the Governments that now are, or ever 
have been extant” in the World; ſo far as I can know 
them. And I think Parliaments well Choſen and Ating 
prudently, are one of the beſt human Conſtitutions that 
ever the Sun ſhed his beams upon. In fine, if God would 
give me liberty to chooſe the utmoſt that I would wiſh z 
it ſhould be to leave things to my Poſterity as they were 
ſetled upon his Majeſties Return: and greater happineſs 
than this can never betide this Nation, as time will ſhew. 
So that if my Reader finds any thing in theſe Papers _ 

7 O B 2 ot 


(4) : 
doth not agree. with this, he is deſired to look upon it as 
an Error, and to reject and abhor it rather than approve 
of it. | | 

That thePeople of Erglazd are at this day 1nas great 
a ferment as ever any People were in, that were not 
actually ingaged in an Inteſtine War, is a truth ſo appa- 
rent, that I think I may boldly ſpeak it. That this ſtate 
of things is uneafie, uncomfortable, unſafe, I believe 
will not be denyed by any but thoſe who hope for more 
advantage from it, than I do expeCt from the beſt ſtate 
of things in this World that can happen, and thoſe I have 
nothing to ſay to. For the welfare of the reſt I will en- 
quire into. the Cauſes of *theſe Diſtempers, and this will 
lead them and me to the «ure better than any projects 
without jt. T7 : 

_ I fay.thefirſt and great Cauſe of them {next our (ins 
againſt God ) is the diverſity of Religions now protef- 
fl in Ergland, from whence proceeds ſidings and part-- 
making and taking, i1]-will, hatred , contentton , diſlike 
of what is preſent, jealouſie of what may come, one 
party hoping to riſe, another fearing it.may be ſo, and 
pulling it down or endeavouring to keep tt under :'and 
this 1s common to all. | 4 me, 

A ſecond Cauſe is our late Recovery out. of a ſtate of 
things quite contrary to what we now are in, and fo 
our preſent diſtemper may truly enough be ſaid to be 
but the reliques of our forther Malady 3 which have not 
had that due purgation they ought to have had, and have 
been working in the Nation theſe twenty years, tho in 
y_=_ part ſuppreſt by his Majeſties Prudence, and the 

oyalty of his firſt and ſecond Parliament. 

A third Cauſe is the Luxury and Prodigality of the 
preſent Age, which have broughtmany men into want 
who:can ill endure it, and- therefore hope to mend their 
Fortunes by the Ruin of their opulent Neighbours, and 

this 
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this is ſo obvious, I-wonder *tisno more taken notice of. 
This alone brought on the Civil Wars of Rowe, which 
turn'd that State topſey turvey and went near to bring it 
to a final Ruin. | : 

As forthe Pepiſh Ploz, the uncertainty of his R. H. his 
Religion, the want of Lawful Ifjue to inherit after his 
Majeſty, and the like; I Iook upon them as things that 
occaſion rather than cauſe our ſickneſs, and as ſuch I will 
conſider them jn due time. | 

The firſt of theſe cauſes, the diverſity of Religions is - 
ſo apparent, That Foreiners are well acquainted with it, 
and, wiſe menſay, make uſe of it to ſerve their ends up- 
on us, nay ſome ſay by Arts, Penſions, Eniffaries, and ſuch 
like means accendand increaſe them. But before we can 
conſider of a Remedy, we muſt conſider the Cauſe, and 
whence it proceeds, and whither it tends, and what will 
be the Event. - And alſo what number of contending 
parties there is, or diviſions. 

The Religion by Law Eſtabliſhed is the ſame for ſub- 
ſtance that wasſettled in the Reign of Edward the Sixth, 
by the Univerſal Conſent of this Nation, both in Synods 
and Parliaments, and which being fufpended. during the 
Reign of Queen Mayy, was re-eſtabliſh'd by Q. Elizabeth, 
under whom and her Succeſſors it became ſo radicated 
in the Hearts of the Ezgliſh Nation, that after twenty 
yeafs endeavour to rvin it Root and Braxch, by Fire 
and Sword, it revived upon his Mi3jeſties Reſtauration 
and was Reſcetled again with more Honour and Zeal than 
ever, though its Enemies had done their utmoſt to oblige 
the whole Natton-to Abjure it in. the Solemn Leagne and 
Coverant : WAich as they are Arguments of thegoodnefs 
of it, and of God's particular Care for its preſervation, 
{o afe they undeniable Proofs that it is backed by a gron; 
Party of reſolute, wiſe and ſober men, and in it {cl 
agreeable tothe temper and humour of the Exeli/h People, 
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as far as it is fit Religion ſhould beſo, which is to rule. 
and governus, and not to be ruled by us only. 

All that I ſhall infer from hence is, That whoever he 
be that Attempts the Ruin of it, muſt Act contrary firſt 
to the known Laws of the Land, to which every man 
hath given his Conſent by his Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment, and under the profcfhion of which he or his Ance- 
ſtors may have received the greateſt Bleſlings this World 
affords. Secondly, That it never can beeradicated but 
'by Blood and Violence, nor by them neither in likelihood 
without the total ruin not only of the Government, but 
Nation and People that profeſs it. Which are things of 
that Nature, as every Ezgliſh man ought to think of with 
the ſeriouſneſs of a dying man, how much ſoever hemay 
diſlike this Religion : if hedothnot, it will be his Sin, and 
bid fair for his Ruin here-and hereafter. And as to the 
Friends of it, I ſhall ſay -but this, Be Conſtant and of a 
go Courage, and let not the badneſs of your Lives 

ander that Excellent Church whoſe Children you are, 
or profeſs to be, and the Lord himſelf will fight for you 
as he hath hitherto done, to the Amazement of your Ene- 
mies, if they would Conſider it. 

The next contending party are the Papiſis, which are 
firſt, nothing in proportion to the Proteſtants. Secondly, 
Univerſally. ſuſpeted, and hated by all that differ from 
them with ſuch a natural Averſion, That the- Quarrel 
is become National, and never to be extinguiſhed in one 
Age, if it can ever be effected, which I much doubt, 
Thirdly, Nor is this without Reaſon, it being a Religion 
deſtrative of the Intereſt, Honour, Sovegeignty , and 
Wealth of the Ezg/;ſþ Nation, who therefone finally for- 
ook it, as well as for the Badneſs and Imperiouſneſs, the 
Covetouſneſs and Tyranny, the Falſhood and Treachery 
of it and the Diſciples of it : And further F am not at 


preſent concerned with it, 
And 
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And to them that profeſs it, their Intereſt is tobe as 
quiet as they can, and never to Attempt that which can 
never be efteted, but by the Ruin of their Country, and 
their own too, and if nothing elſe will do, it is better 
to forſake than deſtroy their Native Land ; and to this 
the Generoſity of ſome Heaghens have arrived: and if 
I were of that Religion, I ſhould be aſhamed to be out- 
done by them. But Ido not exped what I ſhall ſay will 
have any weight with them, and therefore I will ſay . the 
leſs. | 
As to them of MEChurch of England, I would adviſe 
them to conſult their- own Intereſt ſo far, as to have no- 
thing to do with their. Popiſþ Neighbours, nor any Con- 
verſation with them, which if it were duly obſerved 
might be a better means to reduce them in time, than 
all the Laws that were ever yet made againſt them, and 
would however give the common people who cannot 
diſtinguiſh betwixt kindneſs to the Men and to their Re- 
ligion , great ſatisfaftion, and prevent ſome of the 
grounds of thoſe Reproaches that are oftentimes falſely 
enough caſt at themby the Difſenters, who watch this fa- 
miltarity, and thereby blaſt theReputation of good Men: 
with the Multitude, and too often feign it js where it is 
not. But this Counſel js particularly fit for Women, to- 
prevent perverting;z. for Clergymen, Gentlenien and 
Magiſtrates to: preſerve their Integrity and Reputation: 
with the People : Tradeſmen, Tenants, and the like, may 
do it, as far as the Neceſlity of their Callings require,. 
and no further if they be wiſe : but then this is intended. 
only for my private Opinion, and I will not Condemn: 
thoſe who take it not, nor can Texcuſe thoſe People whoſe 
prejudices have made this Advice ſeem neceſlary , for 
many have hated Popery the more for Converſing with 
Papiſts, | : 
Secondly,, - 
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Secondly, T humbly conceive it is neceflary that the 
Laws againſt the Recuſants ſhould . be conſtantly and 


- equally put in execution: and I think King James com- 


mitted a great Error in Politicks ( though it was an AC 
of great goodneſs) when he ſtopped the Execution of 


all Laws againſt them ugpn his coming to' the Crown 
of Ergland, hoping to win them by gentle means, the 


contrary of which he had like to have found in the Gun- 
powder-Plot, to his Coſt. And'it will ever be looked 
upon with Jealoufie by the common People, to ſee the 
Difſenters puniſhed and the Papiſts ſpared, and there- 
fore the policy of ballancing thoſe two FaRions, 1s juſt 
curing a Eethargy by a Feaver, whereas perfect health 
is only to be found in the abſence of both. And I could 
wiſh we had ſome gentler Law than that of twenty pound 
a Month, fo made, that it might not be in the power of 
any man to ſtop it, the penalty being aſſigned ro the re- 
pairing of Bridges, or ſome other ſuch like Charitable 
Uſe, and to be levied and diſpoſed of in the Countr 
where their Lands ]ye, and a Treaſurer for that purpoſe 
appointed. ne 

The beſt Advice I can give the Diſſenters in this Caſe 
1s, That they would put an End to their old Legerdemain 
of calling all thoſe perſons Papiſts that are not of their 
Religions, becauſe it gives the Papiſts great Advantages 
by making their Party ſeem much greater than it is,-and 
conſequently confirms them in their way to all our da- 
mages. 2, It tends to introduce jealouſies and diſtruſts 
amongſt the common People, which may occaſion ano- 
ther War, as it did the laſt; and which}is the only way 
that Popery ever can be ſetled again in Exgland, and ſo 
is impolitick and fooliſh as well as falſe, but becauſe 
thisis the only end for which they do it, I muſt expe& no 
attention from them : but thoſe men that haye not that 
aclign arethey for whom it is intended. : p 

An 
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And now 1 will in the third place confider the Dil- 
fenters themſelves, which though they are expreſſed by 
one word, yetif they beasked, What their proper Name 
1s 2 they muſt Anſwer with the Demonaick in the Goſpel, 
Legion, becauſe weare many: and which 1s more, have 
mortal feuds amonglt themſelves, and can no more agree 
one: with another than with the Church of England, 
or the Recuſants, if they ſhould once attain what they 
unite for, the Ruin of the Religion and Government 
Eſtabliſhed ; and yet T muſt add more to them, Firjt, A 
conſiderable part of thoſe that may be found within the 
Walls of onr Churches, who have Conformed to pre- 
vent the Penalties of the Law; though they hate the 
Religion they profeſs, or prefer that they do not. Se- 
condly, All thoſe good men who take the Sacrament 
according to the Church of Erzgland, to qualifie them 
for Places of Truſt and Preferment , which when they 
have once gained, they imploy them 'to the Ruin of 
that Church, Thirdly, All thoſe that are diſcontented 
or ambitious, and hope to rife by oppoſition to the pre- 
ſent Government; or at leaſt to be revenged on them 
that ſtand in their way, Foxrthly, All the Semi-con- 
forming Clergy, who to keep their Livings, have com- 
ply'd with the Religion Eſtabliſh'd, tho in their” hearts 
they hate it, and by their ations endeavour toRuine it 
as far as they durft. All which are juſt ſuch friends to 
the Church of Ergland, as Foab was to Abner when he 
took him friendly by the Beard and kifled him. And 
to theſe T will add another ſort who have been deluded 
by the zealous pretences of theſe men for the preſer- 
ving the Proteſtant Religion, and extirpating Popery, 
many of which are of their Party by Accident, and 
hate them as heartily as any that oppoſe them moſt of 
all, and yet through Ignorance and Incogitancy , pro- 
mote their deſigns. If the unfolding all theſe parties 
C. take 
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ke ſome time, I muſt beſpeak the Reader's patience, 
for here our greateſt danger lies, and as we ſucceed or: 
fail, here the Event will fgllow. | | 

My Reader mult not expe& from. me here an Hiſtorical 
Account of the Origine, Differences, or Diviſions that 
are among thefe Dilſenters,, much-leſs a Confutation of 
their Tenets; that is no part of my. buſinefs. Lconſider 
them as a State-FaCttion, and with reference to the Peace 
and Government of Ernglezd,. and. if I can demonſtrate 
that their Uniting, -as they. have ever ſince Sixty, to 
erbroyl us in another War.z. will certainly at one 
time: or ether. have ill effets, though-it is hkely quite 
contrary. to what they intend :: | ſhall then conclude 
that all. men that love themſelves will be fo wiſe as to- 
oppoſe them , and even that thofe amongſt them who 
truly Fear God and. Love their Country , will deſiſt 
from driving on the Deſigns of the Ambitious, and Bloody 
Party any. further, and not pretend the ſecond time, 
That they did.not think fuch. godly men had cheriſhed 
fuch ungodly thoughts; as they ſaid when they ſaw his 
Majeſties Father. Murdered by them before. 

Among theſe Difſenters two parties are to be more el- 
pecially conſidered, the Preſbyteriars and the Independents, 
all the reſt are not worth our taking any notice of, but as 
they joyn with theſe and ſo make up the number, 

Preſbytery was hatched mn Rebellion and a popular 
State and fitted for it, and the whole Scheme of it 1s 
adapted. to. thoſe Ends, and 1s totally inconſiſtent with 
Monarchy, and the Freedoms and Liberties of any Peo- 
ple that are the Friends but will not be the Slaves of 
their Clergy : and accordingly where ever this Religi- 
on: hath ſet its foot into the Territories of any Monarch, 
Rebellion hath ever followed, as Dr. Hezliz bath proved = 
at largez and this 1s not ſo much the deſtiny of Pre/- 
bytery , as a n<ceflary cffc& of its 11] principles, which 

are 
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are the ſame with thoſe of Popery, only the one ends 
in an Eccleſtaſtical Monarchy, of which the Pope as 
Chriſt's Vicar here on Earth and Succeſfor to S. Peter, 
is the Head, And the other in a Conſiſtory or Synod, 
made up of amixture of Clergy-men and Lay-Elders. 
But they are both accountable to none but God, free 
from, all SubjeQion to Princes in matters of Religion, 
and which 1is yet worſe, pretend a Charter from Hea- 
| ven to compel the Kings of the Earth to become the 
Executioners of their Decrees whether they like them 
or not, upon pain of Excommunication and Depoſi- 
tion. And both of them have ſet the People above their 
Princes, and pretend, That the Powers that are, are not 
Ordained of God, but introduced by force or ſubtilty, 
or the conſent and paQts ot their people, and accordingly 
are accountable and puniſhable upon Mal-Adminiſtra- 
tionz of which the Pope on the one hand, and. the 
Confiſtory or Synod on the other are the Judges. And 
the conſequences of theſe things are not difficult to fore- 
ſee or at leaſt will quickly be found by experience , and 
then, though Popery aroſe by degrees in a dark and di- 
ſtrated Age, and fo was received ; it is no wonder if this 
young upſtart which ſprang up ſo lately in the Vallies 
of Geneva, meets with leſs welcom from Crowned Heads, 
and the Scotch man was not much ont when he faid all 
Kings were infenſiſumi Evangelii hoſtes , the irreconcile- 
able Enemies of the Goſpel, by which laſt term he only 
meant the Preſbyteriaw# Diſcipline : and fuch they muſt 
continue as Jong as they mean to be Maſters of their 
Power, and free from the Cenſures of their own Sub- 
Jes. 

But Preſbytery is not only troubleſome to Princes, but 
to SubjeRs too, if they value their own Liberty ; for 
when this Scepter- is once received as by Divine Right, 


it provesa Rod of Iron. Por every little Vicar with 
©-2 | the 
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the afliſtance of a Grave $Shoe- maker , and a Reverend 
Taylor or Weaver, that can neither write nor read, it may 
bez but to be ſure, that are unacquainted with the 
Language of the Beaſt, hall then convent before them 
the beſt Gentleman or Gentlewoman, Knight, Lord or 
Lady that lives in the Pariſh, and with much: Authority 
and little Law or angie: proceed. againſt. them for 
Dancing, ſuing a more godly Brother, or any ſuch like 
unchriſtian wickedneſs, and this. being duely confide- 
red by the /onug Parliament Gentlemen, tho they had 
ſworn: to do the feat, when they had. need of. the Scots, 
yet they deſire tobe excuſed, when the Aſſembly of Dj- 
vines. preſs'd them to ſettle it as of Divine Inſtitition, 
and clapt ſo many. reſtrictions and*qualifications on their 
darling Diſcipline, as they were. never able to digeſt, by 
which means it miſcarried. then, and believe it is never 
likely again to come fo.near a ſettlement as it was then. 

So that I. may. ſafely. aſſure any man it is morally im- 
poſlible now, ever to ſettle Preſbytery in England ; wi:;ch 
muſt pull. down the Monarchy and the Church of E-- 
gland in the firlt place, and then Conquer all the other 
FaQions- that were too [trong for it before, and Popery 
too, before ever it. can hope to. be ſctled as I ſaid here. 
And when theſe great things are to be brought about, 
or by which ways, I am not concern d to enquire. 

Tndependency ſprung. out of the former as a luxuriant 
ſucker from theroot of a Tree , and giving more liberty 
both to. Princes and private mey, who were at thcir 
choice, whether they would hſt' themſelves in their Con- 
gregations Or No; and not pretending to rival the Par- 
liament or the General by a National Platform: every 
holder forth defiring- only to head his own Congre. | 
gation, and to order all things by the Vote of the 
major part of the Aſſembly 3 ſoon over-topped good 
Sir Johz Preſbyter, brought him under, and treated him and 

hrs. 
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his Aſſiſtants in the ſame manner as they two in conjun- 
tion had treated the Biſhops and the Loyal Party, then 
call'd Maligants before. And ſo advancing the Banner 
of a general Toleration to all the Hereſfies and Schiſms 
that could poſſibly be introduced or invented, 'and 
| puniſhing no ſort of men whatſoever, but Church of 
Exgland men and Papiſis - and under this all the reſt had 
their full ſwinge, till Foreigners took notice, there 
was above 140 ſeveral FaCtions, and Herelies, beſides 
a (ſtanding Army of 30000 men: Arbitrary Tyranny, 
Monyes-levied without Parliaments, Princes and pri- 
vate men murder'd by High Courts of Juſtice, againft 
Law and Reaſon, and finally all that Confuſion, Opref- 
fion and Diſorder, that a finful Nation had deſerved by 
a proſperous Rebellion. Till in ſhort the meaneſt per- 
ſons in the Nation ſaw that nothing could prevent their 
Ruin but the recaliing of their-King, and the reſetling 
that Religion which theſe godly Rebels had ſworn to. 
root up. And ſo Indeperdency and Presbytery fell both. 
of them again under Monarchy and Epiſcopacy. 

Thus ended the laſt Rebellion, in the Year 1660, to 
the general Joy and. Satisfaction -of the Erg/;fþ Nation, 
the Authors of it, after all the Villanies and Treaſons 
they had been guilty of, and perpetrated in the pre- 
cceding twenty Years, having gained nothing but the 
deteſtation of the People, and a dreadful expeRation 
of Bis Majeſties Revenge for the Blood of his Father 
and all his Loyal Subjedhs, which had been ſplit in that 
abominable War. But this: Prince returned with other 
thoughts, and contradicted the Old Obſervation. Suet. Tibers 


- : Cap. $9. . 
Regnabit ſanenine-multo 0 


Ad Regnum quiſquis venit ab exilis, 


He that once Exil'd comes to Reign 
With too much Blood histimes wall ſtajn. _y 
78; 
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"This they had reaſon to fear , becauſe they had ſo much 
deſerved it, and this they did -aQtually dread as much 
ar ever men did , but his Majeſty was 1n as much pain as 
they, till an A& of Oblivion and Indemnity was not only 
offer'd, but in ſome ſort preſt upon the Parliament, and 
paſſed to his Majeſties great SatisfaCtion, and their great 
Security. And who now could have expected but thar 
being thus reinſtated in their Lives and Fortunes , they 


' ſhould have been the moſt Loyal and Dutiful Subje&s 


in the World, and by that have made ſome amends for 
their former Crimes ? But tho the King had forgiven 
them, they could not find in their hearts to forgive 
either him or his Friends: as I ſhall preſently ſhew you. 
When in the mean time that Parliament having finiſhed 
the great Work they met about, and reſtored the King 
to his Right, the three Nations to their Peace and An- 
cient Liberties and Immunities, was at laſt diffolved b 
his Majeſty, that another might be called by the King's 
Writ, in a more regular and lega] manner; which was 
impoſlible when this met, the King being then in Exile. 

In the Interim his Majeſty had reduced the Liturgy 
of the Church into Ufe in his own Royal Chappel, 
and as for the rſt of the Nation, the old Sequeſtred 
Clergy being only reſtored to their rightful Livings, 
and the Vacancies of the dignified ger ,/ filled up, his 
Majeſty left all men to their liberty of doing as they 
pleaſed. So that the Service of the Church was per- 
formed according to the particular will and humors of 
the People or Prieſt, in ſome places the whole Liturgy 
being uſed, and in others a part, andin others none: 
Yet for all that, theſe godly men could not reſt, though 
they had then as perfe& a Liberty of Conſcience as could 
be defired. I was then a Child, anddid not make thoſe 
Obſervations that I have ſince, yet I remember this 
happen'd in the place where I then lived, There were 
two 
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two Churches in that Town, and the Church of Ezgland 
Party had one and the Diſlenters bad the other by agree- 
ment, but preſently after they repenting, got the Key 
of the other Church on a Sunday morning, and would 
not have permitted the Church-Party to have had any 
Service at all 3 which might haye ended ill enough, if 
ſome Gentlemen of good prudence had nat interpoſed, 
and by theie; Authority taught theſe meek Dillenters 
more Modeſty. By which you may ſce what they would 
have done, if the Power had ſtill been in their hands, 
and what we might have expected from them, and how 
unjuſt all their after-Clamours againſt the Biſhops and 
Government for ſettling Religion as it now ſtands, are: 
and by this little Story, the Truth of which hundreds 
yet living can atteſt, you may clearly ſee what would 
have followed, it this Liberty had been continued but a. 
few years more.. | : 

In the interim tze whole Nation was employed in 
making EleQions to ſerve in the next Parliament, and fo 
great was every bodies ſatisfaftion in the proceedings of 
theſe Loyal Gentlemen in the former Parliament , and 
the Reputation of the Diſſenters at ſo low an Ebb 
with all the World, that however induſtrious they were 
to recommend their old confiding men, the Choice fell 
generally upon the Kings Friends, the Members of the 
former Parjiament. And it was well for Exgl/ard that 
it did fo, for the King was ſcarce well ſettled in his 
Throne, and the difcontented Difſenters having at laſt 
recovered out of the Amazement the Change had caſt- 
them into, were hard at work under-hand, to rally up- 
their ſcattered Forces, and revive their drooping Spi- 
rits; to. this. end, the Murderers. of the Late King 
were recommended to.the: People gs Martyrs, after they 
had fuftered as Traytorsz and not. contented with the 
Liberty of the Churches , [private Conventicles were 

| I kept 
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kept in Houſes ; and great numbers of People Afſem - 
bled on that Account, and fad Stories were told of the 
badneſs of the times , and whole Books of Prophefies 
and Prodigies printed to make the People more compli- 
ant with them, and averſe to their Governours. 

So that had this Patliament given- them the leaſt en- 
couragement, we had certainly returned into our former 
State of Hoſtility, and the King been brought to fight 
with his own Subje&s for the Crown, for from that day 


' the King quitted the old ſcores by a Pardon, they plot- 


ted to ruin him that had ſaved them. And not long 
aſter ſet afoot the obligation of the Solexrm: League and 
Covenant, as the likelieſt Inſtrument to effe& this Great, 
this Good End. So impoſhble it is for theſe Sober Profe- 
ftants, to be oblieged by an Act of Grace a Prince can 
do for them ; and ſo impoſlible it is they ſhould be quiet: 

In May 1661. the Long Loyal Parliament met, about 
which time his Majeſty: ordered a Conference betwixt 
ſome of the Epiſcopal Divines and the Diſlenters, to 
Review the Liturgy, and to make ſuch alterations as 
ſhould be thought neceſſary, and to make ſuch additio- 
nal forms alſo as were ſuitable to the ſeveral parts of 
Worſhip. And in the' mean time deſired that they 
would uſe as much of the Old Book as they had no 
Exception a gainſt; and declared, That in Compaſſion 


. to divers of his good Subjefts, who ſcrupled the Ulſe 


of it as then it was 3 none ſhould be puniſhed or trou- 
bled for not uſing it, until it was reviewed and effe- 
Qually reformed. Inſtead of which the Diffenters pub- 
liſhed a New-Litzrey conſiſting of 76 2xarto Pages, with 
a lamentable Petition, appealing thereby from the King 
and Biſhops to the People. So. that the King and 
Parliament ce __ was to be done with them, 
made an A& for Uniformity to commence from S. Bar- 


tholomew, 1662, and. publiſhed the Liturgy as 1t now 
ſtands 


(>) 


- ſtands. . Upon which they began a formal Schiſm, ſet up 
Teacher againſt Teacher, Congregation againft Congre- 
gation 3 and by all the Arts 1maginable, endeavoured 
to lay the foundations' of another War. And herein 
the Diſſenters Joyned 'with the Papiſts in the Houſe of 
' Lords, and mutually attempted to hinder the Settle- 
ment. 

But becauſe all theſe littl Arts were likely to be of 
ſmall force without hands to back them, they began to . 
ſollicit the Soldiery which was then a foot, many of 
which began to apprehend the Trade was then going 
down, and the Nation might be ſettled fo as there might 
be no further uſe of” them. But the Miniſters of State ſent- 
ing this Deſign betimes, put the Houſe of Commons the 
21 of November, 1661. upon a Vote, To defire the Lords 
concurrence in a Petition to his Majeſty to iſſue out a Pro- 
clamation for diſarming the dicbanded and caſt ier'd Officers 
and Soldiers, and to Command them to depart from, and 
0t to approach within twenty miles of this City, for ſuch 
time as his Majeſty (hould think fit. To which the Lords 
Aﬀented, and named Sx, as the Commons did Twelve of 
their Members to attend his Majeſty for that purpoſe: 
But the Ezehteenth of December, the Cold-Streamers and 
other Soldiers, that ſerved under the Lord General Monk 
at his coming out of Scotland into England, deſired the 
Commons Opinion, Whether in. their Vote and Addreſs to 
his Majeſty ( before mentioned ) they were included 2 
To which they agreed to reply, They werent : and de- 
lired the Concurrence of the Lords. But at a Confe- 
rence held the next day with the Upper Houſe , the 
Lords replyed, They could not concur. 1. His Majeſly 
having granted his Licence to thoſe who had been recommen- 
ded by the (General, And there being ſome who Were 
not to be truſted. 2. And rhe Lord Chancellor tur- 
ther declared, That the ſame did concern things of a high 

| D 
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and dangerom nature, and that there had been a Real De- 
fign which had been forming ever ſimce March laſt , to di- 
ſturb the Vzion and Peace of the Kingdom , and named 
ſeveral of the parties engaged, with the ,manner and 
contrivance of their Traiterous Deſign, and the pro- 
oreſs they had from time to time made therein: and al- 
though their Deſigns were at prefent diſordered, as to 
the effeting of them in the Town, to which End they 
had made a general invitation of disbanded Officers and 
 Souldiers ; and other diſaffected perſons to reſort hither, 
about the Eleventh of. this Month ;. yet they were ſtill 
. practiſing to gut the ſame in Execution in the Countrey. 
And hereupon the Lords appointed a Committee of 
Twelve of their own Houſe, and deſired an anſwerable 
number of the Commons to be joyned with them, who 
might (during the receſs ) examine the ſaid Trayterous 
Deſigns and report jt to the Houſe, with ſuch Expedi- 


ents as they ſhould find neceſſary for preventing and ſup- 
he 


preſſing thereof, and ſecuring the Peace of the Nation 
in this junRure of Afﬀairs. To which the Commons 
agreed, and appointed Twerty four of their Members to 
be joyned to the Committee appointed by the Lords, 

And when this failed , inthe Year 1662. they wrought 
ſo much upon his Majeſties Compaſſion, as to diſpoſe 
him very much to have granted them a Toleration the 
fecond time, which being perceived by the Parliament, 
they tendred ſuch Reaſons to the contrary, as made the 
Deſign for that time miſcarry, and fo all things went ac- 
cording to the Ad of Uniformity. 

The Preſſes in this time alſo were peſtered ( as now 
they are) with ſuch numerous ſwarms of Libels, that 
his Majeſties Life and Reputation, Authority and Go- 
vernment,. were- much endangered - and I remember in 


that time a Pamphlet was ſtopped at the Prefs, which 
| recom- 
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recommended to the People the Example of Ehud who 
ſtab'd the King of Moab, as an Heroick attempt. To 
prevent which inconventencies, this Loyal Parliament 
paſſed on A, the Preface of which being ſhort 1s as fol- 
loweth: | | 


\ A 7 Hereas the well Government and Regulating of 
| Printers and Printing-Preſſes is matter of publick. 
Care, and of great Concernment, eſpecially conſidering, that by 
the general Licentionſneſs of the late times, many evil diſ- 
poſed perſons have been enconraged to Print and Sell Here- 
tical, Schifmatical , Blaſphemous , Seditions and Treaſo-' 
mable Books , Pamphlets and Papers ; And ftill do continue 
ſuch their Onlawful and Exorbitant PradGices ( mark theſe 
words ) to the high Diſhonour of Almighty Gad , the en- 
dangering the Peace of the Kingdom, and rai[ing a diſaffe- 
tion to his Moſt Excellent Majeſty and his Government. 

For prevention whereof, no ſurer means can be deviſed, 

than by reducing and limiting the number of Printine- 
Preſſes, and by Ordering and Settling the ſaid Art or My- 
ſtery of Printing by A of Parliament : which A& being 
ſince Expired, all as inconveniencies are returned upon the 
Nation with ſo much the more Violence as the Reſtraint hath 
inraped the Diſtemper ; many of the worſt Books that were 
Printed in the late Rebellion, being Reprinted as New 
Books. And to all the Malice of the preſent Time, all that 
of the intermediate betwixt the Making aud Expiring of the 
ſaid Att being added 5 and now at once ſent ont to infed the 
Nation. 

Whether this be a good way for Diſfenters ta expreſs 
their pretended Love and Loyalty to his Majeſty, and 
whether the Countenancing this can be intended for any 
2ther End but the begerting another Rebellion, let the 
Reader judge ? " | 


The 


Cap. 4. 
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The number of Diſſenting Teachers, who were either 
deprived of their il|-gotten Livings, to reſtore the 
Rightfull Owners who were then living; or hid de- 
prived themſelves by refuſing to Subſcribe or take 
Epiſcopal Orders, was great without doubt : and theſe 
almoſt all of them forthwith took up the Trade of 
Conventickling , fo that the Nation 1n general, but 
eſpecially London and the great Towns became rarely 
well ſtocked with that fort of Out-Lyers, who under 
pretence of Texder . Conſciexces, did at their Meetings 
contrive Inſurre@ions as Jate Experience hath ſhewed, 


as the Words of the Statute are, To prevent which 


growing and dangerous praRices of Seditious SeCtaries, 
and other Diſloyal Perſons, an AG pafſed in the 16th; 
Year of his Majeſties Reign, for the puniſhing of thoſe 
Diſorders, | | 

And it was high time this Care ſhould be taken, for 
the next Year, 1665. the Lord Chancellor gave an Ac- 
count by Letter to the Juſtices of the Peace, of a Plot 
what was then diſcovered , the Words of which Letter 
are as followeth. 


His Majeſty being well aſſured the Confeſſion of ſome 


deſperate perſons lately apprehended, and by other Cre- 


dible Informations , That notwithſtanding all his . Maje- 
ſties unparalleld Lexity and Mercy towards his SubjeFs 
ſor their paſt Offences how great ſoever, there are ſtill a- 
. mongſt thew matiy Seditions perſons, who inſtead if being 
ſorry for the ill they have done, are ſiill contriving by all 
the means they can, to involve the Kinedom in a New 
Civil War, and in order thereunto have made Choice of a 
ſmall Number, who under the Title of a Council hold Cor- 
reſpondence with the Forcin Enemies to this Kingdom, and 
+ 4/9 their Orders to ſome ftenal men of their Party in 
the ſeveral Counties, who have provided Arms, and Liſted 
zen to be ready upon any ſhort warning to draw together 

| anto 


(21) 
into a Body, by which with the help which they promiſe them” 
ſelves from abroad, they preſume to be able to do mmch Miff 
cheif.,And after gives DireQions how this ſhould be pre- 
vented, amongft which one was; To free the Country 
from Seditious and Unlawful Meetings and Conventicles. 
The End of which Meetings is ( as the Letter goes on) 
as appears by ſeveral Examinations and Confeſſions, to con- 
firm each other in their Malice againſt the Government , and 
in making ColleTions for the ſupport of thoſe of their Party, 
who are Liſicd to appear in any deſperate undertaking, the 
very time where of they have deſigned, &c. This Letter 
bears date the Thirtiech of March, 1665. By which 
you may at once ſee how reſtleſs theſe Braminghan Pro- 
teſtants were then to have involved the Nation in- a 
War again, and what uſe they made of the Conventicle- 
Meetings and what the People were there Taught; yet 
was it not now Five Years ſince his Majeſttes Return, 
and. moſt Gracious Pardon. | | 
But this Contrivance failing of its expected Event, 
they plyed their buſineſs diligently in all Corporations 
that ſend Burgeſles to Parliament,. in which places they 
diſtilled the poyſonous Principles of Schiſm and Re- 
bellion, 1nto the hearts of his Majeſties Subjects, to'the 
great dangerof the Church and Kingdom : As the Pre- 
face of the Ac madeagain(t this, exprefleth it. And there 
the main deſign was, That as the members of that Par- 
Jtament ſhould die, they might by the help of theſe 
Seduced Inhabitants and Free-men, get men Choſen in- 
to their places of other Principles, and how they have 
ſucceeded in this I need ſay nothing. And at the fame 
time they induſtriouſly wrought on the Yeomanry and 
inferior Freeholdersof the Counties, blaſting the Repu- 
tationof the Loyal Gentry as Men of Arbitrary Principles, 
and crying up thoſe of their own Party gs moderate men, 
the eff. ts of which were very conſpicuous afterwardsths 
Bot much regarded then. Be= 


17 Car. 2. C..2. 


Before I diſmiſs this Statute I muſt therein take notice 
of the Oath they are thereby required to make, which 
Is this : 


-7 A.B. DO Swear , That it -is not lawful upon 
FJ any P:etence whatſoever to take Arms againſt 
' the King: and that J do abhoz that Trayte- 
ous Poſition. of taking Arms by his Authozity 
againſt his Perſon; 02 againſt thoſe that are Com- 
miſſion'd by him, in purſuance of ſuch Commiſ- 
ſions, And that J will not any time endeavour any 
—_— of Government, either in Ehurch oz 
ate, | 


Now though this is ſo ealieand reaſonable that a man 
can ſcarce conceive any Subject of England ſhould refuſe 
It, yet I never knew any of this ſort of men give the 
King ſo much Aſſurance of their Loyalty as the taking 
itz which isas plain a Declaration of their Intentions as 
any man could wiſh. For he that will not Swear the 
Unlawfulnes of taking Arms againſt his King, when he 
is required 'by Law fo to do, doth thereby plainly de- 
' clare hethinks it Lawfu), and then he will never fear to 
think it Expedient , when he conceives it Safe. He that 
huggs that Trayterous Poſition there mentioned, in his 
boſom, is Loyal becauſe he dares be no otherwiſe, and 
ought no more to be endured in any place than a decla- 
red Enemy. And what can any Government expect: 
from him that denies that Negative Affurance of Not ex- 
deavouring an Alteration of it ? had theſe men had no 
other Deſigns but that of ſerving God according to their 
Conſciences, and living quietly under the Government, 
though they could not comply with it , they would have 
rejoyced at an Opportunity of this Nature, to expreſs 
their Innocency, But the refuſing it is a plaindeclara- 

| tion 
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tion that neither the Peace of tlie King or Kingdom, 
nor the Government in Church or State ſhall continue 
longer than, till they have got force enough to de- 
ſtroy or alter them. And fhall any man need a greater 
demonſtration of their Reſolutions to Rebcll again when 
time ſhall ſerve? | L | 

In 65. and 66. God vilited tbe ſins of this Nation. 
with a dreadful Plagne, whereia Londoz ſmarted molt of 
all, and in September 66. God permitted a deſtroying Fire 
to follow it, which laid a confiderable part of that popu- 
 Jous City in Aſhes; the difſenting Miaiſters ( as Mr. 
Baxter acquaints us in his Laf# Apology ) took the oppor- 
tunity of theſe two Signal Judgments , and the. Conſter- 
nation the People were then in, to pulh their Deſigns 
forward, which they might do with the greater ſafety, 
becauſe of the Confuſion that attended theſe two Cala- - 
mities, and he faith that from that time forward, the Peo- 
ple became more addicted to them- than before. So that 
Scourge, which, as far .as man can or may judge, was ſent 
upon them for the Sins of the former Rebellion, was 
made by them a means of diſpſtong them to commit the- 
ſame Sins over again, when time and opportunity ſhould 
ſerve. But in the interim things went (ſmoother after 
this; the People attending to re-build what the Fire had- 
walted, and to enjoy the Fruits of the Peace made with 
the Dutgh after a ſharp War. 

Andnow if any man will but refle& upon what Thave- 
ſaid, and add toit what he may poſibly rememher of the: 
Times T have thus ſhortly repreſented ; He will cally 
ſee that from the Time his Majeſty ſet his Foot upon the 
Ezeliſh (hores at his Return ; they fell to work to con-. 
trive his Ruin, and that nothing hath. hitherto. prevented: 
it but the Loyalty of the two firſt Parliaments, and the- 
unwillingneſs of the People to ingulph. themſelves pre-. 
{ently in thoſe Calamities they had fo lately eſcaped out 
ofs; 
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of ; nor hath his Majeſty failed on his part to improve 
theſe two great advantages, to the ſettling of the Go- 
vernment both in Church and State, and to the repairing 
thoſe devaſtations which the War, Plague and Fire had 
made. | | 
[ intend not a Hiſtory of all their Proceedings, for 
which I am no ways qualified, having lived all. my Life 
a private man in the Countrey, and converſed more 
with Ancient than Modern Books, but a Diſcourle for 
the benefit of them who have not refleted ſo much .on 
theſe things as they might and ought to have done 3 and 
therefore I ſhall beſhorter in my Accounts of the fol- 
lowing times, and the - firſt thing I will take notice of is 
his Majelties Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience 
or a Toleration, which bears date the Fifteenth of 
March, 167:. m_ 
The Pacquet This Declaration was promoted chiefly by the Lord 
of Adviceto Clifford who wasa Roman Catholick, and preſently cloſed 
| \- uri with by the Ear] of Shaftsbury, and as greedily embraced 
46-19. by the Diſfenters in general as any thing could be, and 
hath ſince appearcd to be as ſubſervient to their Intereſt 5 
yet Coleman's Letters, and many of the Informers in the 
late Plot, having opened their Eyes a little, now all 
the blame 1s thrown upon the Papiſts, and the World 
made b<lieve asfar as men can be periuaded out © of their 
Senſes, That as the whole Contrivance was Bopiſh, lo 
the Diſſenters foon found 1t was ſo, and therefore the 
Presbyterians eſpecially preſently ſuſpefted the kind- 
neſs, and like wiſe men cloſed yith the Conformiſts; 
and refuſed the bait however ſ{pectous it ſeemed , when 
they ſaw the hook that lay underir, as one of that Party 
Preface to the tells us, which Dr. St:Vingfleet Confutes by quoting 
7 oa paſſages out of their own Books Printed in that time, 
tion, pag. 22> and faith. That he was ſo far from believing that they then 
4: wit cloſed with the Conſormiſts , that he dated the Presbyterian 


Separation 
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Separation chiefly from that time. For did they not talks 
ont Indalgences (- as he goes on) build Mecting-Placee, 
and keep up Separate Congregations ever ſixce? and a little 
after the  Ejeed Miniſters thez reſorted to Cities and Cor- 
porations,” not to ſupply the neceſſities of thoſe who wanted 
them, bat to gather Churches amoneſt them. Ten Non-cor- 
forming Miniſters reſorting to one City where there was not 
above Thirty or Forty Perſons, who yeſuſed to come to 
| Charch. | E 

This Declaration was ſo ſtourly oppoſed by the Par- 
liament which met. the Foxrth day of February follow- 
ing, that at laſt his Majeſty tho very unwilling, yielded 
to cancel itz but notwithſtanding there was ſcarce any 
Execution of the Laws apainſt them, till in Ja»aary or 
February 16 7*. his Majeſty Commanded the Laws ſhould 
proceed againft them, ſo that for Four whole Years 
they had no conſiderable Trouble given them, nor in- 
deed have the Laws been generally at any time fince 
Execated againſt them. Now what uſe have they 
made of this Favour? Firf, They have endeavourd 
to perſuadg the World, That his Majeſty was drawn 
on to his by Popiſh Counſels, who defigned. thereby 
the Ruin of the Proteſtant Religion: without ever 
taking notice of his Majeſties natural Inclination to Pi- 
ty and Compaſhon. And that one of the Chief Pro- 
moters of ir the Earl of Shaftsbury, neither now.is nor 
ever was reputed a Papiſt, but a great Friend and Fa- | 
vourer of the Diſfenters. Secoxd/y, They made it their 
buſineſs by Perjuries, ſplitting of Free-hoids into Atoms 
for a ſmall time, purchaſing Votes, Threats and Pro- 
miſes, to draw in as many as was poſlible to give their 
. Votes for ſuch men as they ſhould recommend to them 
for Parliament Men. AndIneed not tell you what fort ' 
of Men they are, but by this means they have made 
Parliaments almoſt totally impracticable, and. at — 

E | that 
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that Long-Loyal Parliament to Act ſo much unlike it ſelf, 
That his Mzjeſty who (to ule the Earl of Shaftsbury's L1n- 
guage in his Speech at the opening of the Schon of. 
Parliament, the Foxrth day of February, 7+. ) for many. 
Years Lived with it , with all the Careſſjes of a-bappy Mar- 
riage, was yet at leneth forced to. give her a Bill of Divorce 
er ſie bad loſt that Lojalty and Afetion and Datiful 
ehavieur which She had before. ſhewed towards, him 5 By 
the procurement off thoſe Diſſenters, and thoſe they had. 
{hufled in apon the ſeveral Deaths: that happen'd during 

. the many yeats that Parliament was kept a foot. - » 
Thirdly, By the means. of this Toleratton «they drew: 
off ſo ,many who before Complyed with the Religion 
Eſtabliſhed, that they have ever ſince had the confidence 
to boaſt of their numbersas equal at leaſt, to the Confor- 
miſts. And though. this is certainly. falſe :. yet by the 
means.of it their numbers are really bigger than other- 
wiſe they would be, for. many men obſerving how 
ſtrangely they. had recovered themſelves out of that 
low Condition .they were in when his Majeſty. firſt re- 
turned, and eaſily conjefturing from thence that poſlib- 
ly they may bein a fhort time able to try tir ſtrength 
with the King in the Field, kave j>yned with them as 
far as they. might without the danger of Law, to be- 
ſpeak their favour 1n the next Rebellion, who yet keep 
their Churches in the mean time, and are as hot in their 
diſcourſes againſt the Difſenters (if none. of them be 
preſent ) as any body elſe need ro be. So in the Choice 
of Parliament men, in Jurtes and all other occaſions : 
where there 1s no danger of penalties, they are for the 
_ Difſenters, and in all, the reſt they are for the Church 
of Erzgland, and in theſe Hypocrites or Knaviſh Poli- 
' ticians, their chief ſtrength doth conſiſt, many of which 
as they had never been gained over to them without the 
Toleration, ſo if ever their Aﬀairs ſink, they will ſhew 
| | ' | them. 
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them they are of his mind who ſaid the would becotn® 
part of the prey of. the Conqueror : andit will be_ten 
to one if at Jaſt thoſe Criples be not really hamſtring'd 
and madetohalt in good earneſt, but however the, mi- 
ſeries of another Civil War, if 'it happens, will revenge 
the Folly of them that thus promote it. And God grant 
theſe men may have a double portion of it, if it muſt be. 
But beſides theſe little Politicians, there 1s another ſort 
who thothey have conformed ſente in part, as far as once 
a month, or the Sermon, with now and then a ſnip of 
the Book of Commyn- Prayer with it, inſtead of Muſtard 
and Vinegar, which you know a man would be loth to 
be always ty'd to. And'others by degrees noc finding 
the State of their bodies much damnified by Conformity, 
and the bodies of their Eſtates bettef ſecured for the pre- 
ſent at leaſt, have more intirely ſubmitted, yer neither of 
theſe out of any ſincere Love to the Religion Eſtabliſh'd, 


but as Mr. Baxfer tells us, 'Ti a forced Conformity or © Hy- 4pol. for the 
pocriſie, which doth bit paint our Churches -with the Orna. N0*-©01-2-90- 


ment of mens Companies, and that as it profiteth not their 
Souls (no be fure of it as long as there 18 one threat in 
allthe Goſpel againſt Hypocrites ) So ( as he learnedly 
goes on ) they are only Inſtruments to undermine wu, for for- 
ced unwilling Conformiſts will turn againſt gs , as ſoon 
as they have opportunity. You ſee what 1s to be expected 
- from ſuch men, and he gives a good reaſon for it, which 
1s, That if weimpriſan men in our Churches they will be ſtill 
ſeeking to get out. Where*not almoſt all the Weſtminiter 
Aſſembly Epiſcopal Conformable men (he means before the 
ar began, and whilſt it was not fafe to be other- 

. Wiſe, that 1s unwilling forced Conformiſts, which 1s 
Hypocrites in his Opinion) wher they came thither & 
And did not almoſt al the People of the Land Conform 
before the Wars & and yet ( as he tells us truly ) #hey 
did us never the more Service, nor the leſs diſpleaſure. And 
E 2 wher? 
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where is the wonder of all this that they that are falle to 
God and their own Souls ſhould be falſe to their Prince, 
and to their Neighbours ? But I would entreat Mr. Bax- 
ter to try his Memory once more, and it may poſlibly 
inform him that though: the Pres4yterians hand-faſted 
theſe Gentlemen by the Solewn Leagne and Covenant, yet 
that would not hold them neither, but ſome of them 
proved as falſe to the Coveranters as they were before to 
tbe Conformiſts ,-and that even of the Aſſembly-men : 
Are not theſe a worthy ſort of Peopleto truſt to ? and 
yet if theſe were taken out of the Poll-Books of the 
Noxconformifts, the remaining numbers would be much 
teſs than,the Hearty Conformiſts, And let him furcher 
conſider that which fixed thele to them in the late Wars, 
was the Succeſs that attended the Rebellioz, and that if 
in another, things ſhould not go after the ſame manney, 
as no man can ſay they will, theſe Hypocritical Conform- 
ing-Non-Conformiſts will certainly leave their morefincere 
Brethren, ( who now reuſt in their Numbers) in the 
Lurch, and I need not tell. Mr. Baxter what the Caonſe- 
quence of that may be; for he remembers very well, 
how Mr. Love fared when theſe Gentlemen betrayed him 
into the hands of the zzore godly Independents, To con- 
clude, as theſe People run the hazard of being ruin'd 
which ſide ſoever prevail,foI think neither fide ought to 
elteem them theirs, but leave them like Brutes to fall to 
the Conquerors ſhare, and treat them accordiagly : And 
that they may not be totally ignorant of what they may 
expc&trom their dear Brethren, I'defire they would calt 
their Eyes 1n time upon the Declaration of the Thirtieth 
of Janwary, 1643. Where they will find this ſharp Admo- _ 
nition. We give now publick Warning to all Neuters( i.e, 
ſuch Hypocrites as we are talking of ) #o reſt no longer” 
pon their Meutrality,but that they addreſs themſelves ſpee- 
aily to take the Covenant,end joyz with all their power in the 

| : Defence 


(29) 
Defenee of this Cauſe agajnſt the Common Enemy, &c. Other- 
wiſe we do declare them to be publick, Enemies tot heir Rel;- 
gion aud Countrgy 3 and thatthey are to be Cenſur'd and Pu- 
niſld as Profeſſed Adverſaries aud Malignants, That is, 
Be at your Choice whether you will be damn'd, in the 
next World for refilters of Lawful Authority : or be 
hanged in this for Traytors, if the King, or Malignants, 
if the Parliament prevail. 

Bur leaving theſe Newters to take their Fortunes, I 
come to another ſort of Auxiliaries, who have Liſted 
themſelves in the Diflenters Service, ſome out of Am- 
bitieus Deſigns in hope to be taken off. by- Preferment 5 
and others out of Diſcontent and Revenge for ſome ſup- 
poſed Injuries they have received- from the Government. 
As to the firſt of theſe, That there are ſome ſych at 
work' amonglt us, the Author of the Seaſonable 4ddreſs 
informs us; and in part hath told the World who they 
are, but that is no part of my Buſineſs : and firſt, as to- 
theſe Gentlemen, they ſhould do well to confider their 
Predeceſlors in- the ſame employment, and although they 
may find ſome few to have mounted to Preferment by 
theſe Steps, yet they are fewer that have ſtood long, and 
ſcarce any Which have ror finally been ruin'd either by 
the Court where theſe Intruders are never welcome, or 
by. the Countrey, who eſteem themſclves betrayed by. 
them. And I might-add,. That Preferment comes nei- 
ther frory the Eaſt nor. from the Weſz, nor yer fromthe 
South, but it is God who ſets up one and pulls dawn an- 
other, and moſtly theſe proud men are thoſe he plucks 
down: But they have of late got an-excellent- faculty 
of Ridiculing the Scriptures, and I amnot willing tc 
give them too much occaſion tomake uſe of- it. ' Ani 
as for any. Advices. that I can give them, I muſt expec 
they will be takeh for Injuries, or opportunities to £2:- 
pole my Ruſtick Honeſty. | 
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Therefore leaving them, I would advife my dear Coun- 
trey-men to obſerve this ſort of men'as the worlt peſts 
that a People can be plagued by, for they have. neither 
Religign, Conſcience, nor Honeſty. It they riſe they are 
the worſt Maſters that can be, if they do not, they are 
the worſt Companions; they Careſs and Flatter the Peo- 
Ple for their own Advantage, and if their Deſigns mif- 
carry, leave the poor deluded Vulgar to ſmart, and if a 
' War follows, theſe little Folks get the blows, and their 
Leaders the Prey. And if the Government prevail, they 
areboth as they were, and the People have all the dif- 
quiet for the Rewatd of their Folly. So that you may 
ſee nothing is to be got which way ſoever things fall out. 
by theſe ſort of men, 'andmuch may he loſt: Andif I 
werein an humour to tell Stories, I could ſhew that all 
the People in the World that have been free and are not, 
have been ruin'd by theſe forts of men, except thoſe that 
have been Conquer'd by Foreiners. But 1f any man 
looks back to the beginning of our late diſtraQions, he 
w1ll need no further Information of whatis to be expected 
from them. _ 
As to the diſcontented, Strs, I think them the (illieſt 
Animals in the World. If the Government hath injur'd 
me, I ought to take it as the injuries of the weather, and 
not rage and fret at-it, but here the caſe 1s worſe, the Ele- 
ments will take their Courſe notwithſtanding ( and God 
be thanked ) no man can diforder them, though he may 
himſelf. But Kingdoms and Nations have often been 
ruin'd by ſach fools, who have ever pay'd dear for their 
{weet Revenge, and been buried in the Ruins they pluck- 
ed down aboat their own Ears, and I believe a wiſe man 
would rather be a Dwarf than have Sampſor's ſtrength, 
with his fate to attend it: and: be byried not like him 
with his Enemies, but in a promiſcuous heap with his 
Friends and Foes, his Honour and Eſtate, 
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But-in the mean time they that ſet theſe men up, and 
that for this Cauſe only ; are ſomewhat, more to blame, 
for theſe Malecontents' are under the Dominion of the 
ſtrongeſt paſſion to which depraved Nature is ſubject, 
and ſo are not Maſters of their own Reaſon, which 1s for 
the moſt part none of the caſe of them who furniſh them 
with Fire-brands ard Granado's, without which theſe 
Gentlemen might poſſibly after a little full-n rage have 
come into their right Wits again, without hurtirg them- 
ſelves or any body elſe. But when they ſee their paſh- 
ons not only pitied or cheriſhed, but applauded *00; 'tis 
Gs thouſand to one they never recover out of the di- 

emper, and be ſure not till they or the publick have 
ſmarted for the folly of thoſe that careſs'd this Deviliſh 
humour in them: whereas would either of the Parties 
be wiſe, no ſuch miſchief could follow. Pg 

The next ſort are a parcel of ſmall Levites commonly 


called Semi-Conformiſts, of theſe Mr. Baxter gravely pro- 


feſſeth © That it was his unhappineſs to have ſo bad * ac- 
*quaintance before the unhappy Wars (ſurely the man 
was born under 1l]Stars ) *that he knew not one Canfor- 
'*mable Divine, to the beſt of his Remembrance ( and 
that this 1sa ſhrewd good one ) © who was of a Religious 
© Blameleſs Life, (Hypocrifie always excepted ) © and 
© {cemed ſeriouſly to believe, afid ſeek the Life to come, 
and to prefer Heaven before Earth ; who did not con- 
© form only tor Mr. Sprint's Argument gf Neceſlity, and 
* had not rather have been excuſed, and would not pro- 
*fc{s that they had far rather that this Conformity were 
* not impoled, and that they did ( as St. Paul, ſubmit to 
* ſome Jewiſh Ceremonies ) meerly that they might not 
* be kept from PreachinF ( and Joſe their Livings) and 
* {6 they held Conformity to be Lawful, and- therefore 
aſs —wa Aſſembly, when they might be free, they choſe 
"3 JRL, - 
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And is this the happieſt Unity that you can attain to? | 
truly if it be all we are to expeQ from the pretended, 
Union of Proteſtants, I will not give one (ſtraw for a 
Cart-load of it. The Clergy ſhould be the Salt of the 
Earth, but when they come once to play faſt and looſe 
with their Oaths and Subſcriptions, to AQ againſt their 
Conſciences, that they may havethe liberty of Preach- 
ing, ( for theſe mortificd men do not value Livings and 
Tythes, no, let them but Preach, and Jet who will take 
the Revenues ) and after all this be thought men of un- 
blameable Life, ec. When I ſee this done by them 3; 
I will not wonder if their Followers too learn to Cop 
and Lye, and Difſemble and For(wear themſelves, as oc- 
calion ſerves, and the publick or their private Aﬀairsre- 
quire it, and this 1s thetrue ſource of all that Perjury and 
Falſhood which the World ſtands amazed at. And faves 
England the Charge of repairing to, Rome for Diſpenſa- 
tions, theſe men having Taught tit People That every 
man hath a Pope in his Belly, as well as the Parſon : * 
which will abſolve him from any Oath, if he can but find 
a Godly pretence to excule it: and the Example of 'St; 
Pail, or rather St. Peter will do it, | 
| And to conclude this Digreflion , I can aſſure the Non- 
conformiſts, That a very conſiderable part of theſe helps 
(ſuch as they are ) have come into their Aid and-Afli- 
ſtance ſince the Toleration, and that whether they will 
own it or no, if the Papiſt procured the Toleration , they 
are beholden to them for all this good Service, though 
I ſuppoſe on this occaſion they had much rather pay their 
thanks to Little Hnthony, who it's poſſible might have a 
Proſpe& of all this, and how mychit would advance the 
Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion, and the Peace of the 
Natior' to have all theſe wild Beaſts let looſe upon the 
Church and State. y 
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| In the 25th. Year of his Majeſties Reign, in the Sefli- | 
'on of Parliament begun the Fourth day of February, 7+. 
All Popiſh Recuſants. were difabled from holding any 
Office, Civil or Military, &c, by obliging all ſuch per- 
ſons to receive the Sacrament according to the Church 
of Eneland, . atid renounce Tranſubſtantiation, and take 
the Oath of Allegiance and Supremacy, which at firlt 
brought the DuKE of YORK into ſuſpition, he 
refuſing to ſubmit to the ſame, of which I ſhall ſpeak 
more hereafter : Now the mam Defign of this Act was 
for the preventing the Dangers which may happen from 
Popiſh Recuſants, and quicting the rhinds cf his Majeſties 
good SubjeFs , but the bufineſs hath been ſo managed, 
that the quite contrary effe&ts have followed , and we 
are pretended to be in never the leſs danger, and are 
certaitily never the quieter, for we are told that ſome 
turned over their places to Proteſtants and had good 
. Allowances out of them, -and that others got Diſpenſa- 
tions from: Roxe, and took the ſaid Oaths and the Sacra- 
ment; and that others were Excuſed nearer hand by 

Orders from the Secretaries of State. © 
Asto thefirſt it is a pitiful Cavil, for if the Places be 
really in Proteſtant hands, the Att hath its effeq, whe- 
ther.they bought them of Recuſants or had them from 
the State, *and whether they pay'd the purchaſe at once 
ora part of it yearly - So that this ought to diſquiet no 
man but they that have them. . and as to the Second, 
there is no reaſon that his Majeſty and the Government, 
ſhould be accuſed becauſe the Pope pretends to give 
Diſpenſations to men to take any Oath , the Parliament 
deviſed the Remidy and the King admitted it; and if 
there be. another inconvenience which neither he nor 
they can tell how to prevent, it muſt be born with, and 
I doubt this will prove ſo in the concluſion, if there be 
. any truth in it. We are told that many Papilts _ 
_— | taken 
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taken the ſaid Teſt and retained' their Places, and hav 
been' never the leſs 'Papiſts for that. But they would 
never do us the Favour to tell us who: theſe are, or to 
-give in' a Liſt of their Names, which they would cer- 
tainly have done, if they had known who they had been. 
Buton the contrary, 'tis poſſible to inſtance in ſome that 
did enjoy good Off ces, who reſigned them rather than 
to take the Teſt. The Lord Treaſurer Clifford religned 

a 7" rem his place for one, here was a Place werth the keeping, 

7). Þ. 23 and which would have pÞay'd the purchaſe of a Dif- 
penſation, and the charge of Carriage too: but yet for 
all that his Lordſhip parted: with it and kept to his Re- 
Hligion , as 1 doubt not but many others did, who were 
then in good Places, 'tho'T am not able to tell their 
Names. As for the third Objection, it never reached 
further than a few Captains and Lieutenants, and they 
were preſently diſcharged upon the complaintof the Par- 
lament , and ſo one would have thought there might . 
have been an End of it, and ſo there ſhould ,” if ſome 
men did not make a good Trade of retailing and en- 
railing Fears and Jealouſies, not for the good of the Nation, 
but to ſerve ill Deſigns. | 

But admitting all this to be true { as it certainly is 
not) the Diſtenters have: io more kindneſs for the 
Communion of the Church of Ezgland enjoyned by 
this AR, as well as renouncing Tranſubſtantiation, than 
the Recuſants; yet all the World knows ſome of- them 
after twenty years abſtinence fro m all Communion with 
us, have yet to qualifie themſelves for ſome places of 
Truſt and Authority, taken the Sacrament with all the 
Formality required by the Act. Now this is as _— 
to. their. Principles as it is to the Papiſts, and this wit 
no Other intention as appears by their ations, than to 
put themſelves into a- Capacity to ruin that Church 
they thus communicate with. Where have they their 

| diſpen- 
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Diſpenſations to a thus like JFadas, who ſmarted for 
an uncharitable treacherous Communion 2: Let any man 
conſider this and then tell me, . if they of all men have 
any reaſon to obje this even againſt the Papiſts, much 
leſs againſt the Government. | 

But this is not the only inſtance wherein they have 
offended againſt. that A&; many of them have kept 
Places mentioned in it, and yet have not taken the Sa- 
crament or Oaths according to that At; and ſome of 
them I could name if I thought it fit. Is this deſtruQive 
of the Security. intended by this A& to be given to his 
Majeſties Subjects and the Government,. or is it not? 
And who gave them their Licences to contemn the AR 
more than 'the Papiſts? And why may not the Papiſts. 
play the Hypocrites as well as the Diſſenters ? If they ſay 
the A&t was initended--to exclude Papiſts and: not Dil- 
ſenters, -I ſay that might have been done by enjoyning 
the Oaths to be taken , and. Tranſubſtantiation to be 
renounced, without taking the Sacrament of- the Lord's 
Supper according tothe Uſage of the Church of Exgland 
in ſome publick Church , upon ſome Lords Day cogi- 
monly called S»»-day, immediately after Divine Service 
and Sermon. * Why. in a Church rather than in a Barn ? 
on a Lords Day rather than a LeQure-day ? after Di- 
vine Service and Sermon, than a Holding-forth? and 
according to the Uſage of the: Church, of. England, 
rather than of the Presbyterians or Independents? What 
were all thoſe words put in-for nothing ? No, the Care 
was that not only Papiſts but Proteſtants at large ſhould 
be excluded, that 1s, all the Diſſenters tag and rag 3 and 
therefore they of all men ought. not. to clamour as they 
do. But the truth is, they'would make the People be- 
lieve ( if they could”) that all thatare not Diſſenters 
are Papiſts: ' and that is the thing they drive at in all 
their outcries againſt-Popery. - For were: it not for this 
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they and'the Papiſts could agree well enough, as they did 
F.Stilineflers about the Toleration, when oneof them told the WorlJ, 
Preface to the That the Papiſts in their account was but one ſort of Recu- 
- » -—$ fants, and that the Conſcientions amonſt them, muſt be held in 
| ' © the ſame Predicament with thoſe amongſt themſelves, that like- 
wiſe refuſeto 608 to Common-Prayer. What was this but 
joyning tor'a Toleration of Popery ? But if this be not 
plainenough, theſe words follow'd : but as for the Common 
Papiſt who lives innocently in his way, he is to us as other Se- 
paratiſts, and ſo comes under the like Toleration. And a Late 
Anthor who writ againſt Dr. Stiling fleet, hath defended 
all. this, by which any man may ſee they hold.their minds. 
From this time till the' Diſcovery of the Plot, the 
Papiſts and the Diſſenters equally promoted the diſfo- 
tation of the Long Loyal Porliament, what was done 
by the Papifts appears by. Colemar's Letters, and - what 
was done by the Diffenters, by the Pacgnet of . Advices 
ts the Men of Shaftsbury , who pag. 4. tells us of ſome 
body whote Nickname was Mephiſtophiles, who ( belides 
many others therein mentioned ) had; one Expedieng 
more upon the Anvile; and that is to'uſe: all manner 
of tricks that may be, by Lozg Speeches, and Long Debates 
among the Lords, and the Startizg of Controverſies about 
Privilege , betwint their Lordſhips and the Commons, 
to Frufirate Diſpatches of the King and Kingdoms bu- 
fineſs;. and ſo. neceſſitate the preſent Parliament to. be- 
came unſerviceable, -that he may obtain a plauſible pre- 
' terice to draw the People to cry out for a New one, as 
the onely Cure of all our Maladies. and thus they 
ſpent their time, and by theſe Artifices ſpoyled the Sel- 
fGon of Parliament, Ob. 27, 1673. His Majeſty. being 
neceſfitated- ({ as' he gocs on pag. 24. ) for the very ho- 
nour of the Parliament jt ſelf, and 'of his Government, 
to put an end to: many ſtrange Debates and Contro- 
verſics.whichconld no otherways bedone, but by — 
| | 7 Jat. 
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that and ſeveral other * Seſſions of Parliament, either + Jan, 
 Houfe being imbroyPd 1n it's ſelf, and both with one 491it 13. 75. 


another : and ſo utterly incapacitated for any diſpatch 
of publick buſineſs, and this was by Dr. Shirley's Caule, 
of which Ineed ſay no more. 

In 1675. A Proteſtation was publiſhed, containin 
reaſons why that Parliament ſhould be difiolved , yas 


a New one called. And at the ſame time another Pa- 


per was printed, entituled The Debate-or Arguments for 
diſſolving this preſent Parliament, and the calling frequent 
New ones, &c. 1n which it is boaſted by the deſigners 
( concerning the Commons Houſe ) that they have a 
Party of Members in that Houſe (. whom the ſaid Print 
calls many of the ableſt and moſt worthy Patriots amongſt 
them; Jwhoſe buſineſs it was to ſecond the Proteſting 
Lords, by carrying this Difference ( the Do@or's Cauſe Y 
betwixt the Houſes to the greateſt height, that by this 
means they might deliver the Nation from this Parlia- 
' ment by Diſſolution, and have a New one Called. 
Pacquet , &c. pag. 36. And if I might, I would enquire 


Whether this honeſt deſign is not driven on ſtill by the - 


ſame party, that the Nation may at laſt be forced to. 
ſubmit to a King without a Parliament , which they 
beliege is impoſlible, or to a Parliament without a King? 
At leaſt we may obſerve that the ſame Arts a little 
varied, have been made uſe of to blow up. the three 
laſt Parliaments, which were employed for the ruin of 
that Loyal one, and that by the ſame men.. For it is 
uſual with them to. compaſs Sea and Land to gain a: 
Parliament, and then break it in pieces upon'the ſmalleſt 
pretence in the World, or render.it uſeleſs, dangerous 
and impratticable ; and yet it they. be diſſolved, to fill 


the Ears of the People with Clamours, and their Heads - 
with Jealouſies of Tyranny, Arbitrary Government, and _ 


ſtanding Armies: and thus. whether they have. a.Par-. 
| | lament. 
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Jiament or none, the King is never to have any quiet, 
nor the People any reſt, till they have obtained their 
Ends , the laſt of which is the ſubverſion of the Mo- 
narchy, and the Eſtabliſhing a Parliament or Senate 
rather , Abſolute and Accountable neither to him nor 
tp the People. All which is undeniably proved by that 
Author, Pag. 37, 38, 39, 40. and which is ſo worthy of 
a cloſe Reflection, and is fo pertinent to our Times, 
that it looks like a Prophecy , and therefore I refer 
my Reader to it, b 

In 1676. the ſame Year the Pacquet was printed, all 
their other Deligns for blowing up this Loyal Parlia- 
ment failing, they printed' a Pamphlet with this Title : 
A Seaſonable Argument to perſuade all- the Grand Juries 
in England to Petition for a new Parliament, Or, A Liſt of 
the principal Labourers in the great Deſign of Popery ; and 
Arbitrary Power, who have betrayed their Country tothe Con+ 
ſpirators, ard Bargained with them to maintain a ſtanding 
Army in England, under the Command of the Bigotted Popiſh 
| D. who by the Aſſiſtance of the L.L's Scoteh Army, the Forces 
7n.Treland , and thoſe in France, hopes tobring all back 
to Rome. ' Wherein, all thoſe Miniſters of State who 
were Members of that Parliament, are therefore repre- 
ſented as Penſioners and Men not to be truſted g and 
about two or three hundred other Gentlemen are with 
all imaginable Malice, Falſhood and Rudeneſs, expoſed 
in print to'the hatred and contempt of the Multitude, 
but yet it, is obſervable, it was not thought fit then to 
put that Liberty of the People in practice they have 
fince, viz. that of popular tumaltuous getting hands to 
Peritionsz but the Grand Juries are fſollicited, and the 
Statute pur'ued; for the Parliament was then in being 
that made it, and would ſoon have cruſhed this popular 
pretence, andhave taught them, tho they might petition 
yet it muſt bein a regular way 3 and that their Deſigns 
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were not againſt the Parliament.only , but his Majeſties 
Government too, appears by drawing what Odium they 
could upon the Guards, and the Scotch and Triſh Forces, 
which are obſtacles too great for theſe Loyal Gentlemen 
to endure. At the ſame time alſo they printed a damna- 
ble Libel under the Title of The Growth of Popery, where- 
in they Libell'd the whole Government. But this Par- 
liament having had the leiſure during a long receſs to- 
conſider ſeriouſly what would be the Event of theſe 
things, in the beginning of their- next Seffion , reskued 
themſelves from the contempt and: deluſion of theſe 
Boutefeus : and having made ſome of them Examples of 
their juſt reſentment, things went on ſomewhat ſmoother, 
till the diſcovery of the Popiſh plot, when they reaſſumed 
all their old jagling tricks, and drave them on with more 
fury: and better ſucceſs, as I may poſſibly ſhew here- 
afterz and in the intrim this may ferye for a taſt till a 
fuller account may be given of the ways and means by 
which they are arrived at a JEU of ſubverting the 
Government once more, and imbroyling us .in another 
Rebellion to our Ruine.. | 
But omitting this for the preſent, F will return back 
and ſee what pains-the Popiſh party too. to diſſolve this. 
Parliament, and that at the ſame time, as if they and the 
Diſſenters had been a&ted by the ſelf ſame Soul, as. 
doubtleſs they then had, and now have the ſame Intereſt ; 
in order to which I ſhall produce Coleman's Letter 
to Monſieur Le Cheſe, dated 29 of Sept. 75. wherein he 
ſaith, that in July, Augyſt and September 73. I conſtantly 
inculcated the great danger Catholick Religion , and. his 
oft Chriſtian Majeſties intereſt. would be in at our next 
Seſſion of Parliament, which was then to be in October 
following , at which I plainly foreſee, That the King my. 
Maſter would be forced to ſomething in. prejudice of his Al- 
liance with. France, and that he ſhould. make a Peace with, 
_ Holland,, 
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Holland. Upon this I fhewed that our Parliament in the 
Circumſtances it was in, manag'd by the timerous Cont- 
. ſels of "our Miniſters who then governed, could never be 
»ſeſul either” to England , France, or Catholick R-ligion, 
but that we ſhould certainly be forced from our Neutrality at 
their next meeting.y as we had been from our active Alliance 
with France the laſt; that a Peace in the Circumſtances we 
* were in, was much more to be deſire than the continuance 
of the War , and that the Diſjolut.on of our Parliament 
would cerlajinly procure a Peace, for that the Confederates 
did more depend upon the Power they had in our Parlia- 
ment , than upon any thing in the World , and were more 
encouraged from thence to continne the War 5 So that if that 
were Diſſolved , their Meaſures would be all broken, and 
conſequently they neceſſitatedto a Peace. 

Here are the Ends why that Party fo paſſionately-de- 
fired the Diſſolution of that Parliament, becauſe it was 
the Mound that kept 'out Popery at home, and- pre- 
ſerved the Proteftant Intereſt abroad. And therefore 
no wonder if the good Father Ferrier promiſed in the 
behalf of his Moſt Chriftian Majeſty, That if- his Royal 
Fighneſs would endeavour to Ditlolve this Parliament, 

. bis Majeſty wos!ld affiit him with his power and purſe, 

. to have ſuch a Nzw one as ſhould be for their purpoſe; 
which Arſwer was daited June 2. 1674. INow this 
could be no Pop:f Parliament, for that was impdſlible ; 
no Church-ot- Ezglard Parliament , for ſuch this was, 
therefore it muſt mean a FaCtious Parliament of Confor- 
ming Difſenters, and Common-wealth men, 

But this 1s not coming up to Colemar's purpoſe, - as 
being too general, he next inſinuates, That my Lord 
Arlington and the Parliament were not only not uſeful 
but very dangerous to England and Frances and theree- 
fore it was neceſſary they ſhould do all they could to 

' Difolve it. And to. that purpoſe his Moſt oo 
| | | jeſty 
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Majeſty is perſuaded to renew the ſame offer to his Ma-' 
jelty of his purſe, to Difſolve this Parliament and 
then there would be no great difficulty of getting a new one 
nhich would be more uſeful, ( 7.e.to France and Popery ) 
The Conſtitution of our Parliaments being ſuch, That a New 
one can never hurt the Crown; nor an Old one do it good. 
This Maxim which 1s repeated ſo often, 1s to be taken 
quite backward, and doubtleſs was ſo then in Fraxce, who 
werefar enough from deſigning the good of the Crown 
of Eng/and, much more from giving any money for that 
purpoſe. ' 

Coleman further tells us how he was notwithſtanding 
deluded by the French, eſpecially after the Parliament 
was Prorogu'd till the 13th. of April, 74. of which late 
Meeting Fraxce hoped to make the ſame Advantage as 
of a Diflolution,and therefore his Propoſal for 300000!/. 
' for a Diſſolution, was ſlighted by the French Amballa- 
dour and Monfiteur Pompore, and he was forced to go 
on in his Intrigue, and preſs the Diſſolution of the Par- 
liament (without much encouragement ) deteſting all 
Prorogations as fo much loſs of time only, and a means 
of (trengthening all thoſe who depend upon it in op- 
poſition to the Crown and Intereſt of Fraxce,and Catho- 
lick Religion, 1n the Opinion they had taken our King 
durſt not part with this Parlian.-at , apprehending an- 
other would be worſe. Now you may be ſure theſe 
| were no Difſenters, No, they were then as hot as the 
Papiſtsfora Diſſolution, and did expe the next Parlia- 
ment would be much better for them. And thus things 
continued till Febrzary, 1675. when the Papiſts fore- 
ſeeing agreater Storm, defired to have that Parliament 
continued till they had in ſome ſort provided againſt it. 

And one Reaſon was , becarſe the Parliament (then 
greatly oppreſſed and diſordered by Facttious men ) had 
G 
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&t it ſelf a long time to diſlike every thing the Miniſters did, - 
_ */ ws violently againſt Pies, whilſt the Court 
ſeem'd to favour it 5 and therefore (' ſaithhe) the Miniſters 
having turn'd their Faces ) we were confident the Parliament 
would do ſo too, and ſtill be againſt them, aud be as little for 
Perſecution then as they had b.en for Popery before. And 
leſt you might be miſtaken of what Party he ſpoke, thus 
he goes on: Our Lord Treaſurer, Lord Keeper, all the 
Biſl-ops, and ſuch as call themſelves Old Cavaliers, were 
induſirious againſt Popery, and had the Purſe at their Gir- 
dle too, which was an excellent Inſtrament to gain friends 
with, and all united againſtthe DUKE as Patron both of 
France and Catholick R<:l:gionz yet how 1mpudently 
were the Biſhops and Church Party then every day flin- 
der'd ( as they are now ) as defigning to introduce Po- 
pery? Oh ye Diſlſenters conſider this Teſtimony of a 
bitter Enemy, and put an end to your Religiows Lying a- 
gainſt them. | 
You may ſee by this the Catholicks were then at a 
low Ebb, the great Miniſters of State, all the Biſhops 
and the Old Cavaliers were againſt them 3 and they had 
no Money neither, but he goes on : et notwithſtand- 
ing all this, we ſaw that by the help of the Nonconformiſts 
( as Presbyterians, Independents, and other Sets, who were 
as mich afraid of Perſecution as our ſelves ) and the Ene- 
pies of the Miniſters. (Who are theſe for they are ex- 
cepted out of the Liſt of the Nonconformilts ? ) and par- 
ticularly of the Treaſurer ( whoby that time had ſupplanted 
the Earl of Arlington, and was grown ſole Manager of all 
Afﬀairs himſelf ) we ſhould be able to prevent what they ( the 
Miniſters, Biſhops, and Church-party, ) defigned a2ainjt 
#5, and ſo render the Seſſuons ineffetual to their Ends (the 
ſuppretion of Popery ) though we mickt zot be able to 
compaſs our own, which were to make ſome brisk ftep in favour 
af his Royal Highneſs. Thus 
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Thus my dear Countrey-men, the Providence of God 
hath diſcovered who are the real Friends and Promoters 
of Popery, even theſe godly Nonconformiſts, and the 
Ambitious Imbroylers of the Government; and at the 
ſame time how falſely ail the Advantages Popery hath 
cot upon. the Government, are aſcribed to the Biſhops 
and Conformable Clzrey 5 who are every day called 
Tories, Tantivy-men, Papiſisin Maſquerade, &c. And you 
may ſee how dreadful a Church-of-Emngland-Parliament 
1s to them and Fraxce, what pains they have taken to 
Our ſuch a one, and bring us into that Confuſion we are 
now in. And if we ſha]l ſtill go on to promote their 
Deſigns upon us, the World will conclude we are infa- 
cuated by God to our Ruin. : 

I would not abate one dram of your Zeal againſt Po- 
pery, but I have taken all this pains that I might dire& 
it, andif it might be, fix.it upon the real ObjeR of it ; 
and then with Prudence and Courage go on to Extirpate 
this Scandal of Ckri/iayity, each man in his place as far 
and as faſt as you lawtully-can or may, and God proſper 
you in it. But when you take the Biſhops, Confor- 
mable Clergy, the Great and Loyal Miniſters of State, 
the Loyal Gentry and Magiſtrates , for Papiſts or Tories, 
that is, Iriſh Thieves, you are under the ſame deluſion 
Don @ujxot was, twhen he took the Windmill for a 
Gyant, and the Flock of Innocent Sheep for an Army 
of Enemies. And every ſtep you take in complyance 
with this delirous Conceit, is an advance towards Po- 
pery : if you imagine the Papiſts have not been able 
by their own ſingle ſtrength and cunning to work us 
all this Miſchief, you are 1n the right , and Coleman ſore 
againſt his will, hath toJd you what Auxiliaries they 
have amongſt us, and who are the Enemies they _ 
| G2 : an 
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and muſt vanquiſh at any. rate. Whilſt the Parliament 
was intirely Church-of-Ezglazd , the Papilts and Diſſen- 
ters joyned hand in hand to confound 1t, but when it 
became diſordered by FaQtious men, unſerviceable to 
the Nation , the two Houſes imbroyled within them- 
ſelves and each with other, then the Papiſts were for 
the ſitting of it, becauſe they knew it could not hurt 
them or Fraxce, nor benefit the Proteſtant Religion 
by Law E'tabliſhed, which isthe only Proteſtant Religion 
in Emeland, againſt which all their Forces are bent : But 
yet becauſe it was but too likely this Loyal Parliament 
which was {ound at the Heart, though tull of ſickly Hu- 
mours at that time, might afterwards recover her former 
ſtate of .Bealth, the Papiſts-and Diſſenters never left the 
Chaſe againſt h-r, till finally by the frauds of the Jeſuites 
abroad, and the fury of the Difſenters within doors, 
this Loyal, Healing, truly Proteſtant Parliament fcll, and 
with it the Ferror of France, the Bulwark of our Pro- 
teſtant Allies, the Pillars of the Monarchy, the Peace 
and Proſperity of the Britifh Ifles, and the Glory of 
Ereland, may my Reader pardon me if I drop a few 
tears at the Funeral of ſo great a Body, and which had 
deſerved fo well of his Majcſty, the Church, the State, 
and all Errope, and I could almoſt ſay with David, I 
would (30d I had dyed for Thee. x | 
By allthis my dear Countrey-men may fee how the 
Diflcmers grew up in theſe laſt Twenty years, and im» 
proved every accident to their advantave, as they are, 
a reſtleſs ſort of men, and not unlike the Devil, always 
going about ſecking wiom they may fubvert and Ruinz 
they wrought upon the diſcontents of ſuch of the O'd 
Cavaliers as milt Preferment, Cheriſhed thewwown diſ- 
heartned-. party by Contributions and cloſe Cabals, 
made up their own breaches and reconciied their own 
differences , flattered the people with the Title of Saints, 
a and. 
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and Holy Perſons, even them that before his Majeſties 
Return thcy molt deteſted : they Sainted the King's 
Murderers, turned every little Accident that happen'd 
to their Enemies into a Prodigy, and then made it an 
Argument of God's Anger againſt them, fomented Fo- 
rein Wars, made the burning of Zoxdon, ameansto fire 
the Church and Nation, by turning the fault upon the 
King's Guards, and infinuating as far as they durſt That 
the King was the Author of it. ' And when his Majeſty 
oave them an Indulgence they improvd it to ſubvert Skinner*s 29- 
bis People, and imbroyl the El &ions of Parliament. *-5 £0724-142. 
mcn, and the Houle 3 till his Majcfty ſearce knew which 
way to turn him , they filled the Corporations with dif- 
ſatisfied People 3 and when notwithſtanding their wheels 
went hcavily, they taught the People the Jlawfulneſs 
of breaking Oaths, of Equivocations and Mental Reſer- 
vations, they reviv'd all the Ola Fears and Jealoufies 
againſt the Church and Biſhops, and made the Rabble 
bclieve, That all that were for Monarchy were for Ar- 
bitrary Government : all that ſtood itoutly for the Re- 
ligion Eſtabliſhed were Papiſts; and in the mean time, 
all that were perfectly indiftcrent whether we had any 
Religion or no, they ſtiled Moderate Men; ail thoſe 
Clergy-mcen who left chem and Contormed, they {tiled 
Turn-coats, Time-ſervers, &c. all the reft they called 
D;unkards, Baal's Prieſts, Surcinele-men , and the. ike :- 
they piſtred the Nation with Swarms of factious and 
ailoyal Pamphlets and Diſcourſes, and ſpread all thoſe 
Reports they could invent or gather up to the diſadvan- 
tage of the Government; and as for thoſe Taxes and: 
S2pplies, thoſe Guards and Laws which themſelves had 
made neceſſary ; they repreſented them to the People 
as the Adts or Inſtruments of Tyranny and Arbitrary 
Government. And naw O my Countrey-men, Are 
thecle Vipers to be Cheriſhed in your boſoms any as} 16 
© they, 
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they that from the loweft degree of deſpair and the 
brink of ruin have Tifen by theſe godly Aris to this 
height of Power, can you think a tew fruitleſs wiſhes 
can ſuppreſs them? I tel] you nothing bur what you 
know, and, your own Reaſons will tell you the-reſt, if 
you will but conſult them, but if you will not, Time will 
roar it ſo loud'in your Ears that you ſhall hear though 
not help 1t. | 

But notwithſtanding all their Arts, ſuch was the Care 
of the Government, T hat they made but ſmall Progreſs 
til] the. Diſcovery of the late Helliſh Popiſh Plot, nor 
had that turned ſo much to their Advantage as it hath 
done, if the ſtrangeneſs of the Deſign had not rendred 
it almoſt incredible with knowing men, and the freſh 
Alarms theſe men have often given us when there was 
no Cauſe, made many more ſuſpitious when there re- 
ally was one : $6 that I reckon they of all men are moſt 
Anſwerable for the difficulty of many men in believing 
it, who have made the greateſt nſe of that unbelief, and 
who have made it their buſineſs 'to inlinuate into all 
men, that all that care that was taken to prevent deſcep- 
tion in the beginning of the diſcovery, was defigned 
to [tifle it, as it cannet be denied but that by Accident 
it made the diſcovery leſs apparent, the Conſpirators 
having time enough to burn or convey away thoſe 
Papers, that might have made the Diſcovery more ap- 
parent. | 

The Popiſh Gentry in the times of the late Troubles, 
by Choice or Neceſlity generally took part with his 
Majceſties Father and were Soldiers under him , and 
after his preſent Majeſties Defeat at Worceſter , were 
very inſtrumental in his Eſcape into Frances and to 
this we may Add, That after this during his Exile, he 
living ſo many years in the Dominions of Rowan Ca- 
tholick, Princes, as he expreſleth it inan Anſwer tothe 
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Commons, C4pril, 2: 1663.and they having performed. 
him ſome eminent Services in the time of his greateſt 
Aitlition, and being naturally of a Generous and good 
Nacure, Grateful and Merciful beyond the meaſure of 
any Prince befides himſelf, At his firſt return and ar 
all times after, he was as kind to them as the nature of 
their Religion would permit him, and perhaps beyond 
his Intereſt, as well as above their deſerts, ) 
And had their Modeſty been any way proportiona- 
ble to his Majeſties Goodneſs, and not incenſcd the Par- 
liament againſt them, they might have lived under him 
as happily as they could have wiſhed, bur it is not the 
temper of theſe men to be quict, or permit others to 
be ſo in any condition, and from this natural cemper 
the Pricſts and }-luits eſpecially grew inſolcat, which 
occalioned ſeveral Addreſtes trom the Parliament to 
his Majeſty for ſevere Proclamations againſt chem, one 
in the year laſt mentioned, in Azaxch; to which his 
Majeſty Anſwered April. 2. which was ſeconded by 
another Vote the 25th. of July the ſame year, and g 
we hearnd more of them trill rhe 26th. of Odobey, 1666: 
when the Commons moved for another Proclamation 
for the Baniſhment of Prieſts and Jeluirs out of his 
Kingdoms, and alſo for the Execution of the Laws 
againſt them that ſhogld afterwards be taken, which 
ſcems to be occalioned by the Fire of Lordow the month 
before, of which they were then vehemently ſuſped&ed 
to be the Authors and Promoters: and the 4th, of- Mazech,. 
1667. upon Information of the inſolent Carriages and 
Abuſes committed by perſons in ſeveral places, in dt- 
ſturbivg the Miniſters in their Churches, and holding 
Meetings of their own contrary to the Laws of this. 
Realm, the Lower Houſe of Parliament Addreſs'd 
againfora Proclamation for enforcing the Laws againſt: 
Conventicles, and that Care might be taken for the: 
pre 
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preſervation of the Peace of the Kingdom againſt un- 
lawful Aftemblics of Papiſts and Nonconformilſts, which 
bis Majcſty promiſed. And again the Third of November, 
1669. the Commons thanxzed the King for fach another 
Proclamation which was it ſeems then renewed, all which 
Proclamations may be obſerved to be levelV'd only againſt 
the Roman Clergy, whilſt their Nobility and Gentry 
were cheriſhed ard countenanced as much as any other 
of his Majcſties Subje&s, and had ſome Places of Truſt 
and Profit under his Majeſty, till at laſt their power be- 
came ſo formidable, that it was thought neceſſary to ex- 
clude them from that advantage by an Att made in the 
Twenty Fifih year of his Majeſties Reign,and by the De- 
claration for Liberty of Confcience, they had their ſhare 
in the common exemption from the Execution of the 
Penal Laws , and theExerciſe of their Worſhip in their 
private Houles, though they were not allowed: publick 
places of Worſhip. And after this was taken away and 
the ſaid Act made, they had the ſame connivence with 
the Diſſenters, till about February, 167*, when there 
came forth a (harper Declaration againſt them than a- 
gainſt the Diſſenters, and it js to be obſerved, That from 
his Majeſties return till the diſcovery of the Plot, there 
was but one Law made againſt them, and that not till aft- 
ter many great provocations, and that took nothing from 
them that was their own. Secozdly, That notwithſtand- 
Ing all theſe Declarations and Proclamations, there was 
ſcarce atiy Execution of any Laws againſt them but the 
laſt, and that was ſometimes diſpenſed with, as appears 
by the Complaint of the Houſe of Commons againſt 
Sir Joſeph IWilliamſon one of the Secretaries of State, 
the 19th. of November, 1678. in ſotne fort owned by his 


Majeſty the 23d. of thefame Month, with a promiſe of 
Rcdreſs, | 
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Tho I cannot poſitively aver that this was all that was 
done agafnit them til rhe diſcovery of the .Plot which 
was near Eighteen years after his Majeſties Return; yet 
all the World bear record to this, That never were any 
People treated with more Lenity and Mercy than they 
were, andif they had none of the gainful employments, 
they were much leſs troubled with any 'of the chargea- 
ble and troubleſom places; and time and their forced - 
Loyalty had obliterated the memory of their former 
Crimes in the Reigns of Queen Elzzabeth and King 
James, and few bclieved thoſe againſt his Majeltics Father, 
ſo that tfey were but too well thought of by their 
Neighbouring Gentry, and viſſted and careſſed by them' 
without any diſtinction, or ſcarce remembrance that they 
were of another Religion : And there had been a view 
taken alſo of their Nugbers in the Year 1676. and that 
was thought ſa inconfiderable, that. qur tears too were 
even laid aſleep. _ ? 64, 

No wonder then if after all this, ſuctf a prodigious 
unprovok'd Deſign as the Late Plot, was hardly bclieved, 
and had they not been the moſt Bloody ungrateful miſ- 
creants that ever aroſe amongſt men,there could have been 
no ſach thing, And the diſcovery being made only by 
Dr. Oats and no other witneſſes to back it, they might 
have weathered the ſtorm, if firſt Coleman's Papers and 
after them the murder of Sir Edmund. Godfry, hah not 
Siven the Nation new Alarms, which are chictly tobe at- 
tributed tothe Providence of God watching over them 
for the Puniſhment of ſuch unmanly and unchriſtian Cru- 
elty and Malice. | : 

By all this it will appear as thgre was no more reafon 
why. theſe bloody men ſhould thus conſpire his. Maje- 
{ties Death and the Ruin of the: Nation, ſo there was 
great reaſon it {ſhould not be t60 eaſily believed they 
had, it being the nature of J_—Y alſo, not to ſuſpect 

: others 
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others haſtily of thoſe things it doth abhor, and the 
moſt Generous Princes being naturMfly the leaſt Jealous, 
whiltt th@& timerous, and they that are. Ill Naturd and 
have done many Injuries, ſuſpe@ every Noife and Motion 
as the Harbingers of Revenge; we may with much 
more probability aſſign his Majcfties ſlowneſs of belicf _ 
to his temper, than 'to ary favour he bore to the Offen- 
ders or their Religion, 7, | 

But yet the Dilſ-nters who lay gaping for all Advan- . 
tages againſt his Majelty and the Government, and had 
now recovered ſome part of their loſt Credit with the 
People, making uſe of the Conſternation and Afeight 
all men were then in, which was the greater, becauſe the 
true extent of the Cauſe was not then known, by all 
ways imaginable turn'd all this to the diſhonour of the 
King and the Miniſters of State,gattributing every thing 
that fell out, to a deſigned intention of ſtifling the know- * 
ledge of the Plot, as they did infinuate alſo that this was 
the effect of the too great Power and Credit of ſome 
Papiſt about the King, and from thence proeceded to 
repreſent his Majeſty asa favourer of Papiſts and Popery, 
and at laſt that he was in the Plot againſt his own Life 
and Kingdom. And if any man could. not Afent to 
this, preſently he was branded as a defamer of the . 
= Evidence, uf not a Papilt and” a Party in the 
Mos -. | 

As they thus aggravated the danger beyond all Senſe 
. andReaſon. ſo they pretended to no leſs extravagant. dt- 
greesof Fear, every where pretending that they thought 
It was impoſſible to hinder the Plot from. being exe- 
cuted upon us, declairging one while againft the Perfidy 
and Cruelty of the Jeſuits, and another while againſt 
the- negligence and: careleſtieſs of our Governours, not 
fparing to tax all thoſe they hated as favourers of the 
Plotters, eſpecially if they, endeavoured to. reſettle the 
: People, 
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Pcople, or ſhew them the danger now it was diſcovered, 
was rot ſo great as it was pretended, and by this means 
got a wonderful Credit with * the unconſidering Pevpple, 
tor their Zeal againſt Papilts and Popery. | 
And this was no new thing with them, for as Cambder 
- afſures us, their Forefathers behaved themſelves at the 
ſame rate 1588. when the Nation was under the like 
conſterpation by reaſon of the then threatned Spaniſh 
Invaſion, when all. other men were full of Fears, they 
becoming inlovlent and infufferable to the Queen and to 
the Government, but that apprehenſion did not laſt leng, 
but this coming out by degrees, gave them more {cope 
and better means of pulling upthe Afﬀections of men t 
that height they deligned to bring them. _ | 
In the interim, theKing and Council havigg made the 
beſt ioquies they could for the time into the Plot, the 
Parliament which was Prorogued to gain alittle time, 
met the Twerty firſt day of Oober, when his Majeſty Ac- 
quainted them with the Plot in. theſe very words. 


Now intend to Acquaint” you ( as I ſtall always do with 
y anything that concerns me ) that I have been informed of 
a deſign againſt my Perſon , by the Jeſuits, of which I ſhall 
-Jorbear my Opinion, leſt I may ſeem to ſay too much or too 
little, but I will leave the mgtter to the Law; andin the 
mean time will take as much Care as I can to prevent all man- 
ner of pradices by that ſort of men, and of others too why 
have been tampering in a high degree with Foreiners, and 
.cortriving how to introduce Popery amongſt us 


And the Lord Chancellor told them amongſt other 

things - 2 
That there was a ſtrange Concurrence of ill Accidents at 
that time, that it was not to be wonder d at, if ſome honeſt 
and good men began to be troubled and have thoughtful hearts; 
| - Ws 1s 
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yet that which is infinitely to be lamented, is, That malici- 
ous men too begin to work, upon this Occaſion, and areinno 
| ſmalh hopes to raiſe a ſtorm that nothing ſhall be able to 
allay. By which laſt paſſage I ſuppoſe his Lordſhip 
refleted upon theſe men I have been diſcourſing of ; art 
leaſt I am ſure-the event hath apply'd it to them, and + 
made that period look too like a Prophecy for the good 
of Ergland. $s 
Idefire my Reader would not expect from me a full 
Hiſtory of TranſaRions of this Seſſion of Parliament, 
becauſe this would ſwell the Diſcourſe intotoo great a 
bulk, but yet I ſhall give an Account of ſome of the 
moſt material Occurrences which ſuit my purpoſe , and 
I ſhall begin with the Addreſs they preſented to his Ma- 
jeſty concerying the removing all Pepiſh Recuſants from 
within Ten Miles of the City of Londox%Þ which was 
tendered to his Majeſty by both Houſes of Parhament 
on Saturday the Twenty ſixth of the ſame Ofober, which - 
T have tranſcribed atlength to ſhew the Zeal of the Hou- 
ſes for his Preſervation, and his Majeſties ready Comp] y- 
ance with them for their Satisfaction. 


E Your Majeſties moſt dutiful and Loyal Subjefs the 
Commons in Parliament Aſſembled, having taken 

into our ſerious Conſrderation, the Bloody and Traiterous De- 
[tens of Popiſh Recnſants againſt Your Majeſties ſacred Per- 
ſon and Government, and the Proteſlant Religion, wherewith 
. PFour Majeſty hath becn gracionfly pleaſed to Acquaint us ; 
” For the preventing wherecf we do moſt kumbly bejeech Your 
Majeſiz,. That Your Majeſiy would graciouſly pleaſe by Your 
Rozal Proclamation to Command all and every perſon or 
perſons, being Popiſh Recuſants , or ſo” reputed , forthwith 
under pain of Your Majeſties bigheſt diſpleaſure, and ſe- 
vere Exccution of Your Laws againſt ther, to depart aud 
retire themſelves and their Families, from Your Royal 


Palaces 
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Palaces of White-Hal], Somerſet-Houſe, and St. James, 
the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and from all other 
places within ten Miles of the ſame, and that no ſuch Pcr- 
ſon or Perſons do preſume at any time hereafter, to repair or 
return to your Majeſties ſaid Palaces. or the ſaid Cities, or 
either of them, or within ten Miles of the ſame; other than 
Houſeholders, being Traders, exerciſing ſome Trade or manual 


Occupation, and ſetled for twelve Months laſt paſt in Houſes , 


of their own, and not having any Habitation elſewhere, giving 
in their own Names, and the Names of all perſons in their 
Families, to the two next Juſtices of the Peace. And that 
it may beinſerte@int9 theſaid Proclamation, That inmedi- 
ately after the day limited for-their departure the Conſtables, 
Churchwardens, 2nd ctier Pariſh Officers, go from Houſe to 
Houſe in their ſeveral Pariſhes, Hamlets, Conſlabularies ax 
Diviſcons reſpe&ively, and there take an Account of the 


{, 


Names and Surnames of all ſuch Perſons as are Popiih Recu- 


ſants, or ſuſpetted ſo to be, as well Houſeholders, as Lodgers or + 


Servants, and to. car;y a Liſt of their Names to the two next 
Juſtices of the Peace, who are to be thercby required and ,en- 
Joznedtoſend for them and every of them, and to tender thenz 
and every of them the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, 
and to commit to Priſon till the next ſucceedirg Seſſions of the 
Peace, all ſuch perſons as ſhall reſuje the ſaid Oaiths, and at 
the ſaid Sciſions to proceed againſt then according to. Law. 
And that your Majeſty will be pleaſed to dirett Commiiſuons 
to be-forthwith iſſued under the Great Seal of England to all 
Juſtices within the Cities of London and Weltminſter,and. 
within ten miles of the'ſame to Authoriſe and Require them, 
or any two of them,to Admiriſier the ſaid Oaths accordingly. 
And that your Majeſty would further pleaſe t0 Command 
That no Warrant or Licence be granted by the Lords of your- 
Majeſties maſt Honourable Privy Conncil, or any of thens, or 
otherwiſe for the ſtay, return, or repair of any ſuch perſon or* 
perſons in or to any of the ſaid places, till ſome more effeZual 
Law. 
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Law be paſſed for preventing the ſaid Popiſh Cenſpiracies, avid 
for thepreſervation of your Majeſiies Sucred Perſon, and the 
Religion and Government by Law Ejtabli/l. ed, for which we 


| your Majeſties moſt Loyal and Ditiful Subje@s, will always 


employ our utmoſt endeavours and daily Prayers. And 
whereas the ſafety and preſervation of your Majeſtics Sacred 
Perſon is of jo great a Conſequence and Concernment to the 
Proteſtant Religion, and to. all your Sibjefs, wedo further 


| moſt humbly beſcech zour Majeſiy , to Command the Lord 


Ogober 24, 


Chamberlain, and all other the Officers of your Majeſties 
Hor fl'old to take a ſtrict care that no nnkxown or ſuſpitions 
perſons, may have Acceſs near your Mijeſties Perjon. © Ana 
that your Majeſiy will likewiſe-pleaſe to Command the Lord 
Mazor und Licutenancy of London, to *appoint ſufficient 


| Guards of the Trained Bands within the City of London, 


during this Seſſuon of Parliament ; and hkewiſe the Lord 
Lieutenants of Middleſex and Surrey, to appoint the like 


« Guards of the Trained Bands in Middleſex, Weſtminſter 


and Southwark, and other Places adjacent a ſhall be thought 
neceſſary. ED 


To which: long and various Addreſs, bis Majeſty 
Replyd: q 


Tun ſhall have the Effe& of your deſire, and that he would 
give ſpcedy Orders for putting the ſame in Execution. 
And with the ſame frankneſs he granted ſeveral other 
Addrefles made by both or either of the Houſes concern- 
ing this Affair, which are plain Arguments he neither 
favoured the Plot nor the Plotters, as hath been ſince 
moſt falſly and maliciouſly Charged upon him. [HS 
* Before this my Lord Chief Juſtice Scroggs being ſent 


- for by the Houſe-of Commons , at their requeſt *had 


granted 
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oranted his Warrant for the apprehenſion of the Earl 
of Pors, Viſcount 'Stafford, the Lord Arundel of War- 
der, the Lofd Peters, and the Lord Bellaſs, who were 
.then Charged before them as principal Agents in the 
Plot. | 

And although the Lord Viſcount Stafford and the Lord 
Peters complained of this in the Houſe of Lords, yet they 
were commaſgtted by virtue of that Warrant. 

And &dOlibtleſs. had things been permitted to go on 
thus, the bufineſs of the Plot had not bzen continued a 
foot as it is to this day, to the great di{quiet both. of the 
King and Kingdom. 

But to proceed, the Addreſles preſented to the King 
this week, were Firſt, One from both Houſes for a Faſt. 
Secondly, One from the Lords for the Papers relating to 
thePlot. Thirdly, A ſhorter Addreſs than that I have 
recited, for Baniſhing Popiſh Recuſants from the Cities of 
Londou and Weſtminſter and the Liberties thereof, by the / 
Lords only, who notwithſtanding agreed to that of the 
Commons. Fourthly, An Addreſs from the Cemmonstg 
deſire That Mr. Coleman's and all other Papers reJating to 
the Plot might be communicated. to them : to all which 
his Majeſty Aſſcnted: | 

Upon Fryday, the firſt day of Nowember, the Com- 
mons made this Vote : : 


Reſolved Newize Contradicente :: : 
\ ] 

T Hat upon the Evidence that has alreadj appeared toii.ic 
O Howſe, this Houſe is of Opinion, That there has be, 
and ſtill is a dammable and helliſh Plot, contrived and carries ; 
en by the Popiſh Recuſants. for Aſſaſſmnating and Murther:ys  * X 
the King, ſubverting the Government, and rooting cut. ai: 
deſiroying the Proteſiant Religion. | SOT, 


Which. 


LL L007: 
Which being the ſame day communicated to the Lords 
at a Conference, they-moſt readily and unatignouffty con. 
curred with - them in it, promiling further that they 
would ſyffer nothing to be wanting on their parts which 
may preſerve a good correfpondence between the two 
Houfes, which is abſolutely neceſſary to the ſafety of the 
King and Kingdom. And. accordingly the next day at 
a Conference the Lords acquainted the Co@nons that 
the Roof of the Commons Houſe was'ſo rotten, that it 
was in danger upon any great Storm to fall, and that they 
had reſolved to Addreſs to his Majeſty for their remove. 
into the Court of Requeſts, which was kindly takeri by the 
Commons, and the Thanks of the Houſe Ordered to be 
givento the Lords. ia , | 
Memnday, the 4th. day of November a debate ariſing in 
the Houſe of Commons for an Addreſs to be preſented 


. . to his Majeſty That his Royal Highneſs may withdraw 
himſelf from his Majeſties Perſon and Counſels, it 'was 
Ordered that the Debate be adjourned till Fryday morn- 
we, and then to the Tueſday following. 


Saturday, November the 9th. his Majeſty made this fol- 
lowing Spcech to both Houſes. 


. 


©T, Am ſo ſenſible of the great and extraordinary Care 
: [ you have already taken and ſti]l do continue to ſhew 
© for the ſafety of my Perſon in theſe times of Danger, 
<.that T could not ſatisfie my ſeif without coming hither 
* on purpole to give you all my moſt hearty thanks for 
6 It. h 
* Nor do I think it enough to give you my thanks 
© only 5: but Thold my ſelf obliged to let you ſee withal, 
«* That I do as much ſtudy your preſervation tooasT can 
5 poſſible: And that I am as ready to joyn with you 
<in all the ways and means that may Eſtabliſh” a bem 
« Security of the Proteſtant Religion, as your own hearts 
* can 
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<can wiſh, and this not only during my time (of which 
«[am ſure you have no fear ) but iq all future Ages even 
to theend of the World. 

* And therefore I am come to affure you, that whatſo- 
« ever reaſonable Bills you ſhall preſent to be paſt into 
*Laws to make you ſafe in the Reign of my Succeſſor 
Cſoas they tend not to impeach the Right of Succel- 
£ ffon nor the deſcent of the Crown in the true Line, and 
* ſoas they reſtrain not my Power, nor the juſt rights of 
*any Proteſtant Succeſſor ) ſhall find from me a ready 
*cONCUrrence. 

© AndI deſire you withal to think of ſome more effe- 
© ual means for the Conviction of Popiſh Recuſants 
*and to expedite your Counſels as faſt as you can, that 
* the World may ſee our Unanimity, and that I may have 
*the Opportunity of ſhewing you how ready I am todo 
*any thing that may give Comfort and Satisfaction to 
*\uch Dutiful and Loyal Subjeds. 


With which Speech the Commons were ſo pleaſed, 
That they reſolved togoin a Body to give his Majeſty 
their Thanks. At which time his Majeſty returned this 
Anſwer : 


Gentlemen, 


LT fall always be my ftudy to op the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, and to Advance and Support the Imereſt of my 
People. | | 


Upon Mozday the Eleventh of November, the Com- 
mons taking Notice that no Commiſhions had been 
iſſued out purſuant to the Proclamation founded upon 
the Addreſs of both Houſes for the Adminiſtring the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy , defired a Con- 

: I ©. ference 


Nover. 18. 


& 
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ference with the Lords, who ſhewed that they had been 
debating about ſome reſtriion to have been inſerted into 
the faid Commiſſions, but finding it difficult -had that 
Morning Sealed the Commiſſions without any Limitati- 
ons, with which Anſwer the Commons were ſatisfied. 

The next Monday, Secretary Williamſon was Com- 
mitted to the Toner by the Commons, being a Member 
of their Houſe and then preſent, for Granting War- 
rants to Popiſh Recuſants that they ſhould be Muſtered, 
tho they had not taken the Oaths, and ſubſcribed the 
Declaration according to the AR of Parliament. But 
the next day his Majeſty ſent for the Houſe, and after 
a ſhort Reprimand for Committing ſo great an Officer 
without Acquainting him with it, told them he would 
diſcharge the Secretary forthwith, which he did, and 
when the Commons drew up an Addreſs, repreſenting 


the reaſons of their Proccedings, his Majeſty replyed as 
followeth: 


C. Re 


: H I'S Majeſty having received an Addreſs the 19th. 
C Inſtant from this Houſe, is pleaſed to return this 
* Anſwer, That he releaſed Mr. Srcretary Williamſon le- 
* veral Hours before your Addreſs came, as he told you in 
* the Banqueting- Houſe he would do, 

As to the reafon of granting thoſe Commiſſions, his 
* Majeſty Acquainted you art large with them in his Speech 
*when you laſt attended him : but in Anſwer to your 
* preſent Addreſs,his Majeſty promiſeth to recall all Com- 
* miſſions whatſoever given to Papiſts or reputed Papilts 
* either in Ezpland or Ireland, immediately ; and for his 
* remoter Dominions, they ſhall be recalled likewiſe with 
*all the expedition the Safety of thoſe Places will. per- 
*-mit, ; 


i The 


ng 
| WM 

The Secretary abſtained from the Honſe after this, 
and the bufineſs ended. 

On Morday the 25th. of November, his Majeſty by a 
Speech defired the Opinion of the Parliament for the 
continuance or disbanding of the Forces that had been 
raiſed, and were then on foot for the preſervaion of 
Flanders, And on Wedneſday following the Houſe of 
Commons paſſed theſe Reſolves in that Afﬀeair. 


I. © That itis neceſſary for the Safety of his Majeſttes 
*Perſon and Preſerving*the Peace of the Government, 
* That all the Forces which have been raiſed fince Sept. 29. 
©1677. and all others that fince that time have been 
* brought over from beyond Seas from Forein Service be 
$ forthwith disbanded. 

IT. *It is the humble Opinion and deſire of the Houſe, 
© That the Forces which are now in Flaxders may be im- 
*immediately called over, in order to their disbanding. 

TIL. © That this Houſe would to morrow morning re- 
© ſolve it ſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe to 
*confider of the manner of disbanding the Army. 


Which they did the 29th. and paſſed ſeveral Reſolves 
in that caſe, too long tobe here inſerted. 

On Saturday the 3oth. of November, his Majeſty paſ- 
ſed an AQ for diſabling any Papiſt to fit in either Houſe 
of Parliamenty in which was a Teſt preſcribed, and the 
Members of both Houſes Commanded totake the Oaths 
of Supremacy and Allegiance alſo: but there was a Se- 
cond Bill tender'd to him, Entituled An A& for preſerving 
the Peace of #he Kingdom by raiſing the Militia, and con- 
tinning them in Duty for Two aud Forty Days. Which his 
Majeſty refuſed to paſs, and gave this reafon for itina 


thort Speech, 3x. 


I 2 He 
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He told the Lords and Commons, That he did not re- 


Journal of the fyſe to paſs this A&R for the diſlike of the matter, bu 
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the manner, becauſe it puts the Militia for ſo many days 
out of his power, if it had been but for half an hour, 
he would not have Conſented to it, becauſe of the ill 
Conleguences it may have hereafter, the Militia being 
wholly in the Crown; and fo faras he is enabled by Law 
to raiſe the Militia, 1t they will enable him with money 
to pay them, he ſhall employ ſach of them as he thinks 
fit, and are necefſary. for the ſafety of himſelf and the 
Kingdom. »S 

His M3jeſty ſaid (alſo he had paſſed the other Bill 
which isof very greatimportance, of which there may 
be ill Conſequences hereafter, but he was willing to ob- 
lige them, who have thought it fitting at this time, and 


hopes they will be careful to give him all due Satisfation 


for the future. His Majeſty alſo gave further Satisfacti- 
on to the Commons about the Mz{;ztia Bill, the Fourth of 
December following. 

To look a little back, On Thurſday the 28th. of this 
Month, the Houſe of Commons having with great Secre- 
cy Examined Mr. Bedloe and Mr. Oats, Voted this follow- 
ivg Addreſs: 


\94 V4 E zour Majeſiies moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjects 
the and Commons, 
in this preſent Parliament. Aſſembled, having received In-' 
formations , by ſeveral Witneſſes of a moſt Deſperate and 
Trayterous Deſign and Conſpiracy, againſt the Life of your 
Sacred Majeſiy, wherein to their ereat Aſton;Swent , the 
Lueer zs particularly Charged and Accuſed. In diſcharge 
of our Allegiance, and out of our Afettions and Care for 
the preſervation of your Majeſties Sacred Perſon, and con- 
Jequently of the whole Kingdom, do moſt humbly beſeech your 


Majeſiy, 
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Majeſty, That the Queen and all her F _ and all Papiſts 
and reputed Papiſts, be forthwith removed from your Maje- 
ſties Conrt at White-Hal]. 


This being ſent up to the Lords for their Concurrence, 
after an exact Enquiry into the Evidence upon which it 
was grounded, their Lordfhips rejected it on the Fryday 
following. | 

On Wedneſday the Fourth of November, The Commons. 
drew up another Addreſs to his Majeſty, and delired the 
Concurrence of the Lords to it, for the Apprehending 
Diſarming and Securing all Popifh Recuſants, and all o- 
thers who ſball or may be juſtly ſuſpected Papilſts, and 
them to oblige in Recognizances with ſufficient Bail to 
keep the Peace and be of good behaviour, and in default 
thereof them to impriſon, and to return the Names of 
ſ\uch perſons with their Recognizances to the next gene- 
ra] Seſſions of the Peace tor their reſpective Limits, to: 
proceed thereupon according to Law: which was done 
accordingly. | 

The next' day five of the Members of the Houſe of 
Commons impeached each of them ſeverally one of the 
bve Lords in the Tower :. viz. 


Mr. Michael Wharton, Henry Lord Arundel of Wardor. 
Mr. Baziſier Maynard, William Earl of Powis.. 

Mr. Thzz, John Lord Bellaſis. 

Sir Scroop How, William Vilcount Stafford. 

Sir Philip Warwick, William Lord Peters. 


With promiſe that they would in convenient time Ex- 
_ to their ;Lordſhipsthe Articles of the Charge agaiult 
Fhere wag alſo ſeveral Addreſſes and Votes in both 
Houſes concerning Mr. Oats, whom his Majeſty bad 
Ordered 


To Dec, 14, 
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Ordered to be cloſely obſerved to prevent Aſſaſſination 
on one hand, and being tampered on the other, 

The Week following was ſpent by the Commons in 
preparing a Bill for the paying off and disbanding the 
Army. | | 

On Thurſday the r9th. of December, the fatal buſineſs 
betwixt the Earl of Darby, and the late Amballadour in 
France, Mr. Mountagne, then a Member of the Hovſe of 
Commons, came firſt upon the Carpet in the Lower 
Houſe ; his Majcſty giving them Account that he had 
Ordered the ſeizing Mr. Monntagres Papers upon Infor- 
mation, he held ſeveral private Conferences with the 
Popes Nuncio in France without any Dire@ions or In- 
ſtruQtions from his Majeſty. 

To which the Houſe demurr'd, and. defired to know 
whether the Information were given upon Oath, and of 
what Nature the Offence was that was thus complained 
of. | 

But the ſaid Mr. Monrtague producing two Letters of 
the Earl of Danby's to him, when Ambaſladour in Frerce, 
turned the Houſe ſo violently againſt the Earl, That they 
reſolved forthwith to Impeach him, and accordingly ap- 
pointed a Committee to draw up Articles againſt him the 
fame day. 

And fearing this Career might have beenſſtopt, they 
pared this Reſolve, and made it be entred as a ſtanding 
Order. 

That Mr. Speaker ſhall n0t at any time Adjourn the Houſe 
without a Queſtion firſt put, if it be inſiſted wpox. 

Having done little or nothing the day following, on 
Saturday they brought in Six Articles againſt him, and 
after a ſharp Conteſt Voted them all againſt him. 

Which was no ſooner done but all the Noiſe and Diſ- 
courſe was turned' from the Popiſh Plot and the five 
Lords in the Tower, to the Earl of Daxby 3 and +4 

! nat 
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that ſpoke moſt modeſtly ſaid, It was a haſty and unſea- 
ſonable AR, foreſeeing eafily enough that it would break 
that Seflion of Parliament. 


On Monday, without taking any other Notice of a py, 23. 


Mefſage from his Majeſty, but the reading ſome Letters 
' ſent withit, they went on with the Impeachment, and then 
Reſolved, | 

© That an Addreſs be made to his Majeſty humbly to 
«defire his Majeſty to have a great regard to the Safety 
* and Preſervation of his Perſon, 

Andthen ſent up the Articles of Impeachment to the 
Lords the ſame day. 

Saturday being ſpent in debating the amendments of- 
fered by the Lords to the Bill tur Disband*1g the Army, 
wherein ws pr bard things were put upon his Majeſty, che 
Army, and the Court of Exchequer, which were <d:ge- 
[ted by his Majeſty and the Lords, by reaſon of the great 
defire he and they had to free the Nation from the Charge 
of the Army. | | 

On Monday the 3oth. of December, the King ſent for 
the Commons to attend him inthe Houſe of Lords, where 
he Paſſed the Bill for Disbanding the Army, and Pro- 
rogued both Houſes'of Parliament tothe Fourth day of 
February following : 


The Journal of the Lords Houle faith, the King made 
a Speech. to this efiect to both Houſes. 


*T YIS Majeſty (aid, That it is with great. unwilling- 
© [| {| neſs that he is comera tell them that he intends to. 
* Prorogue them ; all of them are witneis that he hath 
* not been uſed well, the particulars of. which he will ac- 
* quaint them with at a more ſeatonabl- time, in the 
* meantime he will immediately enter upon the Nisband- 
*ing of the Army, and do what he can tor the good 

. « of: 
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< of theKingdom and ſafety of Religion,'that he will 
© proſecute the Diſcovery of the Plot to find out the In- 
<{iruments of it, and he will take all the Care thar is 
© in his Power to ſecure the Proteſtant Religion as it is 
© now Eltabliſh'd. He ſaid he had no more to fay to 
« them, but leaves it to the Lord Chancellor to Prorogue 
* them as hehad commanded him. 


Thus ended that Seſſion of Parliament afcer the 
Houſe of Commons had chalk'd out a way for their 
own diſſolution, which followed not long after. 

The Houſe of Commons in this Seſſion were divided 
into two great Parties, which were called the Conre- 
Party and the Country-Party, almoſt equal in number, 
and all other things, but the ſmall advantage that was 
Jay on the ſide of the latter, and they carried every 
Vote they contended for.. But inthe Houſe of Lords 
the Country-Party, were not conſiderable after the Plot 
had broke their pnder-hand dealings with the Popiſh 
Lords. x 

Accordingly it ſeems to me by the Journals which 
have read with great care, the Proceedings of theſe 
two Houſes were very different. | 
- The Houſe of Commons repreſented all things to the 
World with a dreadful confuſed AſpeA, which wrought 
upon the fears and apprehenſions of many People, but 
- ſtill there happen'd to intervene ſo many Obſtruions 
to publick buſineſs, that little progreſs was made among 
themſelves toward any proviſion for the more effeQual 
ſuppreſiing of Popery, neither could thoſe excellent 
means be brought to paſs, which the Lords ſent down 
for that purpoſe, with mellage after meſſage, to preſs the 
minding of them. 

There was only three Bills tender'd to his Majeſty, 
which were all begun in the Lower Houſe, that for 

X Diſabling 


_— 


(65) 
Diſabling Papiſts to ſit in either Houſe ; that for Raiſing 
he Militia for ſore time, which was refuſed : and that for 
Disbanding the Army. I 

But in the Houſe of Lords the greateſt care imagi- | 
able was uſed to find out the bottom df the Plot, 
and every thing that was tendered was diligently fearch- 
d out, and with great Care and Prudenceenquired intd, 
and fit Remedies propoſed either by Addreſſes or New 
Bills, and which apon a fair underſtanding with the 
ommons, would in a ſmall time have put an end to 
that reſtleſs Faction. 
His Majeſty in the interim denied nothing that was 
\sked by both or either of the Houſes, except the 
Militia Bill; yet the World was made to believe that 
he and the Coxrt-Party ſtifled the Plor, and the Conrtry- 
Parties were forced to drag it forth as Hercules did Cer- 
berys with mighty Labour in ſpight of a vaſt reſiſtance. 
And it is very obſervable that the five Lords were not 
impeached of a long time after they were Impriſoned, - 
and that no Articles were tender'd againſt them in all this 
Seſſion, | | 

But they Impeached the Treaſurer the fame day he 
was Accuſed, and ſent up Articles againſt him the 
Fifth day , -which occaſion'd the laying afide all proceed- 
ings concerning the Plot, to run down this Miniſter of 
tate, | 

The Di:banding of the Army alſo was ſo ſudden; 
and limited to ſo ſhort a time, that his Majeſty was 
forced to ſend for the Forces out of Flanders in the 
depth of the Winter, by which means many of thoſe men 
that had with ſo much Courage and Bravery, to the- 
Immortal Glory of the Engliſh Nation, beat the French 
at Mozs, periſhed by Sea and Land, through ſickneſs, 
want and cold, who might have been preferved by being 
continued there till the Spring; to fay nothing of the 
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Scotch Rebellion, that brake out 1mmediately upon th 
Difſolution of that Army, which might have prove 
_-of COT conſequence, had it not been timely (uy 
reſt, | 

Neither would I of all the World have concerned n 
{clf about any of theſe things if they had ended her, 
| bit Erglavd was not fo happy, and I ſhall think oy 
condition very hard, if we may not repreſent 1t toth 
World. 

Nor do I deſign any thing by this, but to put tho 
Gentlemen who are tranſported by the Noiſe and Ar 
of a Fagion to a& beyond their Intentions, upon rs 
fleting upon what is paſt, that they may be forewarnel 
how they follow them into further miſchiefs. 

The Journal Books of both the Houſes being Pri 
ted, I refer the Reader to them for what I have note 
preſſed, and for what I have; forI may be miſtakenu 
ſome particulars, tho I have taken all the care I can to pre 
 ventit. AndIamnotwilling to ſwell this Diſcourſe int 
a volume, which I intend but for an Eſſay or Taſt 
what may be ſaid. | | 

The 24th. of January following, his Majeſty Diflolve 
this long Loyal Parliament by Proclamation. 
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Ma HE kind reception the former Part 
$ of this Diſcourſe found in the World 
hath drawn forth this Second,which 
SS had otherwiſe expired in 4s much 

' Becrefie as it was Written. Nor 
am I concern'd for the future fate 


of either of them. ” | 
But if I might be ſo happy as to diſcover the Errors 
of thoſe courſes which bave brought theſe three Po- 
tent Kingdoms, and this moſ> Excellent Church into 
4 diſ-efteem abroad, and great danger at home, and 
ſo might contribute in the leaſs to the prevention 
of thoſe Miſchiefs that in time may hazzard the Ru. 
* ine of them, T ſhould then account my ſelf bleſſed, and 
my undertaking proſperous hat ever effeft it might 
happen ta have upon my private Fortunes. 

Next the Preſervation of the publick Peace of any 
People , the Advancing Trade and Commerce , 
and the Effefts,of theſe, Wealth and Power ; Repata- 
tion and the Conveniences of bumane Life, are chiefly 

to be reguarded ; and if I can ſhewthat the contrary 
- A 2 


_- 


**5»-...: our late Methods, I ſhall not queſtion, 
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tf all theſe will attend the proceeding any M urther in 


t all that 
have any kindneſs for themſelves will ſee that it is 
their Intereſt to deſert them. 


Commerce and Trade ſpring Naturally from mo 
and Setled Governments ; and are cheriſhed and 
ſerv'd by the mutual Truſt and Confidence, = 
and Kindneſs which Men have in, and to each other ; 


and where = fail, there is a ſtop, and Jevetime: a 
total ruine of the former. 


A very Ar refleftion on the Phviencs that 
do attend a War of any Kind, will ſatisfie a perſon 
of mean Capacity, That Trade will ſtand ſtill when 
the Sword is in Metion, for Men will not care to 
venture their Eſtates or * Perſons abroad, when the 
may juſtly expeft to fall into the Hands of Soldiers, 
who purchaſe the richeſt Commodities with their 
Swords, and pay off the Traders with ready Blows 
inſtead 0 Mony. 

The ſame Ra though net ſo viſibly, muſt attend 
any Government that reels and ſtaggers, and feems 
every day likely (by violence) to be changed into-ano- 
ther ; for who wonld imploy his Time , Stock, and 
Thoughts, to encreaſe that Wealth, which a Stranger, 
and it may be his Mortal Enemy, may raviſh from 
bim im 4 moment, after many years toyl and labour 
to. asquare it ? 


Beſides, 


over any People, to take Care betimes to lodge their 
Fortunes, or a conſiderable part of them, in places 
that are better fecur'd; the Conſequence of which 
is, that not only what was imported us waſted, but 
much that might have been brought in: is diverted , 
and the Neighbour Nations are by that means En- 
riched, whilſt the Miſerable People languiſh and 
feel one of the worſt Effefts .of War, Want, even 
in the time of a ſuſpicious Unſetled Peace. 

But this (though bad enough) us not all, tbe richeſt 
Men. in ſuch Countries, who have - any Conſiderable 
quantities of Treaſure will be likely-too, to fecure as 
much as they can well ſpare abroad ;: not knowing how 
ſoon that which they have by them may fall into other 
Hands, who will give them but ſmall thanks for. it ; 
and it may be, deſtroy them as they. do Bees towards 
Winter,that they may. rifle the Hive with: the greater 
Security. "Thus will much more be Exported that 
might better have been Kept at Home,and the Wealth 
. of the Nation be inſenſibly Waſted. 

And without either of theſe, the diftruſts and fears 
of men amongſt themſelves will leſſen their Induſtry, 
and make them court even Poverty it ſelf ,when it pro- 
miſeth more Security than an Inviduous Fortune. 

But if- this Fffe& be not uſual, eſpecially when 


Dangers 
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' Beſides, it is not unuſual for Merchants (wbo are - 
quick ſighted) when they perceive a Storm to hang ..i * 
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Dangers are at a diſtance, yet: T ſuppoſe fete men 
are. ſo ignorant as not to have obſerved, that ſome ſha- 
ken Governments have endeavoured to fecure them. 
ſelves by the Poverty of their People, who are com.- 
monly eaſieſt Govern'd, when like a Ship they. are not 
over-loaden with the weight of too much Wealth , and 
this muſt of neceſſity have a miſchievous Effeft upon 
any People, when their Governours contrive their Im. 
poveriſhment, and promote it in ſuch ways, that they 
ſhall feel the Effe&,and yet never fee the Cauſe ; it is 
true, we have had nothing of this yet, but who knows 
how ſoon we may, if we goon ſtill to provoke tit. 

I wiſh I could as truly ſay, that the Trade and 
Commerce of theſe Countries have nat deſignedly been 
diminiſhed and impaired by them who are oppoſite to 
the Eftablifht Government, with intention to render 
it uneafie and bated, and the People diſcontented and 
ungovernable : but the truth #, there bave many 
things been done of late years, or omitted when they 
might have been done, which 1 believe no Mortal can 
give any ſound reaſon for, if this Were nat at the 
bottom ; and this bath, and will bave the ſame Influ- 
ence upon us, as if thoſe that are properly called our 
Governours had done it, 

But not to drive this any further, It is a known 
Method of promoting broyls in Governments, to ſtap 
the Supplies that ſhould preſerve and maintain them , 

and 
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mdthen-if a People be really very rich, yet if the 
Governmont thas ſhould preſerve their Wealth be [+ 
popr 45 not #0 be able to Lake them, the People have 
been always in danger, and ſometimes aftually ruin'd. 
' Thus was Charles the Marty brought to yield ſo 
much , that at laſt he was forc'd to defend the reſt, 
and himſelf with his Sword ; which beſides all the 
\ Bload fred, eccafraned the Expence of .@ vaſt Trea- 
ſure ; and went very near to the ruine.of theſe Three 
Nations. 1 ſhall not need to determine how far this 
Courſe hath been of late-purſu'd.; but Tjay it tends 
tothe ruine of our Trade and. Commerce, bythe ſame 
_ as it makes our Government weak and. 00u- 

temptible m the World. 

When the dangers to any Government bave ari en 
from (Contending Parties or. F aftions yaithin it ſelf, 
' nothing 4s more wfual then for thoſe Parties to en- 
deavour the impoverifhing of each ather by inter- 
rupting, diverting, and hindring .cach others Trades ; 
«nd refuſin 's Lak toother the: Aid and Aſſeſhance that 
is abjolutely neceſſary for the promoting them ;: avid 
that this us every day done among us, & tao apparent t9 
be denyed ; and the Effefts this hath upon. the whole 
Trade of the Nation axe «fuch,. as uo man” canpe- 
nevrate to the bottom of them, or tell where the Mi- 
xbief* wil end. 

That 7 nay make hoſe general RefleSions anare 
uſe eful 
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uſeful. to my, Country-men, "1 will take 8 ſhort view 
of the ſtate of the Trade of England, ſince the be. 
" ginning of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth of Bleſ- 
fell Memoryo > 03a ng hn ood wh upon 
.. The'State off England was then very low, and.its 
Condition Deplorable, when God brought that Excel. 
lent Prince. from the Miſeries of. a Priſon.to Oup- 
port. and. Reſtore it.; ©-cannot poſſibly better \repre- 
fent this than'in the Words of, Camden : '* The State 
© of England. was moſt miſerable. at. that time., as 
* being involved in &Wer..with Scotland' on the one 
* fide, and France on the:other.;. oppreſſed with' the 
* Debts which Henry the Eighth, and Edward the 
© Sixth had Contratted ; the Exchequer was Exhau- 
| © ſted ; Calis and the County of Oyen, and in them 
© a great'Magazine, were loſt:to the diſhanour of. the 
EnglifhiName; and the. People were divided in 
© their Opinions concerning Religion. The Queen had 
* Cognatio-'*0 Potent Friends, nor was fortified with the * Al- 
Ms © liance:: (or Kindred). of . any Foreign. Princes. i The 
'Trade'-of. -England muſt of neceſſity be very. ſmal 
aphen the Nation was thus Near ruine. 


- But when. the Queen had once ſetled the bufmeſs of 
-Religion;;-:and afterwards had taken care to-priferve 
- it. from Foreign: Violence'; by Repairing her Navy 

Royal, ſo that it was far Superiour' to, aiy.-other; 
. Which . gave ber. Reputation . at home , \and _ 
Ltda : abroad ; 
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abroad ; and alſo from the Attempts of the Papiſts 
aud Diſlenters by ſevere Laws , conſtantly put in Ex. 
ecution, and had thereby Won the Afﬀe&tions of ber 
People, and ſtilled their Fears : They being ſecur'd 
thus at home, began to ſearch all the corners of the 
World for Trade, and ſent forth their Fleets to the 
Eaſt and Weſt Indies, to Muſcovy, (by the Bay of 
St, Nicholas by them Diſcover'd, ) and Green- 
Land, and indeed, whether not ? Whence they re- 
turned with Fonour and Wealth; and made her and 
themſelves Happy. } | 

One thing that gave a great Advantage to the 
Trade, and conſequently to the Wealth of England, 
in her time, Was the Devaſtations which the ſeveri- 
ty of the Duke de Alva, and the Wars of Flan- 
ders thereby occaſion'd, cauſed in thoſe Countries ; 
by Which means we gained ſome Addition to our Peo- 
ple, the knowledge of - ſome Manufa&ures, which we 
had not before; and alſo a vaſt ſtock of Mony and 
Treaſure, which. altogether had like to have totally 
ruin'd the Spaniſh Netherlands ; bat however this 
concurring with the reſt, helped to advance England 
to that beight of Wealth,and Reputation in the World, 
that it was in ber days the Bulivark of Chriſtendom ; 
and without any conſiderable forrem Aſſeſtance bum. 
bled'and brought down the Houle of Auſtria, which 
then aimed at an Univerſal Monarchy. 

| B 
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But then it cannot be denyed, that together with 
theſe Low-Countrymen, Fafions and Common- 
Weath Principles entred England : And although 
the ſeverity of that Queen, and the great AﬀeFtion 
and Veneration the People had for her, added to her 
Conſtancy, whoſe Motto was Semper eadem, l- 
Tays the ſame, kept them both under, ſo as they 
were never able to give ber any conſiderable diſtur- 
bance ; yet they grew and encreaſcd, and in the Feizn 
of ber Succeſſor tuzged ſtoutly m the Houſe of Com- 
ons for the Viftory with the Court Party, as they 
then ſtiled all that ſtood to the Crown, and kept King 
James at Bay, and deſtitute of thoſe Supplies that 
were neceſſary to-preſerve the Grandeur of the Crown, 
and the Reputation of England ; and forced him to 
ſpend Seven Nears of bus Reign without calling any 
Parliaments ; and the laſt he called, which was in his 
One and Twentieth Year, involved him in War, And 
the next, baſely Betray'd his Son, who ſucceeded pre- 
ſently after, to the Neceſſity of clapping up a.Diſho- 
nourable Peace for want of Means to carry on a War. 

When. King James came to the Crown, the Diſſen- 
ters of England expefed a mighty advantage by it, 
becauſe Scotland bad been always Presbyterian 
( from whence he came ) during his time, and they 
hoped:bus Education might have ftyongly influenced him 
to favour them, above the Religion Eft ablifhed';- and 


upon. 
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IX 


pon this intuition, they procured the Conference at Jan. 14. 
Hampton Court : but alaſs, they had fo baſely and 1593: 


Traiteronſly uſed him in Scotland, and be Was a 
Prince of that great Learning and Prudence, that 
when they deſired a kind of Presbyrerie to be Setled 


here ; He replyed, * If you aim at a Scotch Presby- pr. C. H. 


rerie, it agreeth With Monarchy as God and the £. 10-p- 19, 


* Devil ; then Jack and Tom, and Will and Dick 
* ſhall meet ,and Cenſure me and my Council. Therefore 
© IT reiterate my former Speech, Le Roy S” avilera 
© ( the King will be adviſ.d; ) tay T pray for one Se- 
* yen Tears before you demand it, and then if you find 
* me grow purſie and fat, I may perchance hearken 
unto yeu, for that Government will keep me in breath, 
and vive me work enough. And in the next Pa- 
ragraph, be tells them, * That he had learned by the 
* Example of his Mother, and their dealings with him 
* m bs Minority, this Maxime, NO BISHOP, 


Cc 


& 


*NO KING. So theytotally failed of their ex- 


pefted advantage, and were kept under, though with a 

gentle hand, in all his time. | 
But when hus Son Succeeded, and in his Parl:ia- 
ments found hw ſtrong theſe Faftions w-re, who had 
in 4 great meaſure prevailed upon the Free-men,and 
Free-holders of the Nation, to ſend up thither great 
Numbers of good Common. wealth: men, 'as they then 
ſtiled them , that is, Fafious, Ambitious, Diſloyal 
B 2 Perſons 
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Perſons, that hated the Religion and Monarchy by Law 
Eſtabliſhed; and when he ſaw theſe made it their bu- 

meſs to encreaſe the neceſſities of the Crown, and 
then denyed juſt and neceſſary ſupplies, but upon 
ſuch terms as would have ruined him ; and When be 
alſo perceived that one great deſign of theirs was to 
render him and his Government odious , by clamo- 


ring eternally againſt bis Condutt and Mmiſters of 
State. He then ſaw there was an abſolute neceſſity 
of a more effeFual and vigorous Execution of the 
Laws againſt them. 

Roger Cokes * Hereupon thele godly men grew impatient, 

—_— and one part of them in the years 1636, 37, 

part.3.p.1z. and 3$, fled over into Holland, and planted 
tiemſelves at Leyden, Alkmare, and other places, 
where they inſtructed theDutch in our Woollen 
ManufaQtures of Norfolk and S*ffolk ;and I have 
heard ( ſaith my Author who isa credible 
perſon) Sir Charles Harbord (a perſon of great 
Wiſdom and Inſight in Forreign as well as the 
Intereſt of this Nation) ſay, That if all the 
Biſhopricks of England were ſold, and given to 
the Nation, it would not near compenlate the 
loſs the Nation ſuſtained thereby. And page 
32 of the ſame diſcourſe be informs 4s, That 
in the time of our late Wars the Dutch,by the 


means of theſe Manufactures, got from the 
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Enghſh the Eaſt-land Trade, the Company of 
which heretotore was above all others the 
moſt flouriſhing, and by Queen Elizabeth, 
King James, and King Charles the Firſt was 
termed the Royal Company; for it ſupplied 
Muſcovy, Sweden, Denmark, Poland, and Lifeland, 
with our Woollen Manufacures, and made 
very advantagious Returns by Treaſure 
( eſpecially Hungaria Duckets) andche Com- 
modities of thoſe Countries, into England. 
This Trade till King Charles his Reign, the 
Engliſh ſolely injoyed. About the beginning 
of King Charles his Reign, the Dutch began to 
be Interlopers rather than Traders with the 
Engliſh in it, but in the time of the Wars, b 
the aforeſaid means, the Dutch allmoſt totally 
excluded the Engliſh. We may obſerve how much 
the Trade of the Nation in general ſuffered by all 
this and eſpecially that of No:folk,Suffolk,andEſlex, 
of which the ſaid Author gives an inſtance,pag. 3 3.and 
ſrom thence we may conclude how far the Trade of the 
Nation bath been, and conſequently may again be, im- 
paired byFaFtions if they be encouraged ſtill among ſt us. 
I ought not to paſs over in ſilence,that my laſt quo- 


ted Author, Aſcribes this to the ſevere injunEions 


of Ecclefiaſtical diſcipline, which theſe Zealous people 
would not indure. And I know that many have ufed 
: | this 
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this as an Argument. againſt Perſecution, and for a 
Toleration, Comprehenſion,or ( as the new Name is) 
an Uni But 1 reply if there were no FaStions 
there could be no Perſecution, as they ſtile it nor any 
ſuch dammage of 6ur 1rade and Commerce. Secondly, 
that they Were not thus perſecuted till they bad pro- 
voked that King to the uttermoſt by rendring all 
Parliaments dangerous to the Crown, and brought 
things into tbat State,that neither the Monarchy nor 
the Rel:gion Eſtabliſhed could be any longer preſerved 
without that ſeverity.So we may ſee if they be treated 
gently they grow Numerous, and endeavour to ſubvert 
the Government, if they be dealt ſeverely with, they 
over into forreign Countries and deſtroy our Trade ; 
ſo that both waies our ruine is almoit aſſured by them, 
and trerefore ſhould be no more ticouraged than 
Pyrates and the common enemies of Mankind. 

But-to go on: Another part of theſe people had before 
Planted themſelves in New England im the Weſt 
Indies, where they-bave ſince grown Numerous and 

ich, and. have abundantly praftiſed that ſeverity 
pon others who have diſſented from them, which they 
' clamoured againſt, and called perſecution, when it was 
uſed with more reaſon againſt themſelves. 

The Dutch being much exalted by the peace they 
had made with Spain, whereby they were owned and 
acknowledged for a free and independent State by their 

old 
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old Sovereign, and having acquired a vaſt Treaſure 

by their Trade over all the World, and by redeeming 

the places which were put into Queen Elizabeths 

hands for ſecurity of repayment of the Expence ſhe 

was at to protect their feeble infant State, out of the 

Hands of King James ; having ſo cut off their 

former obligations of reſpe& to the Crown of Eng- 

land, and laſtly being grown ſtrong in Ship| ing and 

knowing Very Well ufen what ill terms King James 

and King Charles the Martyr ſtood with their Par- 

liaments ; fell to plot the mtire deſtruftion of the 

Engliſh 1rade and Navigation ; and m Order to 

this, fell to endeavour the ruine of the Engliſh pig Maje- 
Fiſhery upon our own proper Seas. They had for- Ries propri- 
 merly never 'Fiſhed till they had beg #ed leave of the a Ge yo 
King or of his Governour of Scarborough-Caſtle, th: Britiſh 
this was now thought beneath the Magnificence of the ***- P. 26. - 
Hogan Mogans, . and therefore they refuſed it : 1b. pag. 29. 
They had formerly been limited by our Kings; both for 3* 55: 

the number of the Veſſells they ſhould Fiſh with and 

the time. Now they were reſolved to be their oun 

Carvers, and in order to that, denyed the Engliſh the 

Soveraig nty of the Britiſh Seas, © And asf all this 1b. p16. 

* had not been enough, grew nearer and nearer upon 

*the Engliſh Shores, year by year, than they did in 

"preceding ttmes 5 without leaving any bounds for the 

© Comtry people and Natives to Fiſh tpon their 


* © Prences 


cit 
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* Princes Coaſts, and oppreſſed ſome ofs bis Sub- 
*:efts with intent to continue their pretended poſſeſſuon ; 
© and had driven ſome of their great Veſſells, through 
© their Netts, to deter others-by fear of the like Vio. 
© lence from Fiſhing near them, 8&C. as Secretary 


Nanton, January 241. 1618. acquaints the Lord 
Ambaſſador Carlton : And to juſtify all this they 


ſent out Men of War with their Fiſhermen to maintain 


that by force , which they might have had ofCour- 
tefie for the asking. To prevent theſe diſorders of the 
Dutch, King James Publiſhed. a Proclamation 
in the ſeventh year of his Reign, to aſſert bis Right, 
and exclude all Perſons from Fiſhing upon our Seas, 
without particular . Licenſe ; but they neither valued 
this nor his Remonſtrarices by bis Ambaſſadors, nor 


the like Proclamation made im the twelfth year of his 


Sons Reign, but went on by all the Crafts and Yio- 
lences imaginable to ruine our Fiſhery ; to ſubvert the 
Right and Soveraignty the Kings of England have 
ever had to the Narrow Seas. And all thu only npon 


. 4 preſumption that thoſe Princes would never be able 


The Reign 
of King Ch. 
fol. London. 
I'655. Pag. 
163. : 


to call them to an account by a War for all theſe 
Injuries. : 
And in ' the year 163g, they fell upon a Fleet of 
Spaniards im our Ports and Harbours with Canon 
and. Fire-ſhips, ſo furiouſly,as made them all cut their 
Cables, and being  53-in, Namber 2.3 ran an;ſlore, 
Et 7 3 old 
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and ſtranded in the Downs, Whereof Three were 
burnt, Two ſunk, and Two per iſhed on the Shoar ; 

the remainder of the Twenty three being deſerted by 
the Spaniards, who went to Land, were Manned by 
the Engliſh to ' ſave them from the Dutch ; and the 
other Thirty Ships put to Sea, of which only Ten 
eſcaped ; thus far for the Narrative in ſhort, And 
now be pleaſed to read the Opinion of the Hiſtorian 


Kpon this. 


© Theſe Two Potent Enemies, bemg both Friends lbid P. 165. 


* to England, the Britiſh Seas ought by rule of 
« State to have been an Harbour of Retreat to ſecure 
* the Weaker from the Stronger , not the Scene of 
* thetr Hoſtile Ingagement, and bad this preſumptuous 
* Attempt of the Hollander met with a King, or in 
© times of another temper, it would not it's like, have 

* been ſo ſilently connived at, and their Viftory might 
© have coſt them the loſs of Englands Correſpondence, 

* &c. beſides the King, the Dutch well knew was 


© of a Genius, as not querulous, ſo if provoked very 


* placable , and the Diſpoſition of his Afﬀairs, as 
© well as of his Mind, b waded from expoſtulating 
« the Matter with them. To that height of mjuſtice and 
* tnſolence were the Dutch bs grown, by the Diviſions 
of England, and the ill under ſtanding betwixt the 
King and his Subjefts. This unfortunate Prince 
bad made many brave Attempts before, for the Honour 
C and 
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The Author to the Reader. 
and Safety of the Engliſh Nation without any good 
ſricceſs, for want of ſuch Effetual Supplies from hus 
Parliaments as might enable him to go through with 
them ; and he had taken up a generous Reſolution to 
encreaſe the Navy Royal to a greatneſs proportionable 
to the Dutch, and other neighbour Nations, Who were 


now ſtriving for the Maſtery of the Seas by out-build- 


ing each ether. He got nothing from the Commons in 


Parliament that - was conſiderable, but With great 
difficulty, and accompanied with Remonſtrances, Im- 
peachments of the Chief Miniſters , complaints of 
Grievances, and lowd Clamours of pretended fears 
and jealonſies of Popery, Arminianiſm, Innovations 
in matters of Religion ; and as faſt as this Prince 
eratified them in one thing , they ſtarted another 
Game, hoping at laſt to ruine this Excellent Prince 
by his own Conceſſeons, as at length they did; for 
theſe ſober Proteſtants Were reſolved never to. leave 
asking, till they had brought their King to be their 
Equal firſt ; and at laſt, under them. This proce- 
dure did in part diſcover the Deſign, and neceſſita- 
ted: bim to ſtretch his Preragative to find ſome ſmall - 
Relief for his urgent and preſſing Neceſſities ; 
by Monopolies, Knizht.mony, Loans upon Privy 
Seals, and at laſt Ship-money ; great parts of Which 
Moneys were employed upon the Building Ships for 


the encreaſe of the Royal. Navy : which he did. to 
OL; | that 
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that height, that it was ſo Invincible to any Humane 
Power, that though Sir William Batten i 1648. 
carried a very Conſiderable part of it to his Now Ma- 
jeſty, yet the remainder of it with a ſmall Addition 
beat the Dutch. for all their many years Preparations. 
Ye firſt, all thoſe that ſignalized themſelves by oppo- 
fing the King in theſe Levies moſt, were choſen into 
the following Parliaments, as the beſt Patriots and 
Common-wealth-men, and theſe again made it their 
buſineſs in Parliament by joyning with the Rebellious 
Scots to involve us in that accurſed War which en- 
dangered not only the rue of our Government and 
Trade, but our very Being. 

In the bezinning of that War, the Parliament-ſide 
went down, and m likelihood the King and his Party 
had finally prevailed, if the Scots had not broke out 
again upon the ſolicitation of the Engliſh Parlia-* Page 12. 
ment , Without the leaſt cauſg given them by the King. 5: 19. Of 


y b = 
And during this time, and afterwards too, % Walker os Reon 
{ervations 
upon the Parliament, begun in 1640. pg. 143. SzfF.5. And in the Remon- 
ſtrance of many T houſands in and about the City of London; dated ar. 22. 
1648. to the Army, is this Pafſage. Then ſhall thoſe faithſul Perſons who 
hazarded all for the Parliament, and many of them lent more than their whole 
Eſtates, and now live in Priſon, nay ſtarve for want of it, not be put to devour 
Cathedrals,and ranſack the Monuments of the Nead,but be honeftly paid with 
thanks and requitals z then ſhall not the Publick Faith be out pawned, and ſo 
Iittle care taken to Redeem it, whilſt Millions of Treafure have been convey- 
ed beyond the Seas. Pag. 3. I ſuppoſe this was not all private Treaſures, 
though the loſs is the fame to the Nation, if it were fo. 
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1m bis Hiſtory of Presbytery and Independency 

hath acquamted us ; That many of the Parliament 
Grandees, who beſides their own Wealth Which was 

great, bad drawn in moſt of the Treaſure and Plate 

of the Nation, on ſpecious pretences and the Pub- 

lick Faith, ſent huge ſums over to the Banks in 
Holland and the Weſtern Plantations, that in 

caſe the King ſhould finally prevail; they might have 

a place-of Retreat, where they might enjoy the Blood 

and Tears of the poor deluded People in ſafety and 

ſecurity. | 

But this was not all, during this War the Engliſh 

Trade both at home and abroad. was almoſt totally 

Ruin'd, many Thouſands of "Tradeſmen were either 

Undone, or Killed and Deſtroyed, or forced to ſeek 

quieter Habitations beymd the Seas ; above one hal 

of the Nation (the Welt and the North) were al- 

moſt totally ruined and qgpopulated by the War ; and 

the other half by exceſſsve Taxes, Exciſe, Sequeſtr a- 

tions, &c. by all which ways I have ſeen an Account 
m—__— Printed, That there was about Forty Millims of 
ment, begun Money Collcfted and Spent within the ſpace of a few 
_e oe b years by that Parliament fide only, not one farthing 
5 : | TI O 
' of which turned to any account to the Nation. But 

in the interim, the wife Dutch drive on the Trade 

of almoſt the whole World, and only furniſhed the 
King with Armes and Ammunition for the Jewels of 

the 
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the Crown ; and dealt with the Parliament for Tim- The laſt ci- 
ber, which they ſold of the Crown-Lands, Church. = Remon- 


trance to 


Lands, and the Sequeſtred Eſtates of the Gentry and he Aray. 
Nobility 3 Which Timber the Dutch wiſely employed p: 4: 


in Building Ships to ruine the prevailing ſide when 
the War was done, and then they did not queſtion but 
to be the Soveraigns of the Ocean, and of all the 
Trade and Commerce that s exer ciſed on it ; and 
to [peak the truth, they had then ſome reaſon to bope it 
might have bappened fo: For if England had once 
been brought under,no other" Statecould have diſpu- 
ted- the point ond them ; and England Was then 
preparing it ſelf for ruine, by giving the Hollan- 
ders more advantages than their Modeſty could have 
Wiſhed for. 

And the Dutch were ſo confident, that the $ uceeſ, 
would anſwer their Expetations; that they grew im- 
patient to have Poſſeſſion of. their almoſt aſſured 
Maſtery : and before our Internal  Byoyls were over, 
and the Nation ſetled any way, in the Vear 1652. 
ſet upon our Fleet in the Downs, and if the Ad- 
vantage of almoſt. two to one, and an unexpected 
Aſſault, had not. been over-r uled by the Providence 
of God, and the unparallell'd Valour of the Engliſh, 

they bad certainly deſtroyed them, as -they did- the 
Spaniſh Fleet #1 the ſame place abunt Ten Nears be. 
fore ; and although the Engliſh: fortune and Con- 


rare 
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rage prevailed then, and in the whole Courſe of that - 
War, and brought down the Craft, Treachery and 
Pride of the Hollanders ; yet was the whole Glory 
of theſe Vittortes in which the Rump boaſted ſoimuch, 
( next Gods Mer, cy to theſe poor Nations) owmg ſole- 
ly to the Providence of that Prince they had but a 
little before ſo baſely Murdered as an Enemy to God 
and his People, and then ſtiled the Tyrant : *As 
Mr. Coke hath well obſerved in his Preface to the 
fourth Treatiſe, Otthe Improvement of England _ 
To which: excellent Diſcourſes 1 refer my Reader. 
All that 1 ſhall infer from hence, is, that T hope the 
Nation will never run the ſame hazard of loſing all 
their Foreign Trade agam, by ſiding vith fatti- 
ons Men againſt the Monarchy. 

The Rump having beaten the Dutch, found a 
more dangerous Enemy at home, and being generally 
now hated by the People, were without any difficulty 
turned out by Oliver Cromwel their Hypocritical 
Servant ; who to ſecure himſelf in his ill gottenPoſſeſſe- 
on of the Government, made an unſetled and diſho- 
nourable Peace with the Dutch. Which they im. 
ployed in Building much larger and more Men of 
War than they bad be fore, to prevent the Ruine of 
their States by another Engliſh War ; which coald 
not be concealed from Oliver, who likewiſe encreaſed 


the Engliſh Fleet with many more, and conſidera- 
ble 
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ble Men. of War : as the laft Cited Author tells us. 
| 4s O.C. loſt the Engliſh the Advantage 
of their. Naval Viftories by that Peace he made 
with the Dutch , wbich left the Engliſh nothing 
but a little unprofitable Glory, and the-blows they had 
received from the Hollanders, whilſt it gave-them 
opportunity to grow rich, and prepare for\'another At- 
tempt : So our Tyrant fell ſoon after into another 
extravagance ; be had always an Enthufiaſtick Con- 
ceit that God had raiſed him up to pull down the Whore 
of Babylon, the Man of Sin, the Antichriſtian Pope 
of Rome ; andthis led him into a War with Spain, 
believing that Prince to be the only Bullwark of the 
Papacy : and his Attempts upon the Iſlands in the 
Weſt Indies, and the Plate Fleets belonging to 
Spain, not having that fucceſs he defired by reaſon of 
their diſtance, or perhaps being out-witftd by the 
French Miniſters, be fell i the next- place (in Con- 
jrn&tion with France) upon the Spaniards mm Flan- 
ders; in which War, Dunkirk was taken, and cun- 
ningly Surrendred to Oliver by the French, in hopes 
to encourage our filly Upſtart to go on and help them 
to Conquer the reſt : but two fatal miſchiefs attended 
this, The firſt was, that our Spaniſh Trade, which 
was one of the beſt and moſt profitable the Engliſh 
then had left, was interrupted and in danger to be to- 
tally loſt, as all the Eaſtern Traffick was rendred 

very 


R&X1 + 


XX11 


The Author to the Reader. 
very unſecure by the Oſtenders. The Second was, 
That the Ballace of Chriſtendom was broken, 
and the French Intereſt brought to. that height, as 
to over-power all the Neighbouring Princes, and in 


ſome ſort, to Compel FHus Majeſty before he was well | 


| ſetled after his Reſtitution to reſel them Dunkirk. 


But thefe.things were above the Politicks of our Oli- 
ver, who was a better Sonldier than'a Stateſman. 
How the Domeſtick Trade of England was like- 
ly to flouriſh in this Mans time,may be eaſily conjeftu- 
red by any man that Will but refle# onthe Vaſt Taxes 
were then Arbitrarily raiftd\ without  Parkaments ; 
and the Standing Armies that were then kept on Foot, 
only becauſe he durſt not Disband them, who had no 
other Title than the Sword had given him ; and when 
God called him. in the Year, 1658. to give an ac- 
count fot all the Villanies he had perpetrated with 
ſo much Treachery  Perjury and Impiety ; neither his 
Son Richard who Succeeded him, nor any of. thoſe 
variows Governments, which within the ſpace of Two 
ears followed, were able to Eſtabliſh themſelves ; ſo 
that during that time, there was nothing but Treache- 
ry, Rapine, Confuſio 10n, and Diftruſt to be found m 
the Engliſh Nation : and it was only Gods infinite 
Mercy and Goodneſs Which reſcued us and our Trade 
from total Ruine, by the peaceable Reſtitution of our 
Now moſt gracious $ oVeraign. 
. When 
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' When His Majeſty returned, he brought nothing 
over with him but a Vaſt Debt, contrafted in his Ex- 
ile to preſerve bim, and his, in a mean Condition from 
ſtarving ; and be found nothing here at home but an 
empty Exchequer ; a People exhauſted with Twenty 
Years War and Miſery ; all bis Pallaces disfurniſhed, 
his Magazines 'rifled, his Armory waſted, bis Am. 
munttion ſpent or imbezzel'd,. and the remainder of 
the Army Which bad great Arrears due to them, to be 
Disbanded and Paid off. All theſe: things ea'l'd for 
large $ upplies,” and they were as Loyally and freely 
granted by our Parliaments, as Generouſly imployed 
by His Majeſty to theſe uſes. 708 $e 

But then theſe Good-Common-Wealth-meu who 
had Taxed and Plundered the Nation without mer- 
cy for twenty years before, all on a ſuddain turned ten- 
der hearted, and- begun to bemoan the good Peoples 
hardſhips in the payment of ſuch Sums as their own 
Villanies and Treaſons had made neceſſary: and not 


- 


contented with this, encited the Dutch by large Pro. Skynneri 


miſes of Aſſuſtance to enter another War with us 
which (though we prevailed) had fatal Conſequences, 
the Plague falling in with it, -and a great part of 


.Motuus 
» Compoſiti. 


the City of London being Burnt at the ſame time, far the Burn: 
which Fire is ſaid to have been began by ſome of ing of Lon- 


theſe godly Male-Contents, ( on purpoſe withont doubt 


to promote Trade, ) though the whole blame is now Nar. Arr. 
D laid e534 
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laid upon the Jeluits, who mizht poſſubly put the 
Fifth Monarchy-men upon. it © und hath \ been. fince 
6wpued. | NE EE 8 

I Confider, That I am Writing a Preface to a 


ſmall Book, and therefore endeavour to be ſhort ; and 
for ought 1 know, may be dark ; | bat if #ll this be re. 
fleied, on, ws it onght, it will be a wonder not that 


var Trade is ſo little, but that it is not totally Ran'd, 
But then my dear Countrymen, mug not Heaven 
and Earth ftand amaztd at.vxr' SIAprait) and folly, 
if we ſhall ſtill gov on ftubbornly. w1 thoſe very ways 
which we have found ſo deſtrutive #d #5 « but there is 
a greater wonder in it yet'; we ſtabs, and-Yeound 
oux, own Vitals © (our Trade aud Commerce, ) and at 
the fame time, pretend we are hor#ibly afraid others 
ſhould ruin #8 many years bence;we careſs and cheriſh 
theſe very Men and Fatiions, that once before Impo- 
verifhed us 19 almeſt Beggery , we are hard at Work 
ta rune that Government, by making 'it edjous_tothe 
People, under which England hath flouriſhed in 
Wealth and Power in Reputation and Pence at home 
and abroad ſo mwiy Ages, and to fet up one inthe 
ftead of-it, which within the memory of Man, ſo 
narrowly miſſed of Rnining us forever. Do you 
think another doweſtick War will encreafe the Wealth, 
@ Trade; or Navizetion,or Repwtation of England. 
Confider 'your S ed. eaſt Towns, from {Dover to 

| Barwick, 
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Barwick, and obſerve how many of them are falling 
down, or empty of Inhabitants, or poſſeſt by Men 
that are able to drive no Trades : Conſider the Fiſhery 
of all ſorts,conſider the falls of your Rents and Farms; 
and when you have thought ſeriouſly of them, think 
once more whether the pretended fears of Popery 
and Arbitrary Government ought ſo to .poſſeſs 
y0#, and to keep you intirely from refletting on what 
death more immediatly concern you, and which if but a 
little longer Neglefted, will end if not in Popery, 
in Beggery ; if not in — Government, 
in. Anarchy, War, and Confuſion. | 

But though Men may Conſider theſe things as 
much , or as little as they pleaſe, yet T crave the Li- 
berty to Conclude upon the whole, T hat whoever pro- 
motes Fattions in Church or State, is an Enemy to 
Trade and Commerce, and that when ever the Govern- 
ment of this, or any other Country is indangered, the 
Traffick of that place will ſuffer proportionably ; ſo 
that let them pretend what they will to the contrary, 
they that promote our preſent Diſturbances are as great 
Enemies to the Free-men and Free-holders of the Na- 
tron, and all that are any way concerned m Trade, as 
| they are either to the Crown or the Church. 
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THE | 
SECOND PURT. 
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 - Frer-Men and FREE-HOLDERS 
OE THE 


N A I I ON. 
LI 4) DEX ES Majeſty had no ſooner declared 
7 1 [% the Long Loyal Parliament Difſol- 
h Z ved, and by His Royal Writ, Com- 
— Tx manded another to be choſen, ro 
5:3 meet the Sixth of March following, 
& . but the Subjects in every place be- 
& care divided amongſt themſzlyes, 
and there being men,yot only of arffe- 
rext, but of oppoſite Intereſts offered to the People ; 
the choice was rendred very difficult and uncertain,but 
the Oppoſition, Feuds and Paſſions of the Contend- 
ing Parties was apparent and certain enough. 

— The Diſlenters 1n the interim, who had with much 
1mpatience expected this day of Deliverance from this 
terrible Parliament, and had ſought the Diſſolution of 


itſo many Years, by all thoſe Arts I have 
: thz 


. 


=_ 
the former Part now began tg lift up their heads, ex- 
petting to have another tugg for the Day, and having - 
before wrought upon the meaneſt but moſt Nume- 
rous part of the Free-men and Pree-holders, and the 
weakeſt of the Gentry, by Jading their Ears with te- 
dious canting Diſcourles againſt Humane Inſtitutions, 
Perſecuting Gods People, and Arbritxary Govern- 
ment ;. and now of late, with Tragical Repreſentations 
of the Popiſh Plot, Maſſacres, Popery, and Superſtiti- 
on ; flew from their ſullen retirements, and Riding 
Night and Day about the Villages,and trudging abour 
the Corporations,incited thoſe they found willing, and 
perſwaded, intreated, and ſometimes hired thoſe they 
found leſs diſpoſed: to. joyn with them, and by che 
choice of a ſober Proteſtant Parliament, (as they pre- 
tended) $9 defiver the Nation from Popery and Arbitra- 
7y Gougrnrmernt, which were good Words, bye had a 
Knaviſh fignification in their Senſe, and if any Man 
ſmelt ir out, and told them truly, they were neither 
for Popery.nor i Arbitrary Goverument, nor yet for Pu 
ritaniſms and a Common-wealth , they ran him down 
with noiſe, or traduced hin behind his back to their 
Neighbours as 2 Papiftin Maiſquerade,*and a Man of 
Arbitrary Principhes. 

But if a Man had: but chanced todrop a Word by 
way of queſtioning the Truth of one Tittle the ma- 
ny Informers had given out concerning the Pho, or 
thele Zealots had raiſed by way of. Conjequence, pre- 
ſcotly they flew in his face, 28d. villifted him as a defa- 
mer of the Kings Evidence, 4 conceales of the Plot , 
and could hardly forbear ſaying, He was a Partyto it, 
and one of the Conſpirators init. As if we hadnot 
only been bound.to ſubmir our -Baith and Reaſon as in- 
tirely to Mr. Oats's Relation-in every PuniZilio, as to 
the Evangeliſts upon which he Swore it ; but wm to 

waat 
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(3) 
what Inferences a Fattion ſhould draw from it. From 
hence they proceeded to inlinuate iato.the Populace, 
That thoſe Loyal Gentlemen who had been Members 
of the late lovg Loyal Parliatneat, who were then cali'd 
the Court Party, had joyn'd with the Court, ro hinder 
the Diſcovery of the 71, and promote the Deligaes 
of the Pepiſts upon us : And althoughithere was not one 
fyllable of Truth in.this, yet they aſſerted it with that 
confidence, and added ſo many proteſtations, often in- 
terrupting cheir oppoſices with ſuch queſtions as thele, 
What, you are for Poeperyz you are willing to have 
all your Throats Cut? and the like, that they per- 
{waded too great & Number to joyh with them in 
the Excluſtoa of thoſe Geatlemen, 

[a the next place, fearing the greateſt hiadrance 
from the conformable Clergy and the Biſhops, they re- 
preſented them amongſt their Confidents as nothing 
better than the Papefss; 'and amongſt the reſt, as Men 
that had a mighty kindneſs for Popery in their heares, 
( where theſe pryavg people [pied it) though they durſt 
not diſcover 1t for the preſent, ahd with great Alu- 
rance faid, that they would certainly all turn Papiſts if 
the ?/ot went on; though Mr. Oates had affured them 
their Places were diſpoſed of to others before hand,and 
they muſt expect nothing but beggery, aſſaſſination, 
and Ruine : But yet the people who never conſider any 
thing, believe them 1a this too. | 

In the next place, they were to deal with the Gen- 
try and Magpiltrates, and here the task was harder, for 
theſe were never to be wrought over generally to 
them, but amongſt them, ſome were their friends of 
old, others had come half way over to gain the Re- 
putation of Moderate Men ; others had been diſguſted 
by the Governmentz and ſome few had Relations 
amonglt the Diflenters, or Cliſldren, and Brothers 
| Apprentices, 
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Apprentices, Journey-men, and Factors to them, and 
thelc Intereſts prevail'd upon to joyn with them ; the 
reſt they blaſted what they could by the ſame Arts they 
did the Clergy, averring they were Papifs, or favour- 
crs of Pepiſts and Popery, eſpecially, if they had any re- 
lations of that Religion, or had ſhewed the leaſt kind- 
neſs to their Popiſh Neighbours in the firſt Diſcovery of 
the Plot, or had had any acquaintance with them be- 
fore the Plot. TE-3 
And having by all theſe multiply'd Slanders, got 
over a very conſiderable part of the meaner people, 
and yet fearing the party might be too weak, they 
made fraudulent Conveyances for Twenty four hours 
of their Freehold-Lands and Tenements to their 
Neighbours, by this means creating Twenty Muſhrom 
Voters, ſometimes out of Forty pounds a year, and 
ſome that were lets ſcrupulous took the Gifts by word 
of Mouth, without Livery or Seizin, Leaſe or Releaſe ; 
and ſome gave Twelve pence in part of payment for 
thoſe Lands and Tenements they never meanr, nor 
were ever able to Purchaſe further , and fo became 
qualified to give their Votes as they thought , and 
others gave their Children that were Infants part of 
' their Eſtates with them, and brought them along for 
company; and inthe intetim,the Wealthy ſort of Men 
hired Horles, or gave Mony to the more Needy to give 
their Votes for the precious Men that were to keep out 
Popery. | 
The' Conventicle Teachers rallied up their Flocks, 
all but the Aprons, and they were unwillingly enough 
left at home; Theold Committee Men, Sequeſtrators ; 
Army Officers ,. and Soldiers of the laſt Rebellion ; 
who had kept holes ever ſince His Majeſties Return 
for Grief, Confuſion, and Fear, now all took the Field 
agin to Vote too: and with theſe joyned all.thoſe 
ps unwilling 
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willing Conformiſts whether Clergy or Layety who 


have complyed with: the Religion Eſtabliſhed, with 


purpoſe to. ruine it as ſoon as it-is. poſſible, and inthe 
interim, great gain is godlineſs with them : and does 
any man beljeve; all theſe Forces were thus Muſtered 


up for the Service of His Majeſty, the Safety of the 


Monarchy, and the preſervation of the Religion and 

Government! Eſtabliſh/de -, _- | 
'The perſons they recommended to the .people to be 
choſen again, were-firlt, all.choſe Gentlemen, who cal- 
ling themſelves the Country Party in the former Parlia- 
ment had appeared moſt Zealoully againſt the Queen, 
his Royal Highneſs, and the Miaiſters of State: to 
theſe they added as many as they could of the Reliques 
of the old Rebellion, or their Children, and made up 
the Number out of the moderate and diſcontented 
Gentlemen, Burgeſles, and Trades-men, taking in here 
and there an honeſt Gentleman in hopes to win him to 
their ſide by this kindneſs, and ſomerimes this pittiful 
Proje& took. . end | 
| For my part, I think nothing could more confirm 
the Teſtimony of Mr, Oats who informs us, *© That the 
« Catholick Religion was to be brought in the ſame 
* way that they had uled for the Deſtruction of the Fa- 
*ther of the King, and as that could not be efftefted till 
* much Blood was fpilcon BOTH SIDES, 6 
© this mult be effected by effuſion of Blood, and this 
he Expounds-was to be done by weakning and divi- 
«ding 'the Kingdoms of -Exgland, Scotland, and Ireland, 
© by Civil-Wars and Rebellions, as in His (Majeſties) 
« Fathers time, to make way for the French to Seize 
* thele Kingdoms, and totally to Ruine their Infantry 
*and Naval Force: Thele are Mr. 0ats his Words, and 
whoever had ſeen the perſons Muſt”red up, about the 
chooling this Parliament, would have thought, that 
E Forty 
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Forty One Had been returned again, and that the Jeſuits 
uldder the ſhape of: Nonconformiſt Miniſters had been 
turning the. 2: that: way, now God had defeated the 
cloſe: ONne.. MS 

' But thoug Hall 'rhis.Care. was taken, the Diſſenters. 
did notcarry the EleQions every where, nor almoſt any 
where. withont great Reſiſtance... For on the other 
ſide, the Gentry appeared themſelves, and:brought in- 
their Tenants and Deperidences z.'and- many: of: the 
Yeomanry and Free: holders were Zealous. for the 
Church-and Goverament, and in Corporations, the 
Magiſtrates and Eree-men,had not forgot the oldtricks 
of. the Diſſenters , and were reſolved not to be ruin's 
twice-by the ſame Arts, ſo thatthe two Parties were 
almoſt equal there, and m- the Counties the Gentry 
were certainly the ſtronger fide, if Perjury had not 
been employed againſt them ; and in ſome places they 
prevailed againſt that too,. but nor. ſo as: to make an: 
equal Party in the Houſe. - 

The Perlons that ſtood: on this ſide,.were Men of 
Undoubted Loyalty to the King, hearty lovers of the 
Religion Eſtabliſhed;and great Enemies to Paritaniſm, 
Fattion, and Rebellion ; and for. theſe goed:qualities- 
were ftiled by the- contrary. Party-men- of 4rbitrary 
Principles, and-favourers of Popery :. ſome of theſe had 
been Members-of- the Laſt: Parliament, and been of 
that they call the Court Party, who had been-guilty of 
Setling the Monarchy, and Suppreſſing the Rebellion, 
and the Nurſeries of- it the Conventicles ;. and others; 
were taken into fill up the vacancies, of or very.near-- 
ly of the ſame Principles. RET 

The Elections being thus made, the Parliament met 
the day appointed, , which was Thurſday the ſixth of 
Adarch, 1678. and my bulineſs ts to wait upon them, 
and. ſee how matters went in the Lower es 

clally ;; 


ly ts 7 ) : | 
cially ; and as an Introduction I will'take notice of His 
Majeſty's Speech in the firſt place; part of which was 
as tollowerh. | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

C I Meet you here withthe moſt earneſt defire that man 
*can have to Unite the Minds of all my Subjects, 

* both to me, and to one another , and I refolve it ſhall 
* be your faults, if the Succeſs be not ſuitable ro my 
 Edelires, I have done many great things already, in 
- order to that end, asthe Excluſion of the Popiſh 
* Lords from their Seats in Parliament; the' Execution 
* of ſeveral men, both upon the Score of the ?/, and 
*of the Murder. of Sir Edmonberry Godfrey ,' and it is 
; _ that I have not been idle in preſecuting the 
*diſcovery of both, as much further as hath beea 
© poſſible 1a ſo ſhort a time. 

<I have disbanded as much of the Army as I could 
*get Mony todo, and I am ready to disband the reſt, 
*{o ſoon as you ſhall reimburſe the Mony they have coſt 
* me, and will inable me to pay off the remainder : 
*And above all I have Commanded my Brother to 
* abſent himſelf from me, becauſe I would not leave 
* the Malicious Men room to ſay, I had' not removed 
*all cauſes which could be pretended to influence me 
© towards Popiſh Counſels. | 

© Beſides that end of Union which Iam at, ( and 
© which I wifh could be extended to Proteſtants abroad 
*as well as at home) I propoſe by this laſt great ſtep 
*I have made, to diſcern whether Proteſtant Religion, 
*and the Peace of the _ be as truly aimed at 
*by others, as they are really intended by me, for if 
* they be, you will imploy- your time upon the great 
* Concerns of the Nation,and not be drawn to promote 
- Prlvate animolſities under pretences of the publiqueg 
E 2 > YOUC 
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: <your Proceedings: will be calm and peaceable, jn 
.* order to thoſe good ends I have recommended to you, 


©and you will curb the motions of any unruly Spirits 
*which would endeavour to diſturb them. I hope 
© there will be none ſuch amongſt you, becaule there 
© can beno man that muſt not ſee how fatal differences 
*among(t our ſelyes are like to be at this time both at 
© home orabroads;: > : nos hu Lage no HU, 

© I ſhall not ceaſe my endeayours, dayly to find out 
© what more I can: both of the Plot, and Murder of Sir 
© Edmonadberry Godfrey, and ſhall. defire the Afliſtance - 
* of both my;Houles inithat work.. : _ {;-_ 

«I have 'not -been wanting. ih giving: orders for 
© putting, all' the, preſent Laws in _ Execution againſt 
© Papiſts, and I am; ready to joynin the making 
© {ſuch further Laws as may be neceſſary for ſecuring of 
< the Kingdom againſt Popery. E181 


: _ Andatter:a ſhort diſcourſe of ſapply's he goes on. 


* I will conclude' as; F begun, - with wy earneſt de- 
© fires to have this, a Healing Parliament, and I do 
*give you - this Aſſurance, that I will with my 
< life defend -both ;the Proteſtant; Religion and the 
< Laws of this Kingdom,j and: I do.txpect from you 
© to be defentled fromthe,Calumny' as.well as Danger 
© of thoſe worlt of men, who endeavour torender me 
< and my Government odiqus to my people, 


ko By.which laſt paſſage Ibelieve his Majefty reflected 


upon the DifſentersandCommonwealth Party, who as 


they were more believed,lo they had been more buſfie in 
.rraducing him, and that with a more Miſchievous 
' Malice, and effec; than-the ; worki -: Jefuits;during this 
-ſhart time, berwixt the. Difdolutioniof the laſt and rhe 
| 'Ele&tion of this preſeat P arliament; and therefore his 

Majeſty had reaſon to ;tell the Parliament he expected 


to. 
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to be defended by them from the Calumny, ( of the 
Difſenters) as well as from the danger.of the Papilts, 
(both which are )-the : worſt | of: men, 8s who did 
endeavour to render | him and his Government Ogious 
wo: his people. {7 31025 21 ne OL 200 bye ant 
The Lord Chancellor*s Speech was for the moſt part 
but an enlargement upon his Majeſtie's,as it ulcs to be ; 
and therefore- I ſhall take notice of lome paſlages 
only init; © - 21-4 
© He adviſed them not to overdo their buſinels, and 
© by being too far tranſported with the fears of Popery, 
< negle& the opportunities they then had of making 
© ſober and laſting proviſions againlt it. 
© Hetold them it was a Cuſtom of the Jeſuits, firſt 
© to' Murder the fame of Princes, and then their per- 
* ſons, firſt ſlandering them to their people, as if they 
* favoured Papiſts, and then to allaſſinate them for 
© being too Zealous Proteſtants. ie 
© He repreſented what. a joy it would be to them, 
to ſee us whom they could not deſtroy by the con- 
ſpiracy, Ruining our ſelves after the diſcovery, by 
incurable jealouſies and diſturbing the Govern- 
ment. Eb WE NEE 
© And that further care might be taken of Regula- 
ting the Preſs, from whence there daily ſtole forth 
Popiſh Catechiſms, Pſalters, and Books of Contro- 
verſie, and Seditious - and Schiſmatical Libells 
tOO.. CaO CE TESTS CHEE] ; 
Wee ſhall now ſee how theſe Counſells were purſued 
by the Parliament. x 
The firſt thing the Houſe of Commons did, was to 
:chooſe Edward Sezmoar, Eſquire, their former Speaker, 
their. Speaker 'again. | But the next day.the, King 
difliking:the.choice, and Commanding them to; make 
a new one, they returned and Adjourned till Saturday 
Morniog. 
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»Morfing. "But not agreeing theo, they deſired a 
further' -time; which: was granted till Ta4/day 
following: The King telling the Meſſengers, that as 
he would"not:have his Preragative. intrencht upon, 
fo he would not do any thing agaiaſt the Priviledges of 
theHouſe, © Port | 

But then inſtead of Preſenting a new Speaker, they 
Preſented a Repreſentation , Claimiog: it asa Right 
to have that Speaker they choſe accepred, if.he were 
not excuſed for ſome Corporal Diſeaſe, which hath 
always (heretofore) been alleadged either by them: - 
ſelves or ſome others, in their behalf in full Parliament, 
.as they laid. 0s 

But his- Majeſty not admitting this. neither, they 
Adjourned till Yeadzeſday,and drew up another Addreſs 
to have the former better conſidered, and to this his 
Majeſty replied he would ſend them an anſwer the 
next day. And accordingly, | 

On Thurſday he ſent for them up to the Houfe of 
Lords, and Prorogued them for one day, and on 

Saturday morning lent for them again, and by the 
* Lord Chancellor Commanded them to proceed to the 
Choice of a Speaker, and Preſent him on Mexday 
Morning, whichthey accordingly did zand then they 
choſe Mr. Sergeant Gregory, of whom his Majeſty ap- 
proved on the Monday following. 

It was Ominous thus to ſtumble at the Threſhold, 
and therefore there is no great wonder if after this, 
much of his Majeſties and the Lord Chancellors good 
Counſell relating to calmnels in the Management of 
their Aﬀairs was forgotten. | 
Tueſday, Wedneſday,and a great part of Thurſday the 
zoth day of March, being ſpentin the preliminaries, 
and in'receiving aad reading the ſhoal of Petitjons,con- 
cerning undue Eleftions and Returns, on the _—_—_ 
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of the laft day, the Commons fent a 'Meſſageto the: 
Lords to put them in mind of the Impeachments of 


High Treaſon againſt Thomus Earl of Darby, in the 
names of the Commons of Ere/azd, and to delire he 
might be Committed to ſafe Cultody. 

And referred it to theCommittee of Secrecy to draw 
up further Articles againſt him, By which it ap- 
peared that they were reſolved ro begin where the for- 


mer Parliament ended , ſothat men eaſily conjectured” 
what would follow. And ſome there were that ſuggeſt- 
ed, as if his place was his greateſt Crime,and that the- 


ruin of a Miniſter of State in order to fright the reſt of 
the Miniſters was more ſought, than the Puniſhment of 
any.Traytor whether Popiſh or Proteſtant. 

In the week following it appearing that the Earl 


of Danby had a pardon by his Majeſties mentioning of 
it io the Houſe of Loxds. And a Committee being. 
appointed to ſearch it out, returned on 40-day the 24th 
of March, that it had not been Regularly ſued out, þur - 


was Sealed in the King's preſence by hisexpreſs Com- 
mand, LIpon which the Commons ſent up a Meſſage 
to the Lords to demand Fultice againſt him, and orde- 
red an Addreſs to his Majelty to repreſent the dange- 


rous Conſequences of granting Pardons to any perlons:: 
that lie under an Impeachmeat of the Commons of: 


Exgland,. 


And: the: ſame day the Lords ſent word' to the- 
Eommons that they had ordered him to be taken into - 


Cuſtody. | | 

On Tueſday the 25th-of Harch , . the Lords ſent a 
Meſſage to the Commons, that the Earl of Darby was 
not to be found, upon which-the Commons ordered 


a Bill to be brought in to Summon'thim by. a certain - 


day, or-indefault thereof 20 Atraint him. 


Mr; 
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Mir. Edward Sacvile a Member of the Houſe of 
Commons, being accuſed by Mr. Oars, to have 
called the truth of the Plot and: Murder of Sir Edmor- 
berry Gedfrey in queſtion was ordered to becommitted 
tothe Tower, Expelled the Houſe,and an Addreſs made 
to his Majeſty for the removing him from all Publick 
Imployments and Truſts, This was a ſure way to 
have the Plot believed. T 

On »eaneſday there havingbefore been a Complaint 
brought againſt one H:{s and: Edwzn, for Printing a 
Pamphlet intituled, A Letter from a Jeſuite at Parzs to . 
his Correpondent in Zondoy : Shewing the moſt 
effectual way to ruin the Government and the 
Proteſtant Religion; was to promote the Difſenters 
Intereſt, 'and to chule faftious men into the Houſe of 
Commons. And it appearing, that Dr. Johx Nalſon 
was the Author of it, there being no Law to puniſh 
this offence, the ſaid Door was ordered to be ſent 
for in Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, toinform the 
Houſe touching the ſaid Pamphlet. L200 

The ſame day a Bill was ſent down from the Lords, 
Intituled, an AQ for the better diſcovery and ſpeedy 
Conviction of Popiſh Recuſants, Which had been 
ſent dawn in the former Seſſion of Parliament time 
enough to have been paſſed, but was neglefted; which 
was read the day following. | 

On Thurſday the 27th of Marth, the Lords ſent down 
a Bill for the Banithing 'and Diſabling : the Earl of 
Danby (which his Majeſty had profered to' do) 
and defired the Concurrence of the Houſe of Com- 
mons,which the Commons read and rejected that day. 

But notwithſtanding the Commons went on with 
the Bill of Attainder againſt him; and ordered a Clauſe 
to be added for the diſcovery of all truſts relating to 
him, and that he ſhould be made incapable of 
receiving 
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receiving paydon but by AQ of Parliament, whereia 
he ſha]l be particularly Named. 

The {ame day the Lords ſent down & Bill to 
difinable any perſon from Sitting in any of the 
Houſes of Convocation, till he hath taken the Oarhs, 
and _ and ſubſcribed the Declaration therein con- 
tained, 

On Friday, a Bill was read for better ſecuring the 
liberty of the Subjects. 0% 8 

Sir Chriftopher Calthrop Knight, who was returned 
one of the Knights of the Shire for Norfolk, being then 
fick of the — deſired that the Caſe in difference 
betwixt him and Sir Fohn Hobard Baronet, which was 
to be heard on Friday next,* might be delayed, which 
was denyed. 

Note, That Calthrop was of the Court-party, and 
Hobard of the Country-party. 

But to look a little back : On Monday the 25th of 
March, the Houle of Lords ſent to examin the five 
Lords in the Tower, concerning a Frezch Book about 
the Plot, the Aurhor of which had it ſeems endea- 
voured toinvalidate Mr. Oats his teftimony, but they 
would not own they knew the Author. 

The ſame day theVore mentioned in the formerPart, 
ofthe reality of thePopiſh Plor, which had been renewed 
by the Commons,and ſent up to the Lords for their con- 
currence, was Voted by the Lords, and ordered to be 
1oſerted 1n the firſt leaf of the Office, to be publickly 
uled on the day * appointed by his Majeſty for ſolemn « ,, jF pry, 
Faſting and Humiliation, at the requeſt of both 
Houfes, | | 

On Saturday the 29th, the Lords agreed to have a 
Bill brought in to expell out of the Inns of Court, 
DofFors Commons, the College of Phyſicians, and 
Hcralds office, all ſuch perſons as ſhall not give tefti- 

F __ mony 
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of their being Proteſtants,by going to Church,and by 
taking the Sacrament, and ſuch Oaths, Teſts, and 
Declarations as areappointed-by any. Law, for the dilt- 
inguiſhing; Prateſtants from Papiſts,and that none hall 
hereafter be Admitted into any of the ſaid Societies, 
that ſhall not do the ſame. 

And that an Addreſs ſhould be made to his Majeſty, 
that-all perfons who-bring .up , or ſuffer their Children 
to be bred up, in the Popiſh Religion, may by his 
Majelties order be put our of all publick Employments, 
civil, and military, whereof.they are now polleſled ; 
AND that for the future no perſon may be put into 
or continued 1n,any employment, civil or military, 
.-who ſhall knowingly Marry. a Papilt... Thele laſt par- 
ticulars are moſt worthy to be paſled intoan Act of 
Parliament. 9p EY | 

On T#eſaay the firſt of April, the Commons finiſhed 
the Bill of Attainder-againſt the Earl of Darby, and 
{ent it up.to.the Lords. .. = 

After which they paſſed this Vote. 

Reſolved, Tbat the continuing of any landing Forces in 
this Nation, other than the Militia, is illegal and a great 
Grievance and Vexation tg the people, | 

This is the firſt Vote that was ever made againſt his 
Majeſties Guards ſince his return, tho there have been 
'Parliaments ſitting ever. ſince. | 

On Thurſday the 3d of April the Articles of Impeach- 
ment againſt Wilzam Earl of Powys, william Viſcount 
Stafford, Henry Lord Arundel of wardour, william Lord 
Petre, and John Lord Bellaſyſe;were brought into the 
Houle of Commons, and received. ; 

And a Bill about the Convocation ſent down by the 
Lords, and another to Regulate .the Eleions of 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, were read the firſt 

time,and ordered a lecond Reading. 
Friday 
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. "Friday the: 4th of April, An At for the better 
diſcovery and more ſpeedy Conviction of Popiſh 
Recuſants, ſent down from the Lords, was r eadthe 
ſecond rime, and Committed to- x Committee, who 
were allo to bring in a Clauſe to prevent any of the 
Royal Family from matching with Popiſh Recuſants. 

Was not this that tacking of things ofa different 
Nature together, which his Majeſty had reſolved 
againſt, as he told the Houſes in theſe words about 
a yean before ? | 

© One thing more 1 have to add, and that ts, tolet _ 
<you know, that I will gever more ſuffer the courſe poet yrpeter: 
* and method of a Eaws to'be changed ; and that May, 1678. 
£ if ſeveral matters ſhall 'ever again be tacked together 
*ir- 0ne'+Bill, that Bill ſhall certainly be loſt, let the 
* importance of it be never fo great. | 
_ But.it was reſolved it ſeems now to try whether he 
would be as good as his word, and if the were, then 
the clamour ſhould be, that he was againſt the ſpeedy 
conviction of Popith recuſants. | 
| Beſides this was no (ſuch trivial thing but that” it 
might have deſerved a diſtinct Bill. | 
; The ſame day the Bill againſt the Earl of Dazby 
being delivered back by the Lords at a Conference 
with ſome Amendments, the Commons referr'd the 
conſideration of the Amendments to be conlidered the 
next day, and ordered an Addreſs to bedrawn up, for a 
Proclemation forthe Apprehending the ſaid Earl, with 
the uſual penalries upon-{uch'as conceal him, and that 
he ſhould not be permitted to reſide with in any of his 
Majeſties places of white-Halt, Somerſet Houſe, and 
St. James.s, ;.. SE. 06; | 

On Saturday the Bill for Regulating EleQtions was ;, of aprit. 
read the ſecond time, and Committed 'to a Committee, 
with liberty to.divide the Bill as they ſee cauſe,  -: * 
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On 2onday the 7th of Hpril his Majeſty by Mr. 
Secretary Coventry, acquainted the Houſe of Commons, 
that Mr. Reading had acquainted him by a letter - 
directed to one Mr. Chiffinch, that he had matters of 
great importance concerning the Priſoners in the 
Tower, and the preſent Plot ; but that his Majeſty 
would not meddle with any Priſogers Committed by 
this Houle, and that he would ( if the Houſe thoughc 
Kt) not only permit him but lay -his Commands on him 
frankly and freely to impart whatſoever heknew of 
thataffair to the Houle of Commons,or the Committee 
of Secrecy appointed by them, Which fo pleaſed the 
Commons, that they ordered the humble thanks of 
the Houſe to be returned to his Majeſty , So far was-he 
from concealing any thing relating tothe Plor, - as he 
hath been baſely and falſely calumaiated. 

This day the Commons ſent up the Articles againſt 
the five Lords.inthe Tower, into the Houle of Lords. 

The ſame-day it was ordered thata Rill ſhould be 
brought in forAnnexing Tarxgzer to the TmperialCrown 
of __ upon 2 report that it was to. be fold to the 
French; 

I ſhould not have taken notice of this Yote, but 
that I fhall have occaſion to make further uſe of it 
hereafter. 7 

The Ninth day of <4pri# the Houſe further Voted, 
that thoſe who did adviſe his Mejeſty to part with: 
Tengier to any Foreign Prince or State, ar were inſtru- - 
mental therein, ovght to be Accounted Enemies to: 
the King and Kingdom. 

On Tueſday the cightbof 4pri/, the Bill relating to- 
the Convocation was read, and referr'd to a 
Committee. 

And then they fellto debate the Reaſons againſt 
the Amendments of the Lords: to theBill agaiaſt = 
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E. of DP. which chiefly ſtood upon this poiat, that the: 


Bill was by them changed from a Bill of Attainder to 
a Bill of Baniſhment, which the Commons could 
not conſent ro. 1, Becauſe *rwas not the legal puniſh- 
ment of Treaſon. 2. That he might make ule of the 
remiſſion as an Argument of their diſtruſt of their 
proofs againſt him. 3. That it would encourage others 
to withdraw themſelves as he had. See the Reaſons at 
harge in the Printed Journal, 

The Habeas Corpwe Bill was read the third time, and 
paſſed, and ſent up to the Lords. 

The fame day wasa conference betwixt the Lords 
and Commons about the E. of D. Bill, wherein the 
Lords prayed a Mitigation of the ſaid Bill. Which 
was referred by the Commons to be conſidered the 
next day. 

When their deſire was deriyed, and Reaſons ordered 
10 be drawn up againſt it. 

The next day there was two ſeveral Conferences 
about this BilL But no report of either of them entered 
that day ia the Journalls of the Houſe of Commons, 
but they are entered on Saturday the 12th. of April. 
And it appears that the Commons reſolved then to. 
- ftand to the Bill without the Amendments. 

In the Houſe of Lords on Stsrdey the 5th of April, 
the Lord Biſhop of Z/y complained that one Mr. $:4way 
had put an information againſt himſelf. and ſome 
others of the Lord Biſhops that was very derogatory 
to them ; and thereupon the Houſe commanded the 
tuſineſs to be brought before them, and ſtopt the 
proceedings of their Committee of Secrecy in that and 
all other things relating to any Member of their 
Houſe, 

Where the buſineſs being heard on the Monday 
following, the ſaid John Sidway was Committed "4 
cag 
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the Priſon of the Gatehouſe,for bringing a frivolous and 
untrue accuſation againſt the Lord Biſhop of Ely and 
other Biſhops, though' ſeveral Lords diſſented. 
' So the Biſhops were quitted that time with Honour, 
as I wiſh they always may be, and that their enemies 
may meet with that ſhame and confuſion they deſerve, 
who through their ſides {trike at the Lords Anointed, 
and endeavour to ruine both the Church and State; 
by changing the Government from a Monarchy to a 
Common-wealth, asexperience taught-us once before, 
when the Crown ſoon followed the Miter, and the 
Temporal Lords the Biſhops. s 
On weareſday four of the five Lords inthe Tower 
were brought to the Houſe- of Lords, and heard. the 
- Articles readagainſt them, and had Copies of them,and 
were aſhhgned their Counſel for matter of Law, bur not 
for matter of Fa&t,and had time to anſwer till the x 5th 
Inſtant, But the Lord : Be/laſys not being able: to 
appear, by reaſon he was lame of the'Gout, was exciſed, 
and had a Copy of the Articles'ſent him. | 
On Monday the 14th of April, at a conference, the 
Lords conſented to pals the Bill againſt the Earl of 
Dazxby without any amendment. 
Wedneſday the 16thof April, A Bill for ſecuring the - 
King and Kingdom againſt the growh and Danger 
of Popery, was read the ſecond time and commttied . 
to a Committee. BE. 
The ſame day a Meſſage was brought from the 
Lords,that the E.of D. had rendered himſelf. and was 
lent tothe Tower. | 
. And by another Meſſage word- was ſent, that the 
four Lords had Appeared, had ſent in their Anſwers 
to the Articles upon which they had been proceeded 
againſt, which Anſwers they ſent down to the Com- 
mons, being: the Originalls, and the Lords deſired the 
Rr | return 


rzturn of them with all convenient ſpeed, that they 
might conſider of them. . 

nd then the Commons Voted his Majeſty a ſupply 
for the Dizbanding rhe reſt of the Forces not disbanded 
by the former Act. To belevied by a Land Tax in ſix 
Months. By which all Forces raijed or brought over 
from. Foreign parts lince the 29th of September, 1677. 
were to be disbanded. The Commiliin Ofticers 
being to be paid only to the firſt of this 4pri/. 


The next day a debate ariling,whether the Mony for Thurfiay the 
Disbanding the Army ſhould be paid into the Exche- 17 of April. 
quer? it was carried in the Affirmative by 60 Voices, * 

A Committee of Secrecy was appointed to prepare -. 


and draw up evidence againſt the E. of Danby, and allo 
further Articles, as they ſhould ſee caule. 

On Friday the 25th of 2pril,a Bill for prevention of 
raiſing Mony upon the Subjects but by A of Parlia- 
ment. was read the firſt time, -and.ordered to be read 
a ſecond time. | 

A Bill for exporting Cloth to Tarkie was read a 
firſt time,'and ordered to be read again. 

The ſame day the E. of D: and. Fohn Lord Bellaſys 
appeared at the Bar of the Houle:of Lords, and put in 
their ſeveral Anſwers, -which were ſent down to. the 
Commons, with deſire they .might be returned with 
all. convenient ſpeed.. | : 

On Saturday 1t was reſolved in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, that they would the Friday following take into 
conſideration how to 'make the law for prohibiting 
the importation of French Commodities more 
effetual. | | "rg 

william Viſcount. Stafford, Henry Lord Arundel of 


wardonr, and William Earl of Powess, Appeared this | 


day at the Bar of the Houſe of Lords, and retracted 
their former 'Plea's and pur in their Anſwers, which 
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awere by a Meſſage ſent down tothe Commons, whick 
were read, and referred to theCommuttee of Secrecy 
belonging to the {aid Houle. | 5 
This day the Houſe of Commons reſolved, Newine 
.. Comraaicente, | 
That this Houſe will fit to morrow, to conſider of the 
beſt means to ſecure ena preſerve the Kings perſon, and alſo 
the Proteſtant Religion, agatult the Attempts of the Papiſts, 
both in the Reign of his Majeſty and his Succeſſors, 
' And accordingly they did fit, and began the day 
very inauſpiciouſly with reading an Addreſs to his 
Majeſty for the Execution of P:ckering, who as they 
{aid had been imployed by ſome of the Confpirators, 
to execute their Execrable deſign of Murdering his 
Majeſty, and upon his Tryal was found guilty thereof ; 
as alſo of divers Prieſts and Jeſuits, who ftood then 
Gondemned by his Majeſties Judges at the Ola- Bayley ; 
and in ſeveral of the Circuits. Upon which Offen- 
ders they humbly deſired :mmmed;ate Execation might 
be donde, to the terror of all ſuch wicked perſons, who 
. by their daily Traiterous practiſes do juſtify the pru- 
-dence of their Anceſtors ina making fuch Laws, and 
manifeſt the neceſſity of putting them in Execution, 
And though there is-nothing to be (aid for the men, yer 
I wiſh they had not made this ſevere motion on a 
Lord's day, it being none of thoſe works of Charity 
| and Mercy, no nor ecefſity neither, which are com- 
29. Cer.£4?7* nendable'on that day, and this might as well have 
|  beendoneon any other day. - 
Then they proceeded to the work appointed, and 
| Voted 1n the firſt place, That 4 Bill be brought in mpon 
the debate of the Honſe, to Baniſh all Papilts. or reputed 
Papiſts from: London and Weſtminſter and twenty Miles 
of the "ſame for Six Months, and to confine all thoſe that 
tive above twenty Miles from London within five _ of 
#hear 


their own Habitations under penalties, and referred it vo u 
Committee to draw up the ſame, .. And:then,. | 
. Secondly, Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, ny 

That the Duke of ' York being # Papiſt, andthe hopes of” 
his coming fuch to the Crown', have given the greateſt 
countenance and encouragement to the preſent Conſpirators 
and deſigns of the Papiits, againſt the King and the'Pro- 
teſtant_Reljgion, oh ER 

Refolved, That the concurrence of the Lords be defired 
to this Pote, 

Ordered, that the Committee of Secrecy draw up x 
Narative of all ſuch matters as concernthe D, of Y, rela- 
ting to the nh won Phot, contained in ſuch Papers as they 
heve in their hands, and preſent the ſame to the Houſe ox 
Wedneſday wext. And then they adjourned the debate 
till 2Londay following. 

The next day being MHonday the 28h of March, 
the Houſe attended his Majeſty with the ſaid Addreſs, 
for the Executing Pickering,&c.To which his Majeſty 
reply'd. 


Gentlemen, No 


: I Have always been tender in matters of blood, 

<which my Subjes have no reaſon totake excep- 
© tion at, but this 1s a matter of great weight,I ſhall 
© therefore conſider of it and return you an anſwer. 


So little was this mercifull Prince exaſperated by 
all the practiſes againſt him, : TE 

On weaxeſdsy the 3oth of April, his Majeſty ſent for 
the Commons up tothe Lords Houle, and made this 
Speech to the two Houſes, aq 
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Ay Lords and Gentlemen, 4g 


©#THe Seaſon of the Year . advancing fo faſt, I 
* thought it neceſſary toput you in mind of 
©three particulars : | 
© x, - Proſecuting the Plot, 
© 2. Disbanding the Army, NES 
* 2. Providing a Fleet for our common ſecurity. 

* And to ſhew you, that whilſt you are doing your 
parts, my thoughts have not been milimployed ; but 
* that it is my conſtant care to do eyery thing that may 
© preſerve your Religion,and ſecure it for the future in 
© all events.. . | OX 2995 0 RIG 

<©I have commanded my Lord Chancellor to menti- 
©on ſeveral particulars, which I hope will be an | 
* evidence that in all things that concern the Publick 
«ſecurity, I ſhall not follow - your zeal but lead it. 


” 


The Lord Chancellor ſpoke thus, Fw 


My Lords, and you the Knights, Citizens and 
Burgeſſesof the Houſe of Commons. ——— 
bf hier" Royal-care which his. Majeſty hath taken 
« KL *© for the (general quiet, and (atisfadtion of all 
- his Subjects, 1s. now more evident by:theſe new and 
freſh inſtances of it, which FI have tn command to 
* opento- pou. bs DDUDTCT; R117 (fs 1 | 
© His Majeſty hath conficered wath himſelf;rbat:itiis 
© not enough that your -Religirn and Liberty is ſecure 
© diring hits own Reign, but hethinks he owes it-to 
his people to do all that-in. him lies, 'rhat theſe 
©bleſfings may be tranſmitted to your poſterity, and 
*{ well ſecured to them, that no ſucceſſion in after 
© Ages may be able to work the leſt alteration, 


< Andi 


'* And. therefore his Majeſty, who hath often Gid in 
© this place that he is ready to conſent to any Laws 
© of this kind, fo that the ſame extend not to alter the 
*deſcent of the Crown in the Right Line, nor to defeat 
© the Succeſlion, hath now commanded this to be 
© further explained. | 

*And to the end it may never bein the power of 
©any Papiſt, if the Crown deſcend upon him, to make 
* any change either in Church;or State, I am com- 
© manded to tell you, that his Majeſty is willing that 
© proviſion. may be made, firſt to diſtinguiſh a Papiſt 
*from a Proteltant Succefſor , then to limit and cir- 
©cumſcribe the Authority of a Popiſh Succeflor in theſe 
© caſes following, that he may be diſabled to do any 
harm ; firſt in reference to- the Church,his Majeſtie ; 
©1s content that care may be taken, that all Eccleſiaſti- 
*cal and ſpiritual Benefices and promotions in the 
© Gift of the Crown, may be conferred in ſuch a 
© manner, that we may be ſure the Incumbents ſhall 
© always be of the moſt Pious and learned Proteſtants : 
© And that no Popiſh Succeſſor (while he continues ſo) 
© may have any power to contronl ſuch preferments. 

© In reference to the State and civil part of the 
© Government; as it is already provided that no Papiſt 
can fit in either Houſe of Parliament, fo the King 
*is pleaſed, that it be-provided too, that there may 
* never want a Parliament whea the King ſhall happen 
*to dy: But that the Parliament then in being, may 
* continue indiflolyable for a compleat time,or if there 
© be. no Parliament then ia being, then that the laſt 
* Parliament, which was in being before that time,may 
* reafſemble, and ſit a competent time, without any 
* new Summons or Ele&ions. | 
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©Andas/no Papiftxcan byLaw holdany place of truſt;. 
<{o. the King is content, that it may be further provi- 
<ded, that no Lords or other of the Privy Council;no 
© Tudges of thecommon Law, nor in Chancery,ſhall 
<eatany time during the Reign of any Popiſh Succeſfor, 
©be put in, or diſplaced, but by the Authority of 
©Narliament. - 

*And:that-care alſo be taken that none but ſincere 
©-Proteſtants may be Juſtices of the Peace. 

© In.reference to the Military part,the King is willing 
*that no Lord Lieutenant, or Deputy Lieutenant, nor- 
© no Officer in the Navy (during the Reign of: any 
©Popiſh Succeſfor) be put out: or removed but either 
by Authority of Parliament, or of ſuch perſons as. 
©the Parliament ſhall intruſt with ſuch Authority, - 

© Tis hard to invent another-reſtrajnt to be put upon 
© Popiſh. Succeflor, conſidering: how: much the 
©Revenue: of the Succeſſor will depend upon conſent 
*of Parliament, and how impoſſible it is to raiſe 
©mony without ſuch- conſent. Bur yet if any thing. 
EElſe. can occur to-the Wiſdomof the Parliament, 
*which may further-ſecure Religion and liberty againſt - 
a. Popiſh Succeſſor, without defeating the Right of 
- ©Succeſſion it ſelf, his Majeſty will moſt readily conſent. 
©x0 it.. | | | 

«Thus watchful is the King for-all your ſafety, 
©and-.if he could think of any: thing elſe that you 
©do either want or: wifh,. to make you : happy,. 
© he would make it his buſineſs:to effte& it for you, 

«* Gad: Almighty long continue this bleſſed Union 
*between the King and his Parliament and peoples 


The Houſe: of Commons:.returning; reſolved to 
djourn: the conſideration of his Majeſties Speech till 


And: 


the next 3/ondey Morning... 


'\(zz) 
i And'now let any man but ſerionfly conſider the 
Condeſcention of theſe Jen and that they 
were franlly and freely offered, before the Houle of 
Commons had obliged therhſelves in point of Honour, 
to ſtand to'any Vote of Excluſion, (tor that was not 
then made) and He muſt then be amazed to ſee to what 
extremities: matters have proceeded, during zhat, and 
the #wo laſt Parliaments, 

-. -But who can brook the impudence of thoſe men, 
who have notwithſtanding this, by Tales and Pam- 
phlets endeavoured to repreſent his ſacred Majeſty 
to his'people as a favourer-of Papiſts and Popery. 

- Some_men. may poſſibly ſay , that all this will not 
infallibly ſecure us againſt Popery, and I ſay nothing 
can make any thing in this lower world ſteady and un- 
alterable,but it is more likely to do it than the excluſion 
Bill,becauſe it diſarms a PopiſhSucceflor of the tempta- 
tion and opportunity of enſlaving us by force, where 
as the other puts the-Sword into his hand; and com- 
pells him to'try his fortune for the whole, the event 
of which is much more uncertain-than ſome pretend, 
who truſting now to force and number, will in likely- 
hood ' find themſelves diſappointed -by -men, and 
puniſhed by God for their diſtraſt of his providence; 
and reliance on the Arm of Fleſh, if: not.- ruined by 
their'over great confidence in the number: of their 
party, which often have. deceived men 'in ſuch - 
occaſions; But this:.it not the :place of theſe con- 
— but that they broke looſe here againſt my. 
WIll, ; | 
- On Thwrſaay the Commons gaverleavertobring in a 1.0f May: 
Bill, that when any Member of their. Houſe is pre- 
ſerred"to any: Office or :placevf profit, a new Writ- 
ſhould immediately iſſue out,for Ele&ing of a Member' 
ſerve in his ſtead: -This was.to keep the party to-- 

| gether, - 
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Seiſendbte 44- gether, and to prevent the Miniſters from bying off 
dreſs to both any of them by preferment, and it is--to be wiſhed it 
Houſes, P- 10 "had paſſed, for that would have leſſened their Numbers, 


and have taken off-all thoſe that hoped toriſe.by oppa- 
ſition to the Court , as they call it, , but; indeed to the 
King and the Aorarchy: In the interim it 'may-be a 
caution to the Country, that they take not all theſe 
Gentlemen to be what they pretend to be, for that 
apparently ſome of them were Yriving a Market 
for Preferments, how much ſoever they had clamoured 
their predeceſſors on that account, 

This day alſo Dr. Joh» Nalſor, who had been along 
time Impriſoned and pat to vaſt charge for Writing 
the Letter of Advice from a Feſuite in Paris tÞ his corre- 
ſpondent in London, was diſcharged without aſſigning 
any reaſon or Law for this way of proceeding againſt 
him, which was never yet uſed againſt any of the Wri- 
ters of the moſt virulent Libells, againſt the Govern- 
ment,and Religion by Law eſtabliſhed,and 'they Voted 
alſo, that an Addreſs ſhould be made to his Majeſty, by ſuch 
Members of their Honſe as were. of his Majeſties Privy 
Connſel, to deſire his Majeſty to Command the Lord Chan- 
cellor to put him out of the Commiſſion of the Peace, Becaule 


Exe coll. of it ſeems bisImpriſonment was not puniſhment enough 
the moft conſi- for ſo great an offence as this: And the Writing 


derable debates 
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ſeveral other books to revive the memory of 1641, 
as one of the Members expreſlcd it, in the following 
Parliament ; when it ſeems they meant to have ano- 
ther fling at him , for though his Majeſty can pardon 
and forgive, there are that cannot. But I believe they 
have got no great matter by this : Nor. was the DoQor 
turn'd out. of the Commiſſon for all: their Addreſs, 
his Majeſty knowing this would ; not fuit his 
Intereſt. 4 er Rs 


: (#5) 
On Saturday the Lords fent down a Bill, entituled, 
An AF for freeing the City of London andparts adjacent, 
from Popiſb Inbabitants,and providing againſt other dangers 
which wa ty ariſe from Papiſts. 

And in the Afternoon,- an Account that the Earl of 
Danby would inſiſt upon his Pardon; and that he de- 
fired his Council might be heard to the Validity 


of it, LE \ [ 

On Monday His Majeſty ſent this meſſage to the 
Commons by the Lord Ruſſell, * His Majeſty hath com- 
*manded me to let the Houle know,that his Majeſty is 
« willing to comply with the requeſt made to him by 


May 3» 


May 5. 


<theHouſe.concerning Pickering ,and that the Law ſhall 


© paſs upon him accordingly , and as to the Condem- 
©ned Prieſts, 'the Houle of Peers have ſent for them 
© in order { as his Majeſty conceives) to ſome Examina- 
6 tions; and farther to acquaint you, that he repeateth 
© his inſtances to you, to think of putting the Fleet in 
*\uch-2' poſture as may quiet mens fears, and at leaſt 
ſecure us. from any ſudden attempt , which his 
« Majeſty doubts not, but you will do: And though 
© the ſtreights and difficulties he lyeth under, are very 
© oreat,: he doth not intend during this Seſſions to 
©preſs. for any other Supply ; being willing rather to- 
*juffer. the Burdens that are upon him, ſome time 
*longer, than to interrupt you, whilſt you are im- 
bployed -abaut the diſcovery of the Plot, the Tryat 
of tho Locds,/and the Bill fos ſecuring our Reli- 
SIO (f35: 1 $., 7 .* Rs 
.'The, ſame day the Commons-went up tothe Bar of 
of the Lords houſe to demand Judgment rn 
Earlof:Dary apon the Illegality of his pardon, 
Oni Twſdoy;Jehu Wilſon and Roger Beckwith FElquires, 
two: Juftices of the Peace of the County of Fork, were 
Ear for in Cuſtody, for ſaying, 1hat this Parliament was 
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no Parliament, azd they would juſtify it, Of which more 
hereafter, May-22. nes Q ;; i 

A Mcſſage was ſent to the Lords by the Co mmons, 
that the Houle was ready to make good the Impeach-! 
ments againlt the five Pppiſh Lords in the Tower, and: 
the Committee of Secrecy belonging tothe Commons. - 
was appointed to manage the evidence againſt them 
at thaw Troumn. EE == > LOG 

Wedneſday, the Lards ſent down a Meſlage,that they 
had appointed Sataragy to hear the Earl of Darby's 
Plea,for the Validity of his Pardon, -that they had Ad- 
dreſſed to the King for the gaming a Lord High 
Steward at his Tryal, and that of the Popiſh Lords, 
which was appoiated by their Lordſhips to be that 
day (even-night. 

On Thurſdsy,the Commons agreed an Addreſs to his 
Majeſty againſt fohr Duke of Lauderdale, upon gene- 
ral pretences of fears and jealouſies, deſiring he might 
be removed from his Majeſties Counſels in England and 
Scetland, putting his Majeſty in mind of the Addreſs of 
the laſt Parliament to that purpoſe, and reſolved, they 
would attend his Majeſty 1n a body. 

The Commons "deſired a Conference with the 
Lords, to ſtate before hand the manner of proceedings 
inthe Tryal of the Earl of Dazby,and of the five Popith 
Lords, and took exceptions to their motion for. a Lord 
High Steward. | 

On Friday his Majeſty ſent for the Commons, and 
paſſed the Bill for Disbanding the Army, and: ſuch 
other Bills as were ready, which was wiſely done; for 
by this ſurprize other debates were prevented, which 
might have prov'd of dangerous conſequence. After 
this, they appointed a Committee to in{pe the Jour- 
nalls, afd ſearch Preſidents touching the carrying up 
of Bills, and what previous intimation ought — = 

| 
| » 
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given tathem of his Majeſtics intention to paſs Bills; 
'and from and by whom ſuch notice hath uſually been 
given, and whether the Houſe may debate afterthe 
meſſage delivered by the Black Rod, for attendance 


of .the Houſe ayes his Majeſty. Ttweuld-havebeen 
By all which as much as is chr to conjecture, 
1 © bureaſ 
Debates, the Forces then on For ſhould have conti- 
nued undisbanded to the great damage of the Kiog 
and Kingdom (notwithſtanding the common clamour 
againſtthem) .if his Majeſty had not thus prevented it. . 

The ſame day the Commons paſled this Vote, that 
no Commoner whatſoever , ſhould preſume to maintain 
the Validity. of the pardon, pleaded by the E. of Danby, 
without the leave ; their honſe firſt had, and that the per- 
ſons ſo doing ſhould be accounted betrayers of the Liber- 
ties of the Commons of England :. and Ordered this 
Vote to be poſted up at Feſtminſter-hall Gate , Ser- 
jeants-Innes, and Innes of Conrt. | 
| His Lordſbips Friends called-this a depriving him 
of all counſel to defend himſelf, but what was ap- 
pmnagy his Enemies and Accuſers, in a matter of 

aw; inſiſting upon the Rules of proceedings inall 
other Courts, and the ordinary methods of Common 
and Naturatequity and right ; it ſeeming hard to ruine 
a man, if not ſome diffidence of the caſe, to deny him 
thoſe Priviledges the meaneſt and worſt of Rogues 
have, which is to chooſe ſuch Councel as the Court 
before whom they are to be tryed will allow, the 
Kings Councel excepted. | 

And when the humour was ſtirr'd, they voted, 
that the Anſwer delivered by the Lords that day at the 
Liſt .Conference (about the manner of trying the 

- of _ ._ Peers, 
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Peers, whereby their Loxdſhips had not conſented to 
a Committee of the Houſes , becauſe they *did nor 
think it Conformable to the Rules and Orders of 
their Court, of which ( they faid ) they had reaſon 
to be tender in matters relating to their Judicature) 
fended to the Interruption off the good correſpondency be- 
tween the two Houſes. 

The firſt thing the Commons did on Saturday morn- 
ing,was the Reading of an Addrels to the King for the 
raifing of the Militia of London , Wetwinker, the 
Tower Hamlets, and Counties of 2daleſex and Sur- 
rey, for the ſecurity of his Majefties Perſon at the 
Tryal of the Popiſh Lords, by reaſon of the Great Re- 
ſort. of the Feſuz#s, Popiſh Prieſts and other Popiſh Recu- 
ſants at that time in contempt of his Majeſties Laws 
and Royal Proclamation; to which they deſired the 
Concurrence of the Lords, to which they unani- 
mouſly agreed. | 

The E. of Dazby ſending a Petition ta the Lords, 
that his Counſel durſt not appear to defend his caſe by recs 
ſon of the Vote of the Commons ; the Lords at a Canfe- 
rence deſired to know if there were any ſuch Vate, 
to which the Commons would not anſwer. 

Sir Robert Howard acquainting them, there had 
decn paid from our LZady-day 1676, to the 207h, of 
March 1679, the Sum of 252467 th. r-5. 94, for Se- 
cret Services: They ordered that Mr. Charles Bertie 
fhauld be taken into Cuſtody of the Sergeant at Carmes at- 
tepding their Houſe, 7 

And ig the Next place they ordered, that al? the 
Members that were of the Long Robe of” their houſe ſhould 
prepare themſelves with Reaſons againſt the pardon plead- 
ed by the E. of Danby. Which, was very neceffary 


now that no body durſt defend it. 


So the Lords Ordered the E, to be returned to.thie © 
Tower in ſafety, OM __ 
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On Suniey the Lords agreed to the demand of the way 11. 


Commons for the appointing a Committee of both 
Houſes to ſtate the Preliminaries of the tryals to be 
had, to meet the next day. | 

And then the Commons proceeded to Vote ; rhat 
4 Bill be brought in to diſable the Dake of York to inherit 
the Imperial Crown of this Realm, and appointed a Com- 
mittee to draw the ſame. 

Which was in purſuance of therr former Vote, on 
Sanday the 29th of April, Though the Lords who 
had been twile deſired to concur in that vote, had 
given no anſwer to it. Out of an apprehenſion per- 
haps that his Majeſties Life might be indangered upon 
this Vote, they reſolved, Nermrne Contradiiceme, 

That in defence of the Kings perſon and the Proteſtant 
Religion, this houſe doth declare, that they will ſtand by 
his Majeſty with their Lives znd Fortunes ; and that if 
his Majeſty ſhould conie by any violent death (whith God 
_ ) that they will revenge it to the atmoſt upon the 
Paprfts, 

As if it had been impoſlible his Majefty ſhould be 
murthered by any other then a Papiſt ; or that it had 
been any confolation to his Majeſty to have known 
that his death ſhould have been revenged to the ut- 
moſt on them who ever had been the cauſe or pro- 
curers of it. | 

This prov'd the occaſion of breaking all the fol- 
lowing Parliaments to this day, and thereby to ſe- 
cure the Popiſh Lords in the Tower from Tryal, 
and to prevent all the excellent Laws that were then 
under conſideration againſt Popery, from ever being 
brought to paſs. And finally, it prov*d an obſtacle of 
union between the King and the Houſes, to the 
great advantage of our Enemies at home and a- 
broad, to the great hazard of the Nation: and more 

H 2 eſpecially 
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eſpecially of the Proteſtant Religion-which. was pre- 
tended to be ſecured by it. | 

[. ſhall ſay more of this Vote and the former here- 
after, when the effects of them will appear better then 
they did at firſt.. : 

On wedneſday. his: Majeſty ſent another Meſſage to 
the Commons to. put them again '1n mind of- the 
Fleet, and let them know he would-acquit him- 
ſelf of the evil conſequences , which the want of a 
Fleet in fuch a junfure might produce; and that 
the entering upon it, could be no hingderance to the 
other great affairs on their hands, but rather. a. Secu- 
rity in the diſpatch thereof. 

Upon which, a debate ari{ing, they adjourn'd the 
Conſideration. of this. Meſſage till 2o»day Sennight 
after: which. had the appearance of a denial. 

Qn Thurſday there aroſe a Controverſy betwixt the 
two Houles about the Biſhops ; for the Lords ha- 
ving Voted that the Lords Spiritual have a right to flay, 
and ſit in Court till the Court proceed to the Vote of Guil- 
ty or net guilty, The Commons oppoſed it, and ſaid, 
that the Lords Spiritual ought not to have any Fote in.an 
proceedings upon impeachments againſt the Lords in the 
Tower ; involving the E. of Danby's caſe, with the 
other Lords, though it. was vaſtly different. And 
indeed from hence aroſe this conteſt, the Commons 
imagining that the.Biſhops would be. for the validity 
of his pardon, and fo make a mayor Vote in that 
Houſe ;, and therefore. as they: had deprived him of 
his Counſel. before, fo now: the buſineſs was to out 
the moſt. favourable. pant ( as they. thought ) of his 
. Judges, 

' The ſame day the Bill ro.difpnberit-the D, of York, 
was.read. the. firſt time, and. Qrdered. a ſecond read- 
ing.. 

On 
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On Saturday 2 Vote of the Houſe of Lords was read May 17. 


inthe Houſe of Commons, 
. 16 May, 1679. | 

Reſolved by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament aſſembled that Thurſaay next be appointed 
to begin the Tryals of the five Lords in the Tower, 
(viz.) the E. of. Powrs, &c. 

After which. reſolution, the Lords Spiritual asked 
the leave of that houſe, zhat they might withdraw them- 
ſelves from the Tryals of the ſaid Lords, with the Li- 
berty of entring their uſual Proteſtations, 

Upon which the Commons Reſolved, 

That it be | as as an inſtruction to their Com- 
mittee to inſiſt upon the former Vote of this Houſe, 
That the Lords Spiritual ought not to have any vote in any 
Proceedings againſt the Lords in the Tower: and when 
that matter ſhall be ſetled (as they pleaſe, for the Lords 
had ſetled it) and the method of proceedings adjuſted, 
this Houſe ſhall then be ready to proceed upon the 
Tryal of the E. of Denby, againſt whom the Houſe 
hath already demanded judgment : and afterwards to 
the Tryal of the other five Lords in the Tower. 

So here. was the two Houſes 1n their Votes point: 
blank againſt one another. 

I ſhall here take notice of ſome Arguments that pal- 
ſed betwixt the Lords and the Commons as they are 
expreſſed in the Lords Journal. 

On Tueſday the.1 3thof May, The Commons delired 
to know concerning the Biſhops being preſent at the 
Tryals of the Lords impeached, to which the Lords 
made this Anſwer, 

That it belonged not to the. Commons to be con- 
cerned in the Conſtituting parts .of the.Court, upon 
ſuch Tryals ; but that the judgment of this marter 


belongs entirely to the Lords, and when they have 
| adjudged. 


O34) | 
adjudged it, the Commons cannot alter it, and there- 
fore ſhould not debate it. Upon which the Commons 
acknowledged, that Judgment after Tryal is in the 
Lords, but their Lordſhips are not to give judgment, 
unleſs the Commons demand it, and that the Com- 
mons deſire to know whether the Lords will proceed 

in theſe Tryals, as their Lord(hips did ancieatly ; for 
if the Biſhops ſhould ſit upon thele Tryals, they ſhould 
not demand Judgment, but being diſſatisfied with 
cheir being there, and it may be the Commons may 
proceed by Bill. To which the Lords made Anſwer, 
that after the Evidence is fully heard, they are bound 
to give judgment of Condemnation or Acquittal 
but this being a matter of Judicature, the Lords de- | 
clared, that they would impoſe ſilence upon them- 
ſelves, and debate it no further. The Commons fur- 
ther deſired to know whether the Biſhops ſhould be 
allowed to vote upon the Validity of the pardon of 
the E. of Dazby, which they account no Preliminary 
| but the very eſlence of the Tryal. 
_ On Thwrſa«4zthe Votes I have mentioned before be- 
ing communicated by the Lords to the Commons, 
the Commons anſwered, That if the pardon of the E. 
of Danby infer Life and Death, it is the ſame with Guil- 
ty or not Guilty , and deſired again to know whether the 
Lords Spiritual ſhould Vote apon the E, of D. Pardon, in 
anſwer to which, the Lords faid they had no InſtrutFions 
in that point, but would acquaint the Houſe with it, 

On Fridey the Commons infifted, rhat the Lords 
Spiritual ought not to have any Vute in any of the proceed- 
ings upon the impeachments againſt the Lords in the Tower, 
and the Commons declared that they kwuew not how to 
proceed in Capital matters, before 4 new Conrt, to which 
the Lords would not reply. 


_ 
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So the Lords voted, that Thurſday next [hould be 
appeinted to begin the Tryals of the frve Popiſh Lords, 

After which the Lords Spiritual defired leave of 
the Houfe har. they might withdraw themſelves from 
the Tryals of the ſaid Lords, with the liberty of entering 
their uſual Proteffations; as F have formerly faid. 

And it was Ordered that the Reſolution of the 
Lords Houfe and the defire of the Lords Spiritual 
ſhould be communicated to the Committee of the 
Houte of Commons the next Morning, 

This being fo done, the Commons inſiſted, hat 
their Vote extended to the E, of Danby as well as the five 
Lords, whereas the Lords Vote relate only tothe five Lords, 
and therefore they deſired to know what anſwer the L ovas 
world give as to the E, of Danby, they further objetted, 


that they conceived, that their vote was as to the Right of 


the thing, and that the Biſhops have mo right to be at any 
Vote in any capital caſes, 

Ard they conceived the E, of Ds. tobe 4 Capital caſe, 
as well as the caſes of the other five Lords, and that if 
' the Biſhops may have leave to withdraw, it implies a right, 
which if they have, it is a new Court which the Commons 
cannot avinit of, 

The Lords reply'd there is no day yet appointed for 
the tryal of the E. of D. and that the Lords Spiritual will 
be abſent at all the parts of the Tryals of the fue Lovds, 
and that the Proteſtativns they now defire to enter, will be 
the ſame 4s ix the Eart of Strafford*s cafe. 

Then the Commons ſaid they could not proceed to 
treat of any other Propoſals , till ſuch time as the buſi- 
ſs about the Court be ſetled, LO | 

On Aſnunday the 19% of May the Commons further 


inſifted that the Lords Spiritual ought not to have any 


Vote im the proceeding againſt the Lords in the Tower, and 
when that matter [b. L ſetled, and the Method of pre- 


ceenings 


. 
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ceedings adjufted their Houſe would be then ready to pro 
ceed upon the Tryal of the Pardon of the E. of Danby, «- 
gainſt whom the Commons had already demanded Jutg- 
ment, and afterwards to the tryal of the five Lords int 
Tower. : 

Upon which the Lords told them they had no_Mu- 
thority to debate this Matter. : 

Note that the tryal of the E. of D. was render'd 
impoſſible, by Voting no Commoner of Exg/and ſhould 
be of Gounſel with him, or defend the validity of 
his. pardon. 2/y, Thatall this conteſt about the Biſhops 
was only in relation to the Earl's caſe. 3/y, That they 
inſinuate they would proceed by Bill, all which were 
Declarations they meant to force the Lords as much 
as in them lay to condemn the E. one way or an- 
other, as the Long Parliament forced his Majeſties 
Father, and the Houſe of Lords againſt their declared 
judgments, to condemn the E, of .S*rafford, But 
to go on. - 

<* The Commons then further ſaid that the Lords 
©© reſolution which was offered, was no anſwer to 
* their propoſition ; which comprehended the E. of 
© D.as well as the five Lords: beſides the Lords an- 
© {wer was doubtful, for it appears that the Biſhops 
© asked leave to be abſent, but it- appeared not that 
<« it was granted, then conſequently the Biſhops muſt 
« fit 12 Court at the Tryals; that the Commons con- 
<« ceived that the Biſhops abſenting themſelves by way 
©« of Leave, 1s a ſtrong implication of a right affert- 
*ed, which they cannot allow, can ever be main- 
tained (yet this they were told, let it imply what it will) 
was allowed them in the caſe of the E. of Szrafford 
in Parliament by a houſe of Commons that were no 
great Friends to Biſhops, and why could not the 
Commons now be contented with what wa: , aa 

racn 
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then and; At: all other. times 2:,and., (the Commons). 


did think (they {aid Mtbere was. the ſame.reaſon for the 
Biſheps bethg abſent from:vhe; Teal, upon the par- 
dohycas fromghetryal, af -the:ggher five.Lords,. and 


that the naming; of a day. for | the tryal.:of the five 


Loxds,; before:the tryal. of the pardon of the E.-of 


Denby, againſt; whorg the Commons had already, de-. 


manded iFudgryear, as the-pucting that laſt which they 
deſired ſhould be firſt. ---- 5 +l wht fs is 
To -which he;-Lords told them, they were not im- 


powered to debate, but would impart theſe Matters to the- 


Houſe, ff #? ; 

The:Commons hereupon replied, they were ready 
togo on, and that for want of theſe trials all publick bu- 
ſmeſr floed ſtill, but the Lords. ſeem'd to lay the ſtop 
at the Commons door, by naming a day, which they 


conceived ought not to haye been appointed, before. 


the Methogds-were conſidered; for the Lords had not 
anſwered the Commons in matter of Right, (which 
never was, nor it may be-will be anſwered) which 
was neceflary firſt to be adjuſted , and they deſired 
their reſolution as to that matter , for they conceived 
they- (the: Biſhops) had no right (which whether they 
had or no, ' there was no more neceſſity of determining it 
thex, then heretofore) and the Lords might as well 
make the Judges part of their Court, as the Biſhops 
in this point; As they ſaid. | 
And they ſaid ,, the, Commons would give no diſtur- 
bance to the CAncient judicature, for they own'd that to 
be ſacred, and they conceived they had a right to know be- 
fore what Court they ſhall appear, and they hoped the Lords 
would conſider of their having- appointed a day, befage the 
Methods were conſidered, and wonld give them leave to 
wouder at it, = \ 
It is as likely the Lords took leave all this time to 
I wonder 
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wonder at the Contitidns roo z and i is likely po- 
rerity will wottdee thac alt chis Coitroverly ſhould: 
be banded this; whit it: was cthoupht ro: Have been 
full time at leaſt; to0BaveVeen tryinguale five Loxds, 
and diſpatching the Bills Wgulaſt Poprry. 

On Taeſaay the 25th of Maj the Lords having a- 
gain confidered of all this, 46 « Commirtee of the 
whole Houſes gave furcher day for the 'Tryal of the 
five Lords till that day ſennight. - ' + 

The fatne day, the Cotnunons read the Bill for frre- 
ing the City ff London, and parts adjarext , from Po- 
piſþ Inhabitants, with the. Amendments the third 
time ; and having added two' lives, teturn'd- it to 
the Lords from whom it cime. PANE DE. 89-6 

The Bill for 4:ſubling che D. of York to inhevit the 
ineperial Crown of this Real, being read the Tecdond 
time, and the o—_ put whether it ſhould be 
- ——_— the Houſe divided, and there were for 
the | ; $ | 1616 

Tea — 207. 
Noes — 128. La 

And fo: it was reſolved in the affirmative. And 
the Bill was comifiitted'to 'aCortimittee of the whole 
Houſe, which was to fit the Fridy following: | 

Oa Thiztſuay the 22th of Kay, John Wilſon aid Roper 
Beckwith Eſquires, the two Yorkſhire- Juſtices of the 
peace, who- were ſent for into cuſtody, for laying 
this was no Parliafnetit ; exhibited wn che Houſe a 
Petition under the Hands of 'Eight Juſtices of the 
peace of the North Riding of the County of York : 
certifying that they were all preſeat at the Seſſions at 
Thirsye the firſt of May 1659, when Jobn wilſn Elq; 
being deſired to;pive his opinion whether the AG for 
Settlement of the poor of the x4 of Car. '2, which 
was to eoftinue to the end of the firſt Sellion of the 

next 
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next Parkiagmeat was fill in force , to:-which he an- 
ſwered, it was doubtful, in regard they had: not yet 
made 'any AR, and is nota Parliamentin Law, be- 
cauſe no Record xemaians of ity ro which it ſeems the 
other allented, and 'all the faid Juſtices certify that 
neither of 'them did then ſpeak any words derogatory 
to the Parliament, 

Now this doubt did ariſe by reaſon of the proro- 
gation in the beginning of this Parliament before the 
_ was choſen; which ſeemed to make a Seſ- 
100. 

Hereupog the Commons Ordered that they ſhould 
be diſcharged, paying their fees. 

But who ſhould make theſe Gentlemen any Re- 
compence for the trouble, charge, and injury they 
had ſuſtained by this impriſonment, was a matter 
they were not then at leiſure to confider.But in the 1n- 
terval of a Parliament, it may be worth their while to 
look into the authorities that enabled them to impriſon 
their fellow Subje&s upon a bare, and it may be falſe 
and malicious Suggeſtion, who are no members of 
their houle. Bur if they ſhall not be pleas'd to con- 
{ider of it themſelves, the reſt of the Gentry will, 
and take other Meaſures perhaps for the future; 

. In regard that no man is ſecure of his Liberty in 
time of Parliament at this boundleſs rate of Privi- 
ledge. 

On Friday 23 of May 1679, the Houſe being in- 
formed that Sir Stephen Fox had paid: ſeveral Sums 

. of Money to ſome of the Members of the laſt Par- 

lament, and that he had books of Accounts to c- 

vidence the ſame : firſt they ordered, 

That he ſhould be immediately ſent for to-attend the 
Houſe, aud to bring with him all. the Books and Papers 
of Accounts of any moneys be bas paid' to any a 

I 2 U 
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of the Liſt Parliament. And preſently a__ 

Ordered,” 

That Sir $iF do forthwith produce to rhisRlos e bic keigs ir 
- Brok, Caſh Book:und Fournal'; and his- Recipes for yon 
him 'paid for ſecret Services,. and that he'be- Fr mon not 
to. goout of the Company of the Members ("they _ with 
him ) before they return to the Hoaſ.”- 

Ordered again, . 

That no Members depart the Servite" of he Houſe WA- 
tl Sir S. F. and the other Members return, * 

Ordered again, 

F hat Sir F. Winnington ao to morrow morning make a 
report of the informations gruen to the Committee of Se- 
etſy, touching Monty paiafor Secret Services to the mem- 
« bers of the laſt Parliament. 

- Ordered again, 

That Sir S, Fox do upon his Memory, name to the Houfe 
c 6/1. Hfembers off the laſt Parliamentyas oa os y 16- 
negieor for Secret Service. ©»! £9 OM; 

There is no Entry of the Perſons' by them named; 
but many Lifts of them immwriting were- preſently 
tfpread.abourc the Nation, fome of iwhich' had more 
Names, and others fewer, accordingtorhe affection 
ofthe Tranſcribers,'and fo-the-Honour'of :many'#n 
honeſt- Gentleman:,: was under: hand: blaſted 3»with 
the people ef perially, there being no way left ro-rectify 
this fallchood, but by repatring to Sir Stephen,Fox 
for a Certificate, and that wonld not have. been belic- 
ved-naither bptheir once; whillt chariridnds tid 
not need ut;; !© - T1 01 yenoM 7 

AsLrecommended one: cenfderadion before'to''our 
Parliament meh, xelating 'ro 'our Liberties,” fo they 
may be pleaſed'to.zake. another.alvog. wich'them" for 
our. kogours, far it: ſeems-if a\mambevimprifoned sr 
2ccuſed: by the Qrden : _ _ »Commotnys it Parliz- 
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ment, \though: never ſo wrongfully, ; he fhall hardly 
obtain any relief; . and; therefore: great care ought to 
be 'taken::not*10- precipitate .mayters of. this: Conſe- 
quence; *:'Now Sir sFephen. Fox:might (poſſibly have 
glyed.2 better. accountnext morning ia/Writing, then 
thus haltily npon his memory ; and there the' Gentle- 
men accuſed, might have been heard what they could 
lay for themlel ves, before they: had bzen defamed to 
the whole Nation, and after that an exact account 
might have been given in Print, without leaving it 
to the Liberty of every man to add and diminiſh as 
he pleaſed. 'Such inconveniences as thele, will ever 
follow haſty: Counſets, which therefore ought to be 
avoided ; it they be not, the injury will at one time 
or another be repay'd' with Intereſt, 

To conclude this marter, as there was never any 
Law to. prohibit Parliament-men from taking the 1i- 
berality of our:Princes'in time: of ' Parliament ,. io 
there was the greater reaſon for it in this- Parliament, 
which laſted rooilong , to the Ruine'of many Gen- 
tlemen of ſmall eſtate, who were Members of it, the 
cuſtom of taking i:Wages being then wholly laid a- 
tides: and as this tended to make them odious to the 
People; fo it reflected upon his Majeſty :; and there- 
fore ought rohave. been :purſued with great Tender- 
nels, and care alſo ought to have been taken for the 
time to come, by allowing better Wages, and making 
tt. duely.paid.;:; without which, this thing will never 
be prevented. | | Mp 

All which is faid nor to accuſe Sir Stephen Fox- or 
the Gentlemen that were acculed by him, but to thow 
whar injuries may and will happen, as often, as-that 
great Body acts with too much warmth; andhow dith- 
eulrit is toredrefs-what might cably enough haye;been 
prevented;whichiEdelite may end 1 thabonourot Pax- 
1aments, 
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liaments, by makiag them A@& with allpoſſible reſer- 
vednels and cautionfor the future. ; 

On Satwdy, ay the 24th, the Commons erdered 
an Anſwer to be rewrn'd to the laſt Meffage of the 
houſe of: Peers, touching the Appointment of Zurſday 
the 27th of Map, for the Tryal of the five Lords in 
the Tower, with reaſons why they could not proceed 


to the Tryal of thoſe five Lords, before judgment 


given upon the E. of D's. plea of his Pardon, and rhe 
point of the Biſhops not Voting in any proceedings, 
upon impeachments for Capital offences wereſztled, 
and the methods of Proceedings adjuſted, and that a 
Committee ſhould be appointed to draw. up theſe 
reaſons, [1 

A Petition being exhibited the ſame day to the 
Commons by Sir Thomas Here, John Trinham Elq; 
and others on the behalf of themſelves, and the ma- 
jor part of the Freeholders of the County of Norfo/h. 
Complaining of ſeveral rude and illegal praiſes, in 
Eleqing and Returning Sir Joby Hobart to ſerve in 
that Parliament, as Knight of the Shire for the ſaid 
County of Norfolk ; and the Petitioners having in 
their Petition ſet forth, that by reaſon of Printing 
and Publiſhing of the Reſolves and Orders of the 
Hanſe, the Free-holders of the ſaid County, were af- 
frighted and terrified. 

And a Motion being made that the ſaid Petition 
might be rejefted, the ſame was upon the queſtion re- 
jected. HD 

Sir Francis Winninton reported from the Committee 
of Secrecy, ſeveral Informations of Honeys paid for 
Secret Service tothe Members of the laſt Parliament. 

Whereupon they Ordered,zhat oxe Mr. Knight,end 
Sir Richard Wiſeman, ſhould be immediately ſent for to 
attend the Houſe, CAnd that the Speaker ſhould Iſſue rad 

| is 


Cn 
bis tt arrient,, for the fimmoning of ſuch Witneſſes as ſhould 
be Named to bim, by axy "1 of their os frouch- 
FO pail for Secret Service. 

| Ra = yn nnnp the _ - that affair till 
Tueſday Morning tollowmg ; when his Majeſty-put 
an end this and all their other —_ 

On Mandy the 26th of Hay, the Commons drew 
up reaſons why they could not proceed to-the Fryal 
of the five itmpeach'd Popifh Lords, ' till they had 
their detnands in relation to the E. of Dezby, and the 
Bifhops ; which are too long to be here inſerted, not 
without ſome feeming reflextons upon the Proceed- 
ings of the Honſeof Peers. 

ut x need nor interp6ſe berwixt them, the Lords 
. are better ableto Juſtify and Vindicate their Cauſe a- 
avg the Commons then Lam, and it is fit I ſhould 
cave It to them. 

Yet I cathot bur take notice, they never gave any 
reaſon . for their Vote of the 9th of May ; That no Com- 
moner whatfoever ſhould preſume to maintain the Validity 
of the Pardon pleaded by the B. of 1. without the leave 
of their Rp Pp had and obtained, .and that the Perſons 
ſo doing, ſhonld. be accounted betrayers of the Liberties of 
England. By which Vote it became impoſflible for the 
Lords todo the E. Juftice , for his Plea being matter 
of Law and not of Fa&, by the Law of the Land, he 
ought to have Counfel aſſigned him by the Lords, 
without the Interpoſition of the Commons, the Lords 
being his Judges , and the Commons his Acculers,. 
and by conſequence his Enemies. And it ſeems con- 
trary to the Rules of Natural and Eternal Equity, that 
a mari ſhould have no means to defend his life, but 
what his - Accuſers will allow him: and Þ believe 
they themſelves would never have ſubmitted to this. 
Now Counſel he could have none if they wu not 

Ing 


F 
— 


the.C 


A 


Ly 


Now 


PU 


- C43 


Now that the E: of Darby's caſe was vaſtly diffe- 


rent from thar of the five Lords appears from hence: 


1, There is nothing charged upon the E. that is trea- 


ſon withia the Statute of. the, 257k of. Ed, 3. c.2..nor 
any other Statute. that was; ever alledged, and fo: ic 
muſt have been debated upon the Tryal whether the 


Crimes were Treaſon or no, ſuppoling the matter of 


Fact had been proved or granted, andof this the Bi- 
ſhops are Judges, as .well as the Temporal Lords, and 
have ever had their Vote. in all thoſe Statutes. that 
have made or declared what was, and what was not 
Treaſon, and particularly in the Statute above cited, 
which is the great and ſtanding; rule, 'and ,ſ{9. ought 
not to be excluded hers but-in: the caſe. of the five 
Lords it was otherwiſe, for their Treaſoops, were appa- 
reatly within the ſaid Statute, ifprov'd true. 2/y, The 
E's.plea was.a meer Law point, v:z, whether the Par- 
don was. Vaiid,or.-not, and the. Biſhops are Judges 
with the LordsTemporal in all points of Law brought 
before that Houſe. 3/5. Though the Commons 1in- 
ſiſted that the Event was the ſame as upon Guilty or- 
not Guilty, Yet this may be queſtioned, for it ſeems 
juſt, thar if-the Pardon had been over-ruled, the E. 
ſhould have ſtill been in the tame caſe, as if it had not 
been granted, -and io have been. tryed again upon the 
impeachment, and then might have demurr'd to the 
point in Law , whether the Crimes charged were 
Treaſon or no, before. he had been condemned, and 
in this point: perhaps , the Biſhops had, been. Judges ; 
and when both theſe. points had been heard and o- 
ver-ruled, then that the matter. of fa&t ſhould have 
. been tryed upon the Plea of Guilty or not Guilty, and 
then the Biſhops ſhould'have been abſent. And per- 
haps the: Commons, will find that the Earls_reſoluti- 
on of . abiding by his pardon will amount to PO IIs 
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then this, when ever he'be tryed, at leaſt it ſeems 
reaſonable it ſhould not. For there 1s. no reafon a man 
ſhonld be: hanged, becauſe the Attorney General mi(- 
took indrawing his Pardon, or he in the manner of 


| ſdibg'ir ot, 'withour a Tryal. Tf it be ſaid rhar Cox- 


ſenſus rollit Errorem, I anſwer, No man can conſent to 
his own deſtruction, ſo as to forecloſe him of all 
lawful means of ſaving his Life. 'If it be objected 


_ that (this is, too tedious'a way of proceeding, 1 


anſwer in the words of the Heathen, de morre hominis 
nulla eft cunttatio Longa ; it being ealy to cut off a mans 
Head, and impoſſible to reſtore him to life, good con- 
fideration ought to. be taken before it be done. 

"It may be'fome will be refdy to fay aFools. bolt is 
ſoon ſhot, and though this is true, yer, I know no rea- 
fon why I may not ſpeak my judgment'as well as o- 
thers: and if I be adjudged an enemy of the Com- 
mons of Erzleand for my pains, I cannothelp it, only 
I have not medled with the Validity of the pardon in 
alf this, norT think never will, -and: ſp I have'not of- 


fended agatnft that Vote. 


be Conclufion I ſhall draw from: hence is, that 
the” Lords had reaſbn'to pur the Tryal of the' five Po- 
piſh Lords firſt, and that the Commons neceſfirated 
them-ſato do, bythat Extraordinary Vote, by ſtarting 
a new Controverſy about the Juriſdiction of the Bi- 
ſhops in-all Capital cauſes ; and by refuſing them li- 
berty to do as they always had donebefore,. that is'to. 
withdraw upon Leave, with the uſual proteſta- 
tions ertered ; 'afl which things were not preſently 
to be grven up, nor could iuddenly be determined. 
The reft of that day was fpent in two Conferen- 
ces, the' ane concerning the Habeas Corpus At, and 


the other abour the Tryals, in which the Long rea- 


On 


"C07 

On Taeſday the 27th of Hay, The Haveas Corpus 
Bill was agreed at a Conference berwixe the two 
Houſes. Us 

 Thefia Meſſage was ſent by the Lords to the Com- 
mons.to acquaint them that his Majeſty was coming 
in his Robes, who according]y ſent for the Commons, 
and having paſſed, 

- -1»"An' Act: for! the reingreffing: the: Records of Fines, 
burnt or loft inthe late Fire in the; Temple: 

z. An Ac for the better :ſecuring' of 'the Liberty of the 
Subject , and for preventing impriſonment beyond Seas. 
Which is that I call the: Heber, Corprs AG for ſhort- 

neſs... Which were all. that had been: got ready for 
his Royal aſſettin __ Seffton oof Parltamenc : 


His Majeſty niate ſhort Speech to this effect. 
My Lords and Gentlemen; hott-araed. 


*T Was in good hopes that this Seſſion: Nagar hon 
« produced great good to the Kingdom, and that 
« you ann > have gone on unanimouſly, for the good 
©« thereof ; but to my great grief,; I:{ce. that. there are 
< ſuch differences between . the two. Houſes,that I 
* am afraid very ill effects will come of them: 'Iknow 
* but one way of Remedy. for the preſent, afſuting 
*« you, that in the mean time I (ball ſhew my ſincerity 
< with the ſame Zeal I met you heres and*(therefote 
® my Lord Chancelltor1 command yau! to do. * T—_ 

* Ordered you. 
Who immediately Prorogued both - Houſes to the 

14th day of Auguſt following. + 

The-news: of this. Prorogation of the Partiament, 
was.no foaner ſpread about 'the Nation, :burthe-cry 
was taken vp by the zealous *Impoſtors, that TI 
2 one. 
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done- of purpoſe to-hinder the Tryal of the Popiſh 


Lords : for as for the E. of D. the People were gene- 


rally unconcerif'd what came of him, And dreadful Sto- 
ries were told-in Coffee-houſes, Ale-houſes, Taverns, 
and Meeting houſes' of the danger of Popery ,' and 
what great tayourers they had at Court; not ſparing 
his Majeſty. 

- But this was not all, . the Act for Regulating Print- 
ing, expiring. with this Sefton," of which no care 


was taken, notwithſtanding his Majeſty recommen- 


ded it fo ſeriouſly to the Parliament by the Lord 
Chancellour, at the opening of it. The Nation be- 
came : preſently: ſo 'peſtred with a ſwarm of Lying, 
Seditious treaſonabte and ſcandalous Pamphlets, Pa- 
pers and Pictures, that a man would have thought 
Hell had been broken looſe. His Majeſty, the Church, 
the - Government , . were repreſented every day by 
them in the moſt odious manner that ſpite, falſehood, - 


- and malice could invent ; to beget a diſaffetion 


:n the. people to. the Government, and to involve us 
in another Rebellion, And if. any man preſumed to 
Defend them , - he was preſently a Papiſt in Maſque- 
rade, a:Tory or Tantivy: man; and very often threat- 
ned with the. Parliament; All which was done with- 
out doubt out of as-pure kindneſs to his Majeſty, and 
to. beget honour to the Government, and tended as 


apparently to the Interelt and Safety of the Prateſtant 
| Religion', as the Fews Crys of Crucify him, Crucify 
him ,, did/'to the deltvery of our Saviour out of the 


hands of Pzlate,. ws 
There was an Accident that' began in this Se(- 
fion of Parliament , and received its occafional be- 


10g from'fome Diftemper'd Spirits. . In Mareh 1679, 


abere' was 'a Speech ſaid to be made in: the Houſe of 


OS . 
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Lords by a certain * Earl, and by the Diſſenters and 


Commonwealth Party ſpread - about the 


three Kingdoms with a mighty Zeal, 


which in Scot{and was followed: with the 
uſual effects of ſuch like Speeches, and in 
regard that ur may adminiſter much con- 
folation to that Party to read it over again 


* This Speech is Printed in « 
Pamptl:t called An impar- 
tial account of divers re- 
markable Proceedings in 
the laſt Seffion of Parlia- 
ment. London 1679. folio. 


that were ſo well pleaſed with it before, I will. re- 
print it here word for word. 


My Loras, 


< You are appointing of the State of England to be 
* taken up-in a Committee of the whole Houle, ſome 
<day next week. I do not know how well what I have 
*to ſay may be received, for I never ſtudy either 
*to make my Court well or ta. be popular; I always 
* ſpeak what I am commanded by the D:i& ates of the 
© Spirit within me. | . 
There are ſome Conſiderations that concern Eng- 
©/and ſo neerly that without them you will come far 
* ſhort of ſafety and quiet at home: We have a little 
«Siſter, and ſhe hath no Breaſts , what ſhall we do for 
<0ur Siſter in the day when ſhe ſhall be ſpoken. for 2 
<If ſhe be a wall we will build on her a' palace of {i{- 
© yer, if ſhe be a door, we will encloſe her with: boards 
©of Cedar. We haveſeveral Little Siſters without 
© Breaſts, the French Proteſtant Churches , the two 
* Kingdoms of Jre/azd and: Scotland ; the Foreign Pro- 
 teſtants are a Wall, the only Wall and defence to Enz- 
© /azd, upon it you may build Palaces of Silver, Glori- 
© ous Palaces, The protection of the Proteſtants a- 
* broad, is the greateſt power and ſecurity the Crown 
of Erxglaxd can attain. to, and which can only help 
* us to-give check to the growing greatnels of Frazce. 
© Scotland 


# 


($9) - 
© Scotland and Ireland, are two doors, either to: let in 
« good or miſchief upon us ; they are much weakened 
© by the Artifice of our cunning Enemies, and we ought 
©*to Inclole them with Boards of Cedar, © -- 

* Popery and $lavery; like two: Siſters, go hand in 
© hand, ſometimes one goes firſt, ſometimes-the other, 
*in at doors, but the other is always following cloſe 
ac Hand” 24-539 | "$1918. Fifa 

*In Erxz/axd Popery was to haveibrought in Sh+ 
© very, in Scotland Slavery went before, and Popery 
<was to follow. _ - | 


* I donot think your Lordſhips or the Parliament 
© have Jurisdiction there, 'it- is an Ancient Kingdom , 
< they have an [iluftrious Nobility, a Gallant Geatry, 
©a Learned Clergy , and an underſtanding worthy 
* People : but yer we cannot think of Englaza as we 
* ought, without reflefting on the condition they are 
*in. They are under the fame Prince; and the influ- 
ence of the ſame Favourites and. Conncils ; when 
© they are hardly dealt with, can -we that are 'the 
© Richer expect better uſage? for *tis certain,that in all 
* Ablolute Governments, the pooreſt Countries are 
* always moft fayourably dealt with. | B 

* When the Ancient Nobility and Gentry there, 
*cannot enjoy their Royalties, their Shreivaldoms, 
*and their Stewardaries, which they and their An- 
* ceſtors have poſleſled for ſeveral Hundreds of years; 
* bur that now they are enjayned by the Lords-of the 
* Council, to make deputations of - their Authorities, 
©to ſuch as are their known Enemies; 61352 * 

* Can we 'expect to.enjoy our Magna Charta long, 
* under the ſame Perſons and Adminiſtration of at- 
* fairs 7. If the' Council Table there'can impriſon any 
*Noble-man or Gentleman for ſeveral years; without 
*bringing him to Tryal, or giving the leaſt reaſon _ 
; | © what 


| (51) 
«what they do, ean we expect the ſame men will 
« preſerve the Liberty-of the Subject here 


<I will acknowledge I am not well vers'd in the - 


©particular Laws of Scotland ; but this I do know, 
*that all the Northern. Countreys have by their 
*Laws, an undoubted and inviolable Right to their 


©Liberties and Properties z yet Scot{and hath outdorie. 


© all the Eaftern and Southern Countreys, in having 
©their Lives , Liberties and Eſtates ſubjeed to the 
© Arbitrary will and pleaſure of them that Govern. 
©They have lately plundered and haraſſed the Richeſt 
©and Wealthieſt Countries of that Kingdom, and 
* brought down the Barbarous Hi2h/anders to devour 
*them, and all this without a moſt Mlourable pre- 
©tence to dot. Nor can there be foind*a reaſon of 
©State for what they have done, but that thoſe wick- 
©ed Minifters defigned to procure a Rebgllion: at 


*any rate; which as they managed, was only- pre- 


*< vented 'þy the miraculous hand of God, or other- 
© wiſe all the Papiſts in Ezz/and would have been 
©armed, and thefaireft opportunity given in the juſt 
©time for the execution of that wicked and bloody de- 
{ſign the Papiſts had ; and it is not poffible for any 
* man thatdaly confiders tt, to think other, but thar 
* thoſe Miniſters that acted that, were as guilty of 
_ Plot, as any of rhe Lords that are in queſtion 
* for it, | I | 

* My Lords, I am forced to ſpeak this the plainer, 
*becauſe till the preſſure be fully and clearly,raken off 
© from Scotland, "tis nor poſſible for me or any think- 
*©ing man to believe that good is meant us here. 

* We muſt ſtill be upon our guard, apprehending 


* that the Principle. is not changed at Courr, and that 


* rhefe men tharare {till inplace and' Authority, have 
*that influence upon the Mind of '' our (exeeMent 
; Prince 
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©Prince. that he is not, nor cannot be that to ys, 
* that his own Nature and Goodneſs would incline 
*him to. | ; 

<I know your Lordſhips can order nothing 1n this, 
© but there are thoſe that hear me, can put a perfect 
© cure toit:; until that be done, the Scorch Weed is like 
© Death in the Pot. Afcys iz Olla, But there is ſome- 
* thing too, now Iconſider, that moſt immediately 
*concerns us ; their At of Twenty: two Thouſand 
*men to be ready to invade us upon - all occaſions, 
* This I hear, that the Lords of the Council there, 
© have treated as they do all other Laws, and ex- 
* pounded it into a Standing Army of- ſix thouſard 
© men. I.amggpre we have reaſon and right to be- 
© ſeech the KiN® that that At may be better conli- 
* dered in the next Pariiament. there. I ſhall ſay no 
© more for Scotland at this time, I am afraid your 
© Lordſhips will think T have ſaid too much, having 
©no concern there. But if a Frexch Noble-man , 
* ſhould come to dwell in my Houſe and Family, 1 
* ſhould think it concerned me to ask what he did 
*in France, for if he were there a Felon, a Rogue, 
© a Plunderer, I ſhould defire him to live elſe-where, 
© and I hope your Lordſhips will do the ſame thing 
© for the Nation, if you find the ſame caule. 

©MyLords give me leave to ſpeak twoor three words 
© concerning our other Silter 7re/and, thither I hear 
© is ſent Douglas's Regiment, to ſecure us againſt the 
«* French, Belides I am credibly informed, that the 
« Papiſts®have their Arms reſtored, and the Prote- 


. *ſtants are not many of them yet recovered from be- 


<ing theſuſpeted Party, the Sea-Towns as well as 

© the Inland, are full of Papiſts : that Kingdom can- 

*not long continue in the Ezg/iſh hands, if ſome bet- 

*ter care be not takenof it., This 1s in your Po: 
| *an 
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<and there is nothing there, but is under your Laws, 
© therefore I beg that this Kingdom at leaſt may be 


*taken in conſideration, together with the State of | 


© England: for I am ſure there can be noſafety here, 
© if theſe doors be-not ſhut up and made ſure, 
Whether any ſuch Harangue was made in that 
Auguſt aſſembly or not,” I cannot lay; butT am ſure 
that all the Seditious and Treaſonable Pamphlets 
that have been ſince Printed, are but flouriſhes up- 


on this Text, and an extract of thoſe that went be- 


fore them, the very model of the laſt Rebellion, and 
probably the defign of an other. But England and 
Ireland are not as yet ripe for ſo generous an under- 
taking, But to: ſhew you how matrers paſt in Scor- 
laxd, 1 will Tranſcribe the very wordsof my Author, 
and leave the credit of them with him. 


By the very next poſt after this Speech was ſaid The Spirit of | 
to have been ſpoken, Forty written Coppies of it 200 » Jhech- 
were ſent from  Lowdon -to Edexbrough; and the Fa- Pw 
naticks grew ſo inſolent and fo daring upon it, that fe- Fen. pag, 73 


heighr of Inſfolences this Speech had blown up the 
Enemies of the Church and the Monarchy, and that 
they had juſt reaſons to fear that very dangerous at- 
tempts, if not adown-right Rebellion would ſpeedily 
enſue thereupon: but theſe reports found not too 
much credit at London ; where the world was: made 
to believe by men ( whoſe intereſt it was that they 
ſhould not 'be credited) that they were but the-in- 
ventions of the Duke of Lauderdale, for whole ad- 
vantage in that conjure, it was that they ſhould be 
| believed. | 


 veral Loyal Gentlemen, wrote up accounts, to what gp,” 0-16 oh 


l 


My Author goes on that ho is confident: {{uch is The zfeas. 


his charity) he that made-it, would not -have' done 
ſo, had he knownthe'true Steed of- Srotland, Shieh 
| ew 


| __— 
few Ereliſþ men do ,. or foreſten the evil effeds, 
which it immediately had, in encouraging the Co- 
venanteers to Aſlaflinate, Maſlacre and Rebel. For 
now they begin to look and ſpeak big ia Edezbrough ; 
and many of them were, heard and ſeen upon the Crown 
of the Cauſway, who had {neeked about in darkneſs be- 
fore. And as for the dilafteced parts of the Coun- 
try , they now dilplay'd the Banners of Feſus Chriſt, 
(as they Blaſphemouſlly call'd their colours ) at their 
Conveaticles every where, and their Preachers now 
told them, that the time of their deliverance , and of 
Goas taking Vengeance upon. his Enemies , was now at 
hand ;. only they muſt repent, and be ſlrong., and of « 
great courage, and fight the Battles of the Lord, They 
alſo threatned in all places, ſuch as they thought 
were (criouſly active againſt them, talking of great 
Changes and Revolutions in Exglaa, and 1g Publick 
Places, dropt Liſts of the Names of thole men, whom 
. they had a miad ſhould fall by Herpical Hands. And: 
ia the firſÞ place naming Dr. Sharp the . Archbiſhop: 
of. St. <Axarews and Primate of Scotland, whom they 
meekly ſtiled-,, That perjured Apoſtate Prelate Sharp. 
Threaaing: to handle himand:the reſt: ſeverely... 
Having {peat a few Weeks ia.thels gadly Extior- 
tations ,, animating. each-vther to this good work, 
.and-being: thereunto further. encouraged by the Bre-- 
thren. io Zonder,, the third of: May tollowing, tliey: 
begaa-the-work with-the murther of the ſaid Arch 
bitbop $3: and Þ will inform you of . the- manner: 
NS in. the words of. the fame Aus 
The Archbiſhop had: been attending his Majeſties- 
Service. in the Pnvy' Conncil: at. Edeabroggh.;. from: = 
- . thence.he ,wentoverinto Fife, in 'the. jafter-noon, 0n: | 
he Sccand of. Mey, 1679, - That night 'he dged at. 
21 | | Gapraln: 
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Captain Seator*'s Houſe, in a Village called Rennes 
way, which is in the Mid-way betwixt Bruxtiflend and 
St, Lndrews, About Midnight as the Peopleof the 
Town report, two men well mounted and armed, 
came thkither to enquire if the Arch-biſhop of St. 
Andrews was. Lodged' at Captain Seator's ; and as 
ſoon as they were informed that he was, they pre- 
ſently rode out of the Town again. | 

The next morning being the Third of My, feve- 
ral Parties of Horſe-men were ſeen to traverſe the 
Road betwixt Kemnoway and St. Andrews, who 
doubtleſs were the Aſſaſſins, who watched for an 
opportunity to effet the Murther which they had - 
long deſigned. But the Lord Primate who was a 
man of great Natural courage, and whom ſo many 
deliverances for almoſt Twenty years, from the 
hands of thoſe bloody Zealots, had now brought to 
an entire confidence in God's Protection, took Coach 
about Nine of the Clock, without any prefage' or 
apprehenſion of danger. | 

He had none but his Eldeſt Daughter to ride 
with him in the Coach, and only three Servants on 
Horſe-back to attend him ;. one of whom he had 
ſent before he was aſſaulted, to pay his reſpeRs to 
a Perſon of Honour, by whoſe houle he paſled on 
his Road. He advanced on his journey in great ſe- 
curity till he came toa little Country Village called 
Magus, two Miles diſtant. from St. Andrews be- 
twixt Eleven and Twelve a Clock in the Fore- 
noon. Rt ru 
There he firſt perceived himſelf to be purſued by 
Eleven or Twelve men barefaced, well mounted, 
with Piſtols cocked in their hands, and drawn 
Swords hanging in Strings from their Armes ; as 
ſoon as he ſpied them, he bid his Coachman drive 
L 2 as 
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faſt as his Horſes could gallop, but alas too late, for 
the Aſſaſſin furiouſly purſued him, and in their pur- 
ſute, ſhot at him ſeveral times in his Coach, running 
as faſt as ſix good Horſes could draw it. The Coachman 
( who diſcovered. the Villains before his Lord, and 
had thereupon. begged leave of him , but was not 
permitted to gallop away) had certainly outdriven 
them, if one Balfour of Kinlock, mounted on a very 
fleet. bay, horſe, had not overtaken them ; who not 
daring to attack the Goachman, becauſe his Whip 
did fright his Sprightly horſe, therefore rod up to 
| the Poltilion, whom he wounded with his Sword 
in the face, ſhot one of .the foremoſt Horſes, and 
hamſtringed the other, agd {o. ſtopped the Coach; 
By that time this was done,. the reft of the Mur- 
therers came up,. and one of them fired” a Piſtol or- 
Blunderbuſs ſo near his Breaſt, that his Daughter 
rubbed off the burning, which ſtuck to his Gown. 
-Thien they called him by the Name of Dog, Yair, 
poſtate., Perſecuter of the Godly, Betrayer of. Feſus 
Chriſt and bis Church, and bid him come out of his. 
Coach, to receive what he deſerved for his wicked-- 
neſs againſt the Kirk of Scotland. | 
Upon, this his Daughter got out of: the Coach; 
and: fell on 'ber. knees.,. begging her Father's Life ; 
but. they regarded. neither her Prayers. nor Tears, . 
but threw her down ſeyeral times. upon the ground, 
trampled upon Her and. wounded her :_ which her - 
tender hearted” Father ſeeing, after much reproach- 
ful. Language, and” many Threatnings, came meek- 
ly. out- of the Coach, and with. calmneſs. ſajd unto - 
them, Gentlemen, 1. know not that I have ever injue 
red any of you, of if .I did I am ready to make you re- 
Paration , and therefore, 7 beſeech you to. ſpare mydife, 
4&xd:] promiſe Twill never purſue you for this, violence, 
| =} 
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and I pray yow conſider, before you bring the guilt of 
Innocent blood npon your ſelves, | 

The reverence of his Preſence, and his undaunt 
ed-Courage in addreſſing himſelf fo reſolutely and 
gravely unto them, ſurpriſed them, and made them 
ſtand a little while, as it were unreſolved what to 
do; and one of them relenting , Cried to the reſt, 
Spare theſe Grey Hurs : but their cruel Zeal over- 
coming, their Natural Pity and Juſtice, pauſed not 
long before they replyed , He muſt die, He muſt die. 
And then again calling. him. Traiterons Villain, Fu- 
des, betrayer of the Intereſt of Chriſt, Enemy to God 
and his People, (aid unto him , Thou ſhalt now receive 
the reward of thy CApoſtacy,. and enmity to the People of 
God, ; 

Then ſeeing them determined to take away his Life, 
he begged a little while to pray, zelling them , he 
would pray for them, but they i{cornfully told him, 
That they cared not for his Prayers, being ſure that God 
would not hear ſo baſe a Deg as be was, Then looking 
ſtedfaſtly upon ope of the Aſſaſſins, whom he ſeem- 
ed to know, he kneeled down before him, and ſaid 
unto him, Sir you are 4 Gentleman, and 1.muſt beg my 
laſt: favour from you, that fince * you are. reſolved that 1 
miſt dye, you would have pity upors my poor- child. here, 
and ſpare her life, and for this, Sir give me your hand : 
and thereupon ſtretching his hand towards the cru- 
el-man, . he had for a return, a very great blow with 
a Shable, which almoſt quite. cut oft his Hand,, and 
the Villain redoubling his Stroak, gave him agother 
violent Wound: upon. the. left Eye, which cur him 
two Inches above-it ,. and one below ; this Stroak . 
knocked him.down, but gettipg ,up upon .his Knees 
again, he ſaid, Gentlemen, it is now . emugh, you, have 
aone ' your work," and holding up, his Hands (as well 
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-as he-could) to Heaven, he fervently cryed out, 
Zord Jeſus, have mercy on my Soul, and receive my SÞt- 
7ir, While he was in this Poſture of Devotion , 
they wounded him. in his Hands which he held up 
to Heaven, and in other parts of his Body, till in 
a kind of compoſure he laid down his Head upon 
his Arm, ſaying God forgive you, and I forgive you 
all, 

Theſe were the laſt words which he uttered, like 
an excellent Chriſtian ; after which they gave him 
no leſs then ſixteen Wounds on his Head, ſome of 
them as they were going away, thought they heard 
him groan, which made them go back, and to make 
ſure work, ſtir about his Brains in the Scull with 
the points of their Swords. His Head ſeemed to be 
all one Wound, and pieces of his ſhattered Scull, 
and Brains were ſome days after found on the 
>= that Unhallowed Golzotha where he was 

ain. | | 

Having finiſhed their long deſired Murther, they 
made his Servants Solemaly ſwear not to diſcover 
them, and then bad them in derifion take up their 
Prieſt, and buying ſaid ſo, rode back to Mages, 
where they firſt aſſaulted the Coach; and one of them, 
by Name Fohn Balfour of Kinleck, as he paſſed by that 
Town, was heard to ſay very audibly and diſtinaly, 
That now Judas was killed, 

A 'Proclamation being publiſhed in his Majeſties 
Name for the difcovery of theſe abominable execra- 
ble Martherers, and ſearch made among the Te- 
nants and Heritors of the Shire of Fife, and the 
Inhabitants of Xfagu3 being examined upon oath ; it 
was made apparent, that the 'blovdy Afſaffins, and 
many others, who were ſtrongly preſumed to have 
been Abetters, and Conmtrivers of the Murther, were 

notorious 


= (59) 


notorious Fepatichs, Frequenters of Field-Conventicless 
and Followers of Mr. Welth, a4 other Traiterous inter- 
communed and Rebellious Preachers ; Nine of tlie Ac- 
tors in this Tragedy were diſcovered by their Names 
and Sirnames, which are as followeth. 

Fohn Balfonr of Kinlock, David Hackſton of Rathilet- 
tet, George Balfour in Gilſon, James Ruſſel in Kings- 
Kettle, Robert Dingwall a Farmers Son in Caddam, An- 
drew Guillan Weaver in Balmerinoch, Alexander 1Hin- 
derſon and Andrew Hinderſon, Sons to John Hinaerſon 
in Killbrachmont , George Fleming, Son to George 
Fleming in Balbutby. 

The rebellion interrupting the courſe of Juſtice a- 
gainſt theſe miſcreants for ſome time, the 20h day 
of September x679, there was another Proclamation 
publiſhed for the apprehending choſe Nine, and all 
others that were in the Rebellion, and were Heri- 
tors or Miniſters. 

But by this time the. Murtherers and Rebels, had: 
fled the Kingdom , notwithſtanding all imaginable * 
care and diligence to-prevent their elcape ; and whillt. 
the Covenanting Army lay 'at G/aſcow, one of the 
Balfours, as a very credible Gentleman, who was then 
the Town, told me (faith my Author) openly boaſt-- 
ed of the Murther as a glorious fact ; and ſaid hold- 
ing up bis Arm, This hend helped to kill the Fox, And: 
fiveot the. Accomplices , Complorters- and Abetters 
of the Murther, choſe to dye, and be hung up in: 
Chains upon the place, rather then .confoſs the (in- 
fulneſs of the: aftion,, by acknowledging it- was a: 
Murther or-a Sig, | | | 
- The Fanatical. Party, forctold ic 1n-({everal places, 
and the Morning before it was commited, one of: 
the Aſſaflins like a Jeſu Confſecrated to an: Heraical- 
At, after. a ſolema Sacrilegious form, held =_ = 
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hand, and ſwore, that That hand ſhould kill the Arch. 
Prelate , upon which the Holy Siſter his Hoſteſs, 
kifſed him. And it is notoriouſly known in Scor- 
land, that he, who commanded the foot for Mr, Welſh 
upon Reupar Law (that famons Field Conventicle) owned 
that their Friends thanked God for the Archbiſhops 
death, which neither they nor their abetters in either 
Kingdom will call Murther, when they have occa- 
ſion to Speak thereof. | | 

My Anthor goes further, and ſhews how the Pre- 
deceſſors of theſe Godly Cut-throats Norman Lefty , 
John Leſley, Peter Carmichael and Fames ' Meluil AC. 
iaſſinated Cardinal Betoz Archbiſhop of St. Andrews 
in his Caſtle there in cold blood, gravely, and with 
the preface of an harangue; which Xzox commends, 
calling the Principal Murtherer, « Meck man of God : 
an odd kind of Presbyterian meekneſs which our $a- 
viour doth not commend, 

From thence he deſcends, and ſhews their Prin- 
ciples both Anicent and Modern, upon which they 
| build theſe bloody praftiſes. He tells as. Goodman 
Knox's Companion 1a his Diſcourſe of Tyranny and 
Popery, p42. 30. hath thele words, 4// men are bound 
fo ſee the Laws of God kept, and to ſopreſs and reſiſt 
1dolatry by force, Nor is it ſufficient for SubjeRs not 
ro obey 'the wicked Commands of Princes ; but 
they muſt reſiſt them, and deliver the Children of God out 
of the hanas of their Enemies, as we would deliver « 
Sheep that is indanger to be devoured by a Wolf, And 
if the Magiſtrates refuſe to put Maſſ-mongers and 
Falſe Preachers ( now all Biſhops and Church-mini- 
RKers in their eſteem are ſuch) to death, the people 
in ſeeing it performed, ſhew that zeal of God which 
was commended in Phineas, EA 21,1 


Hence 


Heace all Kirk Writers ſince his Majeſties Return; 
ſuch as Nepthals,Fus populi, The ©Apologetical Narration, 
The Por mans Cup, The Hiſtory of the Indulgence ( as 
he tells us) call the Biſhops Apoſtates,Perjured Prelates, 
a perjured Fraternity; Traitors to Chriſt, Enemies to his 
people, 1dolaters, Backfliders. All which is meant of 
forſaking the Covenant, and Presbyterian Govern- 
ment, and is the very Language they murthered the 
Archbiſhop with ; which ſhews they were not Je- 
ſuits but arraat Presbyterians that did the Wicked 
fact; and my ſaid Author quotes this Paſſage from Jus 
Populi, pag. 415. The fait of Phineas was a Laudable 
Att of juſtice, and @ precedent for Tudees and \Ma- 
giſtrates in all times coming , and that by his Example 
any Member of the Council ( for Phineas roſe from a- 
mong the Congregation) might lawfully riſe up and execute 
judgment on this wicked wretch (the Archbiſhop) and his 
curſed Fraternity, who have brought by their Apoſtacy 
and defeition from the Covenant, and cauſe of God, the 
wrath of God upors the Land, | 

For the reſt, Iſhall refer my Reader to that ingeni- 
ous Author, from whom I had not Tranſcribed all 
this, but to prompt others to read him, and to 
Supply that Defe&t to them who cannot get that 
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The news of this Execrable and-Barbarous Mur- 
ther, was ſoon diffuſed all over Eme/and, and it may 
be all the reſt of Chrifendom, and entertained by all 
People who were not poiſoned with this Presby- 
terian Leven, with horror and deteſtation. The reſt 
began to qualify and allay it, with ill Characters 
- of the poor many or to divert it from the right 
Agents, by laying it one while ypon the Jeſuits, 
and another while upon the Tenants of the Arch- 
biſhop, | EIT - 
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But they foreſaw theſe things would not do their 
buſineſs, and therefore their friends in Zondoz did 
what they could to inſtigate an Addreſs againſt the 
Duke of Lauderdale, which was the man they moft 
hated and feared of all the world, and who if he 
were not removed would certainly proſecute and 
revenge this Murther , now o it fell out, that though 
not upon their ſollicitation, there was an Addreſs 
Voted the 6th. of May, which pals'd the Eighth. - 

The Addreſs which I think fit to be inſerted here 
was as followeth. 

We your Majeſtics moſt Loyal and Dutifal Sabjefs, the 
Commons in this preſent - Parliament aſſembled , finding 
your Majeſties Kinzdoms involved in eminent Dangers , 
and great difficulties, by the evil defigns, and pernicious 
Counſels of ſome, who have been, and are in high —_ 
of truſt and Authority about your Royal Perſon : who con- 


yy zo the duty of their places by their Arbitrary and 


Deſtructive Counſels, tending to the ſubverſions of the 
Rights, Liberties, and Properties of your Subjet#s, and 
the alteration of the Proteſtant Religton eſtabliſht, have 
endexvoured to alienate the Hearts of your Loyal Subjetts 
from your Majeſty, and your Government, Anwnefti whom, 
we have juſt reaſon to accuſe John. Duke of Lauderdale, 
for a chief Promoter of ſuch Counſels, and more particu- 
wn: for contriving and endeavonring to raiſe jealouſics 
ana miſunderlandings between your Majeſties Kingdoms 
of England and Scotland, whereby Hoftilaties might have 
enſued, and may ariſe between both Nations if wot pre- 
vented. | | 
Wherefore we your Majeſties Loyal SubjeiFs could not 
but be ſenſibly affetfed with trouble to find ſuch a Perſon 
( notwithſtanding the repeated Addreſſes of the laſt Par- 
lament) continucd in your Counſels at this time, when the 
affaires of your Kingdius require none to be put into ſuch im» 
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playments, but ſuch 4s are men of known abilities, Intereſt 
and eſteem in the Nation, without all ſuſpition of either 
miſtiking, or betraying the true intereſt of the Kinodom, 
and os ivr of adviſing your Majeſty ill, We do there- 
fere moſt humbly beſeech your moſt ſacred Majeſty for 
the taking away the great Jealouſies, Diſſatisfatbtons, and 
Fears amongſt your good Subjects , that your Majeſty will 
grationfly be pleaſed to remove the Duke of Lauderdale 
from your Majeſties Connſels tn your Majeſtics Kingdoms 
of England and Scotland, a from all offices , imploy- 
ments and places of truſt, and from your Majeſties Pre- 
fence for ever, BEE 

This Addreſs they preſented to his Majeſty the day 
following, to which his Majeſty replyed he would 
conſider of it, and return an Anſwer. 

But in the mean time, it was doubtleſs ſent after 
the Speech into Scot/and, where it found all things ra- 
ther neceffitated to a Rebellion than diſpoſed, the 
Murther of ſo illuſtrious a Perſon as the Primate of 
that Kingdom, and one of his Majeſties Privy Coun- 
ſel there, was a Villany not to be ſmothered. And 
the Proclamation publiſhed the day after the fa&, for 
the diſcovery and apprehending of the Aſſaſſines, re- 
preſenting the A (as it deſerved with great deteſta- 
tion) had further allarm'd the whole Party 3 who 
| had as they — no other way to eſcape thede- 

ſerved revenge, but by juſtifying the Murther with 
a Rebellion. And finding by this Addreſs, that the 
Houſe of Commons in Ereland were in this critical 
moment , preſſing upon their dreadful Enemy: the 
Duke of Lauderaale, they took it for granted; God 
had eſpouſed their cauſe, and if they could make a 
head in Scotland, they ſhould be ſeconded out of Exg- 
land, hoping perhaps to be as well rewarded for this, 


as they were for beginning the former Rebellion, 
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and' ſo being puſhed forward by- their deſtiny and 
deſperation on they went. | 

On Taeſday, the 27th, of May 1679, The Parlia- 
ment was prorogued ;. and the Thurſday following, 
which was the 29th of the ſame month, the Scorch 
Covenanters who knew nothing of it, began their 
Rebellion-at Ragland in Scotland, to which place a- 
bout fourſcore men well- mounted and armed, came 
and proclaimed the Covenant, and burnt ſeveral Ads 
of Parliament, and affixed this following Declara- 
tion on the Market Croſs. | 

fs the Lord had been pleaſed ſtill to keep and pre- 
ſerve his Intereſt in the Land, by the Teſtimony of ſome 
faithful Witneſſes from the beginning , ſo.in our days ſome 
have not been wanting, who through the greateſt. of Ha- 
zards, had added their Teſtimonies to.theſe who have gone 
before them, by ſuffering death, Baniſhment, Torturings, 
Finings, Forfeitures, impriſouments, &c, Flowing from 
crucl azd perfidious Adverſaries to the Church aud King- 
dom of. our Lord Feſus Chriſt in. the. Land, Therefore. 
we. owning the Intereſt of. Chriſt according to the word of 
the Lord, and, the National and Solemn League and. 
Covenant, deſire to add our Teſtamony. to. the Teſtimo- 
zies of the. worthies that has gone.before (though unwor- 
thy, yet hoping . as true. Members of the Church of, Chriſt: 
in Scotland) and that. againſt all things that has been. 
done, prejudicial to. his intereſt; from the beginning of the. 
work of Reformation in Scotland ; eſpectally from the. 
year 1648, to the year 1660, againſt theſe following, 
Alts.. | 

1. The A&- of- Supremacy, 

2; The Dectration . whereby the Cevenarts are, 
condemned, | 

3; The AR. for. Everſian. of the cſtabliſhed Go-. 
verament :of, the.. Church, and for _ 
acy, 


| 1 
lacy; and for the Outing of Chriſts Miniſters, who 
could not conform thereto, by an At Reſciſlory of all 
Acts of Parliament and Afemblies for the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Coverament of the Church of Scotland, 
according to the Word, 

4. As likewiſe the Act of Council at 6/aſgow,putting 
that Ad reciſſory in execution, where at one time, 
were violently caſt out above three hundred Mini- 
ſters, without any Legal procedures, 

5- As likewiſe the Ac, appointing a Holy Annt- 
verſary Day to be. kept, upon the 29th of May, for 
giving thanks for the upſetting of an uſurping Power, 
deſtroying the Intereſt of the: Church in the Land, 
which is to ſet up the Creature' to be worthipped in 
the room of our Great Redeemer, and to content to 
_ the aſſuming of the: power that is proper tothe Lord 
alone, for the appointing Ordinances 4n his Church, . 
as particularly the Government thereof; an4 the keep- 
1ag of Holy-days, and all other finful: and unlawfal 
Acts Emittcd and Executed by them. 

And for Confirmation: of this our Teſtimony, we do here- 
by this day, being the 29th day of May, 1679, Pub- 
lickly -burn-them at. the Croſs of  Ragland moſt Juſtly ; 
4s they- perfiatonſly..and Blaſphemoufly had - burnt our Holy 
Cvenants, through :ſeveral Cities of ' the Covenanted 
Kingdoms, we jadge none will take exception -at our wot 
ſubſcribins- this our Teſtimony , being ſo ſolemnly gone a- 
boat ; for-we are ready always to do it, if judged necef- 
ſary, with all. the. faithful. ſuffering Brethren in the-- 
Lapd. ; | + DI7x2 


They intended to have affixed this Declaration at - 
__ too, but were prevented by-the Kings Forces 
there, | h 
| Qa the Sunday, following, they: Readevouſed upon 
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Loudon Hiilbeing then. 14, or 1500 men, well armed 
and in good order, the foot commanded by one wer, 
and the Horſe by Robert Hamilton, one Patron, Bal. 
four and Hackſton ; (theſe two laft being of the num- 
ber of them that murthered the Arch-biſhop, and 
conſequently moſt concerned to carry the Rebellion 
as faras they could , ) being thus diſpoſed and Order- 
ed, one Captain Graham of Claver Houſe, marched 
againſt them with a troop of Horle, and a Company 
of Dragoons, upon whoſe approach, the Rebels ſent 
'out two Parties to Skirmiſh with him, which he 
beat into their main body; and then they advanced 
with their whole force upon him: So that after a 
conſiderable {laughter of them , and the loſs of his 
Cornet, two Brigadiers, and about eight Horſe, and 
twenty Dragoons ( his own horſe being killed un- 
der him, and he mounting another) being fo much o- 
ver-powered in number, he made his retreat towards 
Glaſgow, being in his way forced to fight his way 
through the Townſmen of Srrearz, who were got to-- 
| gether to oppole it, leaving ten,or twelve of them dead 
upon the place, ; 
| On Auzxday the Second day of Fuze, the Rebells in 
the morning attacked the City of . 6/aſpow, at two ſe- 
veral times, but all the Streets were fo well Barraca- 
doed by the Lord Roſs, and the Souldiers there put 
into ſo good a poſture, that they were beat off 
with conſiderable loſs, belides many Priſoners that 
were taken, and thereupon the Horle and Dragoons 
in the Town allied out, and purſued them upon their 
drawing off. | 
_ In the Interim, the Council of Scotland, having 
firſt given an account of this Rebellion to his Ma- 
Jeſty, publiſhed a Proclamation for the ſuppreſſion of 
It ; and that failing, Levied' what forces they could 

: to 
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to oppoſe them, by which means they were kept to- 
gether , not daring to part to plunder z and their 
Number: was alſo kept from increaſing as otherwiſe 
it might have done, Bur yet the Council knowing 
the Rebels could not continue long together, wonld 
not fight them till his Majeſty ſhould tend thera or- 
ders ſo to do, and a genera]. 

His Majeſty and the Council here reſolved to ſend 
down his Grace the Duke of Monmouth, who had 
given good proof of his Courage in F/anders, and 
elſewhere, who undertaking the enterpriſe againſt 
the Rebels, went poſt into Scor/and tor that pur- 


ole. | | T4 

The Rebels in the interim having. poſſeſt them- 
ſelves of Glaſgow, grew infolent at firit, and publiſhed 
2 Proclamation in thele terms.  _ 


VV E the Officers of the Covenanted Army , 


do require and command you the Inhabi- 
tants of the Burgh of Glaſgow, to furniſh us 
with Twenty four Carts, and ſixty Baggage Hor- 
ſes, for removing our Proviſion from this Place 
to our Camp, whereever we ſhall ſet down the ſame, 
and to abide with us for that end, during or 
pleaſure, under the pain of being reputed our E. 
nemies, and procceded againſt accordingly. 


And another thus. ' 
E the Officers of the Covenanted Army, dy 
5 require and command” the Magiſtrates of 
Glaſgow, to Extend and Baniſh forth thereof, all 


Arch. 
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Archbiſhops , Biſhops and Curates, therr Wives , 
Bairns and Servants, and all other families and 
perſens concern'd in the Kings Army, within eight 
and forty houres, after the Publiſhing hereof, un- 
der the Higheſt pains. 


You have ſeen before what bad SubjeQts they: 
were, and theſe two will ſhow what infolent Ma- 
ters they proved, but their Dominion was not 
long. | : 

That which firſt amated them, was the news 
. of the Prorogation of the Parliament in Exgland, up- 
on which they chiefly depended, and in all probabi- 
lity had never-riſen, but that they were forced into 
a belief, that they were ſure on that fide : not that 
I think the Parliament would have been any way 
ſerviceable to them, but they were made to believe 
ſo in Scotland, where any thing that looked that 
way, was magnified above its real bigneſs. But that 
being gone, and thereſt of Sco7/and continuing quiet, 
or Arming againſt them, and their friends in Edey- 
borough , being kept from joyning with them , they 
began to ſuſpe& the worſt, and io fell a little: from 
their firſt fury , and publiſhed this ſecond Declara- 
tion for their Vindication. | 


A® it is not unknown to a great fart of the 
C 3. World, how happy the Church of Scotland 
was, whilſt they enjoyed the Ordinances of Feſus 
Chriſt in purity and power ; of which we have been 
deplorably deprived by the eſtabliſhment of Prela- 
lacy : So it is Evident not only to impartial parjon, 
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but to profeſſed Enemies, with what unparalleÞ& pa- 
tience'and conſtancy the People of God have endured 
all the Cruelty, Injuſtice and Oppreſſzon that the Will 
and Malice of Prelates and Malignants could invent 
and exerciſe. And being moſt unwilling to AF any thing 
which might import oppoſition to Lawful Authority, or | 
engage the Kingdom in aWar,although we have all a- 
long becn 2roaning under the overturning the work of 
Reformation, Corruptions of Dottrine, Slighting of 
Worſhip, Deſpiſing of Ordinances, the changing the 
Antient Church Diſcipline and Gavernment,T hruſting 
out ſo many of our faithful Miniſters from their Char- 
es, Confining, ſtreightly Impriſoning, exiling yea and 
putting to-death many of them, and mtruding upon 
their Flocks, a company of inſufficient and ſcandalous 
perſons, and Fining, Confining Impriſening,Torturing, 
Tormenting, Scourgmg and Stigmatizing por people, 
Plundring their Goods, Quartermg upon them rude 
Souldiers, Selling their perſons to forreign Plantations, 
M Hornmg and Inter CE are”, * Horning is Out-Lawins. There 
many of both, whereby great Num- is nothing like intercommuning 
bers in every Corner of the Land, withus; forif any man hold any 

| PRES *  - Correſpondency with the offen- 
Were forced toleave their Dwel. der, he is to be adjudged a Rebel 
lings : Wrves, Children, and Rela- £ - the lame _ ; - w__ 
tions, and made to "wander a5 Pil- pongnge- > at Riſed a —_ —_ 
grims ſtill m hazard of their Lives; thers. _ 
none dating to reſet harbour or = A—_ of Ifſachar. Print- 
apply. ( though ſtarving) or ſo © PS 40 
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mus as to ſpeak to-them,ewen upon death bed, without 
making themſelves obnoxious to.the ſame puniſhments, 
and theſe things Fed under coulour of Law, m effet 
tending to baniſh not only, all ſenfe of Religion, 
but alſo to extmguiſh Natural affeftion, even a. 


mongſt perſons of the neareſt Relations , and like... 


wiſe groaning under the intollerable Yoak of Op- 
preſſion in our Civil Intereſts, oux Bodies, Liber- 
ties and Eſtates. So that all manner of outrages have 
been moſt arbitrarily exerciſed upon us through a traft 
of ſeveral years paſt; particularly in the year 1678, 
by ſending among us. an Armed. Hoſt of Barbarous 
Savages, contrary to all Laws and Humanity; and: 
by laying. on. us ſeveral Tmpoſitions and Faxes, as 
formerly. So of late by a meeting of Prelimi.. 
ted and Over-awved Members in the Convention of E. 
ates in July 1678, for keeping up of an Armed. 
*orce intruſted (as. to a great part of it) into the 
hands of avawed Papifts, or favourers of them ; by 
whom ſundry Invaſions have been made upon us, and 
woſt: exorbitant abuſes., and incredible Inſolencies - 
committed againſFus, and.we being continually ſought, 
after, while meeting. in Houſes for divine Worſhip; 
Miniſters and: People frequently: apprehended, and: 
moſt rigorouſly uſed'; and fo being neceſſitated to at- 
tend the Lords Ordinances in- Fields, in the-moſt de-. 
fart places, and there alſo. often hunted ont, and: 
afſaulted; to the: effuſian of. our bload, and. killing: 
| 07: 
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of ſome, whereby we were inevitably conſtrained ei. 
ther to defend our ſelves by Arms at theſe meetings, 
or to be altogether deprived of the Goſpel preached 
by faithful Miniſters, and made abſolute Slaves: At 
. one of which Meetings, upon the firſt of June in. 
ſtant, . Captain Graham of Claver Houſe, being 
Warranted by a late Preclamation, to kill whomever 
be found in Arms, at Field Conventicles, making re. 
ſiſtarice, did furionſly aſſault the people aſſembled , 
and further to provoke, did crmelly bind like Beaſts, 
a Mmiſter, with ſome others, whom be had that very 
ſame Morning found in Houſes : and ſeveral being 
kill'd on both ſides ; they knowing certainly , that 
by Law they behoved (if apprehended) to die ; they 
did ſtand to their own defence, and continue together ; 
and there after many of onr Friends and Country- 
men being under the ſame eppreſſcon expefting the 
ſame meaſure, did freely offer their aſsiſtance. We 
therefore thus inevitably, and of abſolute Neceſvity 
forced to take this laſt Remedy; (the Magiſtrates 
having ſhut the Door by a Law againſt application, 
that what ever our Grievances be, either in things 
Civil or Sacred , we have not the Priviledge » 
Supplicant) do judg our ſelpes bound to declare,T hat 
theſe with many other Horrid Grievances in Church 
and State (Which we purpoſe to Manifeſt hereafter) 
are the true Cauſes of this our lawful and innocent 
ſelf-defence. And we do moſt ſolemnly in the 

= oa Oo qpreſeme” 


preſence of Almighty God the Searcher of all bearts, 
declare, That the true reaſons of our continuing m1 


Arms; candidly and ſincerely are theſe. 


1. The defending and ſecuring of the true Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and Presbyterian Government ; 
founded. npon the word of, God,. and ſummarily com- 
prebended in 047 Confeſsions of faith, and:Catechiſms, 
and Eſtabliſhed by the Laws of this Land. To 
which Kings, Nobles, and People, are ſolemnly 
ſworn and engaged. in. our National and Solemn 
. League and Covenant ; and more particularly , the 
defending and maintaining the Kingly -Authority. of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt over bis Church, againſt all 
ſenful. Supremacy ' derogatory. thereto, aud-encroach- 
ing. thereupom, | ERECT 


2. The preſerving and defending the Kings Ma- 
jeſty, his Perſon and Authority; im preſervation and 
defence of. that.true, Religion,. and, Liberties of. the 
Kingdom, that the World may' bear Witneſs with our 
Conſcience; of our Loyalty ; . and. that we have no 
thoughts .or intentzon.so diminiſh. his. juſt Power and 

3, The Obtaining of a' free and\ Unlimited Par- 
lament, and a free General Aſſembly, in Order to 
the Redrefſing our foreſaid. Grievauces for pre- 
Venting , the eminent danger. of Popery,, . and Ex- 


tirpating of Prelacy from amongſt us. 
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"This therefore being the cauſe we apprar for, and 


reſobve in Gods great Name-to 
own , thereby Flomologating all 
the Teſtimonies of faithful Suf- 


ferers for the truth in Scotland 


They are much more hone!t and in- 
cenuous than our Diſſenters, for tliat 
they ſpeak frankly and freely what 
they meaft to do; which the other de- 
ny in words, and proſecute in deeds 
as much as the Scots, as far as they 


theſe exzhteen years by gone. We rh. 

humbly requeſt the Kings Majeſty 

would reſtore all things as he found them, when 
God brought him home to his Crown and Kinzdoms ; 
and if that cannot be obtained, then w2 hea! tily and 
humbly imryite, mtreat , beſeech and obteſt in the 


Bowels of Teſ 1s Chr iſt, all who are under the ſame 


X. Bonds with us, to- occur in the Defence of this * That is the 


Countrey, Cauſe and Intereſt. And that they will 
not ſtand ſtill and fee not only us oppreſſed ,. but 
this foreſaid cauſe ruined.; A4dverſaries highly and 
proudly inſult againſt God, and all go0d Friends of 
the truth . diſcouraged. ea, the Pr oteſtant Cauſe 
#m Britain a1 lreland, and even your ſelves with- 
in alittle time made a Prey of, or elſe forced when 
we are Broken (Which the good Lord prevent ) 
dreadfully to wrong your Conſcienees: Fatty, be- 
cauſe we deſire no mans hurt or blood, We reque 

our Countrey men, now the ſtanding For ces of. this 

Kingdom , ſome of them being our Friends and 
Kinſmen, not to fight againſt us ; leaſt in ſo doing, 
they be. ' found fightmg againſt the "Lord ; whoſe 
voy and, quarrel we are. ſure. he Will, obnuand fag - 
nally. 
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nally countenance, ſeeing we fight under his Bax. 
ner, who is the Lord of Hoſts. | 


TI have taken the pains to tranſcribe this Long De- 
claration , not for any delight I take in it, but be- 
cauſe itis an undeniable inſtance and demonſtration, 
that the Kirk-men in Sco:/anud did then intend to 
have renewed that War again that formerly brought 
this Nation to the very brink of Ruine, and was 
the means of the Barbarous Murther of his Majefties 
Father, of the Baniſhment of our King and his Bro- 
thers and Siſters for twelve years ; of the expence 
of 48 Millions of Money and Plate, and of the loſs 
of one hundred thouſand Lives by Fire, Sword and 
Famine: All which calamities were begun and car- 
ried on by: theſe very men firſt in Scotland, by the 
incouragement of ſome factious men of our own 
Nation, and afterwards here in Ergl/and, upon the 
ſame pretences. As any man may remember that is 
but fifty years old, and the reſt may fee by compa- 
ring this Declaration with thoſe that were made 
then, and therefore I cannot but admire the Pro- 
vidence of God in preventing this Presbyterian Plot, 
by a Prorogation in the very nick of time, without 
which this Rebellion would in all like'y-hood have 
had much countenance from ſome-in England, who 
encouraged it Underhand, upon pretences of Coun- 
tenance from above, how groundleſs foever, nor had 
it ended as it did, and where it did, if they had got 
—_— battel, or but been able to have kept the 

eld. » hy 

But for the benefit of my Country Reader, who 
15 not acquainted with the affairs of Scorland, let me 
obſerve two or three things for the better underftand- 
iog of this Grand Cheat,and without which this = 
u 
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ful Story may leave great impreſſions of pity upory 
hound of an Erghiſp-man, which theſe bloudy = 
bels of all the world do not. deſerve, 


The Reader then fhall be pleaſed to underſtand, 
that beſides this Rebellion, there was a former one 
at Pentland Hills, where theſe Covenanteers fought 
the Kings. Forces in ranged Battel in x666, and in 
many of their Field Conventicles, there was weekly 
Meetings of Hundreds arid Thouſands of Armed*men- 
formed into Troops and Companies, ready upon all 
occaſions of probable capacity to fight againſt the 
King, for the King in S/9y, And-in- 1676, they ap- 
peared ſo numerous, that the Privy Council of Scor- 
land adviſed his Majeſty to fend Engliſh Forces to lie 
in readineſs upon the Borders, and to-order Viſcount 
Granard to lie with an Army on the 4riſ Coaſts ,. 
ready to be tranſported upon occaſion ;- and like- 
wiſe upon the Motion of the Marqueſs of _£he/, 
to procure the Lords of the Highlands a Commiſſion: 
to march-with their Vaſſfals under the Command of 
his Majeſties Major General into the Weſt, which: 
deſcent of the Highlanders is mentioned in the De- 
chlration, and Aggravated beyond truth or reaſon,. 
by tiling them Barbarians ; which thoſe that knew- 
theſe men aver they were not, (but behaved them- 
felves very civilly) to prevent the Field Conventicles- 
from ruaning- together into a general Rebellion , as- 
they did this Afay. But to come to particulars, they 
had a Field-faſt near /edbargh in Tivertdale toward 
the latter end' of Aarch 1678, where there were* 
preſent 7 Preachers: and - 5000 people (the men be-- 
ing armed) to feek God for three things. - 1 That 
he would be pleaſed to put an end to the perſecution of 
hir people in: that Kingdom, 21y, That he. would have 
mercy 


*, 
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- mercy oy all thoſe that took the wicked Bond, (that was 
nat to ſuffer any Conventicles on their Lands ) and. give 
them grace to repent, 3ly, That he would bleſs with 
ſucceſs thoſe Noble Lords that were gone to London (to 
complain of the Duke of Lauderdale, and who procured 
the firſf Adareſs againſt him, though to no purpoſe. ) 
There was another in the March, the Hay follow- 
ing, where were aſſembled eight or 90co People to 
receive the Sacrament, and renew thei{glema League 
and Covenant, 'of which the Privy Council gave 
his Majeſty an account. And another near Dumbar 
ſhortly after, where they fell upon the Kings forces 
of the Baſſe, -that went out to- diſmiſs them , and 
killed one of 'the Souldiers, and wounded more, 
Finally, my Author who is a learned Gentleman , 
faith, if he ſhould go on to enumerate all the Field Meet- 
 #ngs, till that great one, which began the Rebellion this 
May, he might write a Hiſtory, [The Spirit of Popery, 
ſpeaking out of the Months of Phanatical Proteſtants ; or 
the laſt Speeches of John Kid «nd John King, &c. 
pag. II. 


The matter of fa& being thus ſtated, the Reader 
need not. wonder they were ſeverely treated, when 
they ſuffered the pains of Treaſon and Rebellion ; but 
beſides thoſe,. they had committed a vaſt number of 
Maſſacres and Afaſſinations before they murthered 
the Primate, and this aggravated their ſufferings. 
Now all the cunning of this Declaration: lies in this, 
, that they tell us what they ſuffered , and perhaps tru- 
ly, but not a tittle of the caſe. Which is juſt as 
if all the Rogues in the Nation, - ſhould joyn and 
pen a complaint, ennumerating how. many. of them, 
fince his Majeſties Return, have been Hanged, Quar- 
tered, Whipped, Branded, Tranſported , Pillored 
| Impriſoned, 


* 
wy 


(p72 ). 
Impriſoned, which never meant any hurt*to his Ma- 
jeſty or the Government, , but oaly to get a Living the 
beſt.and:eafie(lt way they could. Now to one thar is 
2s. little vers'd in our, ways:of. Puniſhment as we are 
in the Scotch, it would ſeem, a rueful Story  whileſt 
an Exgliſh man would: ſmile, as knowing why they 
ſuffered all theſe hardſhips. ' I need not apply it, but 
{hall add this, they have deſerved ten times more then 
they have felt, as being the bloudieſt . Cut-throats in 
the world. So that in Scotlazd no man dare to of- 
fend them openly for fear of aſlaſſination, but ſuck 
as either muſt by. the necellity of their places, or 
elſe have good means of defending their Lives a: 
gainſt them, | 
Next I obſerve. this Declaration is nothing- but a 
large flouriſh upon the Speech, and drawn juſt at 
that looſe general rate which that is, calling thoſe 
Taxes and Puniſhments Arbitrary., which they ac- 
knowledg were according to ſeveral Acts of Parlia> 
ment, and then pretending the perſons that do con- 
ſtitute their Parliaments or States, are overawed, 
But then I muſt commend their ingenuity in this, 
that they do not (with the Commons of Ezelaza) lay 
the blame of all this upon the Duke of Lauderdale, 
or their Miniſters, but upon the total change of their 
Government and State both Sacred and Civil, and 
upon the Parliament of Scoz/ard and the King ; whom 
they ſupplicate with menaces to reſtore him into the 
ſame State he found them in, without rwhich'they 
were ſenſible, the removing of the Duke of LZauder- 
dale, or any other of. the great: Miniſters of . State 
would ſignify nothing as"to their Deſigns : which 
was as they plainly tell us, to ſet up the Presbyterian 
Doctrine and Church Goverameat, to ſerve the King 
in nothing elſe; any further then he would ſerve them 
| YO = in 
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in that. And laſtly to. obtain a free and unlimited- 
Parliament and Aſſembly, that 1s ſuch as.it mighrnor 

be in his Majeſties power to diſſolve or fruſtrate by 

prorogation ; till they had extirpated Popery- and 

Prelacy both together, which-was freely and round- 
ly to-tell us what they would have, without canr- 

ing and amuſing us with general terms and hints, 

but then I muſt not deny they had ſwords by their 

ſides to juſtify thefe demands, which-our Gentlemen 

want, and Ewilh ever may do, but yet the Reader 

may obſerve that Speech that was ſo hugged in Eng- 

land, and the Scotch Declaration meant the lame thing, 

though ia different terms.. 


Obſerve alſo, that they. call the Presbyterian Di- 
Brine and Government, the Religion eſtabliſhed ;. 
though they own.it to be taken away by a reſciſſory 
A& of Parliament ; for they believe all thoſe Ads. 
that have or ſhall be made againſt ic, are Null- 
and: Void:, and the former As are ftall in force 
thoughrepealed : which is an odd fort of Eftabliſh-- 
menr,. conſiſting in. the fancy of the people that own. 
it, andinot in Eaw or:Nature. 


They lap. the fireſs of their Juſtification. upon ne- 
ceſfity, and: yet own the greateſt: part. of. it to-arife. 
from: hence ;. that they mult be deprived-of the'Goſ 
xl preached+by the faichful Minilters,. and be made 

laves, if they did: not rebel. Now as to their civil: 
intereft, they would be in the ſame State with their, 
Cauntry, men ,. who-are-ſo far from rebelling , that. 
they have ſeveral times. chaſtiſed them for: ir, with- 
a: very little aſfiſtance from England, Andas to theis: 
Preachments, F wonder in what part of: the Gof 
Rel. they. learned to. defend Chrilts Religion =—_— 
| 05. 
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bellion 3 but we muſt know this is pure Scorch, Cal- 
viniſtical, Jeſuitical Do&trine , begun by the Devil 
and his Vicar the Pope, not many hundred years a- 
go: and for which Betlarmine acknowledges, thete is 
neither Precept nor Example in the Bible, nor in all 
Church Hiſtory till near a thouſand years after our 
Saviour's time; and he gives this reaſon why the 
Goſpel taught patience and ſubmiſſion, becaule the 
contrary would have ruined Chriſtianity then, when 
but a few profeſſed it, but tells us St. Paw! would 


have taught otherwiſe if he had lived in our days. 
I ſhall nor diſpute how the Cardinal or the Scotch 
Gentlemen ( who talk at the ſame rate) came to 


know this, but 1 fay, it is equally deſtruive of a- 
ny other Doctrine a man hath no mind to practiſe 
as of this of ſubmiſſion to Princes, and luffering 
patiently for the truth without reſiſtance. As ſup- 
poſe I have a mind to revenge, and they tell me of 
the Do@rine of meekanels, and forgiving injuries and 
Enemies ; if I reply , this Dorine was adopted to 
the Infant. ſtate of Chriſtianity , when Profeſſors 
were few, and __ to perſecution, and could 
have got nothing by revenging their quarrels but 
ruine ; but the tate of things is otherwiſe now, 
and I may revenge my ſelf with ſecurity both as to 
my ſelf, and as to my Religion; and from thence 
infer that that Doarine is ceaſed, and I am ar liberty 
todo in that particular as 1 ſee cauſe, and that St. Pawl 
would have taught ſoif he had lived in theſe times, 
I fay if I ſhould argue thus upon their principles, 
It could never be. anſwered, and a man might ſay 
as much for any other . Goſpel precept, he had no 
mind to obey. R | 
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But to return; The Covenanters'in their firſt-De. 

 claration, date the riſe of all cheir troubles: from the- 

year 1648, and that-is- true: and-worth-a Note, You 

muſt know Charles the firſt had given them by 'the 
pacification all thav they asked , and: the long Re- | 

bel Parliament had ſent them home-loaden: with 

thanks, Money and the ſpoils of Ezg/and before our 

A-View of the wars began *, but things going ill on the Parlia- 
tate Troubles. rent fide, after the King had routed Waller in the 
#2: 15. Weſt, and almoſt totally ſubdued: the North by the 
valour. of the E. of Newcaſtle , the Parliament ha- 

ving no other- way to turn them, were forced" to 

call-in the Scors once more with Money and Pro- 

miſes, yes and Oaths too, to ſettle the Presbyterian 

. Church Government. here in Exg/aud, Thele two 
things prevailing upon them, in they came, and 

that ruined the King and his Party, who at laſt 

furrendring himſelf to the Scots, they dutifully fold 

him to the Parliament for 300000 4b, as: all' the 

World knows , but the Chapmen. fell our, and In- 

dependency, prevailing at the ſame time in England, 

on it went with the ſame force,; and ruined the 

oor Kirk of Scot/and, and made this Coyenanting 

tion, the verieſt Slaves in the world ;| and ever 

fioce, Presbytery. there as welt as in En2/and have 

been in a feeble ſtate :- and they were oporeſt in-their 

Civil Intereſts, Liberties and Freedoms, and 'made 

ſuch Slaves. by a.ſtanding m_ of Ereliſh;: and'two 

Forts which: his Majeſty hath ſtnce demoliſhed, that 

a Scot 1n thoſe days: durſt not have walked (as I 

have been told) with a Cudgel in his hand, and 

Parliament, general-Aſſembly, or. any other Conven- 

tion, they were never to have more, nor- any other 

Addreſs but what they got by moſt humble Supplica- 

#9, only.they, had no Biſhops, ſo that if his Majeſty ſhould. 


reſtore 


- 


"a 
'C 8 I ) 
reſtore all things as he found them , when'\God- brought 
him home t0.his Crown and Kingdoms, {he $cots would 
have no -reaſan'to-thank/him' for the favour: © 
07 440k, g EY 433 fY YVA8UPS 01121 \ 
But in the interic, 'I-wonder they! can refle& thus 
uport the time, when-their calamities began, whick 
was the very year they ſold his Majeſties Father into 
the hands of -his\ Enemies ; -who baſely- murthered 
him ; and not be confounded with horror and ſhame 
at the Villany they 'then- did-; nor yet refte&t upon 
the Juſtice- of God which hath purſued them ever 
ſince through allthechanges that have happened, and 
- having firſt- made ' their dear Covenanting Brethren 
of England to begin the Chaſtiſement of them, hath 
gone on-from time to time, to baffle all their at- 
tempts to recover their Loſt Eſtate, and they have 
reaſon to believe he will do lo, till the opinions and 
perſons of that ſchiſmatical Confederacy be- rooted -. 
out of the World, Fi 42-3 Bid 


And herelet our- Engliſh Diſſenters too be plieaſed' - 
to remember, they have-done worle- then- the Scots g 
for they murthered that 'Prince which-'the Scots on- 
ly fold, and by how muck they have fmarted leſs 
then the Scots, fo-much the more 1s behind , and- 
the Juſtice of God will. not be reſtrained by the 
Ac. of Indemnity, but he will certainly recom- 
penſe them according to their: de[erts,:: with - {o 
much -the- greater ſeverity , becauſe they . have abu- 
ſed- the Lenity of his Anointed and his long-ſuffe-. 
FAnce.. 4 


L thall add bat one word: more; and chen Gaakii 
Cataſtrophe of theſe Rebells; and that is an hum- 


We Requeſt to the. Loyal Scors, that they would? 
| not 


by ( 32") 

-not take this amiſs, fot I heartily pptaud their f- 
delity ro his{Majeſty , . and - acknowledge they de- 
ſerve to; partaks' of his Royal bounty, and Prince- 
ly favour equally with the Emoliſh s .and I wiſh 
then all that proſperity, and happinels they :can:de- 
ſire : for they. are no otherwiſe concerned in the Co- 
venanters, then the Church of Exzg/and-mea are in 
the evil Actions of the Exgiifh Dillenters, 


The 20th of Jane, the Duke of Hownosth who 
went Poſt into Scotland for that Service, weat to 
the Army which the Council of Scotland had pre- 
pared for him, which lay then at a place called 
Blackburn, where he viewed and muſter'd all the 
Forces, and *put all things in a readineſs to en- 
camp, the next day he marched with his Army to 
Moorhead, and the day following to Bothwell bridge. 
Where the Enemy lay about eight Miles diſtant from 
his ſecond Camp. LE 


The place where they then were, was called H«- 
mvilton Park, and was well choſen, if it had or could 
have been well defended , for there was no paſlage 
to it but over Bothwell bridge, which they had well 
lined with Muſqueteers, and Barricadoed with Stones, 
Cart Wheels, and the like. 


The Dukes Army marched in great ſilence and 
Order, and had been upon the Rebels before they 
had taken the Allarm ; but that their foremoſt Guards 
diſcovered them by the Jight of their Matches. 
_ ſo they put themſelves into a poſture of De- 
ENCE. 


The 
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'The Duke found the Rebels in two Bodies, half 

a Mile one from the other ; the foremoſt Party 

which was the weakeſt in Number, lay near the 

Bridge, the other near their Camp, as high as the 

_ where they ftood in their Orders and 
anks. 


Major Og/cthorp, poſted himſelf upon the firlt ap- 
proach near the Bridge, with the Dragoons, and 
the reſt of the Dukes Army drew up, upon a Hill 
fronting Hemilion Park, about a mile from the 
ridge ; the River being between the two Ar- 
mics. 4 rey" F7 CONE To 


As foon as the Duke came to Major Oglerhorp*s 
Poſt, there came out to him from the Rebels, one 
David Hatne, and another of their Preachers, who- 
preſented: to. his Grace, the Declaration I have rect- 
ted,: Printed, and a Perition ſigned by Robert Hamil- 
ron their General, in the name of the Coyenanted 
Army then in- Arms ; in which they prayed hat 
the Terms of their Declaration might be made good , 
and that 4 ſafe: Conduit might be granted t0- ſome of 
their Number, to addreſs themſebves bo his Grace in this 
Aatter.. | | 


To. which the Duke replyed, tht he would: not 
treat with them upon their Declaration, the terms of 
which were contrary to the Fundamental Laws of the 
Land, and ſuch as he would not, yor could grent ; as in- 
deed they were too high-to have been offered after: 
a- Vieory ;. muctr more in the firſt approaches of a 
General, with a better though [malſer Army then» 
cheirs. But then he told them, bat if thity wowld: 
lay down their CArmes, he wontd Tecetve them into the” 

| | Kings 
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Kings mercy; And with this Anſwer the two Preach- 
ers went back; deſiring fome time to confider , which 
the Duke granted them... , _ SETSs K 


About half an hour after,. the. Rebels. ſenta Paper 
by a Drummer , repreſenting that they were in- 
formed that his Grace came from Er2/azd, with 
terms 0.-be, offered to;them, and they deſired to 
know awhat. he had-'to,,.propole,;: that they; mighr 
adviſe whether the Terms were' ſuch as they could 
accept of. | IEEE 


© Whether this were ſoor no, it was very impru- 
dent in them, to ſend this Meſſage before they had 
excuſed themſelves-in relation his. firſt demands gand 
belides, this was a mighty {light to the Gene- 
ral to. demand.:an account of his private In- 
 ſtructions by. a; Drummer with a-Paper; when as it 
had been. fitter to; have (ent. two or three of the beſt 
Gentlemen in their Army to haye asked this favour, 
with; all. che Courtſhip imaginable, though their 
Forces:had' beeg' much ſtronger thea'they were. For 
this. indeed. was. iti that. made them thus infolent, 
their Preachers had. doubtle(s. informed them, that 
the Dukes: Army was leſs then theirs ; as: it ..is 
faid it was. And hence they concluded very igno- 
rantly.,.they might 'ask what they pleaſed, 'and have 


_ ."The:Duke: was not idle all this while, but had 
ordered his Canon to be brought down from the 
Body of . the Army , and Planted near the Bridge, 
and. with themihe had Drawn, down ſome-partof his 
Horle and*Foog, whilſt they were, treating , . and 
took no nogice-of what he' did, or at leaſt did not 


. oppole 


EE 
oppoſe it x fo. they were every moment in a' worſe 
condition and-hewastat #188, and he 
in a better,” | 


So that being netled with this contempt of theirs, 
he ſent away their Drummer with this anſwer, hat 
ſince they had not ſatisfied him, but rather trifled, he 
would receive no more meſſages from them, And to ſhew 
them he was in Earneſt, whatever they were, com- 
manded his Cannon to fire z which it no ſooner did, 
but the Rebels who were drawn up on the other 
ſide upon a riſing ground near the Bridge, threw 
themſelves upon the ground to avoid the ſhot. But 
thoſe that were placed upon- the Bridge, fired at 
firſt pretty briskly, but after five or ſix Cannon ſhot 
they ran away, thoſe on the riſing ground beginning 
firſt ; as they were a ſort of tumultuous people fitter 
. to begin then carry on-a War. 

The Dukes men immediately ſeized the Bridge , 
and threw into the River their Barracadoes, where 
they. took the only! piece of Cannon they had, of 
which'they had made no uſe; and then followed them 
up the Hill :. but their Number being very ſmall, 
the -Rebels rallied, and faced them, but had nor the 
courage to come down upon'them.- So the-Dukes 
Party returned back again to the Bridge, and one ſhot 
of Cannon more, made the Rebels flie to their main 
Body, where they ſtood again. By which, one ma 
ſee. here was neither | courage nor conduct in cheſt 
men or their Commanders. - | | 

In the mean time, the General 'paſſed the Army o- 
ver the Bridge, and drew it up upon the riſing 
ground which took {ome time, and at lalt a lirtie-be- 
fore they were quite in Order ,, the Rebeis advan- 
ced upon the Army in very good order 5 but py 
OLD P ie 
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.the Cannon in the head of the Dukes Army, they 
immediately ſhifted their. Order and opened: in the 
middle, thinking it ſeems they were obliged to ſhoor 
ſtreight ſorward, but the Cannon being turn'd upon | 
them as they then ſtood , and' diſcharged three or 
four times, they began to run again ;theis Commander 
Robert Hamilton being one of the firſt ; and the Dukes 
Dragoons and. the Highlanders Advancing upon them 
in this Confuſion, it was a perfe&t Rout, and they fled 
all ways.; the Dukes men purſuing them. In this 
Skirmiſh there were killed 7, or 800, and'Eleven or 
12c0. taken Priſoners. The Horſe were wholly bro- 
ken, and thoſe of the Foot that eſcaped, fled immedi- 
ately. to the Wood in Hamilton Park ;, where the only 
care was to ſecure them from flying, To which pur- 
poſe his. Grace drew up his Forces, and ſurrounded 
the: Park, and ſent Collonel Dazlas with: a detacht 
Party to ferret them out. of the Wood. Of the Dukes 
Party few men. were. loſt... DE tT 


The next day,, the Duke ſent out ſeveral Parties 
to purſue thoſe 'that were fled ; marching him- 
ſelf with the Army to-a Village within two miles 
of Streazne.; and the twenty fourth of Jae, ſent all 
the priſoners which were ſaid to be tx, or 1200, un- 
der the Guard of: two! Militia-Regiments,: and Cap- 
tain Strathay's Troop of Dragcons. to Edenborough, 
the Magiſtrates of: which place, undertook to ſecure 
them with the Town Guards ;- and accordingly put 
them into an incloſure with high Walls ronnd. it, at 
the. Back. of the Gray Fryers.Church, -.  - 


The next day, the Duke returned to Edenborong h; 
to conſult with the Lordsof the Council howto dil- 
pole. of. the. Heretors and MilitiarRegiments ghar my 
re | ved 


(WF). 
ſerved his Majeſty on- that occaſion againſt the Re- 
bels, as alſo of thoſe that were then on their march 
from the ſeveral Shires, ſeeing there was then no 
need of their further Service. Which affair being 
ordered, together with ſuch other as he thought molt 
_— he took Poſt-Horſes, and returned to 
Lonan, | : 


| Thus ended the Scorch Rebellion, with the Com- 
mon fate of ſuch ill grounded enterpriſes, it made 
them weaker and more hated, and ſtrengthened and 
confirmed the lawful Authority of his Majeſty ; it 
being the nature of the Vulgar to loath and deſpiſe 
the Innocent when unfortunate z much more Rebels 
and Traitors, 


But then theſe Zealots like their Predeceſſors who 
ruined the Fews , and Foſephws informs us, by their 
cruelty and furious bloody devotion, had beſpoke the 
deteſtation of all ſober men, not only by their bar- 
barous aſſaſſination of the Primate , which was the 
occaſion of this Rebellion, bur alſo by their inſolence 
and unaccountable rage and madnels during the ſhort 
' time it laſted, Of which I will give a few inſtan- 
CES. 


They Barbarouſly treated the dead Body of one The Spirie of 
Graham an Officer, whom they Killed at that Conven- ©9297-23547+ 


ticle which began the Rebellion upon the account of 
his Name only. They committed inſufferable Inſo-- 
lences in the Houſes of the, Regular Miniſters and 
Loyal Gentlemen as they marched along the Coun- 
trey to Glaſgow, Stabbing, Cutting, and Gaſhing his 
Majeſties Picture whereſoever they found it ; partt- 
cularly in the Houſe of > Laird of Hagges, execu- 
DP 3 ting 
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ting that Treaſon they had entertained in rheir hearts 
upon his Effigies, becauſe his Royal Perſon-was our: 
of their reach ; fooliſhly at once betraying and -dif-- 
appointing their diſloyal deſigns, They behaved them- 
felves barbaruuſly in the houle of the Archbiſhop of 
Glaſpow, where they burnt his Books, cut 1n pieces his 
beſt Hangings and Furniture, and almoſt Killed a 
Gentlewoman with blows, who was left to keep the 
Houfe, only for faying theſe words ; Gentlemen, 1 
hope youll remember that you are in the. CArchbiſhops 
Houſe, They {acrilegioully entered the Cathedral of 
Glaſeow,and finding a Tomb-ſtone over the Two Chil- 
dren of the Biſhop of Arguile with an Inſcription 
of a Modern date. They digged up their Bodies, 
run them through with their Swords, and left them 
lying above the ground. 


And even after they were beaten, one of the Kings 
Souldiers, going into a Countrey houle belonging to 
one of thele Covenanters for a little Meal, as he 
{tooped down to. take it out of a Cheſt, was by the 
Maſter cf the Houle ftabbed through the Back, for 
which unmaoly Murther, he was unmediately appre- 
hended, and ſhot to death. Which (as the Author 
faith) ſhews the cruel and mercileſs diſpoſition. of that 
fort of people. 


To which if you add the two- infolent Proclama- 
tions I have mentioned already, it will be no won- 
der the City of Edenborongh received the news of their 
defeat with the greateſt joy imaginable, there being 
nothing to be heard there, but joyful} acclamations, 
Ringing of Bells, and Roaring. of Cannons from 
the Caſtle, and good ſtore of Bonkfires beſides , all 
men dreading to fall jato the hands of ſuch Godly 

Villains, 


Cz. © 
Vithins , and (therefore rejoycing. at their Ruine: . 
- Andi n&w.-my dear Country men, if 'you Will but 
be pleaſed to reflet ſeriouſly *and" jmpittially- upon 
what I have written with great pains for your infor- 
mation, I doubt not but yau will conclude with me 
that as never any Prince treated a People with more 
Candour and Lenity then his Majeſty did upon this 
-juncture, ſo there were fome that made very 'unſui- 
table returns to his goodneſs; and plainly diſcover- 
ed that the peace of the Kingdom, was not o truly 
aimed at by ſome of them, as it was intended by him. 
Notwithſtanding their loud pretences of preſerving 
and ſettling the Proteſtant Religion, which is iaſe- 
parably. annexed to, .and bound vp in'the other.. 
How far they imploy'd their time in the great con- 
cerns of the Nation, how far their Proceedings were 
calm and peaceable, and how far they tended to the 
curbing of the motions of thoſe unruly Spirits which 
did endeavour to diſturb them, I ſhall leave alſo to 
your and their ſerious thoughts. 
- -Hhave alt along followed the Printed Fournal of 
this Seſſion of Parliament, tranſcribing for the moſt 
parc *he very words; except they were too long, 
and then abbreviating them with all the fidelity ima- 
ginable: but when all is done, I adviſe you to read 


the Original too. 


If I ſeem too ſharp in any of my refle&ions, I de- 


The Concluſion, 


ſire you would conſider that it is impoſſible for fleſh 


and bloud to be unconcerned, when a mans Prince, 
his Religion, his Liberty, Eſtate, and life 1s at the 
Stake, and all in danger to be ruined by the knavery 
ef ſome, and the folly of others. 


(#9) 


I have not: catched. at: all. opportunities to 'make 
them: neicher-; but have left ſcope enough. to my Rea- 
der to add his own, where I have ſpared mine, which 
he' may do. with more ſafety then I: can. 


And laſtly being ſenſible of the infirmities of mor- 
tality in general, and of my own in particular, I 


ſubmit my ſelf 1ntirely to wiſer men, having had nv 


other deſign in this, then to preſerve the Proteſtant 
Religion by Law eſtabliſhed, and the Civil Governa- 
ment, as much as in me lieth, by ſhewing how they 
have been endangered by others beſides the Papiſts, 

which will appear more fully alſo, if any occaſion 


ſhall preſeat it ſelf, of ſpeaking further upoa this 
Subject hereafter. 


FINTS. 
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To all the Loyal Perſons in the Nation, 
who Addreſſed to His MajesTY to 
Thank Him for His late Gracious 


DeEcLaRaTION. 


GENTLEMEN, 


His and the twe former Parts of this Work 
were all written at once, tho they have hap- 
pened ſince to be publiſhed at ſeveral times, 

and were occaſioned by thoſe many Generous and moſt 
Lojal DemonStrations you every day then gave of your 
Attachment to His Majeſties Intereſt, and the __ | 
diſhed Government both in Church and State ; 
the truth is, till I ſaw you riſe up ſo generally, and te 
dare fo heartily what your intentions were, T dur 

mt think of oppoſing that Torrent, that then ſeemed 
to bear down all that ſtood "before it, and threatned. 
the rooting up of the Monarchy. © 

But when you came forth, --and with a Loyalty 
«rd Courage becoming Engliſh-Men, tell your So- 
Veraion Lowever you have of late been repreſented 
to bim and the World, you were reſolved to maintain 
Hy Royal Authority,the Church'and the 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and the Lawful Succeſſion too, in the State they were 
now Legally ſetled, againſt all oppoſition whatſoever, 
and to that purpoſe freely and ſincerely offer bim you 
Lives and Fortunes to Command: when Meceſſity ſhould 
require ; 1 then ſaw there were more [Thonſands then 1 
thouzht of that were reſolved never tb bow the Knee 
to the ſchiſmatical Calves either at Dan or Bethel; 
or ſubmit to another Hogan Mogan Common-wealth; 
and then 1 perceived that my former fears, how juſt 
foever they might ſeem before, were yet too great, for 
there were ( or at leaſt might be ) more for us then a- 
gainſt us, . | 

But then when T conſidered your quality, and the 
places you enjoyed m the Government, _ I raiſed my 
hopes yet higher, and I concluded a people. who had 
fuch Loyal, ſuch Religious, ſuch Free and Generous 
Perſons intruſted with the Government of them, could 
hardly miſcarry in the end, tho for a time popular 
Storms might toſs them. 

T thought alſo that God himſelf had again re- 
ſpefted his beloved Daughter the Church of Eng- 
land ; for which 1 was before more concern'd then 
for my ſelf *. and that he had declared bimfelf-the ſe 
cond time for the. Family of his Servant the 1luftriou 
Royal Martyr ;, For I. could not aſcribe ſo univerſal 
and unuſual Concurrence of Men'of different Fumors, 
Educations, and degrees #8 wny. other, cauſe then. tht 

x OT Divine 


Divine .Pryrvidence. mſpiring them with a Spirit of 
Unity, Loyalty, and Reſolution. 
Yet obſerving that there was a confillrable number 
Freemen and Freeholders in the Nation to whom 
Heaven had not yet vouchſafed that favour, who went 
prong out of Ignorance and: incogitancy- rather then | 
Faftion or Diſloyalty, and being an idle perſon , I 
thought I could not poſſibly better imploy a part of 
my time, then in Addreſſing to them, to reduce and 
mform them, and as much as in me lay to render them 
like you 5 and alſo to confirm ſuch' as might poſſibly yet 
ſtagger if another Temptation ſhould befall them. 
I, that Gentlemen, is was from your example, 
1 took Courage to Write, and for your ſakes Chiefly 
have T ſince ventured to publiſh what T have written, 
that I may in ſome ſort juſtify your Numerous Ad- 
drefles, and therefore 1 bumbly beg your leave to 
Dedicate the whole Wark-to you who indeed firſt gave 
it life, 
y may poſſibly ſeem [trange to ſome of you to find ziſivin;purs 


the Dedication 
an Epiſtle Dedicatory in the end, as it were of A of his Eccle- 


Work ; but the thing hath been dons before, and the an ag os 
trath 1 is, I would not venture at a Dedication till [1 nope 
did ſee whether it would be received in the World; and Bookof it. 
now it is, I am ſorry T have nothing better to preſent 

Jou- with whoſe Names deſerve to be Regiſtred'to 

all ſucceeding Ago, and' your Encomium writ- 
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ten bythe moſt Elegant Pen the Chriſtian Worl 
affords. 5] 
But Gentlemen, it is not my deſign to Create a 
high opinion of you, in your ſelves, but to excite 
you to 20 0n and perfet the good Work you have be: 
gan, for that is the thing the Faftious pleaſe them- 
ſelves in, viz, That howerver you ſeem now, when 
time ſhall be, you will unſay all again, and jon 
with them as heartily as any other againſt the Church 
and State, and this they have publiſhed in print ;. and 
that I may not ſeem to ſlander them, Twill Tranſcribe 
the very words of one of them. | 
An Impartial 0 « No applications of this Nature to the reg- 


Account of the | 
Nature and © nant perſon are to be eſteemed of any, great 


wy may bo <« Weight or Significancy ; if you do but confi- 
reles, *7:2- « der the reſult of the many Addreſſes Three 
«and Twenty years ago to Richard (rommell, 

*« and how they only ſerved to render him ſc- 

« cure till he was undermined and ſupplanted, 

« for all the Sixteen Hundred Thouſand that ' 

« yowed to live and dye by him, not ſo much 

<«« 25 one man drew a Sword for him when he 

«came to be laid afide. I acknowledg that 

« there is great difference betwixt an Uſurper 

'< anda lawful Prince, ( he might have added alſo, 

and betwixt a parcel of men that had ſworn and for- 

ſworn themſelves as often as occaſion required, and 

. | betrayed 
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betrayed thereby all parties,one after another, and ſuch. 
| Addreſſors as theſe who applyed themſelves to. their 


lawful and rightful. Soveraign to whom they were true 
when his 1 6ag9000 Rebelled, firſt again/t their Na- 
tural Prince, and when they had precvailed againſt him 
by Perjury and Valence, they made uſe of them one a- 
gainſt another, till at length they ruined themſelves 
'*;00) Yet that ( as he goes on) detracts very 
« little in. the, preſent. Caſe from the Impor- 
© tance of the Conſideration which I have ſug- 
© geſted, ſecing the leaſt that we are to gather 
from it is this, that no Addreſſes contrary to 


«the Intereſt and general Humour of. the Na-. 


«tion ( which he ſuppoſeth theſe were )) are to be 
*« accounted of. any. value for a Prince to fu- 


« tain himſelf upon, And if there be nothing 


«elſe to ſecure our late Addreſlors to his Maje-. 


« ty ( which be grants there is, they being his Na- 
© tural Subjefts, and ever Loyal to him) bur their 
« promiſes and proteſtations in thele papers, 
© he may be as much diſappointed, ſhould he 


© truſt to them, as the former Gentleman after _ 


the like Security. Thus far my Author, but be 
ought to harve conſidered, Richard was turn'd out 
by the Army againſt whom theſe Addreſſors could not 
have protefied him if they would, which added to the 
former of the temper of the different Addreſſors. to 


the 
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- foroeral Parties, and" their very diſtant or rg: | 
oppoit poffrions, which be takes notice of, the 
jos being' an Mſurper, and the other a lawful Prince, 
will make the two. caſes fo . totally unlike ; that ny 
conſequence can be "drawn from-the one to the other, 
much leſs that bd one, that - becanſe Richard was 
laid aſide without any refs ſtance made by the Addreſ- 
ſers, therefore none 1s to be expeFted from theſe. 
But the triith is, tho-you be never-[o ſincere, yet 
you may be overpowred by force, and-then all your-pro: 
teſtations in theſe Papers will have no other effef then 
to betray you- to rume when ever theſe Godly Richar- 
dians tun get the niaftery over you 3" to prevent which 
it'is »bſolately neceſſary to back' your ſaid Loyal Decla: 
rations with effeFtual ſupplies when neceſſuy requires, 
and in the Interim to take all the care 1tmaginable-to 
win off as Many-as you can of: the Freemen and Free- 
 bolders of the Nation from! ſiding with ſuch men as ny 
Anthor ;in the next Eleftion of Parliament-Men : and 
becauſe I could do little more, 1 writ theſe three ſmall 
diſcourſes for that end., and how meanly: foever 1 
have performed my part in it, -beg your acceptance of 
my good intentions, and that\you would in your ſeveral 
Stations promote this Work which is ſo abſolutely ne- 
ceſfary, by more effettual' means, | 
Amongſt which 1 am perſuaded none -would ſucceed 
_ hr Hhiverſab Extcutionof the Laws gan 
ine 


the Diſſen enters, Bſpcaly thoſe an Conveuti. 
drs, for'theje are” 'the 'Seed-places where fations 
are nurſed up till they may be Strong enough to graple 
with and o-verturn the Government of Church and 
State, and fo thisend the Oxford Af would dei more 
ſubſerviens in Corporations, 'then-that.af "the. 2 2:4 of 
bis now Majeſties Reign. For if the Teachers were 
once removed out of theſe places, tho but to a diſtance 
of Five Miles, they would not ſo eafily poyſon the 
ſmall Freemen with Rebellious principles ; and thoſe 
that they harve already ſeduced would in time become 
more traftable. 

One other means I would recommend to yan, is the 
Communicating the Loyal diſcourſes.that are every day 
printed to your Neighbours, Which is done much. more 
»ſually by the Diſſenters by the other fort, ſo that you 
ſhall ſometimes find -a Seditious Libel to have paſſed 
through-ſo many hands, that it ts. at laſt Jcarce Legible 
for durt and ſweat ;" whilſt "the Loyal anſwer ſtands 
in a Gentlemans Study as clean and as neat dtit:came 
from the Preſs. But if the meaner ſort of men might 
but hear -both the Parties, the Advantage the Govern- 
ment gives tothe Loyab ſide, added-tothe:ftrength of . 
their Reaſons, would certainly } in' time turn the Scale 
that way ; and then they would be-zealous tao for the 
Goevernment, when their Reaſons arndConſciences were - 
ente.'ronvinced that their Iuteraſt and Ducy) ates 
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| . 4nd another is, the keeping (as much as 15 poſſible) | 
of Faftious men out" of. all places of Truſt, Power, 
or Profit ; which when they have once gained, they 
conſtantly imploy theſe private ad-oantages to the pub- 
lick dammage. Had this been duely Attended upon his 
Majefties Return,and prafliſed erver fincegve had mit 
been inthe danger we now are of benig ruined the ſe- 
cond time by them : but alas, they had plundred the 
Nation for 2.0 years together, and the Af of Inden- 
nity made all this 1I|-gotten .wealth their own, .and 
with it they purchaſed the far greateſt part of the pla: 
ces of profit, whilſt the poor Caviliers were excluded 
becauſe they had nothing to girve 3 and the rich be- 
cauſe it was.a ſhame to take any thing of them. And 
thus the Faftious with -the - ſpoils of the Royal Party 
put themſelyes once more into a Capacity to ruin the 
Government, and harving thus got much-more wealth 
then they: had before, - they procured a great part of 
the places of Truſt. and Authority to-be put into their 
hands too, and many Loyal perſons turn'd Whigs in re- 
venge and out of diſcontent. | 
But that which of all other things would the moſt 


. fpeedily and. effeftually ſecure the Nation from a re* 


4s be and his: Council. thinks fit. - - Nor, can J imagine 


laps into miſery and confuſion, is a ſurrender of the 
Charters . of the Corporations into his Majeſties hands, 
and the taking out of new ones with ſuch-reſtrifbions 


A 
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why thus ſhould be -ſcrupled, it being the onely way 
that can ſecure them long in that Vaſt and diſþropors 
tionable Priviledg they now have of ſending up Bur- 
veſſes to the Parliament, which as they had it at firſt 
from the Crown, ſo.it was in danger to'have been lot 
when the Government fell into O. C's. Hands ; and 
will go near to be loſt in the Next Rebellion, and 
therefore it befits them,of all men,to Secure the King's 
duthority, which is the foundation of theirs. 


Gentlemen, 
lou may perhaps not thank me for thus offering my 


Alvice before it was asked ; but if you pleaſe to refle&+ The impartial 


Seriouſly upen what T have ſaid, and alſo upon the In- 
dignities the Author of the Pamphlet T mentioned have 
| Caſt upon you, it will ſoon appear reaſonable to do all 
that is in your power to preſerve your Selves out of the 
hands of ſuch inſolent men. And this is not to be done 
by Addreſling to the King onely, (tho that was well 
done too ) but by addreſsing your ſelves to root out 
Faftion by all the Lawful Means God in his Provi- 
dence ſhall afford you : and if you be once reſolved 
on this, no mans Counſel will be refuſed in a buſineſs 
of that Conſequence, that it Needs the United Hands 
and Heads of the whole Nation to effet it. 

But that 1 may obtain your belief the better in re- 
lation to what concerns the Author T juſt now as” 

A ed, 
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ed,T will tranſcribe ſome Paſſ ages out of him, Sei 
the 7th, he tells us, © The Number of the Sub- 
<« ſcribers (to the Addreſſes) is not to ſo Conſide- 


-<« rable as to bear any proportion to thoſe who 


« are againſt-them ; for tho' a few bulſie peo- 
© ple have made a great noiſe and buz in ſeve- 
« ral places of the Kingdom, yet all of them 
<« put together, make not {o great a Number 
« as we have (een not long fince to one. Peti- 
<« tjon for a Parliament. . Now doubtleſs this his 
Negle& and Scorn of your Paucity and Few- 


neſs, (as be words it) as it proceeds from bence, that 


you were for the moſt part the Governors, or at lea 
the Freemen or Freeholders that. Addrefled, when 
the Rabble and their Children Petitioned, ſo it is 
intended to provoke his Mirmidons to fall upon you, 
and teach you more refþett to his Leviathan The 
Multitude. | 
This be proſecutes further, Sefion the 8th, where 
he tells us, © Tho' the Clergy and many of 
<« the preſent Commiſſioners bath Civil and 
« Military, and the Magiſtrates of ſeveral of 
* the Corporations had not onely Intereſted 
* themſelves in Countenancing the Addrefles, 


_ © but been Sticklers for them as for the Great 


*© Charter or the Petition of Right, and ſome of 
** them had been. Knighted meerly for that 
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« Service, (as be Contemptuouſly calls it) yet could 
«not all this prevail with or bring over any 
« great or valuable Number to joyn in them. 
The truth is, it was early days then, but 1 believe 
the Gentleman had enough at laſt, and it is no won= 
der that men of the quality he reckons up, ſhould not be 
Numerous. 


Yet Seftion gth,be tells us, « Your quality was 
« as Inconſiderable as your Number,being ſuch 


*« as for want of Years (their Party are always of | 


« Age if they can but tell their Names ) or Poverty 
*« were never Capable of Giving a Vote in 
«Eleion of Members to Sit in Parliament, 
« and (a few excepted) the reſt made up of 
* the Scum and Refuſe of the Places where 
** they live. Were all his Petitioners Worſhipful 
Gentlemen, Learned States-men and Lawyers,or Sound 
Dives, &c. tho the Order was, Care ſhould be taken 
the Subſcribers (hold be numerous, tho they were ne1- 
ther Gentlemen, nor ſo much as Freemen ? But 
he goes on, ©© Norwich, whence we have been 
* alaramed with the greateſt Noiſe, yields but 
_ *a ſmall Number of perſons either of Eſtate 
* or Uſefulneſs, whole hands were: Annexed 
*trothe Paper which was ſent up. Yet this ſmall 
number of Poor, Uſeleſ* people, were the Gorwernors 
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and Common Councel of one of the Riche$t as well x 
Loyalleft Cities of the Nation. 
Sefion the 10th he ſaich, © That your Moral 
© Conditions were agreeable ro your Civil, 
« men Popiſhly inclined. Abhorrers of Peti- 
<« tions,or guilty of one or other offence which 
«© the late Parliaments were about calling 
«them to an Account for : the reſt were little | 
<« Bankrupe Tradeſmen, Scandalous and dif: 
<« graced Attorneys : men whole folly made 
© them pragmatical and impertinent,or whoſe 
<« prodigality and ambition forced them to 
« Jook for preferment above their merir. So 
*- thar did but his Majeſty know, (and Yalue the 
© Tudement of the Petitioners) he would eſteem it 
<«< arefletion upon his Honour, and an Aſper- 
* {ton upon the Wiſdom and the Equity of his 
« Proceedings, to be either Approached or 
© Thanked by them. Tet this is a little mare 
* By Tw o 109deSt, than for a parcel of ſuch men to come forth 
Proclama- and tell him againſt his Declared * Reſolution, That 
Hons, one it was neceſſary to ſuffer the Parliament to Sit 
day of De- preſently : for this was to Teach him, And you may 
en the Parliament till the 1 1th of Novemb.following. And the 
other Publiſhed the 12th day of Decemb. 1679. againſt Theſe Tumultuous 
Petitions, as contrary to the Common and Known Laws of the Land: and 


tending to promote Diſcontents amongſt the People, and to raiſe Sedi- 
tion and Rebellion,&e. | 
from 
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from this Charafter perceive what Treatment you muſt 
"Expe& from theſe Gentlemen if ever they get an 


Advantage againſt you. 


Sefton the 11th he tells us, © Your Politicks 
« were equal with your Morals; for can an 
« man believe ( ſaith he) that the Mayors; Head- 
« boroughs, Aldermen, Bailiffts, Burgeſles and 
« Freemen of Ripon, Wigan, Windſor, Chatham, 
« Hazelmeere, New-Sarum,&c. are Competent 
« Tudges what the late Houſe of Commons 
« did legally or illegally ? &c. Tet this is not al- 
together ſo difficult, as *tis to tell when it is fit 4 
Parliament ſhould Sit, and when it is not fit, becauſe 
this depends on certain known and fixed Rules, which 


the other doth not, but is. ts be judged by the preſent 


flate of Forraign and Domeſtick Affairs ;_ things that 
are known to few men. Then be goes on and tells us, 
© The Learned Gentlemen of the Gown were 
«at leaſt as well qualified to give their ſence 
* and opinion about theſe matters, as Country 
«Mercers, Inn-Keepers, Taylors and Thatch- 
* ers ( ou muſt know, the London Tradeſmen are 
next Neighbours to his Learned Gown-men, and ſo 
are Excepted by the Addition of the word Country.) 
And yet be tells us, © Thoſe refuſed to meddle 
* with Addreſſes, &c. But, Sir, did. any of. them 
CE Sign 
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Sign your Petitions, T pray ! if they did not, to uſe 
your own words a little varied, 20000 hands, t' 
your Petitions, will not make that impreſsion on 
the Minds of Modeſt thinking men, as their being Caſt 
out tov by the Benchers and Barriſters of the Inns of 
Court will. 


He Concludes, Se&.2 2. with this Threat, © That 
<«« as you muſt Expect that the judgment which 
<« you have paſled upon perſons and things, will 
<« at one time or another come under a review; 
<« So matters which have either been miſrepre- 
< ſented by you, or in reference to which Par- 
* liameats ( you know which be means) have been 
« Arraigned, may before then, come to be' ſo 
« well underſtood by his Majeſty , and all 
« things ſo well Adjuſted between Him and 
** his People, that you (the Addreſſers) may nei- 
« ther find your ſelves able to decline, nor be 
« 1na condition to Control the Juriſdiction of 
** the next Parliament, to which, he ſaith, he 
** ſhall at preſent leave you. And you may be 

ſure be expefts it will be ſuch an One as the Laſt were, 
and then he thinks he ſhall not need to wiſh you a 
worſe puniſhment. | 

At this Inſolent rate you have been treated in Print, 

and what can follow but the Utmoſt Revenge this 
wor 
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et you again under their power, T have read, That 
im the end of the laſt War there was a Motion made at 
a Council of War, for a general Maſſacre of all the 
principal Malignants, as they then ſtiled the King's 


Party, and that it was Cgrried in the Negative by 


a few Votes , and Conſidering the Rage, Malice and 
Diſpair of theſe men to accompliſh their Trayterous 

' Defiens of Subverting the Government any other 
Way, now the Kingdom hath taken the Alarm, and not 
only Addrefſed, but Abhorred their Aſſociation too, 
it is but reaſonable to Expett it will not be again over- 
ruled if Ever they be in a Capacity to put it to the Vote 
the Second time : which God prevent, 


My Intentions were to have ended this Epiſtle here, 
it being but too long already ; but there is one Paſſage 
n this Pamphlet T judge abſolutely neceſſary to be 
Confidered, the words are Theſe , *© Tho men are 
*to be eſteemed capable of knowing their 
© own Wants, Fears and Dangers, and ought 
* to be juſtified in begging thoſe means of Re- 
© lief and Redreſs which the Law hath provi- 
"ded for them; yet every one is not to 
© accounted Sufficiently qualified ro Deter- 
* mine concerning the Reaſonableneſs and 


*Legality of Parliamentary Proceedings and 
SUUTY y g ho 
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worſt ſort of Men can inflif upon you, if ever they 
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_ ©©Reſolves; nor isany Number of Men what: 
« ſoever Impowred to Umpire differences be- 
&« tween his Majeſty and his Great Council, 
This is the pretence that juſtified the lat War, and as 
long as it ſtands for a Faxime at this looſe rate it is 
here pen'd, will juſtifie Ten thouſand one after an- 
other ; and therefore it cannot but be worth a ſmal| 
parcel of. your time to Enquire and Conſider how much 
truth or falſehood there 1s in it, 


And in the firſt place it cannot be denyed, but that 
every man ought to have the Liberty to propoſe his own 
perſonal Wants, Fears and Dangers to his Supe- 
riors, and to be allowed thereupon to beg [uch Redreſs 
as the Law hath procvided : but then to infer from 
hence, that he bath an Equal right or ability to Conſs 
der of thc Publick and National Wants, Fears and 
Dangers, and to beg the EnaQting of New Laws, 
or the Repeal of Old Laws, for the removing of them : 
or, which is all one, the Calling, or Sitting, the Con- 
tinuance, or Changing, of Parliaments to that purpoſe, 
is ſo groſs a deluſion, ſo full of Danger, and deth fo 
' immediately tend to Sedition and Rebellion, Eſpecial 
if Multitudes of Fatious men may be allowed to pre 
tend what Fears, Wants and Dangers, they pleaſe, 
and then in a-Tumultuary way to beg what Reareſs 
they think fit, by Petitions ſigned by 40; 5 ©, or 60 


thouſand 
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thouſand men at a time, that it was prohibited-by an 
At of Parliament zipon Experience .of the Miſchief it 
hath done; and the foreſight of what it will dy as often 
as it is uſed, it being deſtruftive to any Government 
whatſoever. © 

' As to the Second Propoſition, It is to be acknow- 
ledged, That every one is not to be accounted Suff1- 
cently qualified to Determine concerning the Reaſon- 
ableneſs and Legality of Parliamentary Proceedings 
and Reſolves ; But then "tis not fit to infer from 
thence, Firſt, That no man is ſo qualified ; nor Se- 
condly, That it is impoſsible but that all their Proceed 7 
mgs ſhould be Legal and Reaſonable, Nor Thirdly, | 
That any man ought to approve of and ſubmit to them, 
whether they be ſo or no. For tho it is most certain, 
there are-but few men are ſo qualified ; yet it is as 
Certain, that ſome men even amongZt the Addreſlers 
were, if many Tears Sitting in Parliament will qua- 
lifie a perſon of great abilities for it" «And it 1s no leſs 
ertain, That the Proceedings of Two or Three Par- That of 1646, 
liaments within the Memory of Man, have been not 1549 1653 
mely Unreaſonable and-Illegal, but Trayterous'and o int uy 4 
Rebelliows;- and” we -are not ſure” but that we may'was there any 
have more ſuch, if God be not the Mercifuller to us "= Saw 
and if any ſuch ſhould happen to» be, and we ſhould joyn (9 ohm, 
with them, tho but-out of a Modeſt Opinion that we May the 8th, 
are not \ ſufficiently qualified to Determine concerning 


- 
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the Legality and Reaſonableneſs of Parliamen: 
rary Proceedings and Reſolves.; yet it would nei- 
ther Excuſe the Guilt, nor prevent the Puniſhment 
that is due by Law to them who ſhall Rebel againſt the 
King, tho in Obedience to a Parliament. 

T5 the Third, That no Number of Men whar- 
loever is Impowred to Umpire betwixr his 
Majeſty and his Great Council ; may be anſwer- 
ed, That there is an ambiguity m the word Umpire, 
and it may be taken not only different, but contrary 
wayes, and therefore it ought not to have been uſed in 
this place. | 

| And Secondly, That if any difference ſhould hap 
pen to ariſe betwixt him and them, we ought not to re- 
fiſt the King, nor to aſsiſt hu Great Council againſt 
him with Force and Arms, tho the King ſhould. be in 
the Wrong, and they in the Right 3; for that is Deter- 
mined in Parliament. already, Mi 

Thirdly, It is true, That no Number of men what- 
ſoever have any authority to bear and determine their 
Differences in a Judicial way, ſo as to compel them to 
ſubmit to their judgment ; for then that Number of 
men ſhould be Superior both ts King and Barliament; 
bat all this notwithſtanding ſeeing the Houſe of Com- 
mons Appealed to the People by Printing their Votes, 
&c. and the King by publiſhing his Gratious Declar 
ration, why, might not the Addreflers, fo far ap- 
prove 
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prove of His Majeſties Proceedings, as to Thank 
Him for the Satisfaftion he had girven them, and to 
promiſe him to ſtand by him with their Lives and For- 
tunes, which they were bound to do however. . 
 Fourthly, It may be anſwered, That beſides the 
Differences betwixt the King and the Commons, and 
the Lords and Commons, there were ſome Differences 
betwixt the Commons and ſome of them that Addreſſed 
afterwards z they had Impriſoned ſeveral Gentlemen 
and other Subjetts which they conceived then (as per- 
haps they do ſtill) were Illegal and Unreaſonable Pro- 
ceedings, and they were as capable of Knowing their 
want of Prote&ion, and as ſenſible of the Dangers, 
and Fears of further Oppreſsion as other men, and 
therefore they ought to harve been Juſtified if they 
had begged thoſe means of Relief and Redreſs whit 
the Law had provided for them ; but yet they Pa 
tieatly and Silently ExpeFed the Tſſue till GOD *. 
put it mto His Mejeſties Royal Brealt (in whoſe +» 
hands are the Hearts of Kings) to declare theſe their ©. 
\ Proceedings ARBITRARY ; and might they not 
then rife up and Thank their Soveraign for the Favour 
be had ſhown them * It is hard to conceive upon this 
Man's principles they might not have Petitioned His 
MajeSty for Relief and Redrg before this time, but 
yet no man did it, . 
Aid in Relation to the Differences betwixt His 
D 2 MajeSty 
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QHMajeſty and the Commons, and the Upper and the 
Lower Houſe, what neceſsity is there that the Addreſ- 
ſers ſhould approve of them ; for tho the Communs 

' were their Repreſentatives and Truſtees, the King is 
their Soveraign, and the Lords- are not Aliens and 
Foreigners, but the Two higheſt States of this our 
Native Country : and althy the Addreſlers pretend 
no Authority over that Supreme Court of Juriſdifion, 
Jet What reaſon is there why they may not approwve of 
what the Lords have done well, tho the Commins will 
not * 
 . Upon the whole therefore T crave Leave to Con- 

-: clude, That the Addrefſors in General have done 

Sg nothing but what may be fairly Juſtified, and was ne- 


, 
i nT!/ 


$aceſſary to Satisfie his Majeſty and the World,that there 
$4 4 Conſuderable Part of the Nation did not approve 
if -aof what was done in the Names of the whole . by the 
ti? +: , Commons in Parliament : and if it be the Duty of eve- 
Ap 9 Engliſh man to fight for bis King, if occaſion re- 
6.7 gquire, againſt any Party that ever ſhall hereafter pre- 
25 Caf. 2. tend to have the Authority of both or either of the Hou 


py: ſes to back them, as T humbly conceive is moſt plain, 
then why may not they right his Majeſty with their 
Pens,who muſt do it with their Swords ; why may they 

not Approve his Cauſg as well as Defend it ? 
And if this be not allowed, Any King of En- 
gland may be Depoſed and. Murthered wr the 
| | ate 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
late King was; for if there be a Blind Obe- 
| dience due to all the Yotes of Parliament, and no ha NOED 
man may in-any Caſe judge them Illegal and x"; ag 
ſonable ;--then. muſt al! men abſolutely Submit to 
them, and obey them ; and the Conſequence is, if. any 
future Parliament ſhall Vote any future King or 
Monarchy it ſelf a Grievance to the Nation, and 
thoſe that ſtand by them Enemies to the Kingdm, if 
no man-may Contradtet ſuch a Vote, nor any Number 
of Men how great ſoever Umpire betwixt the King 
- his Great, Council ; that is, Defend him againſt 
his Parliament, the effect will Certainly follow ; and 
4s this is the natural Tendance of the/e- Principles as 
we ſaw inthe Late Troubles, ſo T can concerve.no ather . 
cauſe why they ſhould be now again inſmuatcd into the 
Heads of the Rabble. . 
For theſe Men who pretend to reverence the I hree The late 
Laſt Parliaments at ſuch a Prodigious rate, do tra - ang FO 
. FTament tho 
duce that which went immediately Tefore mos 8 elinie Elled: wich 
ably ; and thoſe who are ſo tender of the Votes of theſe, Panby bis 
care as little for the Eſtabliſhed Lawes of the former, baron 
as 1 do for the Decrees of the Conncil of Trent, or of Vindication 


: k ce. cfthe Two 
t'e Synod of Dort : So that it is plaingit is not reſpe&t fs ou 


to Parliaments as Parliaments, that makes them thus ments,p.11, 
0bſequious ; but as made up of ſuch a Sort of men, and 
| Driving 0 fuch Deſirns and Inter eſts, 


To 


"00 


This Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


To return then, Gentlemen, from this long Digreſ- 


 flon, which T have inſerted only to Juftifie You, 1 will 


Conclude, That as you have begun bravely, ſo you muſt 
go thro with the buſineſs, or ExpeFt a See from 
the Oppoſite Party equal to their Rage z and tho 1 
Know you do not fear them, yet T would Adviſe you 
not to be too Secure of them, but let your Vigilance, 
Induftry, and Application to all Sorts of Men, be equal 
to theirs at leaſt ; and then it us Ten thouſand jo one, 


| you ſhall never try either theirs or your own Valour, 


and as your Caſe is better, ſo let it infpire you with 
more Reſolution to Stand and Fall with it ; and ht 
Moſt bearty Prayers for a good Succeſs upon all your 
Loyal Undertakings and Deſigns, ſhall never be want- 


ing, who is 


Your moſt Devoted 


Servanr. 
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THE 


Third Part 


OF THE 


ADDRESS 


TO THE 
FrEEe-MEN and FaxEE-yoLDERS: 
OF THE 


NA TION: 


ing Suppreſt the ſhort Srotch- Re- 


S by the timeing of it, tho no human 
& fore-ſight' on their part could have 


| —= h evented that, His Majeſty firſt 
P——— and; then Dillolving that 

Parliament which ſeem'd to be,the.occafion of it, ig 
UCA : 


> I - only by the Bleſſing of G O D 
S Hl hh: in great part miſcarried- 


: (2) 
ſuch Secrecy and Quickneſs, that their Friends at Loy. 
don-could-give them no previous Notice of his Integ. 
tions ſo-to do : So that beſides the. total. diſappainting 
them of all that Countenance, Ayd and Aſſiſtance they 
promiſed themſzlves from Eng/and,many of their Friends 
at home, whoſe Crimes being leſs, had not the ſame ne. 
ceſlity, or whoſe Zeal'as nþt of tht figry tgnper with 
theirs, and thetefvre-were Farofly feſdlved (tho they 
wiſhed well tothe defign) yetthot to-hazard their ſweet 
Lives and Fortunes in 1t ti'l they ſaw what Succeſs thick 
firit Venturers had, who hearing of the Prorogation of 
the Parliament, and-being doubtleſs admopiſhed by their 
London FExiends atithe fame time not to ftir during#this 
ſhort Recefs, (as they then thought it would te) layd 
- by all thoughts of Joyning with them and Augmenting 
their Numbers, and the Privy Councils in both Nations 
attending ſolely to that buſineſs, it was Extinguiſhed 
almoſt a edfihravithegany 1207, 5077 1 
Upon which His Majeſty by his Royal Proclamation 
Diſſolved this Parliament, and Iſſued out Writs for an- 
other to Sit at WeſtminFffer the Seventeenth day of Octo- 
ber,' 16H, Hoping his Subje&ts duly refleCting ypon 
che Mifearxiages of the Laſt Hipuſe of 'Commons, and 
th= Dinget the.Nation had ſo narrowly.eſcapedf Being 
involved in another deſtruftive Inteſtine War, at a time 
when the Victorious Arms of France hung like a dread- 
ful Cloud over our-heads, 'and the High Diſcontents-0l 
the Popiſh Party which'were inflamed, and inr2ged both 
by the Diſcoyery-and'Profecutions' of the late Plot, lay 
broyling in the Bowels'of the Nation, would proceed 
with more Prudence and Caution in the Next Elections, 
and ſend Himup men of Better TonpciSPraE 6 leaſt 
theſe'Gentlemen by that AQ, feeing He was reſolved to 
keep the Reins in his:own hands; and 'to tet rliem Sit 
«0p, | Jo 


” 


EF 


or Diſlolve them according as they behaved themſelves, 
would thereby be kept in better awe for the future,and 
make uſe of a little more calmneſs in their Proceedings, 
if it were but to continue their Being, | 
But alas, His Majeſty ſoon found himſelf deceived in 
his Expectation, the common people who ſee with other 
mens eyes, and follow as they are led, and that is for 
the moſt-part, the wrong way, were eaſily perſwaded 
to believe in the firſt place that this Parliament was Pro- 
rogued and Diſſolved onely to prevent the Tryal of the 
Popiſh Lords in the 7Tower ; tho the Not Trying of them 
was one of the greateft Cauſes that Moved his Majeſty 
to it, as appears plainly both by the Journals of both the 
Houſes, and his Majeſties Speech in the Concluſion of 
that Seſſion of Parliament ;- and altho theſe Five Lords 
were brought to the Bar, and the Commons ſummon'd 
to give in Evidence againſt them that very day that they 
were Prorogued, they refuſed to do it. 


And on the other fide, the Malecontents rejoyced 


oreatly in it, being well aſſured that the ſame Men 
would be choſen -again, and fo made uſe of this Diſlo- 
lution as a means to incenſe the People againſt the King 
and the Government, and to increaſe the real or pre- 
tended fears of Men by their Loud Clamours againſt 
French Penſioners, Popery, Arbitrary Government, and 
the like, which both in diſcourſe and Print (the Preſs 
being now at Liberty from its former reſtraint) they 
objected with equal Confidence and Falſhood againſt 
the Loyal Gentlemen that had oppoſed them. 


But beſides theſe general Charges, they made ſpecial 


uſe of two things that fell out in the laſt Parliament, 
. and that had a mighty influence upon the Minds of the 
populace and other Unthinking men. The firſt of 


which was to repreſent all thoſe Gentlemen of the 
| | Houle 


- 
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Houſe of Commons who had: Voted againſt the Bill 
for Excluding his Royal Highneſs the Duke of ork, a; 
Papiſts, or at leaſt Popiſhly affected: ; and for my part, 
] believe it was the principal Motive of bringing in that 
Bill : for it is ſearce poſſible but that they. muſt ſee, at- - 
ter that Second Declaration that his Majefty made in 
that very. Seſſion: concerning the Succeſſion : and the 
Houſe of Lords refuſing to joyn”withthem: in the firſt 
of theſe Votes that introduced that Bill, that.they ſhould 
never be able to get it paſs into. an Act, but then they 
might eaſily foreſee however it: would be a-powerſul 
means of inciting the People againſt all that ſhould op- 
poſe it, and prevail with them to paſs. aScntence upon 
them as Poptſhly afteCted at leaſt, if not down-right 
Arrant Papiids ; and herein they had great part of their 
defign, and there was no Motive more frequently uſed 
than this, and for. the moſt part it was driven: a little 
higher and urged againſt his Majeſty too, as-by the bye, 
thus, What, will you give your Voice for- who is a 
Papiſt, and Voted for the Duke of Y ork in the laſt Par- 
liament, who is an Arrant Papiſt, and the King is little 
better. Which words were actually ſpoken by one of 
that Party, and Sworn upon him at his Majeſty's Suit, 
and for which the party was Fined Five hundred Marks 
inthe X7ngs-Bench. And by this Sole Argument they 
prevailed ro Exclude almoſt all thoſe Gentlemen, and 
to fill up their places with men of their own principles, 
and traduced his Majeſty, the Court, and all the Mini- 
ſters of State, and almoſt all the Gentry and Loyal 
Clergy too for endeavouring $0 have theſe men cho/en 
again. 

The Second Thing that they made great advantage of, 
was the pretended diſcovery of Sir S.Fox of the Penſion- 
ersin the Long Loyal Parliament;which difcovery _ 

| haſtily 


_—_ 
haftily raade, and No Record of it being entred, they 
took the Confidence to Add to it whomſoever they 


were pleaſed to have fo thought, by the ſmall Free-men 


and Free-holders, and that was a Number it may be 
double and treble to that Sir S, mentioned ; however I 
am ſure that the Written Liſts that were then ſpread 
abroad, and which were all of Equal Authority, or pre- 


tended to be ſo, did not agree, ſome having more Names 
than other, and I am well aſſured that ſome Perſons. 


Named were not Penſioners, nor could be ſo; and there- 
tore T believe Sir S. never ſaid they were ; but they were 
added by the Tranſcribers,according to their private In- 
tereſts or Paſſions, but they made the People believe 
they knew who would be Penſioners too, which was 
ſomewhat difficult, and led the diffidence to that height, 
as to Exclude, as far as they could poſſibly, not onely 
all the Courtiers and other Perſons who had any Places 
of Profit and Advantage under his Majeſty , but their 
Relations too; and Wanted not much that they had 
Excluded all thoſe who bore any honorary Imploy- 
ments or Offices, ſuch as Deputy-Licutenants and Juſti- 
ces of the Peace. So that nothing now recommended 
a man fo effeQtually for a Parliament-man, as that he 
had not been thought fit to be truſted in the leaſt 
by his Majeſty or their Neighbour Gentry ; or having 
been fo, had been turned out :all which were applaude 

as Men not to be bought, Enemies to the Court,and Mi- 
niſters, and therefore true Friends to the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion and the Country. All which tended (as they faid) 
to the Advancement of his Majeſties Service, and to 
the increaſing the Love of the People towards -him and 
the Government, and he was a hard-hearted man who 
called the Sincerity of their Loyal intentions in que- 


{tion. 
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Theſe two being added to all the Ill ways they had 
made uſe of in the former Ele&ion, no wonder if his 
Majeſty was not Satisfied with the Returns, when he 

ſaw by them what men he was to meet in his next 
Houſe of Commons. Whereupon his Majzſty Pre. 
rogued them at the day of their meeting till a further 
time, and ſo kept them from meeting to Sit till the 
z1th. of Oftober, 1680. And now let us ſee how they 
behaved themſelves in this Interval. Wherein I ſhall 
defire the Reader's Excuſe if I do not relate things in 
that preciſe order they fell out, it being nothing mate- 
rial to my purpoſe. 

His Majeſties Intentions of Proroguing the Parlis- 
ment from time to time, ſo as not to permit a Selsion 
till the time he had. deſigned, which was a Year, being 
once known, the great Contrivers of all our Diſturban- 
ces, who met, and ordered all things in Clubbs and cloſe 
Cabals, fell into the greateſt Paſſion imaginable, they 
had carried things to that height, out of deſign to force 
the King to Diffolve that Parliament, or yield more 
than he could either ſpare or recall; but then.they had 
made their count 'he could not continue long without 
another Parliament, and the quick choyce, and the tem- 

appeal from yer of the Men generally Returned was, as they gave 
ww ho out in their Pamphlets, according to their hearts defire : 
But then if they might be diſſolved or prorogued when 

ever they came to Redreſs the Grievances of the People, 

that is, when ever his Majeſty pleaſed-to think it Expe- 

dient, and eſpecially for ſo long a time, the heat the 
People-were then in might cool, other thoughts might 

ariſe, the fears of an immediate Execution of the Plot 

upon them, might appear (as they knew they were) 

vain and falſe. His Majeſty might Recover his Eſtima- 


tion-with his People, and ſhew he was able to —_ 
; With- * 


(7) 
without preſent Supplies from a Parliament ; and which 
grieved them moſt of all, he might in this time Root 
up the Reliques of the Scotch Rebellion in ſuch man- 
ner, that no aſliſtzince would afterwards be to be had 
from thoſe Northern Brethren, what need ſoever they 
might have of them ; which is as good as confeſt by the 
Author of the Appeal to the City. 

To prevent theſe and ſeveral other dreadful Conſe- 
quences of this Nature,they caſt their heads what courſe 
they ſhould take, the way of Pamphlets was ſlow and 
uncertain, and they had almoſt Cloyed the Appetite of 
the Nation with that Crude fort of Rebellious and Dil- 
' loyal Diſcourſes, which ſerved rather for the divertiſe- 
ment to Idle men, then gave them any great Advantage, 
at leaſt for the preſent ; and they had nced, in this at- 
fair, of ſome very quick and powerful Expedient, that 
might work - 4 upon the King , and downward 
upcn the -People. | 

Neither could they then bethink themfelves of any 
better remedy than to revive the o!d way of Tumultu- 
ous Petitions, ſigned by all forts of people, and that in - 


vaſt Numbers... The firſt of which ſort, as I believe,was Ar. 1603. 
the Mille manus. Petition Preſented to King Famess Tho C. Hi. 
1s. Fuller acquaints us, there was-onely 750 * Preachers Book 9. 


hands ſet to it, and thoſe Colleted out of 25 Counties. 
Yet afterwards, Eſpecially in the beginning of the Laſt 


Rebellion, when they had any great Deſign to bring Aythor 
about, which they had reaſon to expect would be oppo- ſaith other. 


were ſet a foot about the ſame time for Aboliſhing Epiſcopacy, and ſetting 

up Presbytery ; To whicn no Hand that had five Fingers, was Refuſed; 

_ and that George Lord Goring, then a Boy, ſet his hand to one of them, in. 
the right ( I believe) of his Mother, a good Lady much Additted to that . 

Party. Fuller, 1b. pag. 24+ - - 


ſed; : 


13 Car. 2, 
Cap. 5. 


Vind. of the 
Lituroy, 
Sect. 28. 
Cap.2. 
Short View 
of the late 
Troubles, 


p.33,pro81. 


Short View 
of the Late 
Troubles, 
pag. 85,86. 
39. 234. 


(8) | 
ſed ; .Next tobringing great Numbers of mean and ty- 
multuous, people down to 1#1ie- Hall and! Weſtminſter. 
Zall, with rude.and loud Clamours to Say over' again 
what they had firſt infpircd into them : This I now 
mention of Sending into the City of London, and the 
Remoter Corporations and Counties, of Petitions, Com- 
plaints, Remonſtrances and cclaratiors to the King, or 
Loth or either Houſes of Pariiament, for alteration of 
Matters eſtabliſhed by Law, redreſs of Pretended Grie- 
vanccs in Church or State, or other publick Concern- 
m-nts was one ſpecial means they often made ule of,and 
that with great Succeſs, Theſe Petitions, as the Learned 
Dr. Hammond ze/'s us, were for the mo$7 part framed and 


pat into the Peoples hands even in ſet preſcribed forms, and 


then committed to certain Confiding men, who carried 
them to the places appointed, and there ſolicited as ma- 
ny as they could poſſibly to Sign rhe ſame, not regard.- 
ing ſo much the Quality as the Number of the Subſcri- 
bers, who for the moſt part were mean Mechanicks, II. 
literate ignorant Countrymen, Servants, Apprentices, - 
Journeymen and Children ; which Petitions they after . 
delivered with great Numbers of People to the King or 
Parliament, and were deſigned by them that then {et 
them afoot, not ſo much to perſwade or intreat, as to 
terrific and compel, every Petitioner being as 1t were 
Liſted to torce, .if he could not otherwiſe obtain his de- 
fire. And accordingly this way was made uſe of, when 
either the King or the Major part of either Houſe would 
not be drawn otherwiſe to Comply with theſe Repub- 
licans; and afterwards when they came to be imployed 
2gainſt them, or to croſs their humours or Intereſts,they 
diſcountenanced them as much as they could ; tho. all 
this would have been too little, if they had not made 
uſe of Arms againſt theſe bold Suiters, the Apprentices 

O 


(9). 

of Landa, Fuly the 26. 1647. ſhatting up the Com- 
mons Doors, and Compelling them to: yiel& the City 
the Ordering of their own Militia; andalfo to paſs a 


Vote, That the King ſhould be admitted to come to Lon- bid. 248. 

don to Treat:; whiciz tho it were ſufficiently revenged, 16.282,283. 
yet when afterwards Effex and * Surrey Petitionsd a- * May 26, 
gain; for a Peace in that manner, they ſent. the Guards 49: 


to beat them away'; whereupon divers were wounded, 
and ſome ſlain. And as to the Fertiſh-mex, who by 
their Grand Jury about the ſame time had framcd a 
Petition for Peace in-the Name of the whole Shire, they 
by the Commzrtee for that County prohibited the ſame, 
by a Printed Paper publiſhed in all the Churches, Brand- 
ing it tobe SEDITIOUS and TUMULTUOUS, and 
fying, that They would hang up tmo in every Pariſh,that 
were promoters of it, arid Sequeſter the reſt, Which was to 
declare themſelves Abborrers with a Vengeance. 


Yet this Unruly Engine was the only rool our Sober 
Proteſtants could at this time think powerful enough 
to Compel his Majeſty to recede from his declared Re- 
ſolution, and permit the Parliament to Sit forthwith ; 
and the method they uſed was preeifely the fame that 


had been imployed againſt his Maj:ſty's Father of Bleſ- . 


ted Memory, v7z. theſe Petitions were drawn by their 
Clubbs and Cabals in London : or ſome fay onely tran- 
ſcribed froman Old '4r. Copy, andithen ſent down by 
truſty men who had five ſhillings per Centum, for pro- 


curing hands, and * that of all Sorts and Ages,Degrees + The [n- . 
and Qualities ; not caring who they were, ſo the Num- ſtructions 
ber was great: And I have been told this Story from were, Th:# 
D rg: 5; | { | * it inattered 
"t tho they were neither Gentlemen nor Frec-lders, but that they ( the Procu- 


rers of Subſcriptions ) ſhduld get a3 many Hands' as they could: 
Credible 
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Credible hands, One';of theſe Procurers coming to a 
Godly Weaver in Eſſex to get his hand to the Petition, 
bethought himfelf that the Weaver had a Boy to his Son, 
and asked if he would not Subſcribe too 2 Tes, replyed 
the Weaver, if he were at home, but he is now gone with a 
Cow to a Neighbour 's Bull. That is nothing, faid the Pe. 
tition-Monger, 7 can ſet his hand. Which he :accord- 
ingly preſently did, and made the poor Boy kecome an 
humble Supplicant to the King, when he thought of no- 
thing leſs. But I muſt confeſs they varied in one thing 
from the Old method ; for they did not preſent them as 
heretofore by the hands of great Multitudes of the Pe- 
ticioners, but ſent them by ſome tew perſons of the bet: 
ter ſort, which was a Civility was not ſo much paid to 
his Majeſty, as his Guards, who might have endangered 
theſe Gentlemen Orators Skulls, if they had made as 
bold with the Son, as their Predeceſlors did with the 
. Unarmed Father. 

For my part, when I refle& ſeriouſly on this Strata- 
gem, I cannot perſwade my ſelf they had any great 
Lope to prevail. upon the King by it; who too well 
remembred what ill Conſequences had followed this 
way of proceeding in the Reign of his Father, to Coun- 
tenance it in his own, by granting any thing that was 
ſoasked. And therefore I conceive the Cunningeſt of 
them had theſe further ends in It : Firſt, to Engage 
men by theſe Subſcriptions to be more faſt to them,and 
their deſigns. Secondly, To Try whether the People 
might be brought to Tumult if they had occaſion for 
it. Thirdly, To incenſe them the more againſt the 
Government if theſe Petitions were denyed, by repre- 
ſenting it as a perſonal injury to them, every man be- 
ing Naturally more fond- of his own than anothers 
Counſel. Fourthly, to ſhew the Number and —_ 

0 


C2233 
of: their Adherents. ' Fifthly, To make them.known 
each to other, to which end the Odd Phraſes, Whining 
Tones, Devout ſhruggs ot old, and the Green Ribkans 
of late, were taken up allo. | 

But whatever the deſign was, his Majeſty having the 


Authority of a Statute on his fide wiſely provided in 33 Car. 2. 
better times, had the Addreſs todiſappoint this Project ; C. 5. as allo 
Firſt, by a Proclamation, which prohibited this * Exer- by theJudg- 


ciſe as Illegal and Tumultuous, and tending to Sedi- 
tion and Rebellion. Secondly, by difcountenancing 


and ſharply reprehending thoſe that were fo ſilly as to + p,,8;/e. 


preſent them. Thirdly, by encouraging another Sort 
of perſons who upon ketter grounds were as ready to 
deteſt and abhor them in a more Regular and Legal 
way ; and theſe being for the moſt part men of Autho- 
rity in their Country, ſo quelled this many-headed #7y- 
dra, that the triple Cordial of a Commons Vote have 
not been able ſince to Revive it : And fo I ſhall take my 


leave of it, till I come to thoſe Votes and the proceedings 


upon them. 

In the Interim, I deſire my dear Countrymen, they 
would refle& Sericuſly upon what is here faid, and re- 
member what fruits they reaped of this pernicious ſeed 
tae laſt time they were prompted by this Sort of men to 
tbe uſe of it, and how they Treated the Surrey and Ken- 
tihmen ſor uſing it to a purpoſe for which it was never 
deſigned, the procuring PEACE. 

His Majeſty theretore Prorogued the Parliament 
from the 17h of Ofober, to the 26 of Faxuary, and then 
meeting them in Perſon and making a Gracious Speeci 
to them, Prorogued them to the 15th of 4pri/and then 
to the 177hof May, and from thence to the Firſt, of July, 
and fo on to the 224. of the ſame, and thence to the 


23d. of Auguſt, and from thence to the 21. of _ 
F er, 
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ber, 1679. when he declared they ſhould finally Sit 
according to his former Reſolution ; which the Peritions 
had more confirmed him 1n. | 

In the Interim ſeveral things hapned worththe taking 
Notice of, as giving us ſome Light into the Deſigns of 
the Common-wealth Party and the Temper of the Dif. 
ſentcrs, by which we may Judge what we ſhall meet 
with at their hands if ever they prevail again. 


The firſt I will Inſtance in was their 'Treatment of the 

London Apprentices. Some of them had ibeen buſy in 

Burning the Pope, and after that had been 'drawn 1n to 

Sign the Petition; but finding they had diſobliged others 
LEſtrange's by it, to give ſome Satisfaction, they gave Notice in 
Narr. of the Print, That they would burn the Ramp the 2.92h of May 
Plet,pag. 15- following ; and this was taken for ſuch an affront, by 
ou the Young Gentlemen of that Old Family of Rumpers, 
that preſently all the Prentices were made Traytors, 
Conſpirators, moſt of them ſaid to be Papiſts, for which 

ſeveral of them were Impriſoned, and it was much grief 

of heart to the Herciful Rampers too, that they were 

not Hanged ; and one of them, with great regret, told 

Exaft Col- the following Parliament, That he thought Cap. Tom. 
letionof De- was at Tangier, who ſhould have headed the Apprentices 
bated p.112. Mutiny in London; and if (faith the Gentleman) 7 be mt 
Miſ-informed, is a Captain too for that intended Eminent 

Service. ASad Story if it was true, and there was no 
miſ-information in the caſe ſome where'pr other : but” 

this was onely meant for a Kind Refletion on the Go- 
vernment, which is grown of late ſtrangely in Love 

with Mutinies, and doubtleſs made Capt: Tom, a Cap- 

tain there not onely to reward him for his Eminent In- 

tended Service in London, but to put him into a Capa- 

city of promoting a Tumult or Mutiny there too. Up- 

oN 
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on this Occaſion I am ſhrewdly tempted to remember 


ſome of the 41. Tumults and Mutinies in. behalf of the 
Ramp; but. becauſe they were not Popiſh but Puritan 


Mutinies, and for the Service of the Common-wealth of 


England, T will forbear it : Onely I will give the World 
a Caution not to be mightily Surprized,it afterwards the 
Late Addreſſing Apprentices be clawed away for Pa- 
cn and Mutineers too, If there be not too many of 
them. 

In the beginning of May, his Majeſty had two or three 
Fits ofan Ague, which went off again without any great 
hazard to Is Life ; yet this occaſioned fome conſider- 
able Events. In one of the Fits there was ſome tamper- 
ing among his back-Friends for the Proclaiming his 
Grace the D. of M. King, in caſe his Majeſty ſhould die 
of that Sickneſs. | 

About that time, that there was a Pamphlet Printed to 
make out a Title for him too, pretending to ſome Strange 
Diſcoveries to be made of a Black Box, that ſhould do 
the D. much Kindneſs ; but tho his Majeſty and the Privy- 
Council took all the Care imaginable to diſcover the 
Author of this Black Box-diſcourſe, it could not be 
. found: And to prevent the HI Effe&s of ſuch Rumors 
for the future, his Majeſty Publiſhed a Declaration the 
2% of Fune,1679. which tho it hath been already printed, 
and is Long, yet becauſe it may be very hard to pro- 
duce it ſome Years hence, I will take the pains to Inſert 
-it here, from the Gazette of the 77h of Fuxe, 1680. 


F 2 CHARLES 
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CHARLES R.- 


TE cannot but take Notice of the great Induſtry 
and Malice wherewith ſome men of a Deditious 
and Reftlels Spirit, do ſpread atroad a muſt 

Falſe and Scandalous Report of 4 Marriage or Contratt 
of Marriage, ſuppoſed to be had and made between Us and 
one Mrs, CUalters, alias Barlow, ow Deceaſed, Mother 
of the preſent Duke of Poanmouth, atming zvereby zo fl 
the Minds of Our Loving Subjects with Doubts and Fears, 
and if poſsible to divide them into Parties and Fattions, 
and as much as in them lies, to bring into queſtion the Clear 
Undoubted Right of Our True and Lawful Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors to the Crown. We have therefore thought Our Self 
Obliged to Let cur Loving Subjedts ſee what ſteps We (cut 
of Our Care of them and their Poſterity ) have already 
made, in order to Obviate the Il Conſequences that ſo dan- 
gerous ard Malicious a Report may have in Future Times 
upon the Peace of Our Kingdoms.. | | 


1s January Laſt was Twelvemonth, We made a Declara- 
tion written with Our Own Hand in the Words fol- 


lowing. 


TT Here being a Falſe and Malicious Report Induſtrioully 
ſpread abroad by Some, UAho are Metther Friends 

to Ye no2 the Duke of Monmouth, as if 7 ould 
have been Either Contratted or Married to his Mother : 
and though I am moſt Confident that this Idle Story, cannot 
have any Effedt in this Age, Tet I thought it my Duty in 
relation to the true Succeſsion of this Crown, and that fu- 
ture Ages may not have any pretence to give diſturbance 


pon that Score or any other of this Nature, to declare, as 
* þ 
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] do here declare in the preſence of Almighty God, That 7 
was never Married, nor gave any Contratt to any Woman 
whatſoever, but to My Wife Queen Tatherine, to whom 7 
am now Married. In Witneſs whereof I have ſet My Elaud 
at White-Hall the Sixth of January 1679. 


This Declaration 7 made CHARLES R. 
in the Preſence of | F 


IP. Cant. HT. Coventry, 
H. Finch, C. FJ. Williamſon. 


To ſtrengthen which Declaration, We did in March fol- 
bowing (which was March laf# was Twelve-month) make a 
more Publick. Declaration i» Oar Privy Council, written 
likewiſe with Our Own Hand ; and having cauſed a true 
Tranſcript thereof to be Entred in Our Council Books, We | 
Signed it, and cauſed the Lords of Our Privy Council then 
attending Us in Council, to Subſcribe the ſame likewiſe; 
and We Ordered the Original to be kept in the Council 
Cheft, where it Now remains, The Entry whereof in the 
Council Book is in theſe words following, 


At the Court at White-Hall, March 3% 1679.. 


Preſent 
The KIN G'S MoF# Excellent Majeſty. 
Lord Chancellor, Earl of Eſſex, 
Lord Treaſurer, Earl of Bathe, 


Duke of Lauderdale, Earl of Craven, 
Marqueſs of Worceſter; Earl of Aylesbury, 
Earl of Oſlory, Lord Biſhop of London, 
Lord Chamberlain, Lord Bifhop of Durham, 
| Earl of Sunderland, © Lord Maynard, 
Earl of Clarendon, Mr. Fice-Chamberlain, 


—— — — —  — — _——_ ”— wo— er 
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» His Majeſly was this day pleaſed to. Command that the 
Declaration hereafter following be Entered in the Council. 
Book, it being all Written and Signed by his Majeſty's Own 
Hand, in a Paper which his Majeſty this day delivered at 
the Board, to be Rept in the Council Chef, viz. 


OR the avoiding of Any diſpute which may happen in 

time to come concerning the Succeſſion of the Crown, 

7 do hereby Declare in the Preſence of Almighty God, 

That 1 Never gave nor made any Contratt of Marriage, 

or was Married to any Woman whatſoever, but to My pre- 
ſent Vife Queen Catherine now Living. 


White-Hall the Third day CHARLES RK. 
of March, 1679. 


ETis Majeſty Commanded us who were preſent at the ma- 
. King and Signing this Declaration, to atteſt the ſame. 


Finch, C. Offory, Eſſex, _ H. London, 
Danby, Arlington, Bathe, N. Durham, 
Lauderdale, Sunderland, Craven, W. Maynard, 
Worceſter, Clarendon, Aylesbury, G. Carteret. 


In April Laſt We found the ſame Rumour wot only Re- 
vived again, but alſo Improved with New Additions, to 
wit, It was given out, That there was a Writing yet Ex- 
tant, and lately produced before ſeveral Perſons, whereby 
the ſaid Marriage or Contract at leaſt,(for the Report wa 
Various) would appear, and that there are ſeveral Lords 
and others yet Living, who were pretended to have been pre- 
ſent at the ſaid Marriage. We Knew full well that it was 
Impoſſible that any thing of this ſhould be true, (there be- 
.ing, Nothing more Groundleſ and Falſe then that there was 
any 


ay ſuch Marrtage yr Contraft between Vs and the ſaid 


Mrs. Walters alias Barlow) Tet We proceeded to call be-' 


fore Us, and cauſed to be Interrogated in the Council ſuch 
Lords and other perſons as the Common Rumour did Sur- 
miſe to have been preſent at the pretended Marriage, or 
to Know ſomething of it, or of the ſaid Writing, And 
Though it appeared to all Our Council upon the Hearing of 
the ſaid Lords and ather perſons ſeverally Interrogated, 
and upon their denying to have been preſent at any ſuch 
Marriage, or to Know any thing of it or of any ſuch Wri- 
ting, That the Raiſmg and Spreading of ſuch a Report [0 
incoherent in the ſeveral parts of it, was the Effett of deep 
Malice in ſome few, and of Looſe and Tdle diſcourſe in 
others, Tet, We think it Requiſite at this timegto make Our 
Declarations above pane Publick ; and to Order 
the Same (as We do bereby with the Advice of Our'Privy 
Council) to be forthwith Printed and Publiſhed. And 
We do again upon this Occaſion cal, Almighty God to Wit- 
neſs, and Declare upon the Faith of a Chriſtian, and the 
Word of a King, That there was never any Marriage, or 
Contratt of Marriage had or made between Us and the ſaid 
Mrs. Walters alias Barlow, the Duke of Monmouth's He- 
ther, or between Vs and any Woman whatſoever,Our Royal 
Conſort (Queen Catherine, that now is,, Excepted. 


And We do hereby Striftly Require and: Command all 


Our Subjefts whatſoever, That they preſume not to Utter 
or Publiſh any thing contrary to the Tenor of this Our De- 


claration, at their Peril, and upon pain of being proceeded 


againſt according to the Utmoſt Severity and Rigour of the 
Law. 
Given at owr Court at White-Hall the Secoxu day of 
June, in the Two and thirtieth Tear of Our Reign. 
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On the 1 5th of the fame Month of Fave, Mr: Attors 
ney General by his Majeſties Command, moved in the . 
Court of Chancery , That theſe Declarations might be. 
Enrolled and made a Record of that Court, for the pre- 
ſervation of them ; and in order thereunto, the Lords, 
and others of his Majeſties Privy Council, who were 
preſent when his Majeſty made and Signed thoſe Decla- 
rations, (and were Now in Court) being deſired to At- 
teſt the ſame : They did it upon their Oaths ; as did 
likewiſe the Clerks of the Council ; and then it was 
Ordered, That the ſaid Declarations ſhould. be enrolled 
accordingly. | Fs, > | 
And when about this time his Majeſty had ſent the 
Duke of Monmouth to reſide for ſome time beyond the 
Seas, that he might not be made a Stale to theſe Mens 
ill deſigns, they wrought ſo much upon him, that he 
returned without his Majeſties Leave, and all his Places 
which were of great Value as well as Truſt, Power, and 
Honour, were taken from him.- 


| In the Laſt Parliament at Weſtminſter, the 10th day 
of -Fanuary,' 1680, The Commons paſt theſe Votcs. - 


Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Zuſe, That 
James Duke of Monmouth hath been Removed from his 


Offices and. Commands, by the Influence of the Duke of 
York. | | 


. Ordered, That an humble Application be made to His 
Majeſty from this Houſe, by ſuch Members thereof, as are 
» of his Majeſties Moſt Fionourable Privy Council, to defire 
his Majefty to Reſtore the ſaid James Duke of Monmouth 
to his ſaid Offices and Commands. 


Now let it- be Confidered, That there was not the 
leaſt 
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aſt regard had to the Duke of Honmonth or his Inte: 
reſt, till this day, in all that Seſſion-of Parliament ; and 
now when it was ſaid they ſhould be Prerogued, and 
all the reaſon in the world to believe that. a Diſſolution 


would follow, the laſt day in probability-they were to 


Sit, his Majeſty being alſo difoblig'd by the Yotes about 
+ the Revenue ; fo thar it could not be ExpeCted that al-= 
moſt any- thing could be granted ; and when they 
could not Hope to ſee any effect of it, they paſſed theſe 
two Votes. For what might be expected from it, let 
his Grace the Duke of Monmouth, and all the World 
bkes, | eee | 

-, heard ſome men inſinuate, that the Duke of 
Monmouth was ſent into Scot/and, (tho there was noneed 
of him) that by that Deteat of the Diſſenters, he might 
be rendered odions to their Partifans here in England, 
and ſo be turned out of all his Places, and No man Con- 


cern himſelf for him ; he having,as they would inſinuate, . 


no Friends in England but they. 


To which I anſwer, That it ought to be Conſidered, 
that on the one Side his Majeſty, who is the-Father of 
the Duke, appears, whom all the World(his worſt Ene- 
mies not Excepted) acknowledg to be a Prince ofa God- 
like Goodneſs and Clemency to his very Enemies; and 
0n the other Side a Company of Men who have given 
large Demonſtrations that they are Enemies to Monar- 


chy it ſelf; and therefore not likely to be over-kind to - 


any of the Royal Family, but for ill Ends,” and ſuch as 
the Duke hath no reaſon to promote, if he did perfealy 
Underſtand them. - | | 

Now let any man refle& upon this, and then pro- 
Nnounce as his Reaſon ſhall dire&t him, whether his Ma- 
xſty, or the Anti-Court Party were likelieſt to a 
G the 


_— 
© PE CC_CCC[ qc lH _— ry = = aww — ——_ 


—_ NW — 


(20) 


the Ruine of the Duke; that is, A Kind Father, or an 
Enraged and diſobliged Enemy : To ſay here, as they 
commonly do, That his Majeſty was impoſed upon by 
Crafty men, contrary to his Natural Goodneſs, to Con. 
ſent to the Ruine of his Son, 1s to Exalt his Goodneſs ty 
the deſtru&tion of his Prudence, and repreſent him to 
the World as meerly paſſive, a Perſon eaſe to be deluded 
and abuſed ; the contrary of which is moſt apparent by 
his Actions, tho. it ſhould be granted, that (as a Man) 
he hath ſome few times been deceived. 


Amongſt the Various Tricks and ProjeQts that were 
.then Set a foot, or Continued, there was none that plea. 

ſed ſo well, asa Cuſtom which was taken up ſince the 
Expiring of the Afts for the Regulating of Printing, 
viz. to Print . Weekly Intelligences or News-Books. 
Concerning-which his Majeſty publiſhed this following 
Proc'amation the 17h of May. 


| JHEREAS 7t 7s of great Importance to tle 

' State, that all News Printed and Publiſhed t 

the People,as well concerning Foreign as Domeſtlick 

Afairs, ſhould be agreeable to Truthor at leaft Warranted 
by Good Intelligence, that the Minds of his Majefties Sub 
jets may not Fs diſturbed or amuzed by Lies or vain Re- 
ports, which are many times raiſed on purpoſe to Scanda 
lize the Government, or for other indiret Ends: And 
whereas of Late many Evil-diſpoſed Perſons have made it 
a Common prattiſe to Print and Publiſh Pamphlets of 
News,. without Licence or Authority, and therein have 
vended to his. Majeſties People, all the Idle and Malicious 
Reports that they could Colle or Invent contrary to Law; 
the Continuance whereof' would Fn a ſhort time endanger 
the Peace of the Kingdom, the ſame manifeſtly tending 
I | thereto, 
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thereto, as has been declared by all His Majeſties Judges 
Unanimouſly : His Majeſty therefore Conſidering the Great 
Miſchief that may enſne apon ſuch Licentious and Illegal 
pradtiſes, If not timely prevented, Hath Thought fit by his 
Royal Proclamation, (with the Advice of his Privy Coun- 
cil) ſtriflly to prohibit and forbid all perſons whatſoever 
to Print or Publiſh any News-Books, or Pamphlets of News 

not Licenſed by his Majeſties Authority. And to the In 
tent all Offenders may Know their Danger, and Defiſt from 
any further proceedings of this Kind, His Majeſty is gra- 
cioully pleaſed hereby to Declare, That they ſhall be pro- 
ceeded againſt according to. the Utmoſt Severity of the 

Law : And fer that purpoſe His Majeſty doth hereby Will 
and Command all his Judges, Juſtices of Peace,and all other 
his Officers and Miniſters of Juſtice whatſoever, That they 
take Effefual Care that all ſuch as ſhall effend in the Pre- 
miſes, be proceeded againſt and paniſhed according to their 


demerits. 


There was ſcarce any thing more Clamoured againſt 
than the Proceedings upon this Proclamation, as if all 
the Liberties of the SubjeCt in Eng/and had Confiſted in 
this, that they might be deluded and abuſed, terrified 
and affrighted, flattered and enticed, by whoſoever had 
the Impudence to Undertake it, and that Weekly. | 

Theſe Sorts of News-Mongers in the Interim are 1n- 
deed nothing, but a ſort of State Tale-bearers: Now to 
make the Miſchief more Apparent, to any man that is 
fond of this Sort of Traſh, let them but conſider what 
would follow in a private Family, if the Maſter of it 
ſhould permit this Sort of Vermin to A& at Liberty 
what Feuds, Heart-burnings, Fears, Diſtruſts and Mu- 
tual Hatreds would ariſe ; ſo that no man could be able 
to maintain the Peace of his own houſe, if he might not 

, G 2 puniſh 
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puniſh nor turn out ſuch perſons. Now. the ſame Con. 
tequences, onely much worſe, muſt needs follow in- a 
City, Country, or Kingdom ;. for in-a private Family 
the truth of things may be eaſily found out, the Partics 
being together; and yet 'tis a mighty trouble to peace- 
able people to be always contending and proving againſt 
others; but in the other inſtance it is irapoſlible often. 
times for an innocent perſon to repreſent his Innocency, 
or diſprove his Accuſer. Now. if it be true of the meaneſt 
private perſon, That A Good Name is to be valued as a 
man's Life, how much more reaſonable is it that the 
Eſtimation of Princes, and. Great Men ſhould not ly at 
the Mercy of company of Mean Scriblers? It is uſually 
faid, Malice ſpeaks well of no body ; but to be ſure if that 
be tainted with ambition and faction, the very poyſon 
of Aſps will be ſhot out upon the Governors that oppoſe 
and. hinder their wicked Intentions and Deſigns. 

Nor is. all this a Speculation, but an Experimented, 
Truth, 'the fame Sort of Men by the fame ways, in the 
Memory of Vaſt Numbers of Men, once before Ruincd 
this Kingdom, and brought his Majeſty.s Father to the 
Block ; as He Himſelf hath Elegantly deſcribed it in his 
Eikon Baſilike, Cap, 15. Part of which 1s as tolloweth, 


'F I had not my own: Tanocency, and Gods Protefion, it: 

. were hard for Me to ſtand out againſt theſe Stratagems 

and Conflicts of Malice, which by Falſities ſeek to op= 

preſs the- Truth, and by Jealouſies to ſupply the defett of 

Real Cauſes, which might ſeem to Juftifie ſo Unjuſt Ew 
gagements againft Me.. 

And indeed the worſt effes of uyon FHiſtility come (hurt 
of theſe Defigns: For I can more willingly Looſe my Crowns 
then my Credit z, Nor are my. Kingdoms ſo dear 10 Me a: 
My Reputation. and Honous.. | 
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Thoſe muſt have a: Period with my Life, but theſe may 
Survive to a Glorious Kind of Immortality:when I am dead 
and gone :.. A good Name being the Embalming of Princes, 
and a ſweet Conſecrating of them to an Eternity of Love 
and Gratitude among. Poſterity. | 

Thoſe Foul and Falſe Aſperſions were Secret Engines at 
firſt employed againſt My Peoples Love oft Me :: That Under- 
mining their Opinion and Value of Me,. my Enemies, aud. 
theirs. might at, once blow up their affetions, and batter 
down their Loyalty. 

If they had been my Open aud Foraign Enemies, I could 
bave bern it; but they muſt' be my own Subjefts,. who are, 
next to my Children, dear to me. —— 

The Noiſe of my Evil Counſellors was another uſeful De- 
* wice.. For thoſe, who were impatient any mens Counſels but 
their own ſhould be followed in Church or State; who were 
So Eager in giving Me better Counſel, that they would 
not give me Leave to take it with Freedom, as a Man; or 
Honour, as,a King ; making their Counſels more like .a 
Drench that muſt be poured down, than a Draught which 
might be fairly and leiſurely drank, if I liked its 

IT will not Fultifie bzyond humane Errours and Frailties 
my Self, or my Counſellours : They might be ſubject to ſome. 
miſcarriages, yet ſuch as were far more Reparable by Se+ 
cod and better thoughts than thoſe enormious Extravas 
gancer, wherewith ſome men have Now even wildred, ard 
almoſt quite Loſt both Church and State. | 

The Event of things at laff will make it evident to my. 
Subjedts, That had I followed the worfF Connſels, that my 
worſt Counſellors ever had the boldneſs to offer to. Me, or 
my Self any Taclination to uſe; I could not ſa ſoon have 
brought both Church and State in Three Flouriſhing. King-- 
doms to ſuch a Chaos of Confuſtons and [Yell of Miſeries, . 
a ſome have done; out of which they cannot or will not = 
£472 


(24) 
the Midſt of their many great Advantages, redeem either 
Me or my Subjetts. nt ON OLA 62 hat "2% 

I canuot ſuffer ſo much in Point of Honour, by thoſe Rude 
and Scandalous PAMPHLETS, (which like fire in 
great Conflagrations, flie up and down to ſet all places of 
like flames) as thoſe men do; who pretending ſo much to 
Piety, are ſo forgerfal of their Duty to God and Me : by no 
ways ever Vindicating the Majeſty of their- King againſt 
eny of thoſe who contrary to the Precept of God, and Pre. 
cedent of Angels,ſpeak evil of Dignittes,and bring Rayling 
Accuſations againſt thoſe, who are honoured with the Name 
of Gods : but "tis no wonder if Hen not fearing God, ſhould 
#ot honour their King. 


Thus far That Hluſtrious Saint and Martyr, who felt 
the Heat and ſuffered the Scorchings ; firſt, of thoſe 
Tongues that are ſet on fire by Hell; and after of theſe 
Pamphlet-Flakes and Sparks which raiſed ſuch a Fire in 
His Three Kingdoms, as occaſioned his Ruine,and Mur- 
ther'; and the Baniſhing of his Wife and Children, and . 
were likely enough to have ended in the total and ever- 
hſting Ruine of the E:g/iſþ Church and Nation. 

And can any man believe it reaſonable that his Son 
our preſent Moſt Gracious 'Soveraign, ſhould fit till 
and Suffer Himſelf and his Miniſters, his Judges and his 
Officers both Civil and Military, to be repreſented to 
his People in the moſt Odious Manner that Malice can 
invent, and a Thouſand falſe ridiculous Lyes and Slan- 
ders to be vented againſt him and them! No ſurely,it 
can never be expeted ; and were not anotherRebellion 
deſigned, it would never be defired : Thus the Laſt be- 
gan, and thus the Next muſt begin. We have the Te 
ftimony of His Majeſty's Father and our own Remem- 
brance for the one ; and we are Senſible how far things 
are 
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are Advanced of late that way, for a proof of the other: 
And if theſe hot-headed Religious Lyers think it rea- 
ſonable that for fear of the Unjuſt reproach of Aſlerting 
Arbitrary Government, the hazard ſhould be run of 
having no Government, I hope they will find them- 
ſelves deceryed, and I am ſure his Majeſty hath not one 
Loyal SubjeC in all his Three Kingdoms that is not of 
this mind. 


My Lord Coke in the Pleas of the Crown tells us, That Cap, g3. 
the Law before the Conqueſt was, That the Author and 1»p. leg. 
Spreader of Falſe Rumours amongſt the People had his Aluered. 
Tongue cut-out, if he redeemed it not by the Eſtima- Cap. 28. 


tion of his Head : And ſurely the Printing of ſuch is not 
2 leſs but a greater Crime,and deſerves a greater puniſh» 
ment. | | 


And in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, one Stubbs had Anno 1581, 


his Right hand Cur oft tor writing a Libel againſt. the 
Queen, as Camden tells us; which Stubbs was Brother 
in Law to Carthwright the famous Puritan Preacher in 
thoſe days. 

By a Statute made the 3. E4.1. Cap. 33. it was Enact- 
ed, That from thenceforth nane ſhould be ſo hardy to Tell 
or Publiſh azy Falſe Newes or Tales, whereby Diſcord or 
Slander may Grow between the King and his People, or the 
Great Men of the Realm; And he that doth ſo, ſh.ll be 
taken and kept in Priſon until he hath brought him into 
the Court which was firſt Author of the Tale, Which. is 
confirmed, 2 Rich. 2. Cap. 5. And again, 12 Rich. 2, 
Cap. 11. with this addition, That if the Offender could 
not find his Author, He ſhould be puniſhed by the Advice 
of the Council. Both which Statutes are ſtill in force : tho 
thoſe of the 1-& 2 P. M. Cap. 13. & 1 Eliz. 6. upon 
which $7ub4s was puniſhed, are Expired. So. that here 
. 8 no Need of Arbitrary proceeding to puniſh ſuch =—_ 

OUTS, 


TECCX - h. 
orders, when a due Execution. of thefe Old Statutes 
- might do the buſineſs. 


The 22. of Fuze, 1680. The Rebel Scots endeavour- 
ing to renew their Rebellion, 21 perſons Aſſembled;and 
atter a Solemn Proceſſion and Singing of -P/a/ms,' Pub- 
liſhed and affixed on the Croſs at Sanchar a Paper,where- 
in they declare for themſelves, And all that will Adbere 
to them as the Repreſentatives of the true Presbyterian 
Church and Covenanted Nation of Scotland, they do diſows 
Charles Stuart who has been Raigning, or rather Tyran- 
nizing on the Throne of Brittain theſe Tears paſt, as having 
any Right or Title to, or Intereſt in the Crown of Scotland 
or Government, as Forfeited ſeveral Tears fince by his Per. 
jury and Breach of Covenant with God and his Church, and 
Zſurpation of his Crown and Royal Prerogatives therein, 
&c. So they proceeded to Excommunicate and Depoſe 
his Majeſty, and 70 Perſons took up Arms againſt him, 
the chief of which were Donald Cargile, and one Hal, 
who were Actually in the Laſt Rebellion. 

. Theſe men ſwore either to other, That if any perſon 
who ſhould joyn with them, ſhould afterwards ſubmit to the 
King upon any account whatſoever, or own him for their 
King, the reſt ſhould Butcher the Party ſo ſubmitting, So 
that ſeveral of them being taken, and upon Tryal found 
Guilty of this Horrid and Divilliſh Confpiracy, choſe 
rather to Suffer as Traytors, than to own their King,or 
ask a Pardon from him, as fearing a worſer Death from 
their fellow Confpirators, than the Law would infli& 
upon them. | 


Now I would defire my Country-men to Conſider 
Seriouſly, whether the Popiſh Tenents are worſe than 
theſe Presbyterian DoArines ; and whether his Majeſty 

| is 
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is not as much in danger to fall by the hands of one of 
theſe reformed Aſlaſlinates, as by a Conſecrated Jeſuite. 


On Thurſday. the 21. of Oftober, 1680. The long Ex- 
pettcd and impatiently Defired Parliament met at 1-/#- 
minſter; And I will now attend it,to fee whether it were 
ſuch as anſwered the hopes of theſe Petitioners, who had 
boaſted of it as a Maſter-Piece, and which was to Con- 
found all they were pleaſed to Call Popery. Which 
Parliament his Majceſt y began with this Speech. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


HE ſeveral Prorogations I have made, have been 

very advantagious to Our Neighbours, and Very Uſe- 

ful to Me ; for I have imployed that time in making 
ard perfetting an Alliance with the Crown of Spain, ſuit- 
able to that which I had before with the States of the 
United Provinces, aud they alſo had with Spain, Confft- 
ing of Mutual Obligations of Succour and Defence. 

I have all the Reaſon in the World to believe, that what 
was ſo much defired by former Parliaments, muſt needs bz 
very grateful to you now: for tho ſome perhaps may wiſh 
thſe Meaſures had been taken ſooner , yet no man can 
wth reaſon think it is now too Late; for they who defire 
to wake theſe Alliances, and they who defire to break them, 
ſhew themſelves of another Opinion. 

And as theſe are the bef+ Meaſures that conld be takes 
for the Safety of England and Repoſe of Chriſtendom, Ss 
they cannot fail to attain their End, and to ſpread and im- 
prove themſelves further, if Our Diviſions at home do not 
render Our Friend(hip leſs Conſiderable abroad. 

To prevent theſe as much as may 6% T think fit to renew 
10 you all the Aſſurances which can be defired, That nothing 

F ſhall 
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(hall be wanting on My part to give you the fulleſt Satzs. 
fation your Hearts can wiſh, for the Security of the Pro. 
teſtant Religion, which I am fully reſolved to maintaix 
againſt all the Conſpiracies of Our Enemies, and to Concur 
with Tor in any new Remedies which ſhall bs propoſed, that 
may Confiſt with the preſerving the Succeſſion of the Crown 
in its Due and Legal Courſe of Deſcent. 

And inOrder tothis, I do recommend to Tou, to purſue 
the further Examination of the Plot, with a ſtrift and in. 
partial Enquiry. I do not think My Self Safe nor Tou uti. 
ther, till that Matter be gone thro with; and therefore it 
will be neceſſary that the Lords in the Tower te brought to 
their ſpeedy Tryal that Fuſtice may be done. 

I need not tell you what danger the City of Tangier is 
in, nor of what Importance #t us to Us to preſerve it. I 
have with a mighty Charge and Expence ſent a very Conſe. 
. derable Relief thither ; ; Conſtantly to maintain ſo great 
a Force as that War will require, and to make thoſe Neu 
Works and Portifications, without which the Place will ut 
be long Teneable, amounts to ſo Vaſt a Sum, that without 
Tour Support it will be impoſſible for me to undergo it. 
Therefore I lay the matter plainly before Tou, and dejire 
Tour Advice and Aſ(siſtance. | 

But that which I Value above all the Treaſare in the 
World, and which T am Sure will give Me greater Sirength 
and Reputation both at home and abroad then any-Treaſare 
can do, is a perfect V NION amougft Our Selves. 

Nothing but this can reſtore the Kingdom to that 
Strength and Vigor which it ſeems to have Loſt, and raiſe 
rar again to that Confideration which England hath /ualy 
"ad. 

All Europe have their Eyes upon this Aſſembly, and 
think their own Happineſs or Miſery as well as Ours will 
depend upon it. x 
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If We ſhould be So Unhappy as to fall into ſuch Miſ. 
Underſtanding among Our Selves, as ſhould render- Our 
Friendſhip unſafe to truFt to, it will not be Wondred at, if 
Our Allies ſhould begin to take new Reſolutions, and per- 
haps ſuch as may be Fatal to Us. 

Let Vs therefore take Care that We do not Gratifie Our 
Enemies, and Diſhearten Our Friends by any Vuſeaſonabl, 
Diſputes. | 

If any ſuch do happen, the World will ſee it is no fault 
of Mine ; for I kave done all that was poſſible for Me to 
do, to Keep Tou in Peace while IT live, and to Leave Tou So 
when T die. | | 

But from ſo great Prudence and ſo good Aﬀettions as 
Tours, I can fear Nothing of this Kind ;” but to Rely upon 
Tou all, That Tou will uſe Tour beſt Endeavours to britig 


this Parliament to a Goed aud Fappy Concluſion. 


The Lord Chancellor made no Speech at all, His 
Majeſty giving himſelf the whole Trouble.of this Af 
fair, hoping his Words would the more be Conſidered 
by them, and the buſineſs the more zealonſly purſued. 


The Houſe of Commons being returned, and a Mo- 
tion made, That William Williams Eſq; ſhould be cho- 
ſen Speaker ; It was Reſolved in the Afﬀtrmative, Nemine 
Contradicente ; who forthwith made two Speeches in 
the Houſe, which are Printed in the Potzes, one to Ex- 
cuſe himſelf by reaſon of his inſufficiency, by reaſon of 
the difficulty both of the Place, and Things to be tranſ- 
ated. Bur that being refuſed, he made a Second, which 
--_y more the temper of the Man ; and is as follow- 
eth. 


H z AE Wald Gentlemen, 


(30) 


Gentlemen, 


Tremble when I reflett under what difficulties Learred, 
Experienced, and Wiſe Men have Labourcd in this 
Chair: Tet I am not afraid of their Preſident whi 
zmpaired their Eſtates and Health, no nor of them who liſt 
their Lives in this Service. Theſe are a Sacrifice I owe 
my-Country. But when I ſuffer my ſelf to think that ſome 
Gentlemen have Maimed their Reputation in this Truſt, 
theſe Thoughts are dreadful to me,. and muſt yet ſtrike 
deeper with me, unleſs you that called me hither ſpall pleaſe 
to Stand by me, Cheriſh and Support me in all the dificul. 
ties of this Place. I have it by your Courtefie, and ſhall 
hold it at your Pleaſure ; and I have this to-Secure me; If 
1 fall, 7 fall into the Hand's of Gentlemen that made me 
what T am in Tour Service. 

7 doubt not. but you will remember, your own Miniſtr, 
your own ONELY, ycur own INTIRELY, placed 
in this Service without Seeking, without Recommending : 
T expect No Boon, but your Grace and Favour- to depart as 
& came, when you ſhall pleaſe to Command me, without re- 
penting. 


Some have ſaid theſe Speeches were never made in the 
- Houſe, but added afterwards to the Yozes ; tho it's pol- 
ſible they might- be deſigned : but that is nothing to 
the purpoſe. In.my poor Judgment this laſt Speech 1s 
lyable to. many great Exceptions, and for which Le 
would certainly have. been eaſed of this Laborious and 
Dangerous Iinployment under any Prince but: the Mi: 
deſt of Men with whom he had now to do. 

Firſt he might have treated his Predeceſſors in that 


Chair with more reſpe&, than to take notice of them 
NE that. 
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that had Ma:mel their Reputation ; which as they were: 
not many, fo that rhought m'ght with more Humil.ty 
and Candour have been kept to himfelf; and the rather, 
becauſe one preſent had had the Misfortune to be re- 
preſented diſadvantagiouſly in the latter cnd- of the 
tormer Parliament ; and this looked-more like an inſult- 


ing Bravado, than a Modeſt Excuſe. It had been good 


he had taken the Lord Feralam's Counſel, Effay the 
11. Uſe the Memory of thy Predeceſſor Fairly, and Ten-- 
derly ; for if thou doſt not,. it is a Debt, will Surely be 
paid, when thou-art Gone. 

In the Second Paragraph he flies higher, and is not 
content to tell them that he is their Mizz/fer, without 
he added, Onely, and [utirely.. Now another man wou!d 
have le't out theſe words, or have added ſomething to 
them, to declare his Loyal Intention to his Prince too, 
whoſe Miniſter the Speaker is more properly than the 
Houſes, whoſe Place he holds there,. and from whom 
he hath his Authority, tho he hath his Nomination from 
the. Commons z;- nor is he a Speaker at all till the King. 
hath approved of their Choyce. 

His Majeſty to avoid any Conteſt about a Speaker, 
had it ſeems not Recommended any Perſon to them, as 
is uſual ; and he takes Notice of that too, but-1in ſuch a 
manner, as looks more like a Triumph over his - Ma- 
jeſty, than any thing elſe, as having gained that point 
upon him by the laſt. Conteſt, when he tells them he 
was place] in that Service without Seeking, without Re- 
commending : And in” the Next: place he. tells them, Ze 
Expeits no other Boon, but by their Grace and\Favwour- to' 
depart as he came, without repenting. He may poſſibly 
prove a Prophet, and as he ſeems to ſcorn his Prince's: 
Favour, fo he may ever want an opportunity of Refu- 


ſing it. . | 
Oa: 


1k __ 
' On Friday the Houſe of Commons attended his 

Majeſty with their Speaker, where he thar hath entred 
two Speeches to the Commons, 1s not pleaſed to Enter / 
that which was made to his Majeſty, but onely tells us 
that he made claim by Humble Petition in the Name - 
of the Commons of England in Parliament Aſſembled, of 
the Antient Rights of the Commons for them and their 
Servants in their Perſons and Eſtates, to be free from Ar- 
reſts and other diſturbances ; in all their Debates to have 
- Freedom and Liberty of ſpeech; and as o:cafion ſhould re- 
quire, to have Acceſs to his Majeſties Perſon. Which was 
allowed by the King. | 

But tho he hath not been pleaſed to Print his own 
Speech, there was one given out for the Information of 
the People in Writing, which was as followeth. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


T HE Houſe of Commons have been pleaſed to Make uſe 
of M E for their Speaker, and Have preſented me 

for Tour Majefties Approbation. It is a Place of great 
Weight and Pains: Both by my Education and Profeſſion 
1 have been always uſed to Lab and Induftry, There- 
fore / will (by Tour Majeſties Approbation) endeavour to 
diſcharge the Truſt repoſed in me. 


If this were the Preface to the Three Demands or Pe- 
titions, I cannot blame him for not Printing it,no more 
then I can commend him for making one fo totally 
different from what uſed to be faid on ſuch occaſions. 

But a man may ſmile to ſee how finely the man had 
digeſted and put over all his trembling fears in one 
Nights time, when he called to mind his Education and 

Profeſſion, which he had totally forgot the day gy” 
an 
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and now having conſidered better, did not think it was 
fit to ask his Majeſty to diſcharge a perſon ſo wonder- 
fully qualified for the Place, as all other had done be- 
fore him, being, it ſeems, not ſo ſenſible - that by their 
Education and Profeſſion they had- been uſed to Labour 
and Induſtry. 

And 'tis pretty to ſee how his Majeſties Approbation 
is put into a parentheſis ; as if one ſhould fay it was 
Needleſs, and ſcarce worth the asking, and the Sence 
of what he was to ſpeak would have been perfect with- 
out it. 

But ſuch was his Majeſty's Goodneſs, that he eaſily 
paſſed over theſe things, tho they were apparent en- 
croachments upon his Royal Prerogative, and fuch too 
as another Prince wou'd have ſtomached. He ſought 
the good of his People more than any thing, and for 
that cauſe bore theſe diſorders. 


On Munday the 25. of Offober the Lords ſent down 
an Addreſs they had made to his Majeſty for the Pardon 
of all ſuch perſons as ſhould come in and diſcover any 
thing further of the P/oz within tw9 Months; and with 
it his Majeſties Anſwer, which was as followeth. 


IS Majeſty hath Conſidered of the Addreſs made 
by the Houſe, and is ſo willing to Encourage all 
perſons who. know of any Treaſons and Conſpiracies 

azainft his Perſon and Government, that he will cauſe his 
Royal Proclamation to Iſſue, declaring, That he will fully 
Pardon and Secure all perſons who ſhall make ſuch diſco- 
very, not Onely during the ſpace of Two Months as is deft- 
w but at any time after, whenſoever ſach diſcovery ſhall 

e made, | R 


The 
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Fhe -next day the Commons reſolved to ' make an 

Addreſs to his Majeſty to the fame purpoſe. 
And Mr. Danzerfeld the diſcoverer and great Agent - 
in the Meal-7ab Plott, which was a Silly deſign ot the 
Papiſts to turn their Plott upon the Presbyterriars, men- 
tioning Sir Robert Peyton, a Member of their Houle, in 
this Information. 

They referred it to a Committee to Examine theMat- 
ers touching Sir Robert Peiton, and to report the tame 
to the Houſe: And then Refolved Nemzne Contradi- 
cente, 

That it was the Opinion of their Houſe to proceed 
effectually to ſuppreſs Popery, and Prevent a Popiſh Suc- 


ceſſor. 


On Wedueſaay the 27th of Offober, they agrecd the 
faid Addreſs, which was as followeth. 


| TE Tour Majeſties moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjefts, 
the Commons in Parliament Aſſembled , being 

highly Zealous for the preſervation of the Pro- 

teftant Religion, Tour Majeſties Sacred Perſon. and Go- 
verument, and reſolving to purſue with a ſtridt and im- 
partial Inquiry the Execrable Popiſh Plot which was de- 
rected in the Two Laſt Parliaments, and has been Supported 
and Carried on by potent and reſtleſs Praftiſes and Ma 
chinations, eſpecially during the late Receſſes of Parlia- 
ments , whereby ſeveral perſons have been terrified and 
diſcouraged from declaring their Knowledg thereof: maſt 
humbly beſeech Tour Majeſty, That for the Security of ſuch 
perſons who ſhall be willing o give Evidence, or make fur- 
ther Satisfattory Diſcovery' concer ning the ſame to this 
Houſe; Tour Majeſty would be pleaſed to Iſſue Tour Royal 
Proclamation, aſſuring all the ſaid perſens, of your Gra- 
C20 


__— 
cious Pardon, if they ſha! give Evidence, or make ſuch 
Diſcovery within two Months after the date of ſuch Pro- 


tlamation: 


There was two Exceptions taken to this Addreſs by 
others, Tho I fand none made in the Houle, vzz. 

The firſt was, That in the height of their Zeal they 
forgot to tell his Majeſty what Proteſtant Religion they 
meant or deſired to preſerve, for there being in England 
many not onely ſeveral but contrary Religions, which 
yet may be Comprehended under that General term of 
Proteftant. Some of which are worſe than Popery, 
:hey were not to be preſerved but Suppreſſed, if it might 
be ; Except they intended in oppoſition to Popery to 
uphold all the Hereſies and Schilmes that aroſe in the 
ate: Rebellion amounting to near Eightſcore, as they 
1ave been counted ; but thenit had been better to have 
alled them Proteſtant Religions : for it is a periett piece 
ff Nonſence to call thefe Contrary and Contending 
ations, who do mutually endeavour to Ruine each 
ther, tho they are now Combined as much againſt 
he Religion that is Eſtabliſhed, as againſt Popery, and 
'o Att againſt it with more fury than they do againſt 
2opery ; I fay it is Nonſence to call theſe Conjoyntly 
Religion, when if there be or ever were any ſuch things 
5 different Religions in the World, theſe are ſuch,and 
they are as Contrary to the Religion eſtabliſhed, and 
2ch to other as they are to Popery. 


Hitherto the Parliaments had always qualified that 
looſe general word, with ſuch terms as theſe, Eſtabliſhed, 
. or by Law Eſtabliſhed, or the like ; and ſometimes not 
ſo much as mentioned the Word Protzeſtaxt, which is ve= 


ry improperly affixed to any Party of the RE 
| | cli- 
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Religions of England, there being perhaps never a Zu. 
_ theran in Bngland, to take it ſtriftly. © 

But we ſhall ſee afterwards that it was not-a Caſual 
or Accidental omiſſion here, but as theſe Proteſtants at 
Large had advanced the greater part of theſe Commons 
into that high dignity, ſo they were reſolved, to lift 
them up above the Church and Laws by way'of Reward, 
tho the Peace of the Nation and the' Government were 
Ruined by it. =, fu 


The Second thing objeted was, That they Tacitly 
and Injuriouſly refleted upon His Majeſty in their Pre 
tences, That during the Receſs of Parliament, fever 
perſons had been terrified and diſcouraged from declaring 
their Knowledy of the Plot. As for the Receſſes, Pro- 
rogations and Difſoluttons of the Parliaments, they were 
apparently forced- upon the King much againſt his Will 
by the unreaſonable Heats, Feuds, and Irregularities of 
the Commons, and fo the King, was not to be blamed; 
and all-that would- Inform any thing concerning the 
Plott in theſe Intervals had been-as Kindly uſed by the 
King and Councel, as they could have been by the Par- 
liament. So that this was, as I ſaid, an Injurious Re- 
fletion upon His Majeſty and the' Government, and 
was an Argument of an 1}{ temper, and could: not but 
diſguſt his Majeſty. | 

Their limiting their Petition of Pardon to onely ſuch. 
perſons as made any Diſcovery to their Houſe, was lookt 
upon as much reſtrain'd; for if the Diſcovery were really 
and eftetually made, what matter was-it to what houſe 
or perſon it was made. But it may be this might notbe 
intended by them for any ſuch purpoſe as the limiting 
of the thing to then, tho in etie& it did fo, and there 
tore I ſhalEpaſs it over.. = 

From. 
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From: this Ad#reſ5 the- Houſe proceeded to the Yotes 


about the Petitions ; which-were as followeth. - 


Reſolved, Nemine Contradiceute. Which ſhewes the 
Strength of the party, and not the Conſent of the whole 
Houle, 7 : ; | Y | 
. That it is, and Ever hath been, the Undoubted Right 
of the Subjetts of England, to Petition the King for the 
Calling and Sitting of Parliaments, and Redreſſing of Grie= 
Vances. | 
Reſolved, N. C. - | 

That to tradace ſuch Petitioning (howſoever managed, 
for ſo it muſt Ngnifie, or elſe it will conclude nothing 
trom the Other as a Principle) as a Y7elation of Duty,and 
to repreſent it to his Majeſty as Tumultuous aud Seditious, 
i to betray the Liberty of the Subjeft, and Contributes to 
the Deſign of Subverting the Antient Legal Conſtitutions 
of this Kingdom, and introducing, Arbitrary Power. 


Ordered, | 

That a Committee be appointed to inquire of all ſuch 
_ as have offended againſt theſe Rights of the Sub- 
jets; X 

Reſolved, 

That an Addreſs be made to his Majeſty, declaring the 
Reſolution of this Houſe to Preſerve and Support the King's 
Perſon and Government, and the Proteſtant Raligion at 
bome and abroad. | | 


This laſt ſeemed to ſweeten the Crudity of the for- ; 
mer Yotes, and to Countenance and -Juſtifie-one of the 
greateſt diſorders that Contributed to the Ruine of his 
rather. TD "IF 5 

As to their firſt Yote, which is their Principle, it is 
I 2 granted 


grafted modo & forma as they have fet it down, 
But the Second is too general, and an: Undeniabte 
foundation for Rebellion, 'as hath been Experimented : 
for all the Controverſie was here about the manner of 
Petitioning, viz. Whether a few private men might 
agree upon a Petition, and then ſend Emiſſries abroad 
to procure Hundreds and Thouſands of Ignorant people 
to Subſcribe it, and then tender it to his Majeſty, as & 
were by the Number to fright him into a Complyance 
with them againſt his declared Reſolution to the Con- 
trary : if this might be allowed, the Liberty of the Sub- 
jet would ſoon eat up the Prerogative of the King, and 
diſorder this or any other Government in the World. 


In the Reign of Zexry the Seventh , one Thomas 
Flammock, a Lawyer, thought he could make a Rebel. 
lion and never break the Peace ; and the People of Cory- 
wall being, diſcontented about fome Subſidies granted 
to the King, he perſwades them that it was not good 
they ſhould ftand like Sheep before the Shearers,but put - 
on Harneſs and take Weapons in their hands: yet to do 
no Creature hurt, but go and deliver the King a Strom 
Petition, for the Laying down of thoſe grievous Pay- 
ments, and for the Puniſhment of thoſe that had given 
him that Counſel, and to make others beware how they 
did the like in time to come : And he faid for his part, 
He did not ſee how they could do the Duty of true Engliſh- 
men and good Liege-men, except they did deliver the 
King from ſuch Wicked ones, that would deſtroy both him 
ai the Country ; or in the Language of our dayes, - 
troduce Arbitrary Pawer. | | 
And accordinply t6000-men armed,, aſſembled, and 
marched from Coruwal to Black-Feath in Kent Modell- 
ly and Quietly enough, Except that at 7awnton in So- 

Z FE merſetſhire 
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werſetſhire they killed, in fury, an Officious and. Eager 
Commiſſjoner for the Subſidy, whom:they : called the 
Provoſt of Periz : but by that time they came at Black- 
Heath, they Threatned either to bid Battle to the King, 
( for now the Seas went higher than his Councellors) 
or to take Loxydon within his View ; imagining them- 
ſelves, there to find no lefs fear than wealth. And ac- 
cordingly they perſiſted, till the King having drawn ouc 
his Forces and Surrounded them, he fought them, and. 
killed 20000, and took all the reſt Priſoners. 


Now I would Know whether this Strong Petit;on was 
Juſtifiable, and. whether if any body in our dayes ſhould 
perſwade a-Number of Men to Act this over again, it 
would be an offence againſt the Rights of the Subjets, 
to abhor ſuch Petitianing as a-Violation of Nuty, and 
repreſent it to his Majeſty as Tumultuoys and Seditious, 
or rather plainly Rebellious ; and it would be worth the 
while to try whether Flammock's Strong Petition may 
not be Juſtified by theſe Yotes, as they now ſtand pen- 
ned : for it doth not appear that any ſort of Petition- 
ing whatſoever, may be oppoſed by the Yotes. 


' But it may ke replyed, That here were no men if 
Arms in the caſe of the Petition in hand ; but what then, 
if there ſhould be for the future, theſe Yores will Juſtify 
them too; for if the Peaple may Petition tor the Cllling, 
or Sitting of a Parliament, or Redrefling of Grievances. 
when and howſoever they pleaſe, and no man may hin- 
der them, then is Honeſt Old Father Flammock 8. Strong 
Petition, which was for the Redreſs of two Notable Grie» 


; vances, fairly Juſtifiable, if it were now to be a&ted over 


again : Bur if the People te allowed to Peticion,but not 
any way, it had been fit to have told-us,and then, _ 
; manner 


1 7 ; ( 40 ) | ; 
.manner of way they were allowed toPetition, as well 
as for what ; tor'that wasthe'inain thing in queſtion. 


- But ſeeing they were not ſo'kind to the People, I 
wall try if I cannot dire& them into a better courle the 
next time they ſhall have an Occaſion to Petition the 
King for the Caling and Sitting of Parliaments, and Re- 
dreſsing of Grievances. And to that purpoſe I will here 
inſert a whole 4 of Parliament. | 


XIII Car.,2. Cap. V- 


An A& againſt Tumults and Diſorders, upon 
pretence of Preparing or Preſenting Publick 
Petitions, or Addreſles ro His Majeſty or the 
Parliament. - Dn 


THEREAS it hath been found by Sad 
Experience, That Tumultuous and other Diſ- 

orderly Soliciting, and Procuring of Hands by pri- 
cvate perſons, to Petitions, Complaints, Remonſtran- 
ces and Declarations,and Other Addreſses to the King, 
or. both, or either Houſes of Parliament ; 1. For 4l- 
teration of Matters Eſtabliſhed by Law. 2. Redreſs 
of pretended Grievances in Charch or State : 3. Or 
other Publick Concerments, have been made uſe of, t0 
ſerve the ends of Faftious and Seditious perſons gotten - 
into power, to the Vielation of the Publick Peace, and 
ave been a great' means of the late Unhappy Wars, 
: S —_ Confuſzons 
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| Confuſtons and Calamities mn" this Nation. For prope 


venting the like Miſthiefs for the future,” 


Be it Enafed by the Kings Moſt Excellent Majeſty; 
by and with the Conſent of Jetoits & Commons aſſems 
bled in Partiament, and by the Aithority of the ſame, 
That no perſon or "perſons whatfoever, fhall from'antt 
after the Firſt of Auguſt One thonſand fix hundre4 
fixty and one, ſollicite, labour or procure the getting of 
Hands, or other C onſent of any perſons above the num- 
ber of Twenty or more, to Petition;Complaint, Re- 
monſtrance, any Declaration or other Addreſs.to 


the King,or both,or either Houſes of Parliaments foy 


alteration of Matters Eſtabliſhed by Law, in Church 
or State, Unleſs the Mattey thereof have been' firſt 
Conſented unto, and Grdered by Three or more Juſtices 
of the County, or by the Major part of the Grand Jury 
of the County, or Diviſion of the County, where the 
fame matter ſhall ariſe, at: their Publick 4ſSizes, or 
General Ouarter-Seſsions ;"-or if ariſing in London, 
by. the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons in Com: 
mon Councel aſſembled ; Aad that no perſon or per- 
ſons whatſoever ſhall: repair to bis. Majeſty, or bath or 
either of the Houſes of Parliament, upon pretence of 
preſenting, or delivering any Petition, Complaint, 
Remonttrance or Declaration, or other Addreſ- 
ſes, accompanied with Exceſsive Nambers: of: People, 
* not at any, one time above the number of Ten perſons, 
upon: 


® Becauſe. | 
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vpon pain of | Ticurring. 4 penalty. nat \exceeding the 
Sun of One. bundred poimds 'in Money, - and. Three 
Moneths Impriſonment without Bail or Mainpriſe for 
every offence, to be proſecuted at the Court of Kings» 
Bench, or at the Afſizes or. General Quarter-Sef- 
ſions, within Six Months after the Offence committed, 
and proved by two or more Credible Witneſſes. 

Provided always, That this At or any thing 
therein contained, ſhall not be Conſtrued to Extend to 
debar or binder any perſon or perſons, not exceeding 
the Number of Ten aforeſaid, to repreſent any publick 
or private Grievance or Complaint to any Member 
or Members of Parliament after his Eleftion, and du- 
ring the Continuance of the Parliament ,or to the Kings 
Majeſty, for any Remedy thereupan to be had, or to 
Extend to any Addreſs whatſoever to his MajeSty by 
all or any of the Members of both or either Houſes of 
Parlianient during the Sitting of the Parliament, but 
that they may enjoy their Freedom of Acceſs to his 
Majeſty as beretofore hath been uſed. 


Now had this AC of Parliament been purſued, I be- 
&eve there would have been no Controverſfie in this 
caſe'; and-there was great reaſon it ſhould, * By reaſon 
of the Unquietneſs of the Times, when every thing 
ſeemed to tend to the renewing of thoſe Calamities the 
AQ mentions in the Preface, and was made to pre- 
vent. 

| But ſuppoſing it had been never fo Regular, what 
. reaſon 
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reaſon can be aſſigned why one part of the People ſhould 
be freer to Petition for any thing, than the other was 
againſt it, if one party may for the inſtance Petition 
the King to change his Mind after he hath declared it in 
any caule, why 1s not the other part as free to deſire 
him not to change? now that which may ſeem a pub- 
lick Grzevaxce to one County or Place, may be a great 
Advantage to another, and they are totally debarred 
of all means of Maintaining their preſent advantage, if 
they may not Counter-Petition. | 


' But in this caſe here the perſons that Petitioned were 
private men, and contrary to the exprets Letter of this 
AQ, ſolicited hands in an irregular way ; and ſuch fort 
of hands, as beſides their Number, were of No Confide- 
ration ; for the directions that they ſent with the Peti- 
tions, were, That it mattered not whether they were 
Gentlemen, or ſo much as Free-holders, ſo they were 
' Numerous, Now let any man conſider whether it be 
reaſonable that a company of Rude Country Clowns,and 
a parcel of Pragmatical Apron-men, ſhould contrary to 
his Majeſty's Proclamation pretend themſelves wiſe 
enough to Adviſe his Majeſty when the Parliament 
ſhould Sit. But if it be alledged, That there were others 
beſides theſe: why were not thele totally lett out 2 why 
was there ſuch care that the Subſcriptions ſhould be 10 
Numerous 2 did theſe ſmall Folk add any weight to the 
Adviſe ? No ſurely. 


On the other Hand, they that appeared againſt them 
were Parliament-men themſelves, Juſtices ot the Peace, 
Grand Juries at Aſſizes and Seſſions, Common-Coun- 
c:ls and Magiſtrates in Corporations, men full as likely 
to Underſtand what was fit to be done, and as Unlikely 

; K to 
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to betray the true Liberties of the People on the one 
hand, or to invade the juſt Prerogatives of the Crown 
on the other ; but then theſe were men true to the Re. 
tigion and Government by Law eſtabliſhed; and the Pe. 
titioners were of the ſame fort, for the moſt part, with 
them that had brought on the former Calamities by this 
and other fuch ſpecious and popular pretences, to the 
ruine both of King and People, Prerogative and Liber- 
ty : and therefore the more juſtly ſuſpected to be play- 
ing over the Old Game. : 


Thus much may ſuffice concerning the Yotes ; And 
now let us fee how they proceeded againſt the pre- 
tended Offenders. And in the firſt place Sir Francis 
 Withens, a Member of their Houſe, being accuſed on this 
Account as an offender againſt the Rights of the Sub- 
je, who was not then preſent, It was 
Ordered, - 


That Notice ſhould be given him to attend in his place 
the next Morning, 


On Thurſday Oftober 2.8. 
Sir F. Wwhixs appearing in his place, It was ordered 
that the Clerk of the Peace for Weſtminſter ſhould attend 
the Houſe the next Morning at Ten of the Clock with 
the Roll of the Orders for the Laſt Eaſter Scflions for 
the City of Weſtminſter. 

Then they fell upon an Information which had been 
given the Houſe againſt Sir Robert Teomans of Briſtol, 
and Sir Robert Cann, a Member of the Houſe, That they 
did in Ofober 1679, Publickly declare, That there wa 
#6 Popiſh Plot, but a Presbyterian Plot. 

Which was atteſted againſt them by Mr. Row,Sword- 
Bearer of Brz/ol, and Sir Fobn Knizht a Memter of y 
, | Houſe 
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Houſe. Sir Robert Cann being to make his defence,Ut- | | 
' tered ſeveral Reproachtul and Reflecting words agaiuſt | 

Sir Fohn Knight, for which he was called to the Bar, and | 

received a Reprehenſion on his Knees, and then being 

ordered to withdraw, they Voted heſhould be commait- 

ted to the * Tower, and Expelled the Houſe ; and that * Where 

Sir Robert Teomans ſhould be ſent for in Cuſtody of the he lay till 


Serjcant attending their Houſe. the 8th of 
wy "0 ” . Novenb. & 


This weighty affair took up the whole day,and it had ——_ q 


been well ſpent, if the Popiſh Plot had been made one 
jot the plainer, or the Presbyterian Plot ever 10 little 
taken off by it ; but the World was fall as well fatified 
of the truth of the former before, notwithſtanding what 
theſe Gentlemen had ſaid to the Contrary; and much 
confirmed in the truth of the latter, by this Violent, if 
not Arbitrary way of proceeding againſt them. - 

For if thefe Gentlemen had offended againſt any 
Law, why were they not proſecuted ina Legal way, 
where they might have made a Legal defence,and have 
received a Legal Sentence 2 But here they had nothing 
but bare affirmations, without any witneſs to defend 
them ; and a Sentence founded upon this as ſharp, 
chargeable, and diſhonourable as was poſſible. If this be 
the Liberty of the Subject, and theſe men our defenders 
trom Arbitrary Government—— | 


On Friday Oftober 29. Sir George Downing having ob- 
tained Leave to bring in a Bill for wearing of the Wool- 
len Manufa&ture of Erg/and; The Houſe Ordered that 
Dr. Tongue ſhould be recommended to his Majeſty for 
the firſt Conſiderable Church-Preferment that ſhould 
happen to become void in the Kingdom. And then the 
Speaker Reported his Majeſty's Anſwer to the Addreſs 

K 2 Cons 
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eoncerning Pardons , which is recited above; which 
Anſwer was, - | 


Hat he did intend to dircd fuch a Pro. l:mationad 

was reſolved not onely to proſecute the Plot, but Po. 
pery alſo, and to take Care of the Proteſtant Relj- 
gion Eſtabliſhed by Law ; and if We joyn, and the Lower 
Houſe go on Calmly in their Debates, without heats, Fe 
did not doubt but to beat down Popery and all that belings 
#0 2t. . | 
This Anſwer will ftand upon Record againſt them, 
and Poſterity will certainly give them their due for 
Neglecting this Mild Admonition of this Meek Prince. 
But to go on, Mr. Harbord Reported the Addreſs for 
the Support of the King's Perſon and Government, and the 
Proteſtant Religion both at Fome and Abroad. Which 


was as followeth. 


TE Tour Majeffies moſt Dutiful and Obedient Sub- 

jetts the Commons in this preſent Parliament 

Affembled, Do with moſt Thankful Hearts Ac- 

knowledg, not Onely Tour Majeſties many former Royal 

* What Pro» Declarations of Tour Adherence to the * Proteſtant Re- 


reftant Rell. 1. . ; 
gion? why are ligion, in the Preſervation and Protettion thereof, but 


_ the words Tour further Manifeſtation of the ſame in Tcur Gracicus 
Hlilhed, = Speech to both Houſes at the Opening of this preſent Par- 
as well as in /iament, in which Tour Majeſty is pleaſed to Command us 
IS ftrifily and impartially to proſecute the Flerrid Popuſb 
Plot, without which we do fully aſſent to Tour Majeſlics- 
great Judgment, That neither Four Perſon nor Government 

can be Safe, nor your Proteſtant Subjetts, It Leing part of 

the very Religion of Popery, where #t can obtain, to Fx- 

tirpate all Proteſtants both Prince and People; which kath 

eanſed in the Times of Tour Royal Anceſtors ſince the Re- 

| | formations 
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formation, that great Care to oblige the Subjefts againſt 
their return to the Papal Toke, in the very ſame Oathes 
wherein they Swear Allzgtance to their Prince. And as 
Now the Eyes of all the Proteſtant Kingdoms and States 
abroad are upon us, and looking upon Tour Majeſty as the* 
Royal. FZead of ſo many Proteftant Countries, cannot but 
hop?, upon a Happy and Solid Security in our Religion at 
Home, That your Majeſty will be the greateſt Proteftion 
to them, from whom we may expett a Mutual Aſſiſtance, as 
being involved in the ſame Common Danger: So we do 
JumZty aſſure your MajeFty, That we fhall be always ready 
to preſerve your Majeſties Perſon and Government, and to 


Support the * Proteſtant Religion both at home and abroad: * what tha 
And do Flumbly beſeech your Majeſty, to Eſteem all per. Py Law Eſte- 
ſons whatſoever who ſhall otherwiſe repreſent Us to your an 


Majeſty, as thoſe who deſign to divide between the King and _— 


his People, and to defeat the Meeting and Sitting of Par- 
liaments, That thaſe Popiſh Defigns may ſucceed, which 
they well know cannot otherwiſe proſper. And this they 
have made Undeniably Evident in the Interval of Par- 
liaments, by Contriving, with unparallel'd Inſolexce,a moſt 
Damnable and Wicked Defign to transfer their own 
Crimes upon ſo many of your Majefties Loyal Proteſtant 
Nobility aud Gentry, hoping thereby to deſtroy thoſe who 
with the greateſt Leal ard Integrity endeavour to pro- 
fecute them. 


The EffeCt of this Specious Addreſs to polleſs the Peo- 
ple, what Stout Champions the Presbyterians are againſt 
Popery, and to Involve all tkzm that had appeared 
againſt them, as Papiſts or Favourers of Papiſts, and to 
let the World know what @ horrid opinion .they had of 
that Silly-umpoſſible-Meal-Tub-Sham Plot: And Cer- 
tainly the Popiſh Party were much to blame GIF 
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their Treaſons to the Presbyterians, who have too mz- 
ny of their own to anſwer for without this Accumula. 
tion of guilt from others Crimes. But as to their boaſt 
of their Great Zeal and JImtegrity in endeavouring to 
' proſecute the Popiſh Plot, we: ſhall be better able to 
judge of it in the Conclufion of this Seſsion of Parliz- 
ment. 

Then the Houſe Proceeded to Examine Sir Fraxci 
WWythens buſineſs, and it appearing by Witneſs and his 
own Confeſſion, that he had preſented an Azdreſs to his 
Majeſty, :expreſfling an Abhorrency to Petition his Ma- 
jeſty for the- Calling and Sitting of Parliaments, they 
Voted him a Betrayer of the Undoubted Rights of the 
Subje&s of England; and ordered him to be Expelle|] 
the Houſe for this High Crime, and to receive his Sen- 
tence at the Bar upon his Knees. 'Which he ſubmitted 
to. 

Obſerve how they miſrepreſent this Gentleman, the 
Addreſs he preſented was drawn by the Bench at Eaſter 
Seſſions for Wefiminfler, and related onely to that Pe- 
tition, and that Parliament, in thoſe Circumſtances ; 
now as they word the buſineſs, it muſt ſignify that the 
Addreſs was againſt AU Sorts of Petitions, for the Sit- 
ting of Parliaments, in the plural Number ; which. is 
foul play to miſrepreſent the Matter of fa&t in a thing 
ſo lately done and well Known to every body in the ve- 
ry place where they Sit : but it was neceſſary it ſhould 
be ſo worded, to Juſtify the Severity of the Houſe, if 
that would have done. 

This was the Second Member of Parliament they Ex- 
pelled in a way that was look't on as Arbitrary, and. 
unexampled ; and this was'the uſe they made of His 
Majeſties Advice to proceed Ca/mly, and without 
Feats. 0 

n 
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On Saturday the 30th of Qfober, 'They paſled a 
Vote, 2 
That the Yotes of their Houſe thould be Printed, Ze- 
ing firſt Peruſed and Signed by Mr. Speaker, who was to 
| Nominate and Appoint the perſons to Print the fame. 


From theſe Printed Yotes I have Extracted what hath 
gone before and ſhall follow after ; and to them I ap- 
peal for the truth of this Narrative of their Proceedings : 
and but for this Yote it might have been difficult to have 
known what they had done, ſo as to have charged 
them : By them alſo I have been encouraged to fpeak 
my Mind more freely of this, than of the former Par- 
laments ; for this Printing their Yotes could be defign- 
ed for Nothing but to enable the People to paſs a Judg- 
ment on their A*tions; one of which Number I am. 


Their next Yote was, That they would proceed to the 
full Examination of the Popiſh Plot, in crder to bring the 
Offenders to Fuſtice. | 

And then they Nominated a Committee to Inſpect 
the Journals of the Fwa laſt Parliaments; and Report 
_ proceedings relating to the Poptſh Plot ; and Or- 

ered. : 

An Addreſs to his Majeſty for the Letters, Papers and 
Evidences which have been delivered to the Privy Coun- 
ci] relating to the ſaid Plot. 

This Atternoon they Waited upon his Majeſty with 
their Addreſs for the Preſervation of hzs Perſon and Go- 
vernment,&c, 

On Munday the Firft day of November, Mr. Secretary - 
Jenkins told the Houſe, the Papers they had Addreſſed 
for, had been fent to the Committee of the Houſe of 
Lords for Examination of the P/o?, the 24th of Otober. 
The 
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"The Bill for wearing of Woollen, was alſo read and 
committed. 

'Then the Speaker Reported the King's Anſwer to their 
Addreſs for Preſervation of his Majeſties Perſon, and the 


Proteſtant Religion ; which was as tolloweth. 


| bp hank you wery heartily for your Zeal for the Pro. 
teſtant Religion: and I aſſure you there ſhall be me. 

thing wanting on my part at Home or Abroad to pre. 
ſerve 7t. 


Sir Francis Winuington Chairman of the Committee 
for Inſpeing the Journals of the Two laſt Parliaments 
concerning the Proceedings relating to the Popiſh Plot, 
reported a general abſtraCt of the ſame ; which was Or- 
dered to be perfected, and that they ſhould inſpeCt thoſe 
of the Houſe of Lords for the ſame time. 

Then one Zardwich a Linnen-Draper, being accuſed 
of ſome Miſdemeanors againſt one Seignior Franciſco, a 
Witneſs in the Popiſh Plot, was Ordered to be ſent for 
in Cuſtody of the Serjeant Attending their Houſe to an- 
ſwer the ſame. This was to puniſh a man betore they 
knew whether he were guilty or no, upon a bare Sug- 
geſtion. | | 


On Tueſday the 2% of November, A Bill for prohibit- 
ing _ Importation of 7riſhþ Cattel, was read and com- 
mitted. | 
And then one Harnage was ordered to be brought 
to the Bar for abuſing Franciſco Ferria. 

And then they Voted an Addreſs to his Majeſty for 
? pardon for Dangerfield, and that he would take 
him and Mr. Dugdale, Mr. Prance and this Seignior 
F. Fer ria into his Royal Care and ProteCtion. 5 

ut 
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But. theſe were-ſmall matters to what follow. 
Refolved Nemine Contradlicente, \ 0 1 
That the Dake of York's being a Papiſt, and the Fopes 
of his coming ſuch to the Crown, hath given the greateſt 
Countenance and Enconragement to the preſent Defigns and 
Conſpiracies againſt the King and Proteſtamt Religion. 


Reſolved, That in defence of the King's Perſon and Go- 
vernment, and of the Proteſtant Religion, this Houſe doth 
declare, That they will ſtand by his Majeſty with their 

. Lives and Fortunes, 'and-that if his Majafty ſhall come by 
any violent death, (which God forbid) they will Revenge it 
to the Uttermoſt upon the Papiſts. (who ever did it.) © 


Reſolved, | | 
That a Bill be. brought in to diſable the Duke of York 
to Inherit the Imperial Crown of this Realm. 


On Tueſday the 3% day of November, the Lords ſent 
.down an A they had paſſed for the better Regulating 
the Trials of the Peers of Zng/and, to which they defi- 
red the Concurrence of the Commons ; and it was read 
the fame day and committed. SENS 
Mr. Zarmage being then brought to the Bar,was con- 
tinued in Cuſtody of the Serjeant during the Pleaſure of 
the Houſe. Not one tittle being; inferted concerningithe 
Nature of his Miſdemeanor. EE. Y 
The Committee for Examination of the fournals 
were alſo appointed to inſpect the Impeachments againſt 
the Lords in the Tower, and the proceedings thereupon. 
And they were alſo to prepare Evidence-againſt the faid 
Lords. And in.the meantime they Forte ML 
' Reſolved Nemine Comtradlicente, ME NE 
That a Bill be brought in for the better Uniting, of. - 
L | is 
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his Majeſties Proteſtant Subjefs. This was now a New 
Name for a 7Toleration, as I will make it appear. - 


Ordered, © 
That Sir Tho. Whitegrave and Mr. Birch of Stafford 
Apothecary, and Lieutenant Ellis be ſent for in Cuſtody of 


the Serjeant, to anſwer to the Charge given againi} then 
by Mr. Dagdale. 


Ordered, 
That Herbert Herring Be ſent for in Cuftody,G&c. for 1 
, Notorious Breach of Priviledge by him committed 
againſt Mr. Co/t a Member of their Houſe ; No account 
how or when being given. | 

But Jeremiah Bubb was onely Summoned to appear 
at the: Bar to anſwer for a Breach of Priviledge commit- 
ted againſt Mr. Colr. 

The Bill for Prohibiting the Importation of 7riſþ 
Cattel was read the ſecond time, and. committed. 

And Leave was given to bring ina Bill for the Ex- 
portation of Leather. > 


On Thurſday the 4th of November the faid Bill was 
read the firſt time,. and Ordered a ſecond reading. 

And then Mr. Secretary Fenkins Reported his Ma- 
jeſty's Anſwer concerning the Informers againſt the 


_— Plot ; which was, Zhat Care had, and ſhould be 
taken of them.. 


Ordered, 

Fhat a Committee be appointed to inſpeft the AQ intr 
txled, Trade Encouraged, made in the 15th Tear of his 
Majeſties Reign, and to bring in a Bill for probibiting of 
Scotch Cattel at certain Szaſons.. 4 

And 
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And then after ſome Debates and Votes concerning 
Eleions, of which I ſhall take no Notice, 

The Bull for diſabling the D. of Tork to Inherit, was 
read the firſt time and committed. 0 


_ Ordered, Re , 

That a Committee be appointed to Inſpet the Laws that 
are in being, touching the Maintenance of the Poor ; aud to 
tring in a Bill or Bills for Regulating and preventing the 
encreaſe of the Poor in this Kingdom. 


On Saturday the 6th of November it was Ordered, That 
a Committee be appointed to Tnſpeft the Law concerning the 
Anniverſary Reading of the Narrative of the Gunpowder- 
Plot in Churches, on every Fifth day NN —_ and to 
Report the ſame to the Houſe. 


| Reſolved N. C. That it u the Opinion of this Houſe, 
That the Afts of Parliament made in the Reigns of (Queen 
Elizabeth and King Jame< aganſt Popiſh Recuſants, Ought 
not to be Extended againft Proteſtant Diſſenters, 


It would have'been well if we had been told why 
they ought not to be Extended to all that break them, 
one as well as another. And then how it ſhould be poſ- 
ſible to diſtinguiſh theſe two Sorts of offenders one from 
the other, the offence being Exactly the ſame, tho the 
cauſe be a little different : And then thirdly, if a Bill had 
been brought in for that purpoſe, for the Votes of the 
Houſe of Commons are no binding Expoſitions of Law, 
nor I hope never will be. Laſtly, this Vote was need- 
leſs, if the Bill of 2/»/ox went on ; and to no purpoſe if 
it did not ; as I ſuppoſe they underſtand Now. 


L 2 Ordered, 
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Qrdered, | oe 2s | 
hat a Committee be appainted to prepare and bring is 
a: Bill for 'Repeal of all, or any part of the Alt of Parlia- 
ment made in the 35th Tear of the Reign of Queen Fliz, 
Cap.1. Priuted in the Statute Book of Pulton. 


Ly 
» # 


- "This was a fevere Act againſt the Diſſenters,aod they 
were Now to be Countenanced and Encouraged to the 
utmoſt ; for what end and purpole is noe difficult tobe 
_ gueſſed, by their Infolence againſt the King and Go- 
vernment. | 
A Bill for Exportation of Cloth and other Woollen 

Manufactures into 7urkey was read the firſt time and 
committed. | 

- The Bill to difable the Duke of 7oxk was read: the Se- 
cond time, and committed to a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, with a Reſolution declared that it ſhould Ex- 
tend to-the Perſon of the Duke of 7ork Onely ; and that 
Committee was appointed on the next Manday Mort- 
ing at Ten of the Clock : And accordingly it was that 
day Debated, and ſome Clauſes added to it. 


On Tueſday the Ninth of November his Majcſty ſent 
the Commons another Meſſage by Mr. Secretary Jen- 
Kins, Which was as followeth. 


CHARLES K. -. = 
| Ps Majeſty deſeres this FJouſe, as. well for thi 


"| Satisfadtion of his People as of Himelf, to 
Expedite ſuch Matters. as are depending before them, 
relating to aper'y, and the Plot ; and wonld have 
them reſt aſſured, "That all Remedies they can tender, 

os ies 


0 
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to bis Majeſty, conducing to thoſe Ends, ſhall be <very 
acceptable | to him ; Provided: they be fuch as may 
Confiſt with preſerving the Succeſſion of the Crown in 
its Due and Legal Courſe of Deſcent. 


On Wedneſday the 10th of November, A Bill for Re- 
gulating the Elections of Members. to. Serve, in. Parlia- 
ment for. the Houſe of Commons, was read the farit 
time, and ordered to be read the ſecond time. 

And the ſame day the Bill for prohibiting the Impor- 
tation of 7ri/þ Cattel was read the third timeand palled, 
and feat vp to the Lords. 7 +; 

Now let. the Reader obſerve, there was not one Pub- 
lick Bill paſſed through the Houſe of Commons in all 
this time, but this ; and yet no Bill was more oppoſed 
than this : but. here-the. priyate Concerns,of the North 
and Weſt Country Gentlemen were Engaged ,. and 
therefore they carried it on Might and Main againſt all 
oppoſition ; but as for any Bills againſt Popery, they 
took no care ar thought : tor that againſt the Duke of 
Tork may perhaps be made to appear to be of another 
Nature then was pretended, and rather againſt any 
thing then Poperya | 

The ſame day the Fords ſent down $0 the Commons 
a Bill which they had paſled, for Freeing the City of 
Londen, and his Majeſty's Court and the Parts adjacent, 
irom Popiſh Inhakitants, and providing againſt; other 
Pangers which may. ariſe from Papiſts.. To which they 
defired their Concurrence. 


- Note, That, this, Bill-had been ſent down from the 

Lords. before, and the Commans had loſt the apportu-. 

nity of palling it, as you will ſee they: will in Kug:,aelk 
| | ion 
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ſion alſo, tho there were Tragical repreſentations made 
of the Danger the City and Nation were in from the 
Vaſt Numbers of them which were Seated in and about 
the City of Londox: The truth is, it was not conve- 
nient to looſe any thing that might ſerve to fright the 
People, and much better to have Papiſts in. Loxdor for 
that purpoſe, than to have them ſent elſewhere,and looſe 
the means of Fermenting the Rabble. But if men were 
not as willing to be or at leaſt ſeem to be cheated, as 
others are to delude them, they would ſoon perceive 
whoſe intereſt it is to keep them in' Fears and Jealou- 
Ges, and after diſcharge their Bug-bears, or turn their 
rage another way. _ | 

The ſame day they Voted an Addreſs to his Majeſty, 
in anſwer to his laſt Meſſage. 

And that they would proceed in the proſecution of 
the Lords in the Tower,beginning with W:/1;am Viſcount 
Stafford. | Pn 

On Thurſday the 11th of November, 1680. 

A Bill to prevent the offences of Bribery, and Debau- 
chery, in EleCtions of Members to Serve in the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament, was Read the firſt time, and or: 
dered to be read again the Monday following, with the 
Bill for* Regulating EleFtions of Members to Serve in 
the ſaid Houſe, formerly mentioned. | 

This day the Bill againſt the Duke of 7ork was read 
the third time, and paſſed ; The Title whereof was re- 
ſolved: tobe, 4» Ad for Securing of the Proteſtant Re- 
 ligion, by Diſabling James Duke of York to Inherit the 
Imperial Crown. of England aud Ireland, and the Domini- 
ons and Territories thereunto belonging. And it was 0r- 
- dered that the Lord Ruſſel ſhould carry it up to the 
- Lords, for their Concurrence. - « 

c 
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The Bill ſent down by the Lords for Freeing: the Ciry 
of London from Popiſh Recuſants, was read the. firſt 
time on Friday, and Ordered a ſecond reading. in a full 
Houſe. | 


This day the Commons ſent a Meſſage to the: Lords, 


to Acquaint them with their Intentions to: begin with 
the Viſcount Stafford, and to deſire them to appoint a 


Convenient time for the Tryal, and that the Lords in 


the Tower might be Confined and kept from holding 
Correſpondence with one another, as perſons impeached 
and committed for High Treaſon by Law ought to 


be. 

The Lords anſwered," As to the latter part of this 
Meſſage, They had taken Care already in it ; and as to 
zhe former, They appointed Tueſday the Thirtieth day of 
the ſame Moneth. 

And they further reſolved to Addreſs to his Majeſt 
for a Sum of Money. for defraying the Charges of Sum- 
moning of Witneſſes and other Expences Incident to the 
Proſecution and Tryals of the Lords in the Tower , and 
appointed Mr. Charles Clare to Receive and Expend the 
- fame; for which purpoſe his Majeſty gave Order that 
100 |. ſhould be Iflued out of the Exchequer. 


On Saturday the 1 3th of November, 
Sir Robert Teomans Feing upon his owa Petition called 
to-the Bar, he Acknowledged his offence, and. was or- 
dered to: receive the: Cenſure of: the Houſe upon his. 
Knees ;- to which, he ſubmitted, and was diſcharged, pay- 
ing his Fees. | | —_ 
The Lords returned:theBull againſt Importing of rſh: 
Cattel agreed to Commons:the ſame day... | 
The City of London having Petitioned: the Houſe 
againſt. Sir George Feffereys their Recorder,. and it. be- 
18. 


12. Nov. 
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ng referred to a Contumittce, they paſſed this Vote, 


: Refolved, 

| That this Comtwittee is of Opinion, That by the Evi. + 
dence given to this Committee, it does appear that Sir 
George R— Recorder of the City af: Lohdon, by 
traducing and obſtrutting Petitioning for the Sitting © of 
This Parliament, hath betrayed the Rights of the $ 

tett. 

To which the Houſe agreed, and Ordered, 7 hat- an 
Flumble Addreſs be made tothis Majeſty, to remove bim 
out of allPublick Ofices; and appointed a Committee to 
draw up the ſame. As if it had been likely his Majeſty 
would have fo far complyed with them, as to have pu- 
niſhed the Recorder for obeying his Laws and Procla- 
mation, againſt a Turnultuous and: Seditious Sort, ot 
men. 

[ But however his Majeſty might AQ; they had another 

aim inthis, i for they Voted, That the. Members of their 
Houſe that Served for the City of London, ſhould commu- 
wicate this Vote and Reſolution of their Honuſe,to the Court 
of Aldermen for the City of London. 

This: was :a ſure; way to beſpeak a Party in the City 
to Joyn with the Houſe againſt the Abhorrers. | 

They further Ordered, That this Committce ſhould 
enquire into all ſuch perſons as have been Adviſing, or 

Promoting of the late Proclamation, ſtiled, 4 Proclams- 
tion againſt Tumultubus Petitioning<-. 

_ Thus having paſkd thus far without any theck from 
any perſon, they thought they might proceed as-fartur- 
ther as they wa. eaſed. And it 1s very probable that they 
were ſpurred ;on to this by.their Friends and Enemies ; 
the one deſigning. 'to mmke: them Terrible ; and the 
other, being willing to:make them Hated. However, 
I am ſure they they became more hated thanfeared 9 
this and many other ſuch proceedings. 


s, = 

As the Parliament, that is, the Commons, Courted 
the City, ſo the City was.as kind. to. them, and Calling 
a Common Councel, Voted an 'Addreſs to his Majeſty 
to declare their Loyalty ; and to Petition him that the 
Parliament might Sit until Proteſtantiſme was Secured ; 
I believe they might mean innocently, tho I am well 
Secured that this would have-perpetuated 'them tothe 
End of the World, if ſome amongſt them might have 
_——_ of the time when this great work was per- 
eted. | 

But this did not Edify with his Majeſty, who pene- 
trated to the bottom of theſe little Projefts, and was not 
over-pleaſed with this Correſpondency betwixt this and 
the Commons, remembring what ill effe&ts this Con- 
juntion had in the Reign of his Father, So he Adviſed 
the Common-Councel to meddle with thoſe things that 
lay before them, and aſſuring them, That he would La- 
bour to maintain the Proteſtant Religion as it was Eſta- 
bliſhed by Law; (which was more than they defired,) he 
diſmiſſed them. | 


On Munday the 15th day of November. : 

A Bill againſt the Importation of Cattel from Scotland 
was Read the firſt time, and Ordered a Second Reading 
the Saturday ſollowing at Ten of the Clock. 

This day was delivered the following Meſſage to the 
Commons, ' | CAN | 


CHARLES R. 


HF” S Majeſty did in his Speech, at the Opening 
L 1 of this Seſſion of Parliament, defire your Ad- 
vice and Aſſiſtance, in relation to Tm 

M the 
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the Condition and Importance of the Place obliges his 
Majefty to put this Houſe in mind again, That He 
relies upon them for the Support of it, without which 
it cannot be much longer preſerved. His Majeſty 
doth therefore Earneſtly Recommend Tangier again 
zo the due and ſpeedy Conſideration and Care of this 


Houſe, 


A Debate thereupon ariſing in the Houſe, . they Vo. 
ted, That they would preceed in the Conſideration of this 
. Meſoge the next Wedneſday Morning at Ten of the 
- = 

A. Bill ſent down from the Lords, Intituled, 4» 44 
for the better Regulating the Tryals of the Peers of En- 
gland, was Read the Second time,and Committed upon the 
Debate of the Houſe. | 

This day the Bill for Diſabling the Duke of 7ork was 
Read the firſt time in the Houſe of Peers ; and the que- 
ſtion being put, Whether it ſhould be read again 2 the 
Houſe divided. | | 
bet Noes, 63. 

Teas, 3O. 

So it was Thrown out; the Biſhops all appearing 
againſt the Bill, Except three, for which ſome of the 
Commons Refle&ted upon them, with great Liberty, as 
if no body could be tor the Duke but he muſt be for 
Popery. 

The Houſe of Commons taking notice of this, were 
ſo diſcompoſed, that they Adjourned themſelves on 
Tueſday Morning, and did nothing that day. _ 

And the day.following meeting, in a very bad and dif- 
contented humour, and taking into Conſideration the? 

Meſſage 


* 
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Meſſage about Tangzer, They Reſolved upon an Addreſs 
to his Majeſty upon the Debate of the Houfe, Humbly 
repreſenting to him the dangerous State and Condition 
of the Kingdom. s a 
And then it appearing that George Earl of Hallifax 
had been very Active in the Houſe of Lords againſt the 


Bill for Diſ-inheriting the Duke, they Reſolved alſo 


upon another Addreſs to his Majeſty, to remove'the 
Earl from his Majzſties Preſence and Councils for Ever. 
And this was all they did the Second day after. The 
Houſe being in a perfe& Fret, and the Country-Party 
Heating themſelves by their Speeches to that height, 
they were ſcarce able to Conſider what was fit to be faid 
or asked. 

And now that the Peers of England have paſſed their 
Judgment concerning this Bill, 1 will add ſome ſhort 
Refleftions upon the Bill, which I ſhall ſhall ſubmit to 
my Reader, as it is fit I ſhould. 

Firſt, Then, I do acknowledg it is a great affliction 
to any ProteFtant Country to fall into the Hands of a 
Popiſh Prince; and worſe for Eng/and then for moſt 
other, becauſe of the great and implacable Malice the 
Jeſuits and the whole Church of Rowe have ever born to 
| the Religion Eſtabliſhed amongſt us, which is more eaſ1- 
ly defended againſt them, then any other Reformed 
Church, as being founded upon greater Antiquity, and 
more conformable to the Primitive Church of the Three 
or Four firſt Centuries, then either the Church of Rome, 
or any of the Reformed Churches in theſe We/tern Parts 
of the World : and therefore they of the Church of Rome 
Have left no ſtone unturned, to Subvert her, imploy- 
ing all their own Wit and Power againſt her ever ſince 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth began ; and ſticking nei- 
ther at Perjury, Treaſon, Murther, nor any other Villa- 

| M 2z ny 
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ny that they thought might conduce to that End : and 
when God had by his Gracious Providence defeated all 
theſe their Damnable Projects, They Transformed them. 
ſelves into the ſhapes of our own Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
and fo promoted a Rebellion which ended in the feem- 
ing Ruine of this Religion and Government, to their 
mighty Content and SatisfaCtion ; but tho his Majeſty 
at his Return re-ſettled this Church, yet they did not 
give oyer, but by a Tolcration by ſpreading Pamphlets 
written in the Stile of the Diſſenters, and ſo very ac-' 
ceptable to them, by diſcouraging all that oppoſed our 
| Inteſtine Diviſions, and a multitude of fuch other trauds, 
they have in Twenty Years time ſo fhaken her founds- 
tions again, that his Majeſty can hardly now preſerve 
and uphold her againſt the Popiſh Party on the one hand, 

and the Diſſenters on the other. 

So that if this poor perſecuted Church ſhould fall in- 
to the hands of a Prince of their Communion, She is to 
Expect whatever the moft Enraged Malice armed with 
his Authority, can inflict upon her, and She hath all the 
reaſon in the world to expeCt the Diſſenters will joyn 
with them to afflidt and ruine her. Not out of any 
Kindneſs to Popery, but out of an implacable hatred 
they two have Conceived againſt her. So that I muſt 
and will Conclude the Church of E»g/and hath the 
greateſt reaſon in the world todread that day that ſhall 
put her into ſuch hands. : 

But yet ſtill with this limitation notwithſtanding, 
that by Avoiding one Miſchief, ſhe ſhould not plunge 
her Self into a greater ; that is, by flying a-Perfecution 
from men, to fall into aRebellion againſt her God and 
Saviour, by whoſe Providence Kings and Princes ( 0i 
what Religion ſoever they be) rule; and by whom they 
have in all Ages been fo Ordered, Diſpoſed and Govern- 
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ed, as He in his Divine and Holy Wiſdom Saw moſt 
Expedient for the Proſperity or Chaſtiſement of his 
Church, to the greater encreaſe of her Glory and Hap- 
pinels in the world to come. 


Two things I will ay down as Undoubted Rules or 
Maximes. 

1. That the Kingdom of Ezg/and is an Hereditary 
Kingdom or Monarchy, which for many Apes hath 
gone to the Next Heirs, be they Males or Females, of 
the Blood Royal ; without any Eleftion or Conſent of 
the People, otherwiſe then by acknowledging their 
Lawful Right derived from God, by their Blood to 
them. 

The Second is, That this Hereditary Monarchy was 
ſt up at firſt, and hath been ſince upheld and main- 
tained by the Providence of God. 

From which two I will infer this Concluſion, That 
who ever ſhall attempt to alter this Right of Succeſ- 
ſion without a manifeſt revelation, (which is not now 
to be expected) is a Notorious Uſurper upon the Right 
of the Perſon who is to Succeed, be the pretence for it 
what it will ; and a Rebel againſt that Providence which 
gave him that Right. 

Nor will all the Antient Rebelhions, Uſurpations and 
Diſorders, which have hapned in this Kingdom, Julltify 
them that ſhall begin them again. 

Now if it ſhould pleaſe God ſo to order it, that the 
Duke ſhould at his Majeſties Death be the Next Heir 
to his Crown ; I cannot fee how any humane Power 
thall prevent his Succeſſion to it, but by encroaching. 
upon his Right, and by retelling againſt the Divine 
Providence that gave 1t-to him. 


<a 
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So that be the Inconveniences that ſhall fellow upon 
ſuch a Succeſſion what they will or can be, we muſt 
ſubmit to them upon pain of Rebellion againſt both 
God and his Anointed our Lawtul Prince. And then 
let any man be judge whether it is better to fall into 
the Hands of a Popiſh Prince, or into the Hands of an 
Angry God, who is a Conſuming fire ; and who is not 
bound by any Ac of Parliament trom affliaifig a Sinful 


_ and Rebellious People. 


The Oath of 


Supremacy. 


So tho the Church of Eng/and hath all the reaſon in 
the world to dread fuch a Prince, yet ſhe will have 
greater reaſon to dread a Rebellion againſt him, becauſe 
it runs her upon the Divine Vengeance, and is direQly 
contrary to her Principles, and the PraCtiſe of the Apo- 
{tles and Primitive Church, and is plain down-right 
Popery. So that I conclude Neither She nor any of her 
Children, will be guilty of it, come what will come. 

But this 1s not all, we are already Sworn to Bear 
Faith and true Allegiance to the Kings Highneſs, His 
Heirs and Lawful Succeſlors, and that to our power 
we ſhall aſſiſt and defend all Juriſdiction, Priviledges, 
Pre-Eminences and Authorities granted or kelonging 
to the Kings Highneſs, his Heirs and Lawful yy 
or United and Annexed to the Imperial Crown of this 
Realm; of which that of an hereditary Succeſſion 1s one 
of the principal; and we are Sworn not onely to his 
Majeſty, (whom God Long Continue) but alſo to his 
Lawtul Succefſors : with which Oath none but they 
that have that Right can diſpence ; for this being a pro- 
mitlory Oath made to them as well as him, wu hen their 
Rights ſhall fall, his Majeſty cannot remit their Right, 
nor any of them anothers; but they have Every of them 
in their reſpeCive degrees and orders an indiſpenſable 
Right confirmed to them by this Oath. Nor _ 

they 
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they ceaſe to be Lawfal Succeſſors in the Sence of this 
Oath, tho a Law were made to prevent, bar, or cut off 
thzir Succeſſion ; becauſe all that is meant by the word 
Lawful, in this place, is to be underſtood by the common 
Rules of Succeſſion Settled by the Common Law of 
England; wiz, the Eldeſt Son or Daughter before a 
Younger of the ſame Sex, &c. Now if his Majeſty 
cannot do it, much leſs can the Lords or Commons do 
it, becauſe they areall within the obligation of this 
Oath, and it 1s unreaſonable that men ſhould diſpence 
with their own promiſſory Oathes to others ; for this 
would deſtroy all Faith and Confidence among(t men, 
an] pull up the very Roots of all Society and Govern- 
ment. Nor can any man imagine that this Oath was 
made in favour of a Proteſtant Succeſſor only, #7. 8. be- 
ing a Popiſh Prince, in whoſe time it was Settled at firſt.” 
And the ſame in effe& is Sworn by the Oath of Alle- 
giance with this binding Clauſe, 7 do believe, and in 
my Conſcience am reſolved, that neithzr the Pope, nor any 
other Perſon whatſozver, hath power to abſolve me of this 
Oath or any part thereof, which I Acknowledge by good 
and full Authority to be lawfully Miniſtred urto me. And 
by this Oath we are alſo bound to bear Faith and true 
Allegiance (not onely) to his Majeſty, (but to) bis Heirs 
and Succeſſors, and Him and Them to Defend to the 
Utmoſt of our power, &c. Which is to be underſtood 
according to their ſeveral and reſpetive Rights, and 
at ſuch times as they ſhall grow and accrew to them and 
every of them. And altho this Oath was Introduced 
by a Proteſtant Prince, yet is not made to him as a Pro- 
tefant, but as Lawful and Righttul King of this Realm; 
and who ever-is So, hath and muſt have Right to im- 
poſe it upon us, be his Religion what it will, So that 
belides the former Sin of Rebellion againſt the —_ 
cnce 
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dence of God, Here is an Apparent and Unavo'dable 
Perjury in this Caſe to Aggravate the other. And ſure- 
ly no good Religious man will run upon theſe two Hi. 
Jeous Sins deliberately, to avoid any temporal affliction 
- whatfoever. | 

So that were the Caſe juſt ſuch as it is repreſented by 
the Author of the Charatter of a Popiſh Succeſſor,It would 
not Juſtify the Excluding of ſuch a Succeſſor as he hath 
deſcribed, by Force and Arms, againſt his Right and our 
Oathes to the Contrary, tho we were never ſo certain 
to Succeed in the Attempt. But then that wicked man 
has moſt falſly repreſented things to us, and So as it is 
impoſſible they ſhould ever prove in the Event, if we 
do not give occaſion for it by an improſperous Rebel- 

lion ; nay I believe I may fay if we ſhould. 


' Firſt it is agreed by All the World, That there ate 


Ten Proteſtants for one Papiſt thro all the Dominions 
of England ; So that if ſuch a Succeſlor ſhould attempt 

to Extirpate them ; the bare refuſing to aid or aſliſt him 
in ſuch an enterprize, would render it impoſſible. 


Secondly, All our Laws are in favour of that Relr 
gion that is Eſtabliſhed, which could never be Repealed 
but in Parliament ; and it is morally impoſſible to have 
a Parliament the major. part of which will not be Pro- 
teſtants, who will never Conſent to ruine themſelves. 


Thirdly, The Revenue of ſuch a Prince will not bear 
the Charge of ſo great an Army as will be neceſſary to 
reduce the People to a Religion ſo generally deteſted and 
hated as this is. | 

In anſwer to this, there is Two things pretended. 
Furſt, That he may have Foraign Ayds; And non” 

a 
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That he will haye means to deter or allure many from 
the Proteſtant Religion to his own. | 


As to Foraign aſliſtances, no Prince will dare to ad- 
mit ſo many as ſhall totally over-power his own People, 
becauſe then they will be able to ruine him;as the Saxoxs 
_ did the Britains ; and he may be ſure they will do it. 
So that this is a ridiculous Suppoſition in a Prince of 
—_a_g Nation that hath No other Dominions but 
theſe. | | 


As to any Number of People that he may be able to 
bring over to his Religion, they will be very incon- 
ſiderable in proportion to thoſe that will never be 
brought over, tho we ſuppoſe the*' Number greater then 
it 1s like tobe; for that ſome men have got a way of 
Reproaching all they hate with the Name of Papi/ts, 
tecauſe there is none more hated than that ; yet even for 
that caſe the Number muſt be ſmall, being very unwil- 
ling to Liſt themſelves in a hated Party, Except they 
may have great Advantages by it; which-are not to be 
afforded to many(in proportion to the reſt) in one Kings 
Reign, in ſo ſmall a Kirigdom as Engl/and. 


Thirdly, The very attempting this with Force and 
Violence, will drive ſo many people out of the Nation, 
that the Prince will deſtroy both his Revenue, and Se- 
curity ; which we may believe no man will do for his 
on ſake. 

To this we may add, That it is three to one whether 
we have any ſuch Prince. Who but God can tell whe- 
ther ever the.Duke ſhall Survive his WWeſty. Whether, 
it he do, he ſhall be the Next Heir ; and whether, if he 
be So, his Intereſt, the Grace of God, or meer humane ' 

N Incon- 
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Inconſtaney, may-not wbrk upon hifrt to return to that 
Religion he was firſt: prineipl'd in, and for Which his 
Royal Father moſt Gloriouſly Laid down his Lite. 

Aid after all this, Suppoſing. he ſhould Succeed and 
be Zealous for his Religion, and Suppoſe that to be Po- 
pery ; there is no neceſlity that he muſt A all the worſt 
Principles of Popery to the Utmoſt degree. 'T am fure it 
is not uſual fo to do, tho the difficulty be not ſo great as 
here it will be. Wt - 

And after all, doth not the Providence of God govern 
the Popiſh as well as Proteſtant Princes? Is the Arm of 
the Almighty ſhortned that he can neither Deliver nor 
Support his Church ? or hath he forſaken her in her Old 
Age, who preſerved her with So much Care and Power 
in her Infancy under Heathen Princes for above Three 
hundred Years. 2 and under Arria» Princes( which were 
as bad as the worſt Papiſts) a long time after that. Do 
we believe this Proteſtant Religion is acceptabke to him 2 
Are the far greateſt part of them that profeſs it, Sincere 
or Falſe in their pretences 2? If all theſe be anſwered one 
way, we have Something to rely upon that is more 
Steady, than the Faith and Religion of Princes. Tf in the 
other, it will be but a folly to pretend to Secure by hu- 
mane Arts, that which God is reſolved to deſtroy. 

But the reaſon upon which the Bill of Excluſion is 
bnilr, is worſe than the thing. Firft they Vote, That 
the Dukes being a Papiſt, and the Hopes of his Coming 
ſuch to the Crown, hath given the greateſt Countenance 
and Encouragement to the preſent Defiens and Conſpiracits 
againſt the King and Proteſtant Religion. 

They Vote the Dzzke -a Papift, which is more than 
any man living Mn tell bat himſelf; and if it ſhould be 
 gratited that he 4s So, what then >: Then this hath given 

the greateſt Countenance and Encouragement 'to _ 
preſent 
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preſent Deſigns and Confpiracies againſt the King and 
Proteſtant Religion ; and then the Concluſion is, That 
therefore he mult be diſ-inherited.. To me it leems bet- 
ter Logick to ſay, Thea all poſſible Care and Art is to 
be imployed toreduce him back to our Church ; where- 
a5 this way of proceeding with him can end in nothing 
þut the enraging and exaſperating of him againſt the 
Proteſtant Religion. | 

But then the Duke's being a Papiſt hath not given * 
the greateſt, nor, if we may-believe Mr. Oates, hardly 


| any Encouragement to the Plor : for he tells us, that Article 60, 


when. he urged , That he. feared the Death of the Ki 

would ſcarely do the buſineſs and effett the Defizn, unleſs 
his R. HI. would pardon thoſe that did' the Fs 4 aud 
fland by them in it. Keines replyed, That the Duke was 
not the Strength of their Truſt ; for they had another way 
to effe} the ſetting up the C. R.&c. And if James did not 
Comply with them, to. pot he muſt go. alſo. And Article 
29. If the Duke ſhall ſet bis face is the leaſt meaſure to 


follow his Brothers foot-ſteps,his Paſsport was made to Lay 


him akeep. And Article 24. They the Jefuits aver, That 
altho the Duke was a geod Catholigue, yet he had a tender 
affelion for the King, aud would ſcarcely be. engaged in 
that Concern; and if they ſhould once intimate theer De- 
figns and Purpoſes unto him, they might not onely be fru- 
ſtrated of their Deſign, but alſs might loſe his Favour. 
Art. 16. He faith he putting this queſtion, What if the 


Dake ſhould prove Slippery > They replyed, Hu Pafsport 


was ready when ever he ſhould Appear to fail them. And 
page the 64. He tells us, He (the Pope) bath ordered, 
That in caſe the D. of York will #ot accept theſe Crowns 


a forfeited by his Brother unto the Pope, as of b1s Gift, 


and ſettle ſuch Prelates and Dignities 'm the Church, aud 
ſuch Officers in Commands aud Places Civil, Naval, and 
N 2 Mili- 
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Military, as he hath Commiſſoned, Extifhape the "Pro: 
reſtant Religion, and in order thereunto Ex: poſt facto, 
Conſent the Aſſaſſination of the King his Brather, Maſſacre 
of his Proteftant Subjefts, Firing of his T owns,Sc. by Par- 
doning of the Aſſaſsins, Murtherers and Tncendiaries,that 
then he alſo be Poyſoned or deſtroyed, after they have for ' 
ſome time abuſed his Name and Title to Strengthen their 
Plot,&'c. All which Paſſages in his and other of the Nar- 
ratives ſhew plainly the D. being a Papiſt was not the 
greater, nay it was hardly any encouragement to the 
Plot: and tho ſome of them have gone farther than 
Mr. Oates, yet that ſhews the Jeſuits had different opi- 
nions of His R. Highneſs ; and therefore had no aſſu- 
rance : but if the P/o# upon the Life of the King had 
ſucceeded, he might have revenged it upon them tho tre 
were of their Religion as they believed. 

But becauſe theſe things may be diſputed both ways, 
Suppoſe I fhould grant the Hopes of his Coming a Pa- 
piſt to the Crown, did really give the greateſt Encou. 
ragement to the Plot ; will dif-inheriting him defeat 
thoſe hopes > No, but it will rather whet them on to 
do their utmoſt to Murther the King to prevent or re- 
venge that injury to the Duke : and of this the Houfe 
was ſo ſenſible, that the ſame day they paſkd' this. 
Pote, they Added to it this that followes. 


Reſolved N. C.. | 
That in Defence of the Kings Perſon and Government,. 
and of the Proteftant Religion, this Houſe doth declare, 
That they will Stand by His Majeſty with their Lives 
and Fortunes ; and that if his Majeſty ſhall come by any 
Violent Death, (which God forbid) they will revenge it to 
the Utmoſt upon the Papiſes: 


= , or 
- % . ? 
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_ This fatter Vote they have annexed to the former 
every time 'they have paſſed it, which ſhews they: are 
fenſtble Revenge and Deſpair are full as likely to puſh 
them on, as Hope, to this Horrid attempt: and in that 
caſe this Vote will never hinder them, but it may en- 
courage the Scorch Aſſaſſins to do it if they'can; Knows 
ing the Papiſts are to Suffer, who ever doth the fact. 

So that to me it ſeems the Reaſons upon which the 
Bill is founded, are weak and unconcluding, and that 
no Malice could have Contrived a more eftectual way 
to haſten thoſe Calamities upon us it pretends to pre- 
vent, and to aſcertain- what is full: as likely never to 
happen without it. Ty 

SoI conclude the Lords did well and wiſely in re- 
ealing the Bill, and the Biſhops in joyning with- them 
oto do. RT OR FeAl 

And now I will proceed with the reſt of the Yotes, 
having made this ſhort Digreſſion to Expreſs my 
thoughts on this great affair, which I ſubmit to the 
Judgment of wiſer men; and- ſhall willingly retract 
or amend any thing if I havecerred ; for I ſeek nothing 
by all this but the Peace and- Proſperity of my Coun- 
try, | 

"There being little done of importance-on Thurſday 
the 18:h day of November, the next day the Commens 
tell upon the buſineſs of the Abhorrers of the Petitions; 
and began with the Grand-Juries for the Counties of 
Somerſet and Devon , which had both deteſted and ab- 
horred the ſaid Tumultuous Petition. So they Ordered, 
That Sir G:/es Philips and William Coleman, being the 
Fore-men of the ſaid Grand-Furies, ſhould be ſent tor in 
Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms attending their Houſe, ' 
to anſwer at .the Bar of.thetr-Houſe,. for: Breach of Pri- 
vikedge by them committed againſt their Z7ou/e. _ 

Ore 
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. - Before in Sir George Jefereys Cale, it was, for betray: 
1ng the Rights: of f Fs 144 and Now *tis "Hoa 
Priviledge of Parliament for the People to Petition: by 
Hundreds and Thouſands for the Sitting of a Parliz- 
ment. At this rate of Proceeding, there will be Privi- 
ledges of Parliament enough at laſt. .- 

At the fame time they ordered Captain William Caſtl: 
and Mr.'Fohn Hutchinſon, and Mr. Henry Walrond, the 
two laſt being of the ſaid Grand-Jurtes, to be Sent for in 
Cuſtody too. So this was a pretty handſom begin- 
ing, | | 
But the next day they found that Mr.William Stawel 
was Fore-man for the Grand-Jury for Deven, and not 
Mr. Coleman, fo they ordered his Name to be put. out 
of the Warrant, and Mr. Stawe//s to be put..in. This 
| _ with what heat and haſte they managed this 

affair. - + nn 

But why ſhould the Fore-men of the .Grand-Juries be 
ſent for, rather than all or any of the reſt ; the Fore- 
man having no more Authority than the Laſt man, nor 
being any way inabled by his place to Help or Hinder 
any thing, but being Concluded by the Major part, be 
his own Opinion what it will 2 but they could not tell 
who promoted this aftair,and therefore Right orWrong, 
Singled them out to be made Examples , not think- 
ing it convenient to ſend for the whole Number, who 
yet, were puniſhed in theſe ; and not only they that 
ſuffered, but every Gentleman in the Natioa ſufterd in 
them ; their Liberties being at the Mercy of every Cor- 
poration, who when they pleaſe may ſend Taylors, 
. Grocers,Gc. to enjoy theſe exorbitant priviledges, and 
Send for the beſt Knights and: Gentlemen in Eng/and, 
For not, having payd reſpects great enough to them. 


The 


. 
| 
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. The Bill of Importation of Cattel from. Scotland was 


read the ſecond time, and Committed. 

Then they: proceeded in the buſineſs of the Abborrers, 
and Voted, That one 7homas Herbert Eſq; ſhould be 
ſent for in Cuſtody, for proſecuting Feb Arvold Eſq; 
at the Council Table, for promoting the ſaid Petition, 
and procuring Subſcriptions. 

. To him they added Sir Thomas Holt,Serjeant at Law, 
and Mr. Thomas Staples, as Betrayers of the Liberties of 
the Subject. : 

The fame day one Ed was diſcharged out of Cuſto- 
dy ; who had been taken for not Making a good Search 
for Arms at the Lord A/ton's Houſe at Taxe/l in Stafford» 


frire. Notice being taken that he was a Sober J920- 


teſtant, (what that means I owſt leave to my Reader ; 
for I never heard that any ſort of Proteſtants made Drun- 
kenneſs, or Debauchery, or any other ſort of Inſobricty 
a part of Proteſtantiſme, and I ſhould have liked it better 
if it had been a Canfiding Yan,) and an Enemy to the 
Popiſh FaCtion : Ir were worth the while to enquire 
how he flood afieted tothe Puritan Fation.. © 


On Murday the 2.2 of November, | 

Two Bills for Regulating:EleQtions were read the ſe- 
cond time, and Committed to a Committee to unite or 
divide them as they ſhould ſee cauſe. 

The day following Sir Zhomas #e/t petitioning the 
Houſe, was called in and Cenſured upon his-Knees, and: 
Diſcharged. T 

The tame day a further Addreſs was Yoted, v0 Peti- 
tion his Majeſty to remit a Fine of 500]. that had teen: 
ſet upon Mr. Benjamin Harris, for Printing Seditious 
Libels. 'Sach zen were not to he diſcouraged, in an; 
Age when. fo few were to be found , who vn i 
| ertake 
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dertake. that dangerous Imployment for the gocd ofthe 
Nation. | '- | Fs MOT gs 
. The'fame day a Bill was brought in for Repeal of an 

ACT mad: inthe 35 of Eliz. Cap. 1. Againſt Seditious 
and Diſloyal Sectaries and Conventicles ; this Bill pal. 
_ {kd both Houſes,but was taken away, before it was Sign- 
ed by the King. So that Statute Eſcaped then ;' to the 
terror of thoſe Proteſtants. p 

There having been _a deſign to Indi the Duke of 
Tork for a Popiſh Recufant in 7rinity Term this Year, 
and the fame being prevented by the Court of ings. 
Benches diſcharging the Grand-Jury before they had 
found the ſame, - the Houſe made this Yoze, - +1 

That the diſcharging of a Grand-Jury by any Judge be 
fore the end of the Term, Aſsizes or Seſs10us, whileſt 
Matters are under their Conſideration, and Not preſented, 
is Arbitrary, Nilegal and Deſtruittive to publick Fuitice, a 
manifeſt Viulation of his Oath, (what OathJavd is a Means 
to Subvert the Fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, 

Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to Examine 
the Proceedings of the Fudges in Weitminſter-Hall,&c. 


On Wedneſday, November 24. 

After Orders for the ſending; tor George Bel an At- 
torney at Law, Arthur Teomans, William Jordan, John 
Laws, and Heniy Aulnett, for Breach of Priviledge of 
Parliament, without aſsigning wherein ; Order was gi- 
ven to bring in a Bill, | 

x. To Supply the Laws againſt Bankrupey. 

2. And another to take away the Court held before 
the Lord Preſident and Council in the Marches of 
Wales. : WG 
- - Then the Bill for Repeal of the 35 E/iz. Cap. 1. was | 
read the Second time, and Ordered to be + F 
ETC o6d Orderea, 
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Ordered, "That an humble Addreſs be maile to his Mas- 
jefty from this FTouſe, by ſuch Members thereof ds are of 
His Majefties Moſt Honourable Privy Council, to defire 
his Majeſty*to give Orders, That all Pzoteſtant Diſſen- 
ters, who are proſecuted upon any Penal Laws made againſt 
Popifh Recuſants, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth and Xing 
James, may be Admitted to a C ompofition in the Exche- 
quer, without paying any Fees. Es | 

Which was granted by his Majeſty. 

Ordered, That Leave be given to bring #n a Bill decla- 
ring that thoſe Laws ſhall not be Extended to P. Diſſes- 
ters; and that it be referred to the Committee appointed 
to bring in the Bill for the better Uniting of his Majeſties 
Proteſtant Subjetts. 

The Attorney-General being ordered formerly to at- 
tend, and This day Called in and Examined touching 
the Manner of Iſſuing forth of the P, ſtiled, A Pqocia- 
mation againſt Tumtituous Petittons, and Giving 
an Account to the Houſe, That Sir Fra. North Chiet 
Juſtice of the Court of Common-Pleas, was Adviſing and 
Afkiſting in the drawing up and paſsing of the ſaid Pro- 
clamation ; and a Debate thereupon ariſing in the 
Houſe, they Reſofved N.C. That it was ſufficient Grousd 
for the Fiouſe to proceed upon an Impeachment againſt him 
for High Crimes and Miſdemeanors ; and order taken for 
an Impeachment accordingly. 

Thus the Diſſenters are encouraged to go on and 
_ the Laws, and the Judges puniſhed for Executing 
them. 

On Thurſday the 25 of November, Nothing Extra- 
ordinary was-done, but the Exhibiting Articles- againſt 
Edward Seymour Eſquire, formerly Speaker of the Houſe; 
to Each of which he being required to make a diſtinct 

O anſwer, 
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anſwer, there ariſing a Debate upon the firſt Article,the | 
v hole was adjourned to the next day. . __ 

Samuzl Yerdon Under-Sherift of Norfo/k,was ordered 
to be ſent tor into Cuſtody, upon a Complaint of ſeve. 
ral Crimes and Mifdemeanors by him” committed : 
For a Notorious Breach of Priviledge of Parlia 
ment by him committed againſt their -Houſe; No 
ſuch thing being mentioned 1n the Complaint. 


Friday, Novemb. 26. The Bill of Repeal of the 3 5 of 
Eliz. was read the third time, and paſſed. - 
And the Houſe reſolved to Impeach Mr. Seymour 
upon 4 Articles, and appointed a Committee to draw 
up thoſe Articles accordingly, and Referred it to them 
to conſider of Precedents concerning the Committing 
of Members to Cuſtody when Impeached in Parlia- 
ment. | 
On Munrday the 29-day of November, the Houſe at- 
tended his Majeſty with their Addreſs concerning Tan- | 
gzer ; which being very long, I will not trouble the 
Reader with it at Large. | 
The whole is a Tragical repreſentation of the Advan- 
tages that Popery had gotten over the Religion and Go- 
vernment, Aſsiſted (as they tell us) by the Treachery of 
perfidious Proteſtants, which muſt be the Diſſenters, by 
whoſe aſsiſtance they obtained the Toleration, broke 
ſeveral Seſsions of the Long Loyal Parliament, if Cole- 
man's Letter to Monſieur Le Cheſe may be Credited; 
and it may truly be averred, that the Papiſts have not 
obtained any Advantage without the Diſlenters, nor 
the Diſſenters without them. 
They ſay further, That the A CT of Parliament en- 
Joyning a Teſt to be taken by all perſons admitted into any 
Publick Office, and intended for a Security againſt Papiſts' 
: coming 


(77) 

coming into Imployment, had So little effeft, that either 
by diſpenſations, obtained from Rome, they Submitted to 
thoſe Teſts, and held their Offices themſelves. or thoſe put 
into thoſe Places, wore ſo favourable to the ſame Intereſt, 
that Popery it ſelf bas rather gained than loſt ground ſince 
| that ACT. 

Now Suppoſing it true, that ſome of them did ob- 
tain ſuch diſpenſations, what was this to his Majeſty ; 
and_if any of them that gat their Offices were apt to 
afford them unlawful favours, they might have called 
them to account for it, with much more general Sati(- 
faction than they did the Abborrers : but let any man 
that Knowes any thing of the World, Judge whether 
"the Malice or falſehood of the Concluſion be greateſt. 
 « They tell the King a dreadful Story of the deleating 
of the Preſentment intended againſt his Majeſties Bro- 
ther the Duke of 7ork, under whoſe Countenance all 
the reſt'(of the Papiſts) ſhelter themſelves, as they fay. 
But furely his Majeſty was not to be informed what 
they thought of this, who could not but be well 1n- 
formed of the Fatt long ſince; and ſo they deſcend to 
the buſineſs of the Weekly Pacquet of Advice from Rome, 
which Expoſes Popery (as it deſerves, ſay they) as Ridi- 
culous to the People ; and they tell his Majeſty, 7hat 
a New and Arbitrary Rule of Court was made in his Ma- 
jeſties Court of Kings-Bench, That the ſame for the fu- 
tare ſhould not be Printed by any perſon whatſoever. But 
then they take no Notice how that Author has made 
many Odious, Falſe, and Scandalous, Refleftions upon 
the Religion and Government by Law Eſtabliſhed ; 
which was the cauſe why it was, Suppreſt, and not any 
talent he had of writing againſt Popery. 

- Finally, They tell the King that they have . freed 
themſelves from the guilt of that blood and deſolation 
O's which 


(78) 


whicit is like to enſue : which is an. Expreſsion in that 
place that looks like a kind of Threat or Menace; for 
there was then No proſpe& of blood or deſolation that 
could ariſe from any cauſe or perfons but what muſt be 
Countenanced by the Diſſenters. : 

The Concluſion is; But our Onely hope, next under 
God, is 3n Tour Sacred Majeſty, that by your Great Wif- 
dome and Goodneſs we may be effeftually Secured from 
Popery, and all the Evils that attend it, and that non: 
but perſons of Known Fidelity to Tour Majefty, and Sincere 
Aﬀettion to The Proteſtant Religion, may be put into any 
 Imployment Civil or Military. That whilſt we ſhall give 
a Supply ro Tangier, we may be aſſured we do not Aug- 
ment the Strength of our Popiſh Advzrſaries, nor encreaſe 
our own Dangers ; which Defires of your Faithful Commons 
if Tour Majefty ſhall Gracioully vouchſafe to grant, we ſhall 
nit onely be ready to aſsiſt Tour Majeſty in defence of Tan- 
gier, but do whatſoever elfe ſhall be in our power to enablt 
our Majeſty to Proteft the Proteſtant Religion and Intereſt 
at home and abroad, and to reſiſt and repel the a{ttempts 
of Tour Majeſties and the Kingdoms Enemies. 

But His Majeſty notwithſtanding continued without 
any Supply, and by the Blefling ot God preſerved the 
Town. Now it is very obſervable, that in the former 
Parliament there being a Report, That Tangier ſhould 
be Sold to relieve the'Neceſsities of the Crown, they then 
Voted, That the Fouſe was of Opinion, That thoſe who 
ſhould Adviſe His Majeſty to 'part with Tangier to an 
Foraign Prince or State, or be Inſtrumental therein, ought 
to 'be accounted Enemies to the King and Kingdom: And 
y=t now that. it was in,apparent hazard to be loſt to the 
Moors, the Sworn Enetnies of all Chriſtians, they would 
grant nothing'to preferve'it; and many of the Commons 
in their Speeches were of Opinion, that 'it was the beſt 

| way 
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way to deſert the Town, So that if any did Adviſe his 


| Majeſty to Sell the Place, they were Enemies to the King. - 


and Kingdom ; bur if” it were loſt or deſerted, So the 
King had nothing for it, the Matter was not. much, fo 
that the King might bear the blame, tho the Commons 
were 1n the taulr. 


On TV ESD AT the oth of November, the Tryal 
of William Viſcount Stafford was began, which laſted 
till the 77h of December, of which I ſhall take no No- 
tice, it being printed by it Self. During all which time 
there was nothing material done by the Houſe of Com- 
mons except that bufineſs. - 

Wedneſday the 8th, and Tharſday the Ninth of Decem- 
ber, were ſpent in Reporting of EleQtions , and diſ- 
charging perſons out of the Cuſtody of the Serjeant, 
_ Ordering others to be taken in to Supply their 

ICeS. Of: 

But very remarkable was their Severzty againſt Mr. 
Sheridon and Mr: Day, who were Ordered to be taken 
into Cuſtody, their Papers to be Searched, .and that No 
perſon ſhould be Admitted to come to them, but ſuch 
25 ſhould have occaſionto bring'them Neceffaries. 

On Friday the :rorh @f December, Captain Caftle was, 
found, and Voted guilty of offending againft the Rights - 
of the Subje&, by ObftruAing Petitioning to His Ma- 
jelty for the — that Parliament. 

The fame day the Commons Ordered an Impeach- 
ment to be prepared againſt Sir Fraxcis "North 'Chief 
Juſtice of the Court of Commes-Pleas, for High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, viz. for Adviſing the Proclamation 
2painſt Tumultuous Petitions. 

Then #hey Voted, That «the Impriſonment of -one 
Peter Norris at Dover by the Order:of Sir Leoline Fen- 


kins. 
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kins, was Illegal and Arbitrary, and an Obſtruftion to the 
Evidence, for. the Diſcovery: of the Horrid Popiſh Plot. 
This was the buſineſs for:which Sheridon and Day were 
umpriſoned. 

On Munday the 13th, A Bill for Exportation of Cloth 
and other Woollen Manufactures into Turkey, being 
read the ſecond time, and a Debate ariſing thereupon, it 
was Ordered that it ſhould lie upon the Clerks Table. 

They Ordered alſo, That the Committee appointed to 
look into and prepare Evidence againſt the Lords in the 
Tower, do Examine the Evidence againſt all perſons con- 
cerned in the Popiſh Plot. And they were to report the 
Names of ſuch perſons, together with their Opinions 
therein,.to the Houſe upon the Debate. 

And alſo-that Leave ſhould be given to. bring in a 
Bill, for Baniſhing of all Papiſts, and ſuſpeted Papilts 
from the Cities of London and Weſtminſter,and XX miles 
of the fame, with Clauſes therein for diſarming of all 
Papiſts, .and for Pains and Penalties againſt all ſuch Pa- 
pifts,” or ſufpe&ted Papiſts, as ſhould Ride, Go, or be 
Armed, And that Liſts of them ſhould be brought in 
by the Members. | | 

When ever any Law paſs againſt ſuſpeted P apiſts, 
great care: ought to be taken toflimit that Looſe term, 
er great Miſchiefs will infve. 

On Tueſday the 14th of December, Complaint was 

made, That one Zerbert Herring who had been order- 
ed to be taken.into Cuſtody for a Breach of Priviledge, 
did abſcond himſelf to avoid the Execution of the faid 
Order : whereupon it was ; ”? 
: Reſolved, That if he did not render himſelf by Satur- 
day, that Houſe would proceed againſt him by Bill in Par- 
Hament, for iendeavouring by his abſcouding to Avoid the 
Faftice of the Houſe. _ RCTS EIT 
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This was a way never to want Work, if every Fugi- 
tive Attorney or Porter that had broke the Priviledge 
of the Houſe, was to be brought in by Bill. 

Sir Robert Peyton, a Member of their Houſe, -was the 
Next that fell under their diſpleaſure, being ſaid to Zave 
had Secret Negotiation with tie Duke of V. by the Means 
ef the Earl of Peterborough, Mrs. Cellier, aud Mr. Gad- 
bury , at ſuch time as they were turning the Popiſh Plot 
upon the Proteſtants, 1. e. the PNesbyterians, it ſeems 
they are T HE PNoteſtants. For which he was Or- 
dered (after his defence) to be Expelled the Houſe, and 
to be brought to the Bar to receive the Cenſure of the 
Houſe upon his Knees from the Speaker. | 

Which was done with o little reſpe& to the Quality 
of the perſon ; that after the Diſſolution of the Parlia- 
ment, he ſent the Speaker a Challenge, for which he 
was Committed, having been before committed to the | 
Serjeant, for not being at hand when it ſhould have been 
firſt done, by the Speaker. So he was twice Committed 
and Exp<1I'd too, but by what Law, the Houſe of Com- 
mons proceeded, I know not. : 

It is the Intereſt both of the Members and of Us whom 
they repreſent, to take care that this be not left to them; 
for here was a Member Expell:d not for being a party 
to that Conſpiracy of the Papiits, but for having Secret 
Negotiations with the Duke of Tork at that time: and 
if this be allowed, that they may Expel for what cauſe 
they pleaſe, be there Law, or be there none, then have 
the greater part-of the Houſe an Abſolute and Arbitrary 
power over the leſſer part; and if either Side do by 
accident get the Advantage of the other by a Single 
Yote, they may Expel them as they pleaſe : which muſt 
Neceſſarily end in Contuſion and Slavery. DEG 
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On Wedneſday the 1 5th of December, the Houſe 6 


Tfolved into a Commizree of the whole Houke, to Conſider 


* Note, here 
is no mention 
of his Maje- 
ſties Govern- 
ment in this 
Aſſociation. 


follow. 


of Ways and Means to Secure this Kingdom againſt Po. 
pery and Arbitrary Power ; and Retolved upon two 
Votes, vr. 

Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That this Houſe doth . 
agree with the Committee, That one Means for the Suppreſ. 


fing Popery is, That a Bill be brought in to baniſh, imme- 


diately, all the Confiderable Papiſts of England ont of the 
Kings Dominions. KA 

Reſolved N. C. That this Houſe doth agree with the 
Committee, That a Bill be brought in for an Aſſociation of 
all his Majeſties Proteſtant Subjefts, for the Safety of his 
Majefties Perſon *, the Defence of the Proteſtant Religion, 
aud the Preſervation of his Majeſties Proteſtant Subjeſts, 
againſt all Twoafions and Oppoſitions whatſoever, and far 
preventing the Duke of York or any Papiſt from Succeeding 
to the Crown. | 

And ordered a Commzttee to be appointed to prepare 
and bring in a Bill purſuant to the of the ſaid Re- 
ſolves. | 
The latter was taken up to Supply the Bill of Exclu- 
ſion which bad been thrown out by the Lords, and was 
never proſecuted any further ; for when they came to 
draw the Bill, it was found impraRicable, without 1n- 
volving us preſently in a-Civil War. 

For an Aſſociation fignifies nothing without a Head 
to govern.and dire& it; if the King be made the Head, 
then we.are where we were, and it is to no purpoſe; If 
another perſon be made So, then there is two diſtin& 
Governments .in the ſame Kingdom, which-can never 


"{tand together a Month without imbroyling themſelves 


and the People: 'This the Holy League of France proved 
Experimentally true ; and the fame Event will _ 
og 11065, 
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Beſides, there was no reaſon to Expe@ that either his 
Majeſty or the Houſe of Lords would yield to this way 
of Excluſion, which was worſe than the former ; Tho 
if that had paſſed, it would have ſignified nothing with- 
out an Aſſociation or a Standing Army, as the Author: 
of the Seaſonable Addreſs to both Fiouſes of Parliament 
hath well proved. . i 
This day alſo His Majeſty made a Speech to both the 
Houſes, which I will inſert when I come to the Anſwe 
of the Commons to it. 


On Thurſday the 16th of December, A Petition of 
Divers Inhabitants in the County of Surry, Complain- 
ing of the proceedings in an Eccleſiaſtical Court againſt 
them, being read, it was referred to a Committee to 
bring in a Bill or Bills for Regulating the proceedings 


of ſuch Courts, . | 


A Petition of Jofbua , Brook and other Merchants 
againſt the African Company was alſo read, and reterred 
to a Committee. : 

Mr. Booth reporting from the Committee to whom 
the Bill for the better Regulating the Tryals of the 
Peers of England was committed, An Amendment to be 
made, and a Clauſe to be Added, and thereupon a Mo- 
tion being made to bring in a Clauſe for Repeal of the 
Laws de Scandalis Magnatum, It was Ordered, That a 
Committee ſhould be appointed immediately to with- 
draw and prepare ſuch a Clauſe ; Which was done, and 
paſſed the ſame day. y ne 

If the Peers had paſſed this Clauſe, they had reduced 
themſelves into the Condition of the Gentry and Com- 
moners, and a man might have called the greateſt Lord 
in Exgland, Knave, more Safely perhaps than his Tay- 
lor; but if they did not, then that Excellent Bill was ſq 


(84) 
be loſt to which they had tacked this Clauſe ; which 
was quite of another Nature. - 

Andir ought to be Confidered alſo, That the Lords 
were Soon Voted down- by the Commons once before, 
when by Separating themſelves from the Crown, they 
had loſt their Support ; and they may, be ſure the ſame 
thing will follow again, when ever the Commons ſhall 
prevail ſo far upon them, as to bring the Peerage into 
as Low a Condition as the Gentry, their Priviledpes 
being, to ſpeak the truth, too little already to ſupport 
and maintain their Dignity and Honour : but of this I 

_ need fay no more. | TW 

The Bill for Uniting his Majeſties Proteſtant Subjeds 

to the Church of England, was read the firſt time, and 

ordered to be read again the Munday following after 

Ten of the Clock in a full Houſe. | 

Another Bill for Exempting his Majeſties Proteſtant 

SubjeRts diſſenting from the: Church of England, trom 

the penalties of the Laws againſt Popiſh Recuſants, was 

read the firſt time, and ordered to be read at the ſame 

time with the former again, 2, 

Friday Decemb. 179th. Led | 
Captain Caſte petitioning to be diſcharged, was Cen- 
fured on his Knees at the Bar of the Houſe ; and diſmil- 
ſed, paying his Fees. = 
A Petition -of one Richard Haines, defiring, Leave 
that 'a Bill ſhould be brought in for reſtraining Ud- 
grants, and promoting the Woollen Manufatures,was 

_ and committed to a Committee to prepare the ſaid 
iH. 4 5b; 

Leave alſo was given to bring in a Bill for the more 
eaſy Colletting of the Hearth-Money. 

' The Additional 4 C7 -for Burving in Woollen vas 

xad and paſſed, and ſent up by Sir George Downing t0 

the Lords for their Concurrence. A 


(85) 


A Bill for Continuance of two As, The one Enti- 
| tuled, An AM for preventing the planting of Tobacco in 
England,. and Regulating the Plantation Trade. The 
Other, An Ad for Exporting Beer, Ale and Mum, was 
- read a ſecond time and committed. 

Then the Houſe agreed the Articles of [Impeachment 
againſt Edward Seymoxr Elq; a Member of their Houſe, 
and Ordered him to be taken into Cuſtody of the Ser- 
jeant, till he ſhould give Sufficient Security to their 
Houſe to anſwer the ſaid Impeachment : and the Ser- 
jeant at Arms was Ordered to take the faid Security. 

The Bill for reſtraining Papifts from coming or reſi- 
ding within the Cities of London or Weſtminſter,G&c. was 
read the ſecond time, and committed. | 

Then the Houſe reſolved into .a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, and paſſed theſe three Reſolves. 

I. That a Bill be brought in for the more effeftual Se. 
curing of the Meeting and Sitting of Frequent Parliaments, 
as one means to prevent Arbitrary Power. 

2. That a Bill be brought in that the Judges hereafter 
to be made and Appointed, may hold their Places and Sa- 
laries quam diu fe bene geſlerint; and alſo to prevent 
the Arbitrary Proceedings of the Judges. 

3. That a Bill be brought in againſt RN — of 
Money upon the People, and to make it High Treaſon. 

And a Committee was appointed to bring in a Bill or 
Bills purſuant to the ſaid Reſolves. peers 

It may appear from hence, great care was taken to 
put the Monarchy out of a poſſibility of Arbitrary 
Power ; but what then; is it impoſsible that there 
ſhould be-any Such Thing 3s Arbitrary power Exercifed 
by any but a Monarch ? Is not a Common-Wealth or a 
Houſe of Commons as capable of Arbitrary power, as a 
King 2 Were the Proceedings of the Long Rebel-Parlia- 

P 2 ment 
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ment Arbitrary or Noe Were not Some of the Actions of 
this very Houle of Commons Arbitrary ?I dare Say thoſe 
that ſuffered by them thought them ſo, and the reſt will 
be of the ſame mind if ever it comes to be their "Turns 
to be ſo treated, which they are not ſure Eut at one 
time or other may happen.. At leaſt I am ſure the pul. 
ling down the Monarchy did Once &:fore bring in Arbi. 
trary power with a Yengeance; and thoſe thar had cla. 
moured againſt it (as they do now): when there was no 
cauſe for it, durſt not mutter a Sillable when there 
was: andif they did really believe there were any dan- 
ger of it Now, we ſhould. hear much. leſs. than we do of 
it 


- On Saturday the 28h of December. | 

The Bill for taking away the Court holden before the 
Preſident and.Council in the Marches of Wales,was read 
the third time, and paſſed, and ſent up to the Lords. 
The reſt of this day was ſpent in returning an Anſwer 


to his Majeſties Speech. 

On Munday following a Bill to prohibit the Impor- 
tation of Foreign Guns, was read. the firſt time, and Or 
dered a ſecond reading, | 

And Mr. Aulnutt and Mr. Herbert were Ordered to 
be diſcharged, being firſt Cenſured' on their Knees, and 
paying their Fees. 

And that. Sir Joh» Lloyd Mayor, and Wiltam Fack/on 
and W:liam Clutterbuck late Sherifts of Briffo/, be cnt 
for into Cuſtody. 

On Tueſday the 21. of December, The Bill-for niting 
his Majeſties. Proteſtant Subjefts to the Church of England, 
was read the ſecond.tume, and.committed upon the De- 
bate of the Houſe.. 

Andit was Ordered, That Leave be given to bring in 

a. Bill. or Bills for »/peiting and Correfting Pluralities 


and 
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aud Non-Refedences relating. to Ecclefiaftical* Benefices. 

. . The fame day they delivered their Anſwer to his Ma-- 
jeſties late Speech on Wede/day the 15th of December ;. 
which I will here infert according to my promiſe. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


T the Opening of this Parliament, F Id ac- 

_ you with the Alliances I bad made with 

Spaire and Holland, as the beſt Meaſures 

that could be taken for the Safety of England and the 
Repoſe of Chriſtendom. 

But I told. you withall; That if Our Friendſhip. 
became Unſafe to truſt to, it would not be wondred at; 
if Our Neighbours ſhould begin to take new Reſolu- 
tions, and. perhaps ſuch as-might be fatal to Us. 

Imu#t tell you, That Our Allies cannot but ſee how 
little hath been done ſince this Meeting, to Enconrage- 
their Dependance upon Ms ; and Tfind by them, That 
Unleſs We can be So United at home, as to mak Our 
Alliance valuable to them, it will not be poſsible to: 
Hmder them from. Seeking ſome other Refuge, aitd 

making. Such New Friendſhips, as will not be Con- 
ſiſtent with Our Safety. Conſider, that a Neglect: 
of this Opportunity is Never to be repaired. 

I did. likewiſe lay the- Matter. plainly before Tons. 
touching the Eſtate and Condition of Tangier, I muit - 
Now: tell you- again, That if that Place' be thourht 
worth the Keeping, you muſt take ſuch Conſt deration 


of; 
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of it, that it may be ſpeedily Supply'd, it being ins 
y Sible for Me to Preſerve it _ Expence | far 
above My Power. , Ty 
Tdid promiſe you the fulleſt Satisfafion your Hearts 
could wiſh, for the Security of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, and to Concur with you in any Remedies, Which 
might conſiſt with Preſerving the Succeſſion of the 
Crown in its Due and Legal Courſe of Deſcent : and 
T do again with the ſame Reſervations, renew the 
ſame Promiſes to You. 
And being thus ready on My part to do all that can 
reaſonably be Expefted from Me, T ſhould be gladto 
Know from You, as Soon as may be, how far I ſhall 
be Aſviſted by You, and what it is you deſire from 
Me. Pi 


The Anſwer to this Speech was as followeth. 


May it pleaſe Your Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


TE Tour Majeſties Moſt Dutiful and Loyal Sub- 

'Y jeds the Commons in this preſent Parliament 4/- 
ſembled, have taken. into our Serious Conſideration, Tour 
Majefties Gracious Speech to both your Houſes of Parlia- 
ment on the 15th of this Inſtant December, and do with 
all the grateful Senſe of Faithful Subjefts, and Sincere 
* Of what * Proteſtants, acknowledge Tour Majeſties So great Good- 
Sort? weſs to us, in renewing the Aſſurances.Tou have been pleaſed 
to give us of your readineſs to Concur with us in any Meas 

for the Security of the Proteſtant Religion, and your Gra- 

c10us 
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tous Invitation of us to make our Defires Known to Tour 


Majeſty. 


But with grief of Heart we cannot but obferve, that 
is theſe Princely Offers, Tour Majeſty hath been Adviſed, 


by what Secret Enemies to Tour 
Majefty and your People, we XK now * 
wt) to Annex # Reſervation, which 
if inſiſted on”, in the: inſtance fo 
' which alone it ir Applicable , will 


render all your Majeſties other Gra- 


cious Inclinations of no effett or ad- 
vantage to us. Tour Majeſty is plea- 


* It is probable His Majeſties 
conſtancy in this denyal , pro- 
ceeds from his own Prudence 
and Natural Aﬀection, to his 
Royal Brother, at leaſt ir may 
be So for ought any thing, they 
Know to the contrary. 


fed thus to limit your Promife of Concurrence in the Remes 
dies which ſhall be propoſed, that they may Conſfiſt with 


preſerving t 
gal Deſcent. 


the Succeſſion of the Crown in its Due and Le- * For the 
And we do Humbly Inform. your Majeſty, 
That No Interruption of that Deſcent *'has been. endeg= 


preſent ; _ 
but if this- 
; be-granted 


voured by us, Fxcept onely the Deſcent upon the Perſon. of ggg 6-whe. 


the Duke of York, who by the wicked Inſtruments of the 


Knowes 


Church of Rome has been manifeſtly perverted to their when ic 
Religion. And we do Humbly repreſent to Tour Mii ” ty, may ? 


# the Iſſue of our moſt deliberate 
Thoughts and Conſultations © , That 
for the Papiſts to have their Flops 


Continued, That a Printe of that Re-. 
gion ſhall Succeed tn the Throne of 
theſe Kingdoms , is Otterly 7n:0n- 


ſtent with the Safety of Tour' Mije- 
ſties Perſon, the preſervation of the 
Proteſtant Religion, and the Proper- 
ty, Peace aud Welfare of your Pro- 


teftant SubjeftL. 


* The-contrary of which is be- 
lieved true, not onely by the 
Houfe of. Lords; but by almoſt 
all the Gentry and better Parr 
of the Nation, who have another 
Title beſides that of Proreſtants 


at Large, viz. By Law Eſtabliſh- 


ed,. which. theſe men ducſt neves 
_ > oY 


| —. o{:: 1:81 7 L243 Ca.1 J 
That yaur "Majeſties Sacred Fife is 19 Continaal: Dav-. 
fer under the <Profpett of a' Payift: Succeſſor, is evident, 


nat 
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ot onely from the Principles of thoſe devoted to the 
Charch of Rome, which allow that an Heretical Prince 


(and ſuch they term all Proteſtant Princes) Excommunica- 
ted and depoſed by the Pope, may be 


"The ſame Principles varied in 
but one .circumſtance, are owned 
Þy the Diſſenters and Common- 
Wealth Party, who are ſet up by 
the Excluſion as much as the Pa- 
piſts are defeated, which ought 
ro be confidered at the ſame time. 


Deſtroyed and Murther d; tut alſs 
from the Teſtimonies given in the 
proſecution of the Horrid Popiſh Phy, 
againſt divers Traytors Attainted 
for deſigning to put thoſe accurſed 
Principles tuto praftice againſt Tour 
Majeſty. 


From the Expefation of this Succeſſion, has the Num. 


ber of Papiſts in Tour Majeſties Dominions ſo much en- 
creaſed within theſe few Tears, and ſo many been prevailed 
with to deſert 'the true Proteſtant Religion , that they 


The ſame inconveniences have 
ariſen from the Expedation of 
another Common-Weatth & Pres- 


. might be prepared for the Favours 


of a Popiſh Prince as ſoon as he ſfould 
come to the poſſeſson of the Crown : 
and while the ſame Expeflation laſts, 


bytery. many more will be in the ſame dan- 


ger of being perverted, 

This is that hath hardned the Papiſts of this Kingdom, 
Animated and Confederated by their Prieſts aod Feſuits, 
to make a Common Purſe, Provide Arms, Make Applica- 

. tion to Foreign Princes, and Solicit their Aid, for impo- 
ſing Popery upon us ; aud all this even during Tour Maje- 


fties Reign, and whileſt Tour Majeties Government and 
the Laws were our Proteftion. 


It is fnpoſſible for his Majeſty to 
preſerve this Glory, but by pre- | 
ſerving his Kingly Dignity and 
Power, which is the foundation 
of the other ;- and the Attempts 


It is Tour Majeſties Glory and 
True Intereſt to be the Head and 
Proteftor of all Proteſtants, as well 
Abroad as at Home: but if theſe 
Hopes remain, what Alliances can be 
made for the Advantage of the Pro- 

| | | teſtant 
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thant Religion and Intereſt, which 


Allies, to joyn fo. vigorouſly with 
your Majeſty, as the State of that 
Intereſt in the World now requires, 
whilz{f they ſee this Proteſtant King- 
dome in ſo much danger of a Popiſh 
Succeſſor, by whom at the preſent all 


fall give Confidence to Tour Majeſties- 


of the Common-wealth Party and 
the Diſſenters, hath more dif- 
couraged his Majeſties Allics 
abroad, and his true Loyal Sub- 
jects at home, Then either the 
Number of Popiſh Converts, the 
Plot, or the Fears or Hopes of 
a Popiſh Succeſlor. 


their Councils aud Adtions may be Eluded, as hitherto 
they have been, and by whom (if he ſhould Succeed) they 


are Sare to be deſtroyed. 


WE have thus humbly layd before your Majeſty, ſome 
if thoſe great Dangers and Miſchiefs which evidently ac- 
companythe Expeftation of a Popiſh Succeſſor. The Certain 
and Unſpeakable Evils which will come upon Tour Majeſties 
Prit-flant Subjetts and their Poſterity, if ſuch a Prince 
ſrould Inherit, are more alſo than we can wel/ enume- 


rate. 


Our Religion which is now ſo dan-: 


gerouſly ſhaken will then be totally 
Overthrown 5; Nothing will be left, 
or can be found to protett 'or defend 
t, | 
' The Execution of all Old Laws muſt 
ceaſe, and it will be in vain to Exs- 
pet New Ones. The moſt Sacred 
Obligations of Contrafts and Promiſes 


No, may not the Providence of 
God, and the Number and Con- - 
ſtancy of its Profeſſors defend 
and preſerve the beſt Religion 
in the World during the Reign 
of one Popiſh Prince, when Po- 
pery hath preſerved it Self under 
Four Princes together of our Re- , 
ligion 


(if any ſhould be given) that ſhall be judged to be againſt 


the Intereſt of the Romiſh Religion, 
"will be violated, as is undeniable, 
nt onely from Argument and Expe- 
riente elſewhere, f; 


Experience this Nation once had on 
the like occaſion. 


2 


at from the Sad. ing the vaft diſpropo 


* This Violation is not neceſ- 
ſary, no nor probable, conſider- 
| rtion- be- 
twixt the Papiſts and Proteſtants. 


Tn 
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| | ' ta the Reign of ſuch a Prince the P oþe wall be acknow. 
the Pope be ledged Supream, (though the Subjetts have Sworn the cog. 
acknow= #rary) and all Cauſes either as Spiritual, or in order to 
- edged as Spzritnal things, will be brought under his Furiſdiftior. 


HalL 


Had the The Lives, Liberties,and Eſtates of all ſach Proteſtants, 
Houſe any © value their Souls and their _— more than their 
Prophets Secular Concernments, will be Adjudged f rfeited. 
amongſt | | 

them to fore-fee this ? If a Proteſtant Prince ſhould have a mind to play 


{uch a Freake, it would not be poſlible to effect it z whence. then ſhall the 
Popiſh one get ſo much more Power ? 


To all this we might Add; That #t appears in the Di- 
Who invi- covery of the Plot, That Foreign Princes were Invited to 
ted theſe 4/7 in Securing the Crown to the Duke of York; with 
—_ Arguments from his great Zeal to eftabliſh Popery, and 
Who. ved to Extirpate Proteſtants (whom they call Fereticks) out 
theſe Argu. of 1:5 Dominions; and Such will expett performance Ac- 
ments? Ccordingly. | 

* From whom | | | 

is the performance to be Expected ? In all the Diſcovery, I never ſee the 
Duke Himfelf Charged to have-Done or Said any of theſe things ; and if 
Coleman and the Jeſuits have Treated about them in his Name, bur with- 


out his Order, from them onely the performance is to be Expectel. who. 


have no power z hut if the Duke had promiſed theſe things himſelf, the 
impoſſibility of the thing will Excuſe him Sufficiently from the obligation 
of. fo. wicked and. fooliſh. an Engagement. 5 


We 


— 
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We further hambly beſeech Tour Majeſty in your Great _ 
Wiſdom to Conficder, Whether in Caſe the Imperial Crown It 1s '1t 


if this Proteſtant Kingdom, ſhould deſcend to the Duke — 
f York ; the oppoſition which may poſsibly be made to hi ; oY 4- 


poſeſsing it, may not onely Endanger the further deſcent in think ofthis 
the Royal Line, But even Monarchy it-feif. before this 

| Addreſs had 
a being; and they ſhould do well to Conſider, That the Nature and Tem- 
per of the Exgliſh Nation is Such,as Experience ſhewed us in the late Times, 
That an abſolute Monarchy may be much more Eafily Set up and Conti- 
nued amongſt us, than a Common-Wealth z 2nd therefore it is as poſlible 
that in caſe of Such an Oppoſition, the Duke may prevail and become Ab- 
ſolute if he pleaſe, as that he ſhould be Overcome ; and it is much more 
probable that this Royal Line will finally prevail, if he do not, and obtain 
the Succeſſion, then that an Oliver Cromwell will be able to Settle it in a 
New Family, whom all will Hate and Envy. And it ought alſo to be 
Conſidered, France may Strike in and Sertle The Monarchy, Duke, Popery 
and Arbitrary Government, in caſe of oppoſition, which is not likely with- 
out it: Or it May be may endeavour to get the Crown for himſelf or his 
Brother. However, Rebellion and Civil War are as deftraclive as Popery, 
and therefore Never to be choſen. | 


Fer theſe Reaſons we are moFt humble Petitioners f6 Tour I ſhall in 
moſt ſacred MajeFty ; That in Tender Commiſeration of your ,y.cognca. 
Poor Proteſtant People,Tour MajeFty will be Gr acioully plea- fron ſhew 
ſed to depart from the Reſervation tn your ſaid Speech ; and his Majeſty 
when a Bill ſhall be tendered to Tour Majeſty in a Parlia- had much 


mentary way, to Diſable the Duke of Y ork from Inherit- B-Uter Rea- 


ing the Crown, Tour Majeſty will g1ve yoar Royal Aﬀſent ay, ao 
thereto ; and as Neceſſary to fortify and defend the fame, per omar oa 

That Tour Majeſty will likewiſe be Graciou'ly pleafed to yg his Poor 
Aſent to an ACT, whereby Tour Majeſties Profeſtant Pyoteſtant 
| | | Subjects, to 
leny their Petition and ſtick to the Reſervation, tho 1 believe he may 
grant their Bill when it be tender*d in a Parliamentary way. But as for. 
the 4/ciation, I ſuppoſe His Majeſty will deſire xo. be Exculſed as long as. 


Q2 Subjetts 
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ever heis Subjects may be enabled to Aſſociate themſelves for the 


able to re> defence of Tour Majefties Perſon, the Proteſtant Religion, 


member and the Security of Tour Kingdoms. 

bow the 

Aſſociated Counties and Zondon defended His Fathers Perſon, and the Pro- 
teſtant Religion and Kingdom,. and how difficult it will be to give him a 
Competent Security, That this Aſſociation againſt his Royat Brother, ſhall 
not be turned at one time or other,upon one pretence or other againſt him- 
ſelf,or his Government,Cof which no care it ſeems is to be taken )Eſpecially 
after Such a Menace to the Monarchy : which I believe may be Immortal, 
If it remains till ſuch an Act of Parliament pats. - 


> Theſe Requeſts we are Conſtrained Fumbly 10 make tu 

That: is, Tour Majeſty as of abſolute Neceſsity for the Safe ard 
arr _ Peaceable enjoyment of Our Religion. 

and . Without theſe things the Alliances of England will nt 
, "xa be Valuable, nor the People encouraged to Contribute to 
the Peace Tour Majeſttes Service. 

of Chriſten- | 

dome and the Power of France, till Your Majeſty grant us theſe, we zre 
reſolved to concern our ſelves for Nothing. And when his Majeſty hath 
granted them, and. what follows, he need as little concern himſelf for the 
xemainder. - 


And as ſome: further Means. for the preſervation buth 
| of cur Religion and PROPERTY, we are /unble 
Suiters to Tour Majeſty, That from 


ſtrong of. the 19. Propoſitions at ny hi ſu uy Ferſons only may be 
Uxbridge, that L wonder more. at Judges within the Kingdom of Eng- 
them then all the reſt of this 4d. land aud Dominion of Wales, as are 
dreſs; for tho they do not. in men of Ability, Integrity and Known 
terms ask the Nomination of all 4feft;on to the Proteſtant Religion, 
theſe Civil, Military and Naval ,y/ that they may hold their Offices 
Officers, yet that muſt be the 7 $./aries quam diu ſe bene gel- 


Canſequence of it; for if His x 
Majeſty be Judge af the Quali- ſerint. That ( ſeveral Deputy Lieu-: 


Theſe two Paragraphs fmell ſo 


tics of the Men which he im- tenants, and Juſtices of the = 
| ty. 
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ftly qualified for thoſe Imployments 
20 been je late diſplaced and 
others put in their room, Who arc 
MEN of Arbitrary Principles,and 
Countenancers' of Papiſts and Po- 
pery) Such oxely may bear the Ofice 
of a Lord-Lieutenant as are perſons 
of Integrity and Known Aﬀettion to 
the Proteſtant Religion ; That De- 
puty-Lieutenants and Juſtices of the 
Peace may be alſo So qualified, and 
may be moreover Men of Ability, of 
Eſtates and Intereſt in their Coun- 
ery. 
: That none may be imployed as 
Military Officers, or Officers in Tour 
Majeſties Fleet, but Men of Known 
Experience, Courage and Affection to 
tre Proteſtant Relizion. 


ployes, he may ſay they are at 
preſent all of them fo qualified 
as they deſire,. and then there is 
no Need of this Addreſs in that 
particular :- or if on. ſuch gene- 
ral terms they may be allowed 
to have theſe Changed, and His 
Majeſty ſhall conſent to it, they 
may Except in the ſame manner 
againſt any other men his Ma-- 
jeſty ſhall appoint, ad infinitum, 

till his Majeſty ſhall Nominate 
themfelves; or ſuch men as they 
ſhall pleaſe to Nominate and Ap- 
point : and they that ſhall be ſo- 
Nominated by the Commons,. 
w1ll without. doubt pay their re- 
ſpects and obedience to them ' 
trom whom they receive” their 
preferment : and all otizers that 
hop? to ſucceed them that are So. 
appointed at firſt ; will regard 
the profit ariſing from ſuch pre- 


ferments, more than the glittering ſplendor of « Crown; and ſo his Ma- 
j:ſty being deprived of the depenoance, and Conſequently of the defence: 
of theſe Officers, ſhall be Expoſed Naked and Friendleſs to the Fury. of 
thoſe Reipnblicans that Murthered his Royal Father, and the Religion by 

Law Eſtzbliſhed, to the Mercy of thoſe that have Sworn the Ruine of it :- 
And finally, the Prop:rty and Liberty of the Subject ſhall be Expoſed to: 
thoſe men who have given the World too good an Account already what- 
Truſty Guardians of them they are; ever to be truſted with them again, 

till the Memory of: the late Times ſhall periſh.not onely-as-to-the Memo.-- 
nies of Men, but Books and Records. But. yct after allthis, the branding: 
thoſe Gentlemen that were brought in (without the Leaſt Exception). to 

Supply the places of . thoſe that. were turned out of the Commiſion of-tac 

Peace and Lieutenancy, with the 'odious Titles. of $en of Arbitrary-Pzins 
tiples, and Favourers of Papiſſs and Popery, is in my poor Judgnient- 
Much worſe.z and as it was impoſſible the Major part of the Houfe- ihould- 
think fo of them. all, fo. I. am fully perſ72ded if Paſlion had. not had too- 


£XCAp, : 
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.great a dominion over them, .they would Never have vented ſo Crade ag 
"Aſſertion in So" Augult a place, in So Serious a Manner, to his Majeſty and 
the whole World; they may be pleaſed to think of this again Now the heat 
perhaps isover : for as they have worded ityit can never be maintained ; it 
- being impo 


ſible to be known or proved,nor is any fayourable Conſtruction 


to be allowed to an Expreflion and Declaration ſo publickly and deliberate- 
ly made by ſo many men, in ſo publick a Truſt, 


Theſe our Humble Requeſts being, obtained, we ſhall on 
our parts be ready to Aſsifl Tour Majeſty for the preſerua. 
tion of Tangier, and for putting your Majeſties Fleet ints 


Such a Condition as it may 
raignty of the Seas, and 


t10Mes 


5h uhey your Majeſties Sove- 
e for the Defence of the Na- 


if Tour Majeſty hath or ſhall make any Alliances f.r 
Defence of the Proteſtant Religion, and Intereſt and Secu- 
rity of this Kingdom, this Houſe will be ready to Aſsift 
and Stand by your Majeſty in the Support of the ſame. 


AFTER this our Humble Anſwer to Tour Majeſties 


Doubtleſs afcer all this fine Lan- 
ge and ſtrong Reaſon, if any 

il Inſtrument, any man of Ar- 
bitrary Principles, .or fayourer 
of Papiſts or Popery, or finally if 
his Majeſty or any Conſiderable 
rt-of the” Nation, ſhould thro 
umane infirmity happen to Su- 
ſpect either your Prudence in 
delaying the Care of theſe Great 
Things too long a day,or your 
Loyalty in making theſe demands 
of your Natural Soveraign ; or 
your Charity and Candor in be- 
ſtowing Commendations on your 


fellow Subjects his Majeſtics Of- 


Gracious Speech , we hope no Evil 
znſtruments whatſoever ſhall be able 
to leſſen your Majefties Eſteem of 
that Fidelity and Aﬀetion we bear 
to Tour Majeſties Service; but that 
Tour Majeſty will always retain in 
your Royal Breaſt that. Fawourable 
Opinion of Us your Loyal Commons, 
that thoſe other good Bills which we 
have now under Conſideration, Con- 
ducing to the great Ends we have 


| before Mentioned, as alſo all Laws 


for the Benefit and Comfort of Tour 


People, which ſhall from time to time 


be tendred for Tour Majeſties Royal 
Aſſent 


A, 


70 
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 Afent; ſhall find acceptance with ficers at the rate you have done-«- 
Tour Majeſt y. | I fay,” If any fich misfortune 


ſhould happen; you! are | 
Wonder much at it,for great Merits anJ great Victues,great Attempes ang 


Heroick Undertakings are Scldom well received at preſent, but Poſter; 
will Admire and. Applaud .them according to their Deſerts. —_— 


I will here infert thoſe Reaſons I mentivned' above 
apainſt the Bill of Excluſion, which were delivered in 
the Houſe of Commons the Fourth day of November 
before this Addreſs , by a Great Perſon, a Member of 
that Houſe, Sir L. F. by which letrers I underſtagd. 
Sir Leoline Fenkins, one of the Principal Sectetaries of 
State. - | | 


 * Sir, I have ſpent much of my time in ſtudying; 
* the Laws, of this Land, and preterid to know fottie- 
* thing of- the. Law of Foreigr» Countries, as Well as 
© of our own ; and I have upon this occaſiort well ean- 
* ſidered of them,. but cannot find how we citt Juſtifie- 
* che paſſing of this Biff, rather much againſt it.. 
«* Firſt, 1 think it contrary! ro Nattral Juſtice, that. 
 *Wethould proceed ta Condemnation not only before- 
* Convidtion, but before' we have'heard the Patty, or 
* Exathined any Witneſs about him, I am-fure none in: 
* his defence. And todo this, by making a New Law- 
«of parpofe; when yon have Old Lays'in being that: 
* have. appointed 2 Punithrherit ro-fris Crime, I Fremmbly, 
* concelye'is. yety Styete, and cotitrary to. fire ufual: 
, droexechr '6f. rlits Houfe, arid he: irth-Right” of. 
fwery ..lk Yr, | 2117 wenn ; F at Fol ou WY ; 
[® Son che ebtes ate Hh 
* of Our" feelivion® fare OURS 57 Poftth of. 


" his Birth-Righr, becauſe he differs (from 22) rf 
*Fairh. en rand By Ne D : - is 
NM - | «* founded 
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< founded in Grace. For my part, I think there is more 
* of Popery in this Bill, than there can poſſibly be in 
« the Nation without it ; for none Eut Papiſts and 
. ©*© Fifth-Monarchy-men did ever go atout to diſ-inherit 
© men for their Religion. _ = 
'« Thirdly, Tam ot opinion that the Kings of England 
* have their Right trom God alone, and that no Power 
* on Farth can deprive them of it. And I hope this 
* Houſe will not attempt to do any thing, which is ſo 
< preciſely contrary not only to the Law of God, but 
* the Law of-the Land too. For if this Bill ſhould paſs, 
<« it would Change the Eſſence of the Monarchy, and 
* Make the Crown Ele4ive. For by the ſame reaſon 
* that this Parliament may diſ-inherit this Prince for 
< his Religion ; other Parliaments may diſ-inherit an- 
< other, upon ſome other pretence which they may. 
«Suggeſt, and ſo Conſequently by ſuch Excluſions elect 
* whom they pleaſe. . Mn 
* Fourthly, It is againſt the Oath of Allegiance,taken 
«in its own ſenſe, without Jeſuitical -Evaſtons: For by 
< binding all perſons to the King, his Heirs and Succel- 
*-fors, the Duke as Preſamptive Heir muſt be under- 
* ſtood. And I am of opinion that it cannot be diſpen- 
* ſed withal. Szr, I will be very cautious how I diſpute 
the Power of Parliaments. 1 know the Legiſlative is 
* very great, and it ought to be ſo; But yet I am of 
© opinion, T hat Parliaments cannot difrinherit the Heir 
*ot the Crown, and that if ſuch an AC 7 ſhould pas, 
* it would be. mvalid in it {elf . And therefore I hope it 
* will-iot ſeem —_ e, eaphpoarers oferany Jy j 
© againſt gbis Bill while it is in.DeFpre, ja whigh J chin 
* 1/6 that Which 3 ny. Dag. as a Mſember, of ths 
-; SIOMG- : io nov ot mid ode fed od? 
''* Henry the Fourth of France veas Proteſtant, his 
6. 2 LOTTTNE RE a Tos tr ITC gy ©© People 
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'Pcople moſt Papiſts, who uſed ſome: endeavours, to 
* prevent his coming} to the Crown; but, when 
* tound they were. riot. likely'to.peric& their defign 
& without occaſioning a Civil War, they. deſiſted;'con- 
* cluding, that a Civil War would ptohably. bring on 
" them more miſery. thav's King of a different Religion, 

* and therefore: Subrnitted-:. Sir, I hops we ſhall not 
« permit our Paſſions to Guide us ipſicadof Realon,Ge. 
Thus far that Great Perſon. 

To theſe Reaſons if we pleaſe to add this other, That 
it is ſo far from preventing our Calamities, that-it will 
Aſcertain them at- his Majeſties Death with the = 


upon us before that time ;' for ſo-ſoon- as ever - Bill 
pals, the Duke will havefa Right to make a War: upon 


tioa of a Civil War, and in all hg bring Bu'/Z- 


Exlandevenian hisMajeſty.s Life-time ;' and what may #72 


be the event of that, God onely Knows. : Howover, co 
prevent Surprize, there mods: AStaniling, Aroryoordn 
Aſſociation Kept up as long as the' Duke Lives ;--af8 
what the Conſequences of them ;aze, may Ae foreſeen 
without difficulty the firſt :Ruining; the :Libertics.of 
the People, and the'Second :Endangering the- [Praro A- 
tives of the: Crown ; and-bath of them inthe divi 
Condition Eng/and now 15, in point of Rekigion,'.tend- 
ng to raiſe fuch Fears and Jealouſjcs, as wall be almoſt 
as Uneaſie and as Unſafe as a Popith :Suceeſlor i and all 
this brought upon us EY ; whereas the other 
sfuture and Contingent 15 2213 OTIGE of 
On Thurſday ahecapt off Diveadit,x: IEOLDEDS: 

The Commons'\Ordered, Fhat the Thanks af the Boſe 
ſhould be given to Dr, Barxet? for CE 
the day betore,.and likewiſe for <9 | 
Hiſtory of the Reformation of the-Chuveh'of: rarer 


ud that he be deſired to Pride hi reryorkbey And 
ONn 
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on Therſday the-5th of January following, they Voted 
that he ſhould be defired to. proceed with and Compleat 
that good Work by him begun, in Writing the Hiſtory if 


the Reformation of the Church of England. | 
They Ordered, That Leave ſhould be given to bring 
in a Bill or Bills to Corret and Puniſh: Atheiſme, Blaſphe. 
my, Swearing and Debauchery, and for the better Obſer- 
vation of the Lords Day. © *1 
Theſe and ſeveral other Crimes have grown and pre- 

vailed upon this Nation for want ofa Church Diſcipline, 
and by reaſon of the Diviſions amongſt us in Points of 
Religion ; and till theſe things be taken care of, all Laws 
_againſt them will ſfignifie Nothing. Yer it might de- 

liver the Government from the guilt of them, and there- 
fore it 1s heartily ro be wiſhed, that Care may be taken 
toperiedt this good Deſign ; and when further Care is 
taken of the Lords Day, ſome care would be taken of 
the other Feaſts and Faſts by Law Eſtabliſhed in the 
Church of Exgland. 652 F: 

This day alſo the Lords returned the Additionat- 4 
for Burying'in Woollen, paſſed without Amendment. 
And by. another Meflage Certified to the Commons, 

That at their Rifing they would Adjourn to. the. Next Mun- 
day Seven-night after. - 

And by another Meſſage they fent: down Mr: Sey-. 
mour's Anſwer-to the Articles of Impeachment againſt 


The fame day the Commons alfo paſſed aVate of an. 
Extraordinary.Nature,' which was as followeth. 

Refobued; That: it: is:the. Opiniou of this Houſe, That 
Mr. Joſeph Brown. caght to: he-reftored to all. the Offices 
and: Places: wbich: ere. taken. from him , by occafion if i4: 
Fudgment given 'againſt-bim in the Court of Kings-Bench 
in Truuty: Term 29 Caroli Secundi, «por an.lnformat po | 
"5 by 
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for publiſhing an Unlicenſed Book, called, The Long Par- 
lament Diſſolved. | | 3p 

Theſe Sorts of Writers were Now to be encouraged 
what might be, but what Benefit Brows had by this 
Vite, 1 never heard. | Sy 

But the Next day being the 24th of December, they 
took occaſion to Chaſtiſe one Richard Thompſon Clerk, 
very Severely ; for he having been Complained of by 
ſome of the Difſenters who were Now the White Boys, 
and the Sober Loyal Proteſtants ; and it having been 
remitted to a Committee to enquire into his Miſdemea- 
nors, the Houſe upon the return of the Committee,pailed 
theſe Yores. 

Reſolved N.C. That Richard Thompſon Clerk, has 
publickly defamed His Sacred Majefty, Preached Sedi- 
tion, Vilified the Reformation, Promoted. Popery by Aſ- 
ſerting Popiſh, Principles, Decrying the Popiſh Plot, and 
turning the ſame upon the Proteſtants, and endeavoured 
to Subvert the Liberty and Property of the Subjet, and 
the Rights and Priviledges of the Parliament ; and that 
he is a Scandal and Reproach to his Funttion. 

Reſolved, That he be Impeached, and a Committee ap- 
pointed to prepare the ſaid Impeachment, and that the Re- 
ws _ the Reſolution of the Flouſe thereupon be forthwith 

rinted. | 

This Thempſen was accuſed for ſeveral Expreſſions 
both in Preaching and Diſcourſe : But they moſtly fixed 


upon a Sermon Preached the 30h of January, 1679. See the Prin- 
wherein. he ſaid (it ſeems) the Presbyterians were ſuch *9 Papers. 


perſons as the Devil Bluſht ar. Accuſed Hamden for:choc- 
fing to Rebel rather than pay the Ship-Money ; which 
be faid was the King's Right by Law. Accuſed Mr. 
Catvia to have. been the firſt that Preached the Xing- 
filing DoQrine : And from thence inferred, That 'a 

R 2 ___ Presby- 
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Presbyterian qa fals is asgreat a Traytor as any Prieft or 
Feſait : But one Witneſs ſaith he ſaid, Worſe. And that 
he had alſo frequently caſt Evil Aſperſions againſt Seve. 
ral Divines at Briſtol ef Great Note, viz. Mr. Chetwind, 
Mr. Standfaſt, Mr. Craſsman, and Mr. Palmer and others, 
ſaying, That fuch gs went to their Leftures were the Brats 
of the Devik. 

2. That he had ſpoken in Sermons and elſewhere, 
ſeveral hard Things againſt the Petitions for the Sitting 
of the Parliament ; as, That it was the Seed of Rebellion, 
and like to 41.08c. 

3. That he had ſaid, Zhere was great Noiſe of a Popiſ 
Plot, but there was Nothing in it but a Presbyterian Plot, 
GC. | 
4- He was Accuſed to have approved of the Doftrine 
of the Church of Rome, in the Points of Fyſtification, Au 
ricular Confeſsi0n, Penance, Extream Unttion, and Criſme, 
in Baptiſme, and the Sing/e Life of the Clergy ; ſaying, 
That if he were as well Satisfied of other things as he was 
of theſe, he would not bave been ſo long Separated from the 
Catholick Church. 

5. He had ſpoken(as they ſaid)ſome ill things of Queen 
Elizabeth, and Henry the 8th, as Church-Robbers ; and 
againſt his Majeſty too; which tho I care not to repeat, 
yet they are nothing in compariſon to what the Diſſen- 
ters have publiſhed 1n Print againſt his Majefty. 

What Anſwer the Man would have made for himſelf, 
I know not, for the Parliament never brought him to 
an hearing. 

But upon inquiry, I find, notwithſtanding all this 
Clamour, the Man hath a great and good Report, for his 
Piety, Learoing and Prudence ; but his Zeal tor the Re- 
ligion Eſtabliſhed, drew this Storm upon him from the 


Exaſperated Diſfenters; who never {tick thus to m_ | 
the 
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- Fame of Good Men when it ſerves their ill de- 
$. | " $3. 
"But to return from this Digrefſion. The Bill for 
Exempting his Majeſties - Proteſtavut Subjefts diſſenting 
from the Church of England from the Pemalties of Certain 
Laws, was read a ſecond time, and Committed upon a 
Debate of the Houſe to the Commitrzee to whom the Bill _ 
tor /niting of his Majeſties Proteſtant Subje&ts was Com- 
mitted upon a Debate of rhe Houſe. 

Then the Bill for Baniſhing the Papiſts out of the 
King's Dominions, was read- @ fecond time, and com- 
mitted upon the Debate of the Houſe. 

Then the Houſe adjourned till 7harſday the 30th of * 
December. | 

That day the Houſe met and Ordered, That the 
Committee appointed: to prepare Evidence againſt the 
4. Popiſh Lords 1n the 7ower, ſhould look into the Evi- 
dence, and Report their Opinions to the Houſe in Or- 
der to the further DireQtions and Proceedings of the 
Houſe againſt them. . KEE 

Reſolved, That the ſeveral Writings, Papers and Pro- 
ceedings relating 1» ſuch Members of the Iate Long Par- 
liament as received Allowances out of the Moneys appointed 
for Secret Services, be produced to this Fouſe. 

Reſolved N. C. That no Member of this Houſe fhall 
accept of any Office or Place of Profit from the Crown with- 
om? Leave of. the Houſe, er awy Promiſe of any ſmch Office 
or Place of Profit during ſuch time as he ſhall continue & 
Member of the Houſs, and that the offenders herein ſhall 
be Expelled. | 4 : 

It teems they had difcovered that ſome of their- Zea-- 

| lovs men were Selling thenetves to the Court-Parey 
for Preferment, and prepared this' Yote to keep the 
Party together. WE 


| Friday: 
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_ © Friday the 34th of December. <6 
The Bill for prohibiting the importation of Foreit 
Guns, wasTead the ſecond time and rejected. ©: 
Eeave was. alſo.given to bring, in a Bill:for Regulating 
the abuſes in making Casks, Barrels, and other. Ve- 
ſels. And- ; ” Er peels qi 
A Committee appointed to peruſe the Laws relating 
to Weights and Meaſures, and to report their Opinions 
in the ſame, and to bring in a Bull or Bills for the better 
Regulating and Aſcertaining the ſame. = 
_ Ordered alſo, That Leave be given to bring ina Bill 
for a General Naturalization of Alien-Proteſtants, and 
allowing them liberty to Exerciſe their Trades in all 
Corporations. 
A Bill for Relzef of the Subjefs againſt Arbitrary Fines, 
was read a ſecond time-and committed. 
Then the Houſe Adjourned till Munday the 329. of. 
Fanuary. | | | 
Which day A» Ad for limiting the times of Importa- 
tion of Cattel from Scotland, being read the third time, 
paſſed, and was ſent up to the Lords. Then 
A Bill for Repealing a» A made in the 13th Tear of 
his Now Majeſties Reign, 1ntituled, 4» ACT for the 
Well. Governing and Regulating of Corporations, was read 
the firſt time, and Ordered to be read again. 
 _ A Bill for the better diſcovery of Settlements t0:Su-. 
perſtitious Uſes, was read the firſt time, and Ordered a 
ſecond reading the Friday following at Ten of the Clock: 
in a full Houſe. | 
The fame day the Lords ſent down a Bill to the Com- 
mons,. Intituled, 4» A7-for diſtinguiſhing - Proteſtant 
Diſſenters from Popiſh Recuſants, To which they deſired 
the Concurrence of the Houſe, 
The Lords ſent down another Meſſage, to put the 
| Commors 
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Commons in mind of the Bill for the Better regulating 
ef the Tryals of the Peers of England, © © 

And Another Meſſage to acquaint-them, 7hat their 
Lordſhips had received a Petition from Mr. Seymour,' for 
a ſpeedy Tryal, Upon which the Commons read his 
Anſwer to their Impeachment, which had lyen by them 
ſome time ; and ordered a Committee. to prepare Evi- 
dence againſt him, and Manage it at his Tryal. | 

On Tueſday the 4th of January, 

His Majeſty fent the Commons. another Meſſage, - 

which.is as followeth. 


CHARLES R. 
" JI1S Hajeſty received the. Addreſs of this 
Houſe with all the diſpoſition they could wiſh, 
to comply with their reaſonable defires ; but upon per- 
uſing it, be is Sorry to See their Thoughts ſo wholly 
fixed upon the Bill of Exclufton, as to determine that 
all other Remedies for the:Suppreſsing of Popery will 
be ineffettual ; His Majeſty is Confirmed im his Opiz 
nion againſt that Bill by the Judgment of the Houſe 
of Lords, who rejeted it.” He therefore thinks there- 
remains Nothing more for him to ſay in anſwer to 
the Addteſs of, this Houſe, but ta recommend to them 


' the Conſideration of all other Means: for the Preſer- 
vation of the Proteſtant Religion; in-which they have 
no reaſon to doubt of his Concurrence, when ever they. 
ſhall. be preſented 't6 bim_ ina Parliamentary way ;, 

aud. that they: would Conſader-the-prejent State cf. the: 


King- | 
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Kingdom, «s well as the Condition of Chriſtendom, in 
Such a Manner as may inable him'to Preſerve.\Tan- 

gier,” and Secure his Alliances abroad, and the Peace 

and Settlement at home. 


This Meſſage being read in the Hauſe, they Reſol- 
ved to take into Conſideration the Friday following in 
a full Houſe. | 

The fame day the Lords ſent down a Yote- which 
they made that day. | | 


Die Martis 4 Faruary, 1680. 


Reſolved by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Pare 
\ Liament aſſembled, That they do declare that they are ful- 
iy Satisfied, that there now u, and for divers years laſt paſt 
there hath been, a. Horrid and Treaſonable Plot, and Conr 
ſpirasy contrived axd carried on by thoſe. of the Popiſh Re- 
ligion in Ireland, for Maſſacring the Engliſh, and Subvert- 
ing the Proteftant Religion, and the ancient Eſtabliſhed 
Government of that Kingdom; To which their Lordſhips 
defired the Concurrence of the Commons. 


On Wedneſday the' 5th df. Fanuary. 


Richard Thowpſon was Ordered upon his Petition to 


give ſufficient Security for his. forth-comiog to the 
Serjeant at Arms attending that Houſe, to Anſwer to 
the Impeachinent againſt hmm; and ſo was diſcharged of 
his Impriſonmet::) 55. 44s 1 Nh [G3 5 
I can fe No.reaſon why he ſhould: be. proſecuted by 
an Impeachment in Parliament.” It being beneath the 
Digeny of the Houſes to Concern themſelves with 
uch 


much bets HFCs proceeded nglth(t iy che us 
| ps 


a man as Mr. 7hompſo» muſt needs be, who might. 


| C5 
tual or Civil Courts, (if:the Accnſations wete all True;) 
but that his-Blaſpheming:Ca{vin and: the Loyal Presby- 
terian Proteſtants, would have fignified Nothing there ; - 
251 believe they would not. before the Lords, it he had 
been Tryed; - op 

Formerly. the Commons impeached none but ſuch as 
were t00, great tobe proſecuted any where-elſe ; and - 
that but rarely, and upon great Neceſlity : This made 
them Venerable and Dreadful ; but this Courſe for 
Small 'or No faults to impeach and impriſon great Num- 
bers of Mean People which they followed in this Seſſion, 
tended to Nothing, but the Waſting their time : and Hin- 
dring greater Afﬀairs to the damage of the King and 
MOBI. 5 Aa 

The ſame day the Commons agreed an Impeachment 
againſt Sir Willzam Scroggs Knight, Chief Juſtice of the 
Court of Xings-Bench ; and Ordered others to be drawn 
2painſt Sir Francis North Chief Juſtice of the Court of 
Common-Pleas, Sir Thomas Janes, one of the - Juſtices of 
the Kings-Bench, and Sir Richard Weſton, one of the Ba- 
rons of the Exchequer. .So they were refalved to find 
themſelves work, tho they had refuſed to do the King's 
Buſineſs till that was granted, which was impoſlible to 
be had this Seſston of Parliament. 

Thurſday, the 6th of Fazuary, A Bill for the more 
Eaſie Colle&ing the :Duty of 'Hearth-Money.” was read 
a m_— time and+.committed upon. the' Debate of the 
Houle, +. ©: , O rife ws 3 

A Bill. for Repealing the A. for.the Wel-Governing 
of "4 wee was read the ſecond time and commut- 
- Sir Philip Skippox was Excufed from being iato 
Cuſtody for his Default in-not atteriding the'Houſe in 
the Call there of.the 7ue/day betote. « 

S Calonel 
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Colonel Birch: reporting. from, the Committee 
pointed to receive Informations relating to the Popiſþ 
Plott in Ireland, That the Committee, having proceeded 
«pon the Matters to them referred, had taken ſeveral Exa. 
minations, and received the Anſwer of Sir John Davis,and 
bad alſo perufed:ſeveral Informations tranſmitted from the 
Houſe of Lords relating tothe ſaid Plott. All which he 
read. in his place, and afterwards delivered the ſamein 
at the Clerks Table, where the fame were again read. 

The Houſe then took into Conſideration the Meſſage 
fent from 'the Lords the Tueſday. before, wherein they 
defired the Concurrence of the Houſe, and Reſolved, 

That the Houſe did agree with the Lords, with the ad. 
dition of theſe Words, That the Dake of Y ork being a 
Papiſt, and the Expettation of his coming to the Crown, 
hath' given. the Greateſt Countenance and Fncouragement 
thereto, as well as tothe Horrid Popiſh Plot in this King: 
dame of England. | % 2 

And they. reſolved to deliver the faid Yote: to the 
Lords at a Conference, and Appointed a Committee to 
draw up Reafons to be offered at the ſaid Conference. 

Ordered, Thatithe ſeveral Informations of John Mac- 
namara, Maurice Fitz-Gerrald, and James Maſh, that 
day read to the Houſe, relating-to the Triſh Plot, be forth» 
with Printed. IG bt 
_ Reſolved, That Rich. Pourei Earl of Tyxone in: the 
Kingdom of Ireland, Be Impeached of . High Treaſon; And 
that the Lord Durſley do go up to the Bar of the Lords and* 
on 96s ag c.. and pray that he may be Committed 10: 
Safe. Cuftody. | POLE. 

And archer Ordered, That the Committee appointed it- 
prepare the: Evidence againſt the Popiſh Fords ins the: 
Tower, #o prepare the ſaid Impeachment... | 

Ordered, That the further Confideration of the ſaid Re- 

3; port 
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flrt in relation to Arthur Earl of Angleſey and Sir Joh 
Davis, be Adjourned to Sxturday Morning next at Ten of 
the Clock in a full Houſe. : 

When it was Adjonrned to Munday following, which 
was their laſt day, and gave them occafion for other 
Thoughts. ; 

On Friday the 7th day of Fanuary. - 

The ingroſſed Articles of Impeachment againft Sir 
William Screggs were Read,and ſent up to the Lords by 
the Lord Cavendiſh. —_ | 

A Bill to prevent Yexatious Ations, was read the firſt 
time, and Ordered a ſecond reading. (91 

A Bill to prevent the Symony of one perſon from 
prejudicing another, was read the firſt time,and Ordered 
a ſecond reading. | | 

The Bill of Diſcovery of Settlements of Eſtates for 
Superſtitious Uſes, was read the ſecond: time and com- 
mitted upon the debate of the Houſe. _ 

Then the Houſe according to their Order,entred into 
Conſideration of his Majeſty's Meſſage ſent to the Houſe 
the Tueſday before; and Yoted as followeth. 

Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That 
there is no Secarity or Safety for the Proteſtant Religion, 
the King's Life, or the Well Conflituted and Eftabliſhed 
Government of this Kingdom, without paſſing a Bill for diſ- 
abling James Dake of York to Inherit the Imperial Crown 
f England a»d Treland, aud the Dominions and Territo- 
ries thereunto belonging ; and to rely upon any other means 
or remedies, without ſuch a Bill, is not onely Tuſufficient 
but dangerous. 

Reſolved, That his Majefty in his laf} Meſſage having 
aſſured this Houſe of his readineſs to Concur in all other 
means for the f w any of the Proteſtant Religion, this 
Houſe doth declare, That until a Bill be likewiſe paſſed 

S 2 for 
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for Excluding, the Duke of York, this Houfe cannot give 
any Supply to his Majeſty, without Danger to his Majeſtzes 
Perſon, Extream Hazard of the Prateſtant Religion, and 
Unfaithfulneſs to Thoſe by whom this Houſe is truſted. 

It ſeems. the loſs of Zangzer and of. all our Alliances 
abroad, did not at all Hazard the Proteſtant Religion, or 
Endanger his Majeſties Perſon.. 

Reſolued, That all Perſons who Adviſed his. Majeſty in 
his laſt. Meſſage to this Houſe, to infiſt upon an. Opinion 
againſt the Bill for Excluding the Duke of. York, Fave 


g£rven pernicious C ounſel. to his Majeſty, and Are Promo-- 


_ ot Popery, and. Enemies. to the. King and. King. 
OMe. = 

Reſolved, That George Earl of Halifax, Henry Mar. 
gueſs of Worceſter, Henry Earl of Clarendon, in the Opi: 
niox of this Houſe. are perſons who Adviſed his Majeſty in 
his laſt. Meſſage. to. thu: Houſe,. to. infiſt upon an Opinion 
againſt the Bill for. Excluding the Duke of..Y ork, and 
have therein given pernicious Counſel to his Majeſty, and 
are Promoters of Popery-, and Enemies. to the King and 
Kingdom. Cer ie onto 

Reſolved;. That an Eiumble Addreſs be. preſented to ls 
Majefty,.to remove Lawrence Hide £/q: from his Majeſties: 
Councils gud Preſence, 'and-from his.Office in the Treaſury 
or ever. | T | 
f Reſolved, That a» Humble Addreſs be preſented to his. 
Majefy, to.remove Henry Margueſs of Worceſter, from his. 
Preſence. and Councils, aud all the Offices and 1mployments. 
of Honour-and Profit, for ever. . ' LS! 

Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That 
Lewis Earl of Feverſham: i514 Promoter. of, Popery and of 
the French Intereſt; and a Dangerous Enemy: to. the King. 
and Kingdom.. Reſelved, . That an Humble . Addreſs be 
made to. his Majeſty, to remove himfrom. all Military Of-- 


Nees 
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feerand Commands, and. from all other Publick Offices and” 
Inployments, and from his Majeſties Councils and Preſence - 
or ever-- 4 one 3 5:M1 

þ But here was no- Addreſles. Voted againſt George Earl: 
of Halyfax, nor Henry. Earl of Clarendoy. 

A Motion being made alſo-for an Addreſs: to his Ma- 
jſty, to. remove Edward Seymoyr Eſq;: from: bis Maje--- 
{es Council and. Preſence ; it-was. Adjourned to the: 
Munday following... _ = 

Having taken all this-care to Chaſftiſe the Great Men,. . 
who as they. believed had oppoſed them. in this great. 
buſineſs ; in the Next place they undertook to Chaſtiſe 
his Majeſty Himſelf, and if their deſign had:taken ef-- 
fe&t, as it 15 to be hoped-it Never will,. his: Majeſty and 
ill his Succeſſors ſhould have Known-what it is to Anger 
oat Commons.- However. they meant well ; tor: 
Rk tae wloanes ſhould hereafter L2nd or cauſe” 
to be lent by way of Advance,any Money wor the Branches- 
of the King's Revenue ariſing by Cuſtoms, Exciſe or Hearth-- 
Money, (that is, .all the principal Branches) ſha be A4d- 
judged to hinder the Sitting of Parliaments,. and ſhall be- 


* 


reſponſ1b/e for: the ſame in Parliament...  _. __ 

Reſolved, That. wheever fſball accept or. buy any Tadly: © 
of Anticipation. upon any: part of: the King's- Revenue ; or- 
whoſoever ſhall pay ſuch Tally:hereafter. to be ſtruck, ſha#* 
be adjudged to hinder the Sittings of Parliaments,aud ſta 
br reſponſable therefore: in Parſiament; 1 1 

Firſt they Reſolve they would give nothing them-- 
{clves,and-then-they. terrify alt others as much as 1a them : 
lyeth from Lending or. Advancing any Money to him ; 
- which was not according-to-their Writ:of EleQtion to- 
Adviſe, his. Majeſty, . but by - durets.to. torce'and compel, 
him ta Submit to. therr better Judgment as became Loyal- 
ad Dutiful Subjects... : So 


. = « 


- (112) 


-So that his Majeſty might well fay of theſe Yotes, 
That inſtead of giving him aſsiftance to Support his 
Allies, or enabling him to Preſerve 7angter, they tended. 


rather to diſable him from contributing towards either, 
by his own Revenue or Credit, not only expoſing him 
to all Dangers that might happen either at home or 


abroad ; but endeavouring to deprive him of the poſ-. 


ſibility of Supporting the Government it Self, and to 
reduce.him to a more helpleſs condition than the mean- 
. eſt of his Subje&s. A Sad and a very Fuſft Complaint,and 
Accordingly reſented by that vaſt Number of People 
that have ſince Adareſied to thank his Majeſty for that 
Declaration. F221] 

On Saturday the 8th of January. 

The Lords fent a Meſſage to the Commons to ac- 
quaint them that their Lordſhips had appointed that 


day Sevennight for hearing the Cauſe upon the Im-' 


peachment of Ms. Seymour, and that their Houſe might 
reply if they thought fit, but they had no leiſure to 
take notice of it. 

Information being given to the Houſe by the Serjeant 
at Arms that Sir John Lloyd, Sir Edward Philips, Her- 
bert Herring, Miles Baspole, Iles, and Arthur Teo 
mans, Who for divers great Miſdemeanors by them com- 


mMitted (as was pretended) againſt the Priviledge of their 


Houſe, were Ordered to be taken in Cuſtody of the faid 


Serjeant, did Abſcond themſelves, that the faid Order 


vary not be put in Execution againſt them ; hereupon 
tne | 

- FEW That an Humble Application ſhould be made 
to his Majeſty from their Houſe, by Such Members thereof 
as were of his Majeſties moſ# Honourable Privy Council; 
defiring his Majefty to Iſſue out his Royal Proclamation - 
the Apprehending the ſaid ſeveral perfons, in cafe t 


foal 
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ftould not render themſelves 'to the Serjeant by a certain day 
therein to-be limited. © 

The fame day they Ordered, That a Committee ſhould be 
Appointed to inſpect thejJournals of their Houſe,and of the 
Houſe of Lords, and Precedexts, to' Juſtify and Maintain, 
That the Lords ought to Commit Perſons to Safe Cuſtody when 
Impeached for High Treaſon by the Commons in Parliament , 
and to make report thereof to the Fouſe. Which Yote had 
relation to Sir William Scroggs. 

And ſo we are come to the day that finally put an End 
to all their Proceedings, which was Munday the roth day 
of January ; and a'great Wonder it was that his Majeſty 
could endure them fo long. 

They began the day with a Yore,which ſhews the Mean- 
ing and Tendance of all the reſt. | | 

Reſolved, That whoſoever Adviſed his Majeſty to Prorogue 
this Parliament to any other purpoſe than in order to the pafe 
ſing of a Bill for the Excluſion of James Dute of York, is a 
betrayer of the King, the Proteſtant Religion, and of the 
Kingdom of England, 4 Promoeter of the French Intereſt, and 
a Penfioner to France. | 

They Knew then that they were to be Prorcgued, but 
they Knew not by whoſe Advice ;- and fo it lis Majeſty did 
it without any Advice, then all theſe Hard words were 
thrown at him : but by whomſoever it were done,this Yoze 
could have no good meaning or effe&, ayd mult end in- 
Smoke or Tumults ; and Confufron. 

2. Refoluzd, That the Thanks of this Fiouſe be given to the 
City of London for their Manifeſt Loyalty to the King, their 
Care, Charge and Figilancy for the Prefervation of his Maje- 
fties Perſon, and of the Proteſtant Religion. | E: 

Ordered, That the Members that Serve fur the City of .on-- 
don; do accordingly give them-the Thanks of the Houſe. 

Reſolved, That .it 3s the Opinion of this Houſe, . That the- 
Czty 
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City of London was Burat.in the Tear 1666, by the. Papiſts, 

lefrgning thereby to Introduce Arbitrary Power and Popery 
into the Kingdom. LEA obs "7 One 
Reſolved, That the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtomes and other 
Officers of the Cuſftom-Fouſe, have Wilfully broken the Law 
prohibiting. the Importation of French Wines, and other Com- 
modities ; and that if they ſhall hereafter Wilfully or Negli- 
gently break that Law ; they ſhall be queſtioned therefore in 
Parliament. 

Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Fouſe, That 
James Duke of Monmouth hath been removed from. his Off-. 
ces and Commands by the Influence of the Duke of Y ork. 

Ordered, That an humble Application be made to his Ma- 
Jeſty from this Honſe, by ſuch Members thereef as are of his 
Majeſties Honourable Privy-Council, to defire his Majeſty to 
reſtore the ſaid James Duke of Monmouth, to his ſaid Off- 
.ces aud Commands. | 

This was excellently timed, and they had fo obliged his 
Majeſty, they might be ſure he would not deny them. 

Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That the 
Proſecution of Proteſtant Diſfenters upon the Penal Laws, 
is at this time Grievous to the Subjett, a weakning of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, and incouragement to Popery, and dan- 
gerous to the Peace of the Kingdom. 

Here their Mouths were ſtopt by a Meſlage from the 
King,by Edward Carteret Uſher of the Black-Rod,Acquaint- 
ing them that the King Commanded them to Attend him 
immediately in the Houſe of Peers. And there his Maje- 
ſty Prorogued them to the Thurſday Sevennight, being 
the 207h of that Inſtant January, 1680. | 

1. His Majeſty gave his Royal Aſſent to the 4 Prohi- 
ting the Importation of Cattle. from 7reland.. 
$5: —_ the A for Supplying the late Af for Burying is 
oollen. 


3. And 


—_ - 

3: And to an A To refifie Errors in Sir Charles Hough- 
ton's Settlement. 

There was another A# for Repeal of the AZ of the 3 5 
of Elizabeth ready to be paſſed, and it was Loſt No body 
knew how, and was never quoorr to his Majeſty. 

Soon after this Parliament was Diffolved by Proclama- 
tion, to the great Satisfh&ion of all-but the Diſenters, who 
(ifthey had tectvable toconfider things Aright)had as little 
reaſon to be pleaſed: with-their Proceedings as any of the 
reſt; for they did them no other Service then to Exaſperate 
the King and the Government a od them,and have made 
_ to be niore proſecuted a kefs preied than they were 

ore. 

The Popiſh Party received almoſt is little damage by 
them as the Diſſenrers did Advaritage; for they bending 
their force Equally againſt the Sncceſton and Popery all their 
Deſgn(if they had any beyond clamour)ageinit thePapiffs 
were broken. - 

Their Arbitrary and Ilteg 7 Proccedi s againſt the 4b. 
horrers of the Tumultuous Petitions for the Sitting of the Par- 
liament, procured: more Friends to the Duke ot 7; ork, then 
perhaps he 'would otherwiſe haye had;and gave the Engliſh 
Gentry an Excellent Profpe& what they mightExpeCt trom 
theſe Warm Gentlemen if ever they fell into their hands. © 

"The King had a fair Warning alfo to look to Himſelf,and 
the Religion by Law Eſtabliſhed, when he faw with how lit- 
tk Reverence theſe Protefants at Large treated Hitm, while 
his Prerogatives were intire,and w in his Own Hands; 
and had he bur yi tothem i m the Point of the Date of 
Terk, they Wold Soo evi tzught him, reempe _m wasto 
be gotten by Complyi ith men of 
The only $ery AE Sas toth 
our! Aer Foyer Ba Ren thar orhe Fen King New 
 ExpeQted from England, A their ftrongeft Towns 
te 
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to him ſor the Asking, and fo ſuffered the worſt effe&ts of 
War in Peace. 

The City of London Loſt the hewns of having any more 
Parliaments amongſt them till Times be better and more 
Settled, by their grateful Applications. to them for their. 
Loyalty and Care of the Proteſtant Religion at Large. 

' The Trade of a Conſiderable part of the Nation is ruined, 
not for want of Laws, but by too many, which have reſtrai-. 
ned that intercourſe and freedom that ought to te betwixt 
Us and our Neighbour Nations : yet I cannot fay that this 
Parliament would have relieved the Nation in that point if 
they had Continued. Longer, 'when it is conſidered with 
what care and induſtry the A for the prohibition of 1riſþ: 
Cattel was carried againſt all oppoſition, tho it is damage- 
able toa very conſiderable part of the Nation, if not to the 
whole ; and had theſe Gentlemen been equally concerned; 
for the Suppreſsing of Popery;as they were for this ACT; 
Some of thoſe Bills at leaſt, that were ſent down from the 
Lords, or began by the Commons, might have been ready 
as well as this for the-Royal Aſſnt... 

| Yet they had ſome. very good Bills. relating. to- Trade, 
under conſideration, but they were not ſo Zealous in that: 
Concern as they ought to have been: bur rather- ſeemed. 
ro fear. the State of the People on that account ſhould be; 
made too. eafie before. they had. obtained their other Egds. 
af his Majeſty and the Government, - 
- Of this their. /oze about-the 4. for prohibition of the: 
French Trade may. be:an. inſtance; for. however -that At: 
might. be of great uſe, if the. Dutch-would conſent to. pro- 
hibit all. Trade with; them as well as. We :.: yet. as: Lopg as. 
they go on. att dra them, and; we.do not; it-.onely, 
tends to umpoveriſh- the Kin 3 andXs ; 20d Jnrich them ;- 
and therefore ought. to fac _ at; WET a they 
ye cap mptyally, agree,50 I 7 4g 
A 
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Not did the' Proteſtant Religion by Law eftabliſhed,fare any 
better, for that being equally oppoſed by the Diſſenters on 
one hand, and the Papiffs on the other, under pretence of 
Uniting us againit the latter, the former were encouraged 
by their Votes and Bills to endeavour her ruine. oo 
The Bill for Uniting his Majeſties Proteſtant Subjects, is 
a perte& Toleration of almoſt all other Religions which 
are or ſhall be amongſt us, except Popery ; and had it, 
and the other Bill for Exempting them trom the Penalties 
of the Laws made againſt the Popiſh Recufants paſſed, it 
would not have been poſſible to have Executed them or any 
other againſt the Papiits. - For it cannot be imagined that the 
Papiſts could not have been able to' have got themlelves 
| Liſted: amongſt ſome of our Diflenters or other, and then 
upon making the-Declaration, and producing two Perſons as 
Witnefs, that they believed them to' be Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters, they woald- have had the liberty to have inflamed 
both thoſe 'Diſſenters that were Comprehended, and thoſe 
that were Tolerated againſt the entire Conformiſts, and 
theſe again ”=_ them. * And ſo both Popery ſhould have 
gone unpuniſhed, and the Feuds amongſt our ſelves wonld 
have grown to' that height, that nothing but a ſtanding 
Army would have been able to have kept us in any tolerable 
uiet. | 
! If the Miniſters of the Church of England had been part 
of them entire Conformiſts, and part of them Presbyte- 
rians, thoſe that were of the firſt ſort, would have kept up 
the Religion Eſtabl:ſhed as high or higher then now, and 
the other Party- muſt have laid aſide totally” the uſe of 
the Common-Prayer as well as the Surplice, Crols, 
and Kneeling at the Lords Supper,” or elſe their whole 
Party which now follow them, would have all left then, 
and ſo another FaQtion would have rifen in the Church 
& Semi-Conformiſts, and all thoſe that are withoar the 
FI Church 
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Church would have continued, as now they are, under other 
Teachers, only more infolent, and more turbulent ; and fo 
inſtead of uniting us againſt. the Papiſts and Popery,which is 
the pretended cauſe of the A#,we ſhould have been more di- 
vided and Animated againſt each other then now we are. 

It was one of the Rules preſcribed by that Bill,7hat no per. 
fon ſhould be admitted to take the Declaration, who refuſed the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy when tendred unto him. Now 
this would have leſt all the Quakers, Anabapriſts, and ſeve- 
ral other Sets in the fame ſtate of Perſecution (as they call 
it) as they now are; and great Numbers of the Other Sets. 
too, when they had conſidered of it, would have Scrupled it, 
as well as they in Scotland have done: and ſo thoſe that were 
totally Excluded,would have been enraged againſt thoſe that 
had teen tolerated, as having, betrayed them firſt, and then 
left them to the Severity of the Eaw, and by. that, tune all 
theſe Parties, viz. the Rigzd Conformiſts. 2. Semi-Confeor- 
wiſts. 3. Tolerated and Non-Tolerated Proteſtants all enraged 
againſt each other,had for ſome time been fermented by the 
Feſuits and Popiſh Party,a man may gueſs what kind of Z7/»joz 
there would:have been amongſt Proteftants in England. 

And when they had gained all this, what Security could: 
have keen given that they would have reſted here? that 4 
which one Parliament makes,another may Repeal : and they 
would' never have been. Secure of Keeping what they had 
gained,but by taking care to fill the Houſe of Commons in 

-every Parliament with the moſt FaCtious men they eould pick 
out; and they could never have maintained their reputation 
with the Party, but by puſhing things forward,and fo every 
Seſſions ſomething more muſt have been granted for the 
better Security of the Union, and removing of Fears and Jea- 
louſies, till at laſt we had been brought to the fame ſtate of 
Confuſion his Majeſty found us in at his Return. 

That a conſiderable number of theſe Diſſenters are as mob 

againſt 
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2gainſt Monarchy as Contormity,is Apparent by their Books, 
diſcourſes, and former practice. Now what Security ſhould 
his Majeſty have had, that when this Party had by impunity 
and time been ſtrong enough to have dealt with the- Loyal 
Party, they would not have endeavoured to be diſpenſed 
with from obeying him or any other King but Chriſt Feſus-2 
and then Nothing could have united Proteſtants and Secured 
us againft Popery, but the Laying afide the Kingly Govern- 
ment, and the Setting up a Common-wealth ; and of this 
they have already given ſome Notable hints in their Pam- 
phlets : and when they are told the Excluſion of the Duke 
of Tork will onely Secure them once from a Popiſh Prince, 
and make them that follow mere Cautious how they diſco- 
ver themſelves too ſoon; and that if any Actual King of 
Exg/and ſhould turn Papift, which is as poſſible and more 
probable then. 'that another Heir ſhould do ir, they would 
then be in the ſame ſtate as if the Duke Succeeded : They 
conftantly reply, That 7t is unreaſonable it ſkould be in the 
power of one man to reduce us to Popery ; that 1s, It 1s not rea- 
ſonable that Kingly Government ſhould be any Longer Con- 
tinued amonglt us. | x | | 

From all which I conclude, That the profe&t of Uniting, 
Proteſtants by remitting, the Laws againſt the Difſenters, 1s. 
impoſsible ; and that theſe Conſequences being Qbvious and 
Apparent before-hand ; there could be no other defign in 
the Attempt but the ruine of the Monarchy, and the intro- 
ducing Confuſion, and War among(t us ; at leaſt theſe would: 
certainly have followed. . | | 

So that the day a Toleratzon, or which is all one, an Zion 
amongſt Proteſtants upon the terms propounded, is ſettled, 
the Monarchy muſt be made Atfolute, or it will not Stand : 
And Proviſion muſt be made to maintain a Standing Army 
bigg enough eo-Keep af Parties Quiet, how much foever the 
we averſe to it,or our Peace at home will not be gs" | 
Ang: 
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Andas toall Foreigti affairs, E»g/and muft look on,and ſuffey 
;all thirtgs to go as they will; for Neither King nor Common. 
' Wealth will be in a Condition todo any thing abroad in that 
{unſettled ſtate things will be at home ; and by that time 
: England comes to lettle, France (if God interpoſe not by 


 *Miracles) will bave brought under So many of its Neigh- 


Conclu- 


fon. 


.bours, that England will be able to make no effeuat reſi: 


RKance it it ſhould be attacked by that Potent Kingdom. on 


My dearcſt Countrymen, I humbly begg you would: be 
pleaſed to refle& Seriouſly upon this 'in time, 1f it be not 
Now too late, and Unite-heartily with His Majeſty qur moſt 
Gracious :and Sweet-Natured Soveraign, and the Religion 


Eſtabliſhed, and not ſuffer your ſelves to be led by pretended 


Fears into real and unavoidable Slavery and Confuſion ; at- 
tended with all the Miſeries of War, and which (as much as 
_ can foreſee) muſt end in Popery and a French Conqueſt 
of us. | 4 

I have laid the Matter plainly before you, not Knowing 
what may follow as: to my Self; but this I am ſure of, that 
Advantage I can have none by it. I am a private perſon, and t 
Expect ſo to liveand die. 1 have no aim at any Publick Im- 
ployment or Place of Truſt, nor any means:to attain it it 

had.: I am Contented with the State God hath Set me In. 
And the Utmoſt I'wiſh for is; to Leave things to my Poſte- 
rity as they ought Now to be, if the Laws had their due Et- 
teas; and therefore I am compelled by Nothing but my 
Zealous affection for my Country; which (next God and 
my own Soul) I love above alt things, to run the hazard of 
giving you this Advice, and thereby drawing upon: me the 
Malice and Revenge of all thoſe that ſeek to Ruine and En- 
ſlave You. - Ms C OE 
-, As to thoſe Gentlemen of the Flonſe of Commons, who may 
pdflibly. take offence at What I have written; (for all ow 
TT, : ure 
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fare will not) I deſire they would- in cool blood Conſider 
what they have done, and then let them think of Me what 
they pleaſe :- For if ever Faction, Anger, and ill deſigns were 
eftertained- by- ſo great a Body of Men-as the Mejor part of 
this Houſe was; it” is Apparent they were here.. And I will 
inſtance io but a-tew Particulars, tho I might in more. 
- Canany mortal man produce either Precedent or Law to 
Juſtifie the Impriſonment of the Gentlemen called the 4bhor- 
rers > Have the meaneſt people of Enzland a right to Petition 
the King againſt his Expreſs Command, in a thing of whictz 
he is the Sole Judge,by all our Laws; andthat by Multitudes 
of Hands proeured by men that have no authority for that 
purpoſe ; and may not Grand-Juries, Juſtices of the Peace,an} 
other ſuch like perſons oppoſe them, or which is leſs; difown 
it >-But ſuppoſe they cid more than they ought, was it fit 
to impriſon them before they were allowed to defend them- 
ſelves ?- Gentlzmen, at ſerved your turn now,. but it may one 
day be tutn'd againſt you, and then conſider how you wilk 
take it. The Corporations do Now moſt of them ſend Gerntf- 
men,. but they may when'they pleaſe lay Youby; and ſend 
Mechanicks, Trades-men, Shop: Keepers, How would your 
high ſpirits brook it to'be ſent'for in Cuſtody, and made to 
Kneel (without being Suffered to'Speak, and onely for doing. 
your duties) to ſuch men, and ſo be ſent home again? Iam 
ſure no Fng/i/þ Gentleman can brook this zadignity tut with . 
ſuch inward Reſentments as befit the Generoſity and Temper 
of that Nation, or otherwiſe I muſt think-we are prepared 
for Slavery; and all that Manly Conrage'that hath mads 
our People Renowned in all -Countries:in the World, is dc= 
generated into- the Moſt Shametul. Effeminacy and Cowar- 
diſe. Onely in this caſe Religron' and Loyalty made them 
| Yield, even to Injuſtice. and —— A$Slong-as his Sa- 
cred Majeſty. thought-fit. to Saffer_1r;-they- Submutted, but 
with'ſuch Thoughts as-would have taught you more Juſtige 
ad Moderation gf this had not bzen 1n the caſe... Your: 
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.. Your ſtyling all thoſe Gentlemen that had been brought in 
to the Commulsion of the Peace in the room of ſome others 
diſplaced, M E N of Arbitrary Principles, and Countenancers of 
Papiſts and Popery ; and if you could have, 1avented more 
Odious Names and Words than theſe, you might with as 
much truth and ingenuity have beſtowed them upon them. 
Was it fairly done, or was it not? Is-it one of the Priviledges 
of your Houſe to Vote Me a Few or a Turk, or that I was one 
of thoſe men that occaſioned the Breach betwixt Charles the 
Firſt and his Parliament 2 If it be, then 1 will' fay no more, 
but that I begg your Pardon ; and Kneel down at the Bar of 
a Houſe of Commons with the ſame Submilsion, as if I believed 
the Speaker Infallible, and every Member af Angel. But if 
your Yotes ought to be not only Conſonant to Law, but 
agreeable to the truth of things, then that Paſſage was haſtily 
and paſsionately written, and not well Conſidered ; and care 
ought to be taken for the future to Write more Cautiouſlly, 
--——m_ and Yote like Men that had a little reſpe& to your 
Places. 

Your Yotes of the 7th of Fawuary 1680. concerning his 
Majeſties Revenues and -borrowing, of Money upon them, 
are they juſtifiable or no 2 may 1 not lend the King 100/. 
if I pleaſe without your leave, and not incur the danger of 
being reputed an Enemy to the Sitting of Parliaments? 
Suppoſe the French ſhould Land in England or Ireland,or the 
Papiſts or Diſknters riſe, and tize King Want Money to ſup- 
preſs the ane, - or drive out the other, muſt we hazard his 
andour Rnuine, rather then ſupply him by a Lone in the In- 
tervals of Parliament, have we a Property in what is our 
own, and may we not uſe it as we ſee cauſe; without breach 
of Priviledge of Parliament 2 | 
 ___ Your FPote of the 10th of Faxuary, That the Proſecution of 

the Proteſtant Diffenters upon the Penal Laws, was at that time 

Grievous to the Subjefl, a Weakning of the Proteſtant Intereſt, 
IS I us 


an Incouragement to Popery, and Dangerous to the Peace of th. 
Kingdom ; is as little underſtood as any of the reſt. Why 
was it made 2 To what Subje&t is it Grievous? To the Diſ- 
ſenters 2 Why then let them leave their Diſſenting to the 
Church of England and all will be well. What Proteſtant 
Intereſt doth it weaken, for there are more Proteſtant Inte- 
reſts then one in the Nation 2 doth it weaken that Proteſtanr 
Intereſt which is Settled by Law 2 Then fay ſo. But how it 
doth encourage Popery, or endanger the Peace of the Nation, 
is yet Harder to be underſtood : but Suppoſe it did ; what 
then? You may repeal the Laws, and Bills you had afoot, 
_ that would have Repealed them if they would have paſſed; 
but you were to be adjourned, and had not time to finiſh 
them : And did you think to have laid them-aſleep by your 
Single Yote, without the Conſent of the Lords or the King 2 
You ſhould have done well then to have told the Nation that 
you have the whole Legiſlative Power in your hands, and 
that it is Contrary to Law for any man to A& againſt a Fore 
of the Houſe of Commons, tho in Obedience to an Act of 
Parliament. 

' But that I may not feem to fet up my own Single Judg- 
ment againſt a Whole Houſe of Commons, T1 will infert an Au- 
thority or two Equal to them, in better Times tho they be 
Long. The firſt of which ſhall be an Addreſs of the Zouſe 
of Commons the 28. of Febr. 1663. 


May it pleaſe your Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


KT E Tour Majeſties moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjefts, the 
Knights,Citizens and Burgeſſes of the Houſe of Commons 
in Parliament Aſſembled, having with all Fidelity and 
Obedience Confidered of the Several Matters C —_— in Tour 
 Majeſties late Gracious Declaration of the 2.6. of Decemb. Laſt, 

yy your moſt Gracious Speech at the beginning of this preſent 

Seſsion. 


V Do 


*1' ſuppoſe 


here is a word 


wanting, 
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Do in the firſt place for our Selves, and in the Names of all 
the Commons of England, render to your moſt Sacred Majety, 
the Tribute of our moſt hearty Thanks for all that infinite Grace 
and Goodneſs wherewith Tour Majeſty hath been pleaſed to pub. 
liſh your Royal Intentions of adhering to your AQt of Indemnity 
and Oblivion, by your Conſtant and Religious obſervance of it. 
And our Hearts are further enlarged in theſe returns of Thankſ. 
givings, when we Conſider Tour Majeſties moſt Princely and 
Eeroick Profeſsions of relying upon the Aﬀettions of your People, 
and Abhorring all Sort of Military and Arbitrary Rule. But 
above all, we can never enough remember, 70 the Honour of. 
Tour Majefties Piety, and our own unſpeakable Comfort, thoſe 
Solemn,and moſt endearing Invitations of us Tour Majeſties Sub- 
jets, to prepare Laws to be preſented ts Tour Majeſty, againſt 
the Growth and encreaſe of Popery ; and withal to provide more 
Laws againſt Licentiouſneſs and Impiety, at the ſame time de-. 
claring Tour Own Reſolutions for Maintaining the Ad of Unt+ 
foumity. 4nd it becomes.us always to acknowledg. and. Admire 
Tour Majefties Wiſdom in this your Declaration, whereby Tour 
Majeſty is pleaſed to reſolve not onely by Sumptuary Laws, but 
by yoar Own: Royal Example of Frugality, to reſtrain that Ex- 
ceſs in mens Expences,which- is grown y4 eneral and ſo exorbi- 
tant, and to dire our endeavours to find out fit Laws for Ad- 
vancement of Trade and Commerce, 

After all this, We humbly beſeech Tour Majeſly to. believe, 
that it is with Extream Unwillingneſs and Reluttancy of Heart 
that we are brought to differ from any thing which your Majeſty 
bath thought-fit 10 propoſe. And though we do no way doubt;:butt 
that the unreaſonable diſtempers of Mens Spirits, and the Many. 
PYutinies:a»d Conſpiracies which were carried on during the 
late Interval of Parliaments,did reaſonably incline Tour Majeſty 
* to ill humours, till the Parliament aſſembled, and the hopes: 
of an Indulgence, if the Parliament ſhould Conſent. to it; Ejpe- 
tally ſering the pretenders to this Indulgence did ſeem to _ 

ome: 
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ſome title to it by virtue of Tour Majeſties Declaration from 
Bzeda. Nevertheleſs your Majeſties moſt Datiful and Loyal 
Subjetts, who are Now returned to Serve in Parliament from 
thoſe Several Parts and Places of Tour Kingdom for which we 
were Choſen, do humbly offer to Tour Majeſties Great Wiſdom, 
That it is in No Sort Adviſeable, that there be any Indulgence 
to ſuch perſons who prefume to diſſent from the Act of Unifar- 
mity and Religion Eſtabliſhed, for theſe Reaſons. 

We have Conſidered the Nature of Tour Majeſties Declaration 
from Breda, and are Humbly of Opinion that Tour Majeſty ought 


. not to be preſſed with it any further. 


__ 


Becauſe it is not a Promiſe in it Self, but onely a Gracious 
declaration of Tour Majefties Intentions to do what in you lay, 
and what a Parliament ſhould Adviſe Tour Majeſty to do; and 
No ſuch Advice was ever given or thought fit to be offered, nor 
could it be otherwiſe Underſtood, becauſe there were Lawes of 


Uniformity then in being, Thich Could not be diſpenſed wore his. 


with but by Act of Parliament. 7hey who do pretend a right 
to that Suppoſed Promiſe, put their right into the Hands of 
thei Repreſentatives whom ; choſe to Serve for them in 
this Parliament, who have paſſed, and your Majeſty Conſented to 
the ACT of Uniformity. If any ſhall preſume to Say, That a 
right to the benefit of this Declaration doth ſtill remain after 
this Aft paſſed ; it tends to diſſolve the very Bouds of Govern- 
ment, and to Suppoſe a diſability in Tour Majeſty , and your 
Houſes of Parliament to make a Law contrary to'any part of your 
 Majeſties Declaration, though both Houſes ſhould Adviſe Teur 
Majeſty to it. 

We have alſo Conſidered the Nature of the Tudulgence prope- 
ſed, with reference to thoſe Conſequences which muſt Neceſſarily 
attend it. 

[t will Eſtabliſh Schiſm by a Law, and make the whole Go- 
vernment of the Church precarious, and the Cenſures of it of No 
- Moment or Conſideration at all, 
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It will uo way become the Gravity or Wiſdom of a Parliament, 
to paſs a Law at One Seſsion for Uniformity, and at the Next 
Seſsion, the reaſon for Vniformity Continuing ſtill the ſame, to 
paſs another Law to fruſtrate of Weaken the Execution of it. 

[t will Expoſe Tour Majefty to the reſtleſs Importunity of 
every Sett or Opinion, and of every ſingle perſon alſo, that ſhall 
preſame to diſſent from the Church of England. 

It will be a cauſe of increafing Sefts and Seftaries, whoſe 
Numbers will weaken the true Proteſtant profeſsion ſo far, that 
it will at laſt become difficult for itto defend it - ſelf againſt 
them. And which is yet further Conſiderable, thoſe Numbers - 
which by being troubleſom to the Government, find they can Ar- 
rive to an Indulgence, will, as their Numbers increaſe, be yet 
more troubleſome, ſo at length they may arrive to a general 
Toleration, which Tour Majeſty hath declared againft,and in 
time, ſome —_ Sef will at laſt Contend for an Eftabliſh- 
ment, which for ought ca be foreſeen, may end in JPopery. 

It is a thing altogether without Precedent and will take away 
all means of Convitting Recuſants, and be inconſiſtent with the 
Method and Proceediigs of the Laws of England. 

Taſtly, it is humbly Conceived, That the Indulgence prop:- 
fed will be fo far from tending to the Peace of the Kingdem,that 
it is rather likely to occaſion great diſturbance. | 

And on the Contrary, That the Aſſerting of the Laws and ® 
the Religion Eſtabliſhed according to the AQt of Uniformity, . 
is the moſt probable Means to yan Fa a Settled Peace and Obe- 
dience- through the Kingdom ; becanſe the Variety of Profeſſions 
in Reljigion,when Openly indulged, doth direly diſt inguiſh wen 
znto Parties, and withal gives them Opportunities to count their 
Numbers,which confidering the Animoſities that out of a religious 
Pride will be kept on foot by the ſeveral Faftions, doth tend 
direfly and inevitably to open diſturbance : Nor can Tour Ma- 
Jeſty have any Security; that the Doftrine or Worſhip-of the Se- 
weral Faflions,which are all governed by a Several Rule, ſhall be 
confiſtent with the Peace of the Kingdom. Þ-. dud. 
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And if any per/on ſhall preſame to diſturb the Peace of the Kiug-- 
dome, We do in all humility declare, That we will for ever ,and upon - 
all occaſions be ready with our Vtmoſi Endeavours and Aſsiftarce, to 
Adhere to, and Serve Tour Majefty according to our bounden Duty 
and Allegiance. £ + 

The Reaſon and Loyalty of this Addreſs prevailed” with his 
Majeſty at that time, to hay aſide all his Thoughts of an zdul- 
gence ; and well had it been for him and us, if he had never re-- 
aſſumed them-: for from: his forſaking this Advice in the Year 
1671. Sprung all thoſe Miſertes that now ſo much threaten bim 
and us. But tho his Majeſty Changed, the Par/iament kept their 
grounds; for in an Addreſs dated rhe 14th of Feb.. 1672. thev 
aſſert againſt 2s Maje/ties Declaration of Indulgence dated the 
15th of March before, That Penal Statutes i» Matters Eccle- 
fraftical, cannot be ſuſpended but by Af of Parliament. We there- 
fore (lay 'they) the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of the Fuſe of © 
Commons, do moſt humbly beſeech Tour Majeſty, That the ſaid Law?s 
may have their Free Courſe, until it ſhall be otherwiſe previded by 
Att of Parliament ; and that Tour Majeſty would Gractouly be plea- 
fed to grve ſuch Direftions herein that no Apprehenfions or Jea oufies + 
may remain in the' Hearts of Tour Majeſt ies good and faithful Sub- 
0K. -. | | DE dn 

The King not being Satisfied with this; bur Qilinfiſting that 
he had a Right by his Supremacy to Saſpend the Execu:15n of 
Penal Laws in Ecclefaftical Affairs; They replyed the 26th of 
Feb. following, That no ſuch Pow#r was ever Claimed or Ex2r- 
ciſed by any of his Majeftzes' Predecefſars ; and if it ſhould be ad.- 
mitted, might tthd to the Tuterrupting of 'the Free Courſe of the 
Laws, and altering the Legiſlative Power, which hath always been : 
acknowledged to refide in his Majeſty, and the Two Flouſes of: Par- 
liament. Teref-re they did with an Unanimous Conſent become - 
- again Humble Suitors unto his Sacred Majefty, That he would be 
pleaſed "to give:them a fill and Satisfattory Anſwer to their-jirſt 
Petitton ard Addreſs ; and that his' Majeſty would take fuoh effe- 
Qual Order, That the Proceedings in this Matter -might not be for- 
the future drawn into Example... To- 
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To which ſaid laſt Addreſs, his Majeſty was pleaſed to Con- 

deſcend fo far, asto Order his. Declaration of Indulgence to be 

taken off the File and Cancell'd. RL. | 

Now the uſe I make of all, is to ſhew firſt, That the Opinion 
of an Excellent & Wiſe Houſe of Commons was, That an /:du/. 

gence,Toleration or Union,as they now call it, was of a Mijchievous = 
Nature, and would finally end in Confuſion and Popery. Second. £9 
ly, That if it ſhould be thought neceſſary to grant one, it being IW"® 
a Legiſlative 'Ad, it muſt be by the Joynt Conſent of the King £* 
and the Two Houſes, and not by any one of them. And there. lt 
fore I will Leave it to the Conſideration of the Gentlemen of that *? 
Houſe to Judge, Whether they did well in paſſing the Yote of G1 
the r0th of Faruary aforeſaid, for the Suſpenſion of al Penal Laws NW" 
which relate tothe Proteſtant Diſſenters. ., © 

Some pretending to Excuſe them, have ſaid it was a Yote only 
in order to a Bill to bebrought in for the taking thoſe Laws away. 
ButT anſwer, There were ſeveral other Bills tor that purpoſe de- 
pending ;- and therefore this was in-vain. Secondly, There is no 
mention of a Bill to be brought in in the Concluſion of the Yote. 

Thirdly, They knew. they were to be Prorogued, as appears by 
_—_— Yote, and therefore Such a Defign would have been im- 
poſlible. 

Now if they had carried thoſe few Points in this Sefsign, Fir/t 
not onely to Deny the King any Supply, but to make it Criminal 
tor any man to Lend him any Money upon his Revenues; the 
might then in another Seſsion have gone further, and have made 

At Puniſhable for any man to have paid him his Juſt Settled, Le- 
- gal Dues; and that would haye made them able to have Forced 
this Xing or his Sacceſſors to what ever they had pleaſed. 
Secondly, If they might have gone on to impriſon his Majeſty's 
Subjedts in an legal and Arbitrary way,for Matters that had no 
relation toPriviledges of Parliament,they might afterwards have 
Extended this to as many Perſons and Things as they had plea- 
ſed, and. ſo No man would have dared.to have ſtood by His 
Majeſty againſt a ZZouſe of Commons, tho they had ge" 
bt ; | &þ0 4 
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Depoſe his Majeſty. Nor would his Majeſty in a ſhort time 
have been able to have ProteCted his Subjes againſt any 
injury that they or any of them had been pleaſed to have 
done them; which would infallibly have Subverted the Mo- 
urchy, and have introduced a Common-Wealth. 

Thirdly, It they had got that great Branch of the Ze- 
riſative Power into their hands, ot ſuſpending the Execu-- 
tion of Laws by their Yoze, they might have driven it as far 
$ they pleaſed, and ſo have once more Outed the King and 
th2 Houſe of Lords, as'a former Parliament did by the 
ame Means. I will conclude this with the Judgment of a 


Great and a Learned Man, No Orders made by A Houſe of Clarendows*+ . 
Commons in England, are of any Validity or Force, or receive Anſwer to 

my Submiſston, longer then that Houſe of Commons Continues ; Hobbs, 
ud if Any Order made by them be againſt anyLaw or Statute, P:127) 


itis Void whew it is Made, and receives no Obedience. 


His Majeſty then had both:Law and Reaſon on his Side,.. 
when he ended his Speech to the Next Parliament at Oxfotd, 
wth theſe Words : 


WILL Conclude with this one Advice to you, That the 
Rules and Meaſures of all your Votes, may be the Known 
' and Eſtabliſhed Laws of the Land,. which Neither Can, 
wr Ouzht to be Departed from, nor Chang'd, but by Ad of. 
Parliament 2. 4»d 7 may the more reaſonably Require, That 
lou make the Laws of the Land your Rule, becauſe { am? 
Reſolved they ſhall be Mane.. 


FINIS. 
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TOTHE--: | 


YT Aving received the following. Papers 
juſt as this Trattate was finiſhed 
and Printed off , 1 thought my ſelf 

obliged to Comply with the - reaſonable Re- 
que$t of ſo many Perſons of that Worth: and 
Quality the Subſcribers are : Tho at the 
ſame time I muſt confeſs, that neither I, nor 
this Treatiſe, do or can deſerve that Cha- 
raFer their Civility and Goodneſs-bave:be- 


fowed on us. 


ADVICE 


Touching 
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_—: 
 Eing Inform'd that you are upon a Continuation of 
that Excellent Work, Entituled, 4» Addrefs. to the 
racemen and Freeholders of the Nation ; and that the Third 
Part of it is now in the Preſs, we take the Freedom to 
Trouble you with this our Joynt-Requeſt : That if you 
take any Notice of the Cafe of Mr. Richard Thompſon of 
Briſtol Clerk, in the Series of your Narration, you will 
be pleaſed to give Credit to the Report which we -ſhall 
here offqr you; And ( if you think fitting ) to Commu- 
gicate it to the Publick in' his Juſtification and Defence. 
The Particutars hereof we have partly upon very Gocd 
Authority ; And we are able to Teſtifie the Truth of the 
reſt upon oyr own Knowledge and Experience as to the 
Character, Life, and Converſation of This:'Worthy Gen: 
| He was Born of Proteſtant Parents, and Educated in 
the Mcthads and. Principles of the Church of  E»g/and. 
He received his Orders. of Pricſthoad from the Hends 
of Dr, Fuller Biſhop of Lincoln, in the year 1650. In- 
mediatelty upon this Qualification , be was ſent by the 
Reverend Dr. Pierce to ſerve in his Cyre of Bring/on in 
Northamptonſhire ; where he continued fome Years with 2 
very Fair Reputation. | 
About the year 1675. He removed from thence to- 
Satsbury upon the Invitation of the faid Dr, Perce, then 
Deyn of Serum, where he lived with hit in his owe 
Houſe. 
In the year 1676. The Dean beſtow'd upon him firſ 
a Prebend; And then a Preſentation to St. ares in 
Marlborough. | : 
In 1677, He Travail'd with Mr. Jo. Norborne of Calne 
in Hilrfaire ; but within leſs than a ELIEIt" ao x 
| Cc -3- 
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Recall'd ,, upon the Vacancy of Bedminſter by Biiſftel his 
Preſent: Living- 


Whea he was abroad, he either. Studyed at St, Omers, 
nor Douay, (as was ſuggeſted ;) Nor ever ſaw; thoſe Places, 


nor paſs'd into any part of Flanders or Ital, but France 
alone. 


ſtill ſrequenting the Eng/iſh Ambaſſador's Chappel, and 
receiving the Sacrament there : And during his:ſtay 
he Preach d Tice , and' read Prayers often in That 
Chappel. : 
At Guien upon't the Lowe, he ſojourn'd all tis time there 
with Monſieuc;D« Paizy the Proteſtant Miniſter, Frequent- 
ing the Proteſtant Ehurch; and that only ;: Receiving the 
Sacrament alſ> from the hands of Manfieur. Du Faizy, .to 
put thoſe Men gut of: hops of-Gaining-him over-thas'/had 
already, Sollicited hun: by fair Protniſes of: Adyantago ro the 
Communion' of the Chyrch of 'Rome;.? © + 

At Blois he kept himſelf alfa upon. the fame, Referve, 
avoid'ng even to Lodge in the Hpuſe of COND but 
upon Abſolute Neceſlity, «1th ot nc 

He was not, yet {0 Rigorous as notito allow hinnfell:; ina 
Curioſity to make an | Acquaintance! as: well with Perſons 
Eminent ia their ſeyeral Qrders of the.Chureh of . Rowe, as 
with the Famous Men of the Proteſtant Churehes, 

He docs not depy but. that. he)had :qwice.@rthiice ſeen 
Maſs performed while .he was abroad,: þatiit was. Curio: 
ſity, not Religion that carried him thither.1"\And that he is 
lo far from: being ſtagger'd in his Faith4by any thing he 
law abroad, that he is the more Confirm'd in it,-. And'that 
| he would rather Beg within theCoanmunion of. the Church 

of Exgl/and, than bethe greateiPerſomthe Chureh of Rome 
could make him out 0f-1t, Jr's BIELWD 
2 


He ſpeag near” Seven: Mnths. of bi tune at Sas. SG 
and in the Academy of Monſieur Fonber?, a Proteſtant, 


Since 


OS 

Since: his Return in'r678. 'No+man- hath kept: himſelf! 
more ſtrictly , to the Orders of the Church 'of Exglayd: 
He'hithitakew the Oaths of Allegiance: and'Supremacy at 
leaſt Eight ſeveral times ;- Preaching-and ACting in Con- 
forrhity thereunto. - He-never Refusd any 'Telt of Fide- 
lity to the Government , and Declares himſelf Ready to: 
take'any* farther Teſts thatthall be lawfully impos'd up. 
enihino tt: avid nnd To qAmohio A 2 t 


Y= HG: ONTO Of : 01910 HRELOISINEE - . 
' We have Extrated tlieſe Particulars from Evidences Un- 
conteſtable; and we reckon it our Duty to God, to: the 
Church; ito-Common'Juſtice,: and'to Perlecuted Innocence, 
ro Ptefent This' Account to your ſelf, in hopes that you 
will Tranſmit it with your 'own'Ingenidus RefkKxions to 
the View, and 'Confideration of the World, ' *'- 
U;Wehive Annexedhereunto a'fhort Sutfimary -of what 
willbe-Anefted/orhis behalf fince he came to BYJ/ol,” And 
we have thereunto ſubjoyn'd: ſeveral Pr ' arid: Arfiple Cer 
rificates:in his Vindieavion/and-Defence.?-| We coutd have 
added: many- more; 3s/Particukarly., 'A Certificate: of the 
Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop (Now) of Chichefer;late 
of  Biift6l;\ who Tro/been- plead to Certifie Mr: Aithard 
Thompfon,tobe Er thieſewery words) 4 Perſon of mmrh more 
then ordinary Enidownents. for - Learning; an Excellent Prea- 
cher, and whith'Crowns both the Former; a' Man of a Clean 
Life,” and Owreproutable Converſation. \.A\Perfon free from 
 Nowelties +n-Riligion; bas very ſound awd Orthodox | in'the 
Doftrines hte Preuhes's und (thoroughly: Conffohmhble'” as ti 
Diſcipline; 8c.” Ard -then' afterward , liis: Lordfhip Con- 
cladks: thus: 11 Em non) brog ont bf ord gents POT. O77? 
 '7:know: ud Toung' Man of his Tears that! brtter- deſerves 
very Good" Phefertent' fu our Church: thtn' This" Toung Man 
oth. And this I do Teſtifie ſincerely from wy Heart, and 


g7ve 


Coyh Bet | 
grve under my Hand, this Fourteenth day of Septemaber;. in 
the year 'of our Eord 1679. at my Palace in Chicheſter. . 
For the Truth-and Authority of the whole: Matter, we: 
are willing and ready to become Anſwerable, and ſhall take: 
it for- a ſingular Kindneſs if -you wilt be pleas'd : to-let 
Theſe Teſtimonials paſs into-the World at the intance- 
af: {7 21:3} 119 oy Ny | 1 phare 


- 
| * 


Sir; 
Your: humble Servants; 


Thomas &ffon, : Mayor. . 
-Sir Richard Crump, Kt. 
Sir Fobn Knight, Kt. 
Fames Twyford. 
Walter Gunter. 
: Thomas Davidge.. 


 Fobn Teomans. 


Touching \/Mr..T HOMPS.0Ns Care: 
and Pains at BRISTOL in the Diſcharge of his 
Fun&tion there,:. And his Reputation among che. 
Inhabitants of. che ſaid City. _ RG Sane 


1: TT is- Undeniably known , . That he hath brought 
. . þ: overivapy dngbaptiſts, and Quakers to the Church - 
_ of England there, and Baptized them. Pablickly. 
2:.'That:he: hath Inſtructed,. and Grounded many Hun- 
dreds -of: Children. (who'. were alterward; Confirmed: by 
the :Biſhop-of rhe. Place) in-the.Carechi/z4 :of the Chureh 
of England. . 3; It; 
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3. It is certain that he is never without a Ful. 4ud;. 
tory, whenſoever he Preacheth, or when he Readeth the. 
Prayers only : And that he hath ia hi time much encreaſed 
the Number of Communicants. 5 | 

4. There are many moſt Worthy Gentlemen in That 
City, that will not be Aſhamed to own their Eſtabliſh- 
ment in the Church of Exg/and, to the great Pains which ' 
he hath taken With, and Among them. | 

Laſtly, In Teſtimony of the High Eſteem that the Tn- 
habitants of That City had of This Gentleman, they Met 
him, with a great many Horſemen, at his Return from 
his Perſecution in London ; and bad him Wellcom again to 
the Place of his Refidence, with the Zigheſt Expreſſions of 
Foy, and Acclamat ion. | 


—— CW. 
—— 


Sir John Lloyd's Certificate concerninz Mr. Thompſon, 
under the Seal of the Office of his Majoralty. 


; Hereas Richard Thompſon, Vicar of St. Mary Red- 

| cliff, and St. 7Zhomas, two Eminent Churches 
within the City of Briſto/, even from the time of his firſt 
appearance to officiate in. thole.Churches, hath been 
privily traduceds and now -of hte iopenly. and malic! 
ouſly branded, by the multiforme Fanaticks of this City, 
for a CR Rey and Jcſuite,for the Recor of St.Omers, 


ſo Nick-naming St. Zhomas, and with EI Terms of 
Obloquy and Slander, the Invention w f may be 
reckon'd upon as the very firſt and peculiar gift of that 
Party, whofe great and only Maſter-Pieceit hath been and 
ftillis, by like Malicioufly Witty and Wicked Methods 
and Artifices to expoſe alike His Loyalty and Miniſtry, 
and to lefſen that Efteem and Reputation he hath thereby 
_ in the Hearts and Aﬀections of all che Kings Maje- 

ies Loyal & Loving Subjes within this City., .: Theſe 
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is well known to me Jokz Zoya, Knight, and Major of the 
faid City, and toall the Kings Majztties Loyal and Loving 
Subjes therein, to be a Perfanof moſt Innocent and Ex- 
emplary Life and Converſation, a moſt Conſtant and Care- 
ful Diſpenſer of God's moſt Holy Word unto the People 
under his Charge, a moſt Diligeat and Zealous Aſſertor of 
the Kings Majeſties Supremacy in all Cauſes Ecclefiaſtical 
and Ciy1l, in oppoſition to all Schiſmatical and Factious 
Perſons and Principles, under what Names ſoever they 
pals or prevail amongſt us, and alfo of all the Chriſtian 
Dottrines, together with the Rites and Ceremonies of the: 
_ of Exglandas they are now Owned and Eſtabliſhed 
by Law. 

"in Teſtimony whereof I have cauſed the Seal of my Oi- 
fice of Majoralty to be affixed, Datedche Eighteenth Day 


of September, Anna Dom.1679 
Fohn Zloyd, Majr. 


The Dean and Chapter of Sarum, their Certificate. 


Q Mmbus quorum invereſi innoteſeat per Praſentes, Ricardums 
Thompſon in Artbus Magiſtrum, © Vicarmm de Bodminiter 
juxta Briſtoliam, quamdiu apud 10s commoratus eſt, pie vitam, fobrieg,. 
& laudabiliter traduxiſſe. In concionibus- [epe habendis ſedulo curam- 
adhibuifſe, ſtrenue ſtudits Theologica navaſſe operam,, Nec ungquamn 
(quod feimw,) docuifſe quicquam vel tenu;ſſt, quad Ecclefia Auglicana: 
n0n etiam appobat atque tuetur. Cujne preſertim. Diſcipline & ſuperio- 
ribus quibuſcunque ab omni parte conformem morigerumgue ſe preſtitit.. 
In quorum omnium- Teſtimonium, & fodem 15ſdem faciendam-, nonina: 
noſtra 3 cornomine, plane & ex.autms appoſuims, Sept. 13. Annog,, 
E115 reparate. 1679. | h 

Thomas Plerce Dec. Sarum: 

Daniel Whitby Precentor Sarum: 
Ricardus Drake Carncellarins Sarum: 
Ricardus Hill Car. Reſid. Sarum 
Franciftys Horton Car. Reſid. Sarams. 


Theſe are therefore at the Requeſt - of and juſt- Due to- 
the ſaid Richird Thompſon, to Certifieuntoall, unto whom 
theſe Preſents ſhall come, that the ſaid Richard 7 howpſon,. 


2. 
4 Certificate Signed by ſeveral of his Auditors upon the Thix- 
zieth of January, 1679. being Perſons of great Reputation 
for Loyalty as well as Fortune. 


. 'Hele are to Certifie all whom it may, concern, That 
we whoſe Names are hereunto Subſcribed, were pre- 

| ſent at the Pariſh Church of St. Thomas within the 
City of Briſtol, on the Thirtieth Day of Fanwary, 1679, 
where we then heard Mr. Richard Thompſon Preach very ſo- 
lenmly on the Occaſion of that Days Faſt. To. which Ser- 
mon every one of us for himſelf doth Declare, he was ve 
ry attentive. And we do all hereby Certifie and Declare 
-that we do not remember that the ſaid Mr. Thompſon, did 
then ſay in his Prayer, or Sermon, That there was no Popiſþ 
Plot, but a Presbyterian Plot, or any thing to that or the 
like effet. And we are ready to-make Oath of the ſame, 
if required. But on the contrary, we have heard him deteſt 
and abhor the Popiſh Plot. And we do further Certifie, 
That the faid Mr. Zhompſor, is, and by all the time we have 
known him, hath been a True and Loyal SubjeCt to our 
Moſt Gracious Soveraign, and of a very Sober and Pious 
Life and Converſation amongſt us, every way ſuitable to his 
Function. Witneſs Our Hands this Thirteenth day of N«- 
wember, 1680. | | 


Fohn Hicks, Alderman.\Fohn Oliff, | [Fames Twyford, 


Sir RichardCrump,Ald.|John Teomans, Daniel Pym, 

Sir John Knight, Kt. |Jobn Combes,Sheriff.\Thomas FHartwel, 
George Morgan, George Boucher, |Edmund Arundel, 
Thomas Davidge, Thomas Turner, Richard Benſon, 
Edmond Brand, George Hart,Sheriff.| Francis Teomans, 
John Broadway, Fames Millerd, Thomas Durbin, 
Walter Gunter, Ralph Oliff, Charles Allen. 
John Helier, | 


THE END. 
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| i Ons are written, bath fo Sr h nce re- 

249 ceived its doom ( for it was deſigned to 

ISR put a top to the many Loyal Addreſſes 

which then. came -in every day: An4 ſo every one that 
ſucceededit , gave it a moral wound, by declaring to the 
Worldits weakneſs and folly) that it may. ſeem a piece 
of impertinence in me to drag it into the light again, tho 
with an intent toexpoſe it the more to the muſt Recent- 
ments of all good Subjefts , wherefore- for my own ju- 
Rification 1 think my ſelf bound to. af} ron the Cauſes, why 
ſo late,. and why. at all. | 

Know then Reader, that this ſame Libel, entitiled” 

Ajuſt and modeſt Vindication,e>c.was Printed near 3 
Sx months before ever I heard there was any ſuch thing 
in the World :. and it was near Six more before Tcould' 
Let a ſight of it, tho T uſed all the neereſt could make, 
to borrow or buy: it.. 

* When Thadit, andhad readit over once or twice, T 

then reſolved to ak ſome-ſhort Reflections «pon it, 
and put. them as. a-Preface tothe third Part. of the Ad- 
drels tothe Freemen. and Frecholders of the Na- 
tion, which was then going to the Prefs ; but being 


pr effect. 


—_——_—— _ 
ET Lo. _ =_ 
+. 


months aftex. 


To the Reader. 


preſſed at the ſame time with an earneſt deſire to leave 


no material paſſage in the Libel unexamined, cnd 
wanting {tl to. bring ,a. juſt Auſmer .to>it within the 
compaſs of a'Preface to that Book, it ſwelled ts fuch a 
bulk; that it was, tatally nnfitsfor. that purpoſe ; ſo 1 


thought it was better either t6-Frint it--alone, or-to ſup- 


preſs it. es yy 1 

Towhich purpoſe 1, ſentitiapaboys Michaelmas. {aft 
to London, | to a Perſon . of \great worth'and-jadgment 
to peruſe.it, and paſs a find Sentence on'it, but his grea- 
ter buſineſs prevented bim from ſo. doing till almoſt ſix 
' And by that time I.cannot deny+but that { notwith- 
ſtandmg the favourable opinion my: worthy Friend was 
pleaſed to paſs upon it ) it feemedio mr almoſt Antiquated, 
and npon that account 1 would certainly-buve bnfhed it up 
in everlaſting filence, if T had not at the ſame "time con- 
fidered, that the ill Principles this Libel bath ſown in the 


- minds of men, are like Seeds which lie buried m the Earth 


during: the Winter, but if the Soil happen to be ſtirred 
again, and. then the Rgin aud Sun yive their aſÞtance, 
they will certainly ſpring up, and produce a plentiful Crop 
of pernicious Weeds to annoy and difquiet the Nation : 
Aud I am not without all hopes that theſe RefleFhions may 
by Geds-bleſſing prevent ſome part of this miſchief ; and 
although I ſhould be miſtaken in the Event, yes 4 am ſa- 
tified the Deſign is good. | 
Elow well or ill 1 have performed what I undertook 
| belongs 


To the Reader. 
belongs not to me of all men to determine ; for we are 
gpt to be too fond of the Children of our Brains, as well. 
aof our Bodies ; but they who have no ſuch relation to 
them will eaſily obſerve their defeCts and faults, andto 
them I leave it to paſs what Judgment they pleaſe upon it 
or me. 

I ſhall add no more but my earneſt Prayers that God 
would ſo bleſs the Work that it may bring forth the bleſ- 
ſed fruits of Peace, Righteouſneſs. and Loyalty in the 
ninds of all thoſe that peruſe it : and that he would de- 
liver me, and all his Majeſties Loyal Subjefts out of the 
hands of unreaſonable and faFtious men; and if the 


Reader pleaſe to put his AMIE N tothis, 'he ſhalt infte 
ely oblige me. - | 
March, 10. 

1682, * 
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REFLECTIONS 


PAMPHLET, 


. AFuſt and Modeſt Findication of the Pygceedings of the 
Two laſt PARLIAMIGITS: | 


. BEING 


A defence of his Majeſties Declaration. 


; His Author, who by his ſtile and the mapner 
| in which he treats all thoſe that have the 
AQ misfortune to fall under his Cenſure, appears 
pry to be no mean perſon ; ſeems every where 

| SS2&2=9 throughout the whole Diſcourſe to be tran 
ported with ſo much Anger and Rage ; that he was neither 
maſter of his own Reaſon, nor able to uſe that Learning 

he had to any good purpoſe: From whence we may: ſup- 
poſe it hapned, that putting the Title of his Book in the 

. firſt lines of it, he never more thought of the Juſtice or 
 Medeſty pretended, but a Vindicative Spirit took ſuch poſ. 
ſeſſion of him, as che never became his own man atter. 
My Reader therefore, I hope, will pardon me,if his Pafſion 
happens to move one in me,in any part of theſe RetleCions ; 
becauſe 


(2) 
Lecauſe is is difficult to converſe patiently with a man of 
this temper. 0 

He begins thus: The Amazement which ſeized everygood 
man, upon the- unlooked-for diſſolution of two Parliaments 
within three Months, was nat greater than at the ſight of a 
Declaration pretending to juſtifie and give Reaſons for ſuch 
extraordinary proceedings. 

Thus my Author comes ſtaring upon the Stage, as one 
newly recovered out of one Amazement, and juſt then 
taken with another, he fanſies all the good men of the 
Nation under the ſame diſtraction of mind. Agd what 
was it that wrought ſo powerfully on him, that every man 
that was not ſo affe&ted deſerved not the Title of a Good 
Man 2 Nothing inthe world bur the Diſlolution of the rwo 
laſt Paliamen$pnd the fight of the before-mentioned De- 
claration. A Wightful ominous ſight! -He tells us atter- 
wards there never appeared ſuch a Prodigy before, but in 
1628. and that was one of the firſt ſad Cauſes —_ 
he does not prove it to be ſomuch asan Occaſion ) of the 
enſuing uuhappy War; a ſoft name for a Rebellion, which as 
good men never had Cauſe, ſo ill men never wanted a Pre- 
tence toſtir up. _ | | 

[can aflure him that there were many good men who 
obſerved all this as well as he, who did not inſtantly fall 
into firs upon it. Good mencan truſt God and their King, 
and reſt quietly and free from Amazement in greater Acci- 
dents than theſe. 

Having a little recovered himſelf out of the Muſe he 
was in, thus he proceeds. 77 is not to be denied but that our 
Kings have in a great meaſure been intruſted with the power of 
Calling, and Declaring the Diſſolutions of Parliaments. 
Have they fo> Whoſe Truſtees are they > When did they firſt 
obtain this favour? 

.. T proteſt now I was ſo dull as to think that this right of 


Calling and Diſſolving Parliaments was a Natural Right, 
inherent 


(3) 


inherent in the Crown, and as old as the Bri- Pri, Dow. Rege dick, Trang 
tiſh Monarchy, and that at the granting of the {8 Part tear nega 


ſunm tenere pro uti a 
great Charter, and at all other times betore of ſu, de Regals ng gn 
ſince, when the Kings of Evgland granted rape mongnr _ fra Col: 
any new Priviledges to their Subjeftts they Juriſdid. p.16. 
ſtill reſerved to the Crown the power of calling ; 
Parliaments when and where they pleaſed, and to continue 
_ themas long as they thought fit, and then to Diſſolve or 
Prorogue them. Well, bur if I was therein miſtaken, yet 
he allows our Kings agreat meaſure of that truſt, and who S 
claims the Remainder of it 2 Not the Petitioners, I hope. 

No, the Privy Council, he tells us, are to be adviſed with. 
Now that is matter of Expedience only, not of Right ; for 
whatever His Majeſty can lawfully do with, doubtleſs he 
may as lawfully ( thoughnot in all caſes and circumſtances 
ſo prudently ) do without, the Advice of his Privy-Coun- 
cil, who never claimed, that I have heard of, any co-ordi- 
nate rightof managing affairs with our Kings ; and matter 
ot * Advice in its own nature ſuppoſes a liberty in the + The Three 


Perſon to whom 'tis given either to adhere to, or to re- Eftates do bur 


. p Adviſe as the 
ject ir, * Privy-Council 


| doth, which 
if the King imbrace, it becomes the Kings own A in the one ; and the Kings Law in the 
other; for without the Kings Acceptation both the publick and private Advices be bur 2s 
empty Egg-ſhells. Sir alter Raleighs Prerogative of Parliaments, pag. $7 . — Vide & Grotzum 
de imp. ſum. poteſt. circa Sacra, Cap. 6. 


Well, but whoever has the reſt of that Truſt, care hath Padg.3. 
been anciently taken, both for the Holding of Parliaments 
Annually ; and that they ſhould not be Prorogued or Diſſolved 
till all the Petitions and Bills before them were Anſwered and 
Redreſſed, And for this my Author quotes two Acts of 
Parliament, which becauſe they are ſhort I will inſert here. 


The firſt is this: Irem, jt ig acco2ded that a Parliament 4.54.3. <4. 


(hall be holden every year once, and moze often-if 
need be. Here is every word in that Statute. The iecond 
6 4 * follows : 


26 E4.3.c.10. 


(4) 
follows : Item, foz maintenance of the ſaid Articles 


 andStatutes. and redzeſs of divers miſchiefs and 


2 R.2 Num. 28. 


_—_ which daily happen, a Parliament ſhall 
e holden every year, as another time was o2dained 
bya Statute, which is the very ſame that I have recited 


betore. The Record which he quotes I can ſay nothing to. 
Sol agree with him that there are two Statutes provided 
for the holding of Parliaments Annually, azd more often if 
need be, of which the Kings of England have ever ſince 
thought rhemſelves the Judges. Bur where are the Statutes 
ro be found that theſe Parliaments ſhould nor be prorogued 
nor diffolyved till ALL the Petitions and Bills before them 
were anſwered and redreſſed? Here is not one tittie of this 
in cither of theſe he quotes, yet that is the main thing in 
controverſie, and which only needed proving. Bur he 
goes on, The Conſtitution had been equally imperfett and de- 
flrudtive of it ſelf, had it been left to the choice of the Prince 
whether he would ever Summon a Parliament ; or put into his 
power to diſmiſs them Arbitrarily at his pleaſure. Then ſure 
tt had been worth the while to have proved for what time 
they were to ſit, & well as how often. And if this can 
be made out that it is an Arbitrary, that is, in the ſenſe 
he would be underſtood in, an Illegal AQ, for the King 
to prorogue or diſſolve a Parliament, till a/ the Pe- 
titions and Bills be anſwered and redreſſed, then will it be 
poſſible for a Parliament to perpetuate it ſelf for ever by 
an endleſs{ucceſ{iion of Petitions and Bills mixed with other 
great affairs, which as it is contrary to the practice of all 
our Kings ſince theſe Statutes, ſo it it were true, the Mc- 
narchy would not then be what it now is ; but be much 
nearer a Commonwealth, So that be the Conſequence 
what it will,this learned Gentleman muſt yield,that it is at 
the choice of our Princes to ſummon Parliaments when . 
they think it needful; and to gimiſs them when they 


pleaſe. As for the word 4rbitrarily, which. he here uſeth, 
it 


* 


(5) 


it is needleſs; and was ſuggeſted tro him by his Splecn, and 
and not by his Reaſon. 

That Parliaments ſhould thus meet ( Annually ) My: hs 
fit, (till all che Petitions and Bills before them are anſwered 
and redreſled) is ſecured to us by the ſame ſacred tye by which 
the King at his Coronation does oblige himſelf, to let his Tudges 
{it to diſtribute Juſtice every Term, and to preſerve invielably 
ai other Rights aud Liberties of his Sabjetts, Irthoughrt the 
Law had been altered a little in the firſt particular, by a 
Statute made in the Seventeenth year of his now Myeſtics 
Reign, Cap.1. the words of which are as {ollowerh. and, 
becauſe by the Ancient Laws and Statutes of this 
Realm, made in the Reign of Bing Ecvyard the 


Third, Parliaments are tobe held very often, Pour 


Majeſties humble and loyal Subzcits the Lozds Spi- 
ritual and Tempozal; and the Commons in this 
pzeſent Parliament aſſembled, moſt hambly do 
beſeech your moſt Excellent Bajeſty, 8c. that hereaf- 
ter the ſitting and holding of Þarliaments (hall 
not be intermitted 02 diſcontinued above thzce years 
at moſt, but that within thzee yeggs from and atftcr 
the Determination of this pzeſent Parliament, and 
ſo from time to time within thzee years after the de- 
terinination of any other Parliainent oz Zarlia- 
nents: 02 if there be occaſion moze o2 oftener, your 


Majeſty your Þeirs and Succellozs do iſſue out your 


Writs fo calting, altemnbling, and holding of an- 
other Parliament. to tbe end there may be a fre- 


quent calling, aiſembling, and holding of Partiia- - 


ments once in thre years at leaft, Sov char tvrey is 
Majeſty may without breach of his Coronation Oath d2- 
Jay the calling of a Parliament three years, it thecs be no 
xccafion ſos one ſooner, of which te is rhe Juauge. 7 bore 

tre (as he goeson ) abruptly to difſolve Parliaments at ſach 

a time, whey nothing bat the Legiſative Power, and = 
| UniC 


Pag.z. 


Pag:2. 


Pag.x. 


(6) 

Onited Wiſdom of the Kingdom could relieve us from our juſt 
fear aft ſecure us from our certain dangers, is very unſuita- 
Ble to the great Truſt repoſed in the Prince, and ſeems to ex- 
preſs but little of that affeftion which we will always hope his 
Majefty bears towards his People and the Proteſtant Religion. 
That there was then too much need of the Legiſlative 
Power and the Wiſdom of the Nation united in Parlia- 
ment, is not to be denied, and that his Majeſty was very 
ſenſible of ir appears, by his calling three Parliaments in 
twenty ſix Months, as my Author computes it, page 46. 
and we ſhall have occaſion hereafter to enquire by whoſe 
faultir came to paſs thatthey wereall ſo abruptly diſlolved, 
and that will lead us. to a probable conjecture why none 
hath been ſince called ; notwithſtanding his Majeſties Aﬀe- 
ction to his People and the Proteſtant Religion is ſuch, that 
we have great reaſon to bleſs God for it, and toacknow- 
ledge it thankfully to him. 

My Author goes on thus: But #t 7s not only of the Diſſo- 
lution it ſelf that we complain ; the manner of doing, it is un- 
warranted by the precedents of former times, and full of dan- 
gerous Conſequents MP" We are taught by the Writ of Sum- 
mons, that Parliaments are never called without the advice of 
the Council, and the uſage of all Ages has been never to ſend 


' them away without the ſame advice, To forſake this ſafe 


method is to expoſe the King perſonally to the refletions and 
Cenſures of the whole Nation for ſo ungrateful an Attion. 
We may grant it the moſt uſual, and the beſt and fateſt 
way to conſult the Council in both theſe Caſes, Bur yet 
that will not preſently make the AQ Arbitrary or Illegal, it 
it be omitted, andin this Caſe if it were otherwiſe it may 
poſlibly in the end appear to have been matter of neceſlt- 
ty rather than choice. We may very well remember that 


Colledges Trial, 2 great number of the Gentlemen of the Lower Houle 


. #$:37:57>73» 


went to Oxford with armed men to guard them from the 
Papiſts, and ſome of them told the people at parting ; 7 y/ 
| F 


(7) | 

did never expedt to ſee them again, The meaning of which 
is poſſible to be underſtood. And beſides thele there were 
ſome other zcalous men went; fo that it his Majeſty did 
not think it fir, or ſafe to conſult his Council, and ſpend 
time in dcliberating in the midit of fuch dangers, they muſt 
bear the blame who gavyethe occaſion, and made it neceſla- 
ry. So that theſe are the men, next ſuch as my Author, 
who are to be charged, tho not with adviſing, yer with 


neceſſitating the laſt diſſolution to be made,in the manner it coleagesTrial, 
was, for the ſecurity of his*Majeſtics Life and Liberty, #-2730- 


which yet I would neyer have faid but to juſtifie -his 
Majeſty. | 

But yet we muſt know all this Concern for the Council 
15 not outof kindneſs or reſpect to them, he ſaith, 7, hey are 
puniſhable for ſuch Orders as are irregular ; nor can the Mini. 
fters juſtifie any unlawful Aftion under colour of the Kings 
Commands, ſince all his Commands that are contrary to law, 
are void; ( which is the true reaſon of that well known Maxim, 
that the King can do no wrong) a Maxim juſt in it ſelf, and 
alike ſafe for the Prince, _ or the Subjett ; there being no- 
thing more abſurd than that a Faveurgge ſhould excuſe his 
enormous Attings by a pretended Command, which we may rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe he firſt procured to be laid upon himſelf, But 
we know not whom to charge with adviſing this laſt Diſſolation: 
it was a work of darkneſs, and if we are not miſinformed, the 
Privy Council was as much ſurprized at it as the Nation. 
The ſorrow was; that in the next Parliament this great 
Patriot would be at aloſs in his hunting for ſome body to 
blame for an Action ſo ungrateſul, as he repreſents it,to the 
whole Nation; which in my judgment is a pretty way of 
ſpending his Reflections and Centures on theKing, 

And this is not all his vexation neither ; for in the next 
Paragraph he tells us, Nor will a future Parliament be able 
to charge any Lody as the Author or Adviſer of the late 
Frinted Paper, which bears the Title of his Majeſlies 

Declaration, 


Pag.z, 


Pag. 3. 


Pag.3. 
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Declaration, tho every good Subjeft ought to be careful how 
he calls it ſo : for his Majeſty never ſpeaks to his People as a 
King, but either perſonally in his Parliament, or at other 
times under his Seal, for which the Chancellour or other Of- 
ficers are reſponſible, if what paſſes them be not warranted by 
Law. Nor can the direttion-of the Privy Council enforce any 
thing upon the "_— unleſs that Royal and legal Stamp give 
it an Authority : but this Declaration comes abroad without 
any ſuch Santtion, and there is no other ground to aſcribe it 
to his Majeſty than the uncertain credit of- the Printer, whom 
we will eafily ſuſpett of an impoſture, rather than think the 
King would deviate from the approved courſe of his Iiuſtrious 
Anceſtors, to purſue a new and unſucceſsful method. 

So here is all rhe Credit of the Declaration gone, and 
the poor Printer left in the lurch to anſwer it to the next 
Parliament for putting this impoſture on the Nation. Bur 
what comfort 1s there in ſuch ſmall game ? A Lord Chan- 
cellour, or other great Officer, is a Royal Game, and worth 
the pirſuir of a Houſe of Commons to pull him down ; 
buta pitiful Printer,who can find in his heart to imploy his 
Oratory againſt ſuqs mean Mechanicks? and as for the 
Privy Council they ean enforce nothing upon the Peo- 
ple without the Scal, ſo rhat for time to come all Procla- 
mations, and other publick Papers, may be ſecurely lighted 
except they come Scaled with the great Seal, or ſome body 
be ſent with them to aſſure us he ſaw it to the Original. 
Thus far the Hiſtorian went, but then the Prophet comess 
forth, and aſſures us, as this Method is mew, fo it will 
be unſucceſsful, How truly the World is not now to be 
rold. 

From the Effect of the firſt Declaration of this kind, 
which he ſaith was publiſhed in 1628. and filled the whole 
Kingdom with Jealouſies,and was one of rhe firſt Cauſes of 
the enſuing unhappy War; he proceeds to tell us, 7hat 
Declarations to juſtifie what Princes do, muſt always be either 

needleſs, 
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needleſs or ineffetual; their Aftions ought to be ſuch as may 
recommend themſeluts to the World, and carry their own 
Evidence along with them of their uſefulneſs to the publick; 
and then no Arts to juſtifie them will be neceſſary. Were all 
Mankind wile and honeſt, this Argument would be un- 
anſwerable, but as long as ſome men out of Dulneſs, and 
others out of Obſlinacy and Intereſt ſhut their Eyes to the 
plaineſt and moſt evident demonſtrations of -Reafon, it 
muſt of neceſſity be ſometimes neceſſary and fit for Princes 
to Inform their Subje&ts of the reaſonableneſs of their 
Actions ; and — the ſame courſe hath ever been 
taken, and though it might fail of thatendin 1628. yet ic 
hath often heretofore, and doubtleſs will ofcen again ſuc- 
ceed, and the Jealouſies which then aroſe were not the 
efke& of rhe Declaration, bur of thoſe ill Arts by which 
ſuch a ſort of men as we have now todeal with, wheedled 
the Populace into an ill opinion of the beſt of Princes 
for Ends, that are now too well known to be again 
imbraced. | 

When a Prince deſcends ſo low as to give his Subjedts Rea- 
ſons for what he has done, he not culy makgs them Judges whe- 
ther there be any weight in thoſe reaſons, but by ſo un- 
uſual a ſubmiſſion gives cauſe to ſuſpett, that he is conſcious 
to himſelf,that his Aﬀions want an Apology. I never thought 
before-that the French Kings Logick was the only Argu- 
ment that became a Prince, Car tel /# notre plaifir, For fo 
our will and pleaſure is. And thoſe Subjets muſt be very 
ill natured f wa grow jealous upon the Condeſcentions of 
a Prince, and judge the Reaſons of a King to have the leſs 
weight becauſc he graciouſly offers them rothe Judgment 
_ of his People; Sure I am ſometimes God Almighty is 
| pleaſed to do: it, who only hath a right to command our 
abſolute ſubmiſſion, upon the account of his infinite both 
Wiſdom and Soveraignty. So that to ſuſpeCt the want of 
of an Apology on no other grounds _ a mans willingneſs 
ro 


Pag. 3 


Pag. 3. 


Pag. 3; 


(10) 

to ſatisfic the: World of the juſtice of a mans Caule; and. 
the reaſonableneſs of his Actions,. is a. perverſeneſs to 
which common Knaves do ſeldom arrive; the Heroes of 
Villany do.nor often riſe tothar pitch. of Brutaliry withour 
the help of Haimsbury Philoſophy. And Iam. perſuaded 
that our Author would have: ſpared this. Cavil againſt his 
Majefties Declaration. it. he had before-hand «conſidered 
that in natural conſequence he. charges not only the King, 
bur alfo the Three Eſtates with ſo many deliberate Acts of 
folly and injuſtice as-there are Acts. of Parliament contain- 
ing thereaſons.of Enacting ſo or fo.. 

If a Princes Attions are indeed unjuſtifiable, if they are 
oppoſite to the Inclinations, and apparently deftruttive of the 
Inter eſt; of his: Subjedts, it will be very difficult for the maſt 
eloquent or infinuating Declaration to- make them in love with 
ſuch things. | 

And:it they. be: none of. all theſe, it a-Crafty man may 
but comment:.upon them, and by. Is and Ands inſinuate 
into the heads of the Common People that he takes them 
for ſuch, it.is poſſible all che -Eloquence in the World may 
not be powertul enough to bring them into their right wits 
again, bur yet this may fail too ſometimes. - . 

Aud therefore they did certainly undertake no eaſie task in 
pretending to perſuade men wha fee themſelves expoſed to the 
reſtleſs malice. of thetr Enemies; who obſerve the languiſhing 
condition of: the Nation, and that nothing but a Parliament 
can provide remedies for the great Evils which they feel and 
fear ;: that: two- ſeveral Parliaments, upon whom. they had 
placed-all: their hopes, were ſo ſuddenly broken out of, kind- 
nefs ro them, or with any regard 'to their advantage. | 

No, Iſuppoſe no body was ſo ſilly as to undertake ſuch 
ah impoſſible task: bur there was another ſort of men, 
who had leoked better: into things, and care was to be ta- 
kenof: them to confirm them, and a third ſort that were 
not. yet well refolved what tg think. of things, and they 

Were 
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were to be directed and aſliſted, and it was not impolſ- 
ſible rhe Declaration might havea good cffe& upon them, 
as indced it had; as for thoſe that had placed all their 
hopes upon the two laſt Parliaments, and were pleaſed 
with all they did ; there was neither hopes nor deſign of 
working that Miracle upon them, but they were to be left 
ro time to be cured. And in the interim-I would adviſe 
them to#ſtudy Colemans Declaration, of which my Author 
{aith fine things, which care not to tranſcribe. 

But ſhould this Declaration be ſuffered to go abroad any 
longer under the Royal Name ; yet it will never be thought 
to have proceeded from his Majeſties Inclination or Fudgment, 
but to be gained from hin by the Artifices of 'the ſame ill 
men, who not being content to have prevailed with him to 
diſſolve two Paliaments, only to protef them from Publick Fu- 
ſtice, do now hope to excuſe themſelves from being thought the 
Authors of that Counſel by making him openly to avow it, But 
they have br prgher themſelves to the Kingdom, and have 
told their Names when they number amongſt the-great Crimes 
of the Fouſe of Commons, their having declared divers Emi- 
nent Perſons to be Ememies to the King and Kingdom. 

So his Majeſties Inclination and Judgment being kindly 
abſolyed from the guilt of this Declaration of purpoſe to 
abare the Eſteem ir ought ro have. And ſeeing it is not 
poſſible to keep'it within doors, and that ſome may think 
the worſe of it becauſe there was a ſham Declaration found 
among Colemans Papers, as you know. there was a ſham 
Plot in the Meal-Tub, and yet rhere may be others that 
are real. The next Inquiry,or rather Hue and Cry, isat- 
ter the Authors, arid thoſe he thinks he hath found by the 
paſſage he cites out of the Declaration, thoſe Eminent 
Perſons, or ſome of them, muſt needs out of Revenge and 
Fear be the Authors of this Peſtilent Declaration. His 


Reaſon is this : None conld be offended at the Proceedings of 


the Parliaments but they who were-obnoxtious, *none could be 
C2 concerned 


Pag 4. 


Pag.4- 


Declaration. 


Pag.s.. 


( 12) 
concerned to vindicate the Diſſolution but they who adviſed 
it. Butis my Author ſure of that, that never a man. in 
the Nation was offended at their proceedings bur ſuch as 
were obnoxious tothem? I am of another mind, and fo is 
all the world now. Is it impoſlible forany man to be con- 
cerned to vindicatc the Actions of a Prince but rhey that 
adviſchim 2 What pitiful Sophiſtry this is. But were no men 
obnoxious to the proccedings of theſe Parliaments bur theſe 
eminent men ? May not it be ſome of thoſe Subjetts who were 
by Arbitrary Orders taken into Cuſtody for matters that 
had no relation to Priviledges of Parliament > They are 
mentioned before the Eminent Perſons tho of a Meaner 
degree. If I be.not miſtaken, ſome Members too were 
very diſgracefully Expelled the H8uſe. Might nor ſonic of 
them have a hand in it 2 We arc aſſured a little lower, that 
the Writer was of another Nation from this Galliciſm, 7: 
was a matter extremely ſenſible to us. So that this Gentle. 
man.is:ſufpitious it is but-a Tranſlation of a French Copy, 
and the rather becauſe Monſieur Bari/on, the French Em- 
baſſadour,. read. itto a Gentleman three days beforeit was 
communicated to. the Privy Council, it his intelligence did 
not deccive him. So here is fair Scope left to find, or 
ſuſpect art leaſt, other Authors befides che Eminent Perſons, 
other Adviſers beſides thoſe that were obnoxious. For I 
ſuppoſe Monſieur Bari/oy doth not tear a Houſe of Com. 
mons. And as for this and other Galliciſms that may 
occur they are not to be wondred at in an Ape that penc- 
rally underſtands the French Tongue, in a Court where 


almoſt all the Great men ſpeak it ; in a Prince who hath 


lived in France, and is deſcended of a French Mother. 
And the wonder is not ſo prodigious neither that the 
French Embaſiadour ſhould pet a tranſcript of a Paper, in- 
rended tobe publiſhed to the whole Nation, two or tlirec 
days before it was read in Council. Theſe things make a 


great noiſe to ignorant. people, whilſt I am perſuaded this 
| | | Gentle- 
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Gentleman ſmiled to think how- finely he was deluding 
them. Butbe theſe things as they will, the Eminent Per- 
ſons muſt expeCt to anſwer ir. Ard our Author thinks they Pag.4. 
cannot blame him or his Party for hoping one day to ſee 
juſtice done upon ſuch Counfellours. And that the Commons p, 0.5. 
had reaſon for their Vote, when they declared thoſe Eminent | 
Perſons, who manage things at this rate, Enemies to the King. 
and Kingdom, and Promoters of the French Intereſt. 
| It is not ſtrange at all (that the Parliament at Oxford Pag.6.. 
ſhould anger the Court more than that at Weſtminſter ) for 
the Court did never yet diſſolve a Parliament abruptly, and* 
in heat, but they found" the next Parliament more averſe, 
and to inſiſt upon the ſame things with greater eagerneſs than 
the former, Engliſh Spirits reſent no affronts ſo highly as thoſe 
that are done to thetr Repreſentatives ;. and the Court will 
be ſure to find the effefls of that reſentment in the next 
Eleion. 
Thetruth of this as matter of Hiſtory is very apparent, 
for ſo it came to paſs in the Reign of his Magyeſties Facher,. 
uponevery Diſſolution, the Commons made choice of the 
ſame, or worſe, Members; till in 1640. they ' had fitted. 
themſelves with a Parliament to their hearts. deſire, who: 
reſented, not the Affronts done to themſelves as the Peo- 
ples Repreſentatives, but the ſeveral Stops and Rubs liar: 
had been laid in their way, fo Righly, that the Courrt,. 
z, e. the King, ſoon tclr the effes of ir. Bur did thie Na-- 
tion eſcape ? No, but Bloud and Violence, Anarchy and. 
Confuſion rook poſſeſſion of them to that height that 
the pious Martyr called.it, 4. Hell of Miſery,and' Chaos of xv Bangs 
Confuſion. xi, Cap.15., 
The: Author- in the next line-acquaints us, 7hat a:Par- 
liament does. ever participate of the preſent temper of the 
People, Never were Parllaments of more different Cem- 
plexions than that of 1640, and that of 1661. yet they both 
exattly anſwered the humours which were predeminant im the. 
: | | | = Nation,, 


"Colleder averred, that the 
'Parliament of 40. did no- 
thing but what they had juſt 
cauſe for, and the Parliamene 
that fate laſt- at Yeſtminſter 
-were of the ſame opinon. 
Tra!, p. 82,83. And to this 
he ſtood ftoutly a great while 
after he had excuſed the 
40 Parliament from begin- 
ning the War, and Mucr- 
thering the King, which he 
id the Papilts did. 


but eſteem 
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Nation, when they were reſpefively choſen. It 
doth not become me to ſay whether that of 
1680. were liker that of 1640. or 1661. but 
I muſt needs fay, I wonder my Author could 
refle& ſo ſenſibly on the difference, and yet 
at the ſame time heighten the Popular Heats 
with inculcating. rhe fears of France and Po- 
pery, and not rather endeayour to allay them 
by telling his Country-men, that twenty years ' 
Mifery tollowed rhe 1640 Parliament, and 
twenty years Peace the latter , which I cannot 
a more Loyal and: a more Prudent refleCtion 


than that he hath made ; and much - more neceſſary both 
for the Repreſentatives and Eleftors. Let them however 
now conſider ſeriouſly .ot it, and the next time fend up 
men zealous to bring the real Incendiaries of the Nation 
to Juſtice, and then-.1r is-not to be doubted bur ſome that 
are Country. Favourites, will be found to promote the 
Frenchand Popiſh Intereſt, as well as the Republick. And 
I dare then become their Sponſor (if it might not look roo 
preſumpruoufly in ſo mean a perſon as Iam ) that by Gods 
mercy we ſhould enjoy another Score of Halſion years, to 
the confuſion of Popery, and the extreme damage of 
'P.ds Mantix's FF ance. Both which do as certainly promote our preſent 
vindication diſtempers as they did thoſe in Charles the Firſt his times ; 


of the ſince- 
rity of P.&c. 
P. 58. London. 
1679. 
ColledgesTria!, 
f.$1,82,83. 


as have. been made ſo apparent, that the Diſſenters, who 
were the Principals then as they are now, would fain per- 
ſuade rhe world that the Acceſlaries, the French Emilſarics 
and Jeſuits, did all that miſchief that was then done. But 


asrhis is ridiculous and impoſlible, fo,if duly conſidered, it 
might prevent a relapſe into the ſame miſery and confuſion, 
which is more to be defired by all good Chriſtians than 
the molt delighrtul reycnge upon the Favorites. 

Bur it is but reaſonable-to expe&t all. that I can fay will 
ſignific bur little to this ſort of men, if the modeſt Gentle- 


man 
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man I am examining may. bg preſumed better acquainted 
with their tempers than] am., For ſurely (faith he ): this 
DECLARATION ( what great things ſoever may be 
expefled from it) will make but very few Converts,not only be- 
cauſe it repreſents things as high Crimes, which the whole 
Kingdow (the contrary of which is now too apparent: to 
be proved on-one wall or denied on the other ) has.$een 
celebrating as meritorious Aftions : but becauſe the.People 
have been ſo often deceived by former Declaraticns, that 
whatſoever carries that Name will have no credit mith them 


ed 


An 
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Declaration 
concerning 
Eccleſiaſtical 
Aﬀairs.0fob. 
25. 166©C, 
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And becauſe the Paſſion and uncharitableneſsof 
the times have pzoduced ſeveral opinions in Reli- 
gion, by which men aze engaged in Parties and 
Animoſlities againſt each other, which, when they 
(hall hereafter unite in a freedom of Converſation, 
will be better underliood, we do Declare a liberty to 
tender Conſciences, and that no mai ſhall be dif- 
quieted, o2 called in queſtion, foz differences of Opi* 
nion in matter of Religion, which do not diſturb the 
race of the Kingdom, and that we (hall be ready to 
conſent to ſuch an Aft of Parliament, as upon ma- 
ture Deliberation (yall be offered to us foz the full 


granting that Jndulgence. 
Here is his Majeſties Royal Promiſe, wherein ought to 


be obſerved, rhat his Majeſty promiſed nothing to any 
Party that ſhould diſturb the peace of the Kingdom. Nor 
ro them that did not, further than that he would conſent 
roſuch an A&@ of Parliament when ir ſhould be offered to 
him. Sorhat he was not obliged to procure ſuch an Act, 
nor yet to do it without an Act, And now let us ſee how 
they behaved themſelves towards him. | 
CUhilft ( fays his Myeſty ) we continued in this 
temper of mind and reſolution, and have co far. 
complied with the perſuaſion of particular perſons, 
and the diſtemper of the times, as to be contented 
witb the exerciſe of our Religion in our own Chap-. 
et accozding to the confſant pzafice and Laws eſta- 
liſhed, without enjoying that pzaTice, and the obſer- 
vation of thoſe Laws in the Churches of the King- 
dom, in which we have undergone the Fl for of 


many, as if we were without that Jeal fo2 the 


Church which we ought to have, and which by Gods 
Gzace we ſhall always refain ; we have found our 
ſelves not ſo Candidly dealt with as we have deſer- 
ved, and that there are unquiet and reſileſs _ 

0 
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who without abating any of their own diſtemper in 
recompence of the Boderation they find in us con- 
tinue their bitterneſs againſt the Churd<, and endea- 
vour to raiſe Jealouſies of us, and tolefſen our repu- 
tation by theirrepzoaches, as if we were not true to 
the Pzofelſions we have made, and in o2der thereun-- 
to they have very unſeaſonably cauſed to be p2inted, 
publiſhed, anddiſperſed thzoughout the Kingdom a 
Declaration beretofoze pzinted in our Name during 
the time of our beingin Scotland, of which we (hall ſay 


no moze than that the Tircumſkances by which we 


were enfozced to ſign that Declaration, are enough 
known tothe Wozld 3 * that the wozthieſt & greateſt 
part of that Nation did eventhen deteſtandabhoz the 
ill uſage of us in that particular, when the ſame Ty- 
ranny was exerciſed there by the power of a few ill 
men, which at that time hadſpzead it ſelf over this 
Kingdom, and therefoze we had no reaſon to expeit 
that we (ould at this Seaſon, when we are doing all 
wecan to wipe out the memozy of all that hath been 
done amiſs by other men, and we thank God, have 
wiped it out of our own remembzance;have been our 
ſelf aſſaulted with theſe Kepzoaches, Which we will 
likewiſe fo2get. | 
Sineethe Ptinting that Oeclaration fe= <3 


W 


veral ſedirious Pamphlets and Queries |, T#cre are Ome ſedirions 


bave been publiGed atid ſcattered abzoad, tent tO he difpenced with for 
to infuſe diſlike and Jealouſtes into the *#<ir full O><dience to ſome 


Laws Eftavliſhed without re- 


heartsof. the Ptople, and of the ARMY, ygromching ana 


inveighing 


and ſome-who ought rather to have re- 2gainft choſe Laws hou Efta- 


hiithed (acyer, who tel] their 


pented the::fo2mer miſchief they have Auditors, thar the Apoſtle 


W2ought. than to have endeavoured. to meane when he 


h1@ them 


impzove it, have had the hardineſs to pub- j40% omen Loercics, tar 
liſh that the Dgottrine of the Church, Arms, &t.” Lord ChanciHors 
againſt which ro man with hom we "I + 

| ? 
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have conferret®)ath excepted, ought to be refozmedas 
well as the Diſcipline. | 
This over-paſlionate and turbulent way of p20- 
ceeding, and the impatience we find in. many fo? 
ſoine ſpeedy determination in thefe mariters, where- 
by the minds of men may be compoſed, and the 
peace of the Church eſtabliſhed, hath pzevailed 
with us to invert the Bethod we had pzopoled to our 
Self, and even in 02der to the better calling and 
compoſing of a Synod ( which the pzeſent Jealou- 
fes Will hardly agree upon ) by the Aſſiſtance of 
Gods blelled Spirit, which we daily invoke and 
ſiipplicate, to give ſome determination Our Selk to 
the matters in difference, until ſuch a Synod may 
be called, as may without pzejudice o2 palſion give 
us ſuch further aſſiſtance towards a perfeft union of 
Aﬀetions, as well as ſubmiſſion to Authozity, as is 
neceſſary : And we are the rather induced to take this 
tip n us by finding upon the full Conferences we 
bave bad with Learned men of ſeveral Perſuaſtons; 
that the miſchiefs, under which both Church and 
State do at p2eſent ſuffer, do not reſult from any 
 fozmed Doffrine 02 Concluſſon which either Party 
maintains oz avo32s, but from the PaſſTion, and 
Appetite, and Intereſt of particular perſons, who 
contrait greater pzejudiccs to each other from thoſe 
Afteftions, than would naturally riſe from their 
Dpinions 3 and thoſe dillempers muſt be in 
ſome degree allayed befoze the meeting in a Synod 
can be attended wifh better ſucceſs than their meec- 
mg in other places, and their diſcourſes in Pul- 
pits have hitzerto been; and till all thoughts of vi- 
ifo2y are laid aſide, the humble and neceffary 
thonghts fo2 the vindication of Truth cannot be 
enough entertained. gn 
e 


(19) 
We muſt fo2 the honour of all thoſe of either per- 
ſuaſion, with whom we have conferred, declare, that 
the pzofellion and deſires of all foz the advancement 
of Piety and true Godlineſs, are the ſame; their 
p:ofeflions of 3eal fo the peace of the Church, 
the ſame: of atfefion and duty foz us, the ſame; 
They all appzove Epiſcopacy ; they all appzove a 
ſet Fozm of Liturgy 3 they all Dinmnove and diſ- 
like the fin of Sacriledge, and the Alienation of the 
Revenue of the Church ; and if upon theſe excellent 
foundations, in ſubmiſſion to which there is ſuch a 
harmony of aff:#ions, any ſuperſtruftures (ould 
be raiſed, to the ſhaking thoſe foundations, and to 
the contrafting and leſſening the blefſed gift of Cha- 
rity, Which is a vital part of Religion ; we hall 
think Our Self very unfoztunate, and even ſuſpeif 
that we are defeifive in that Adminifiration of Go- 
vernment with which God hath entruſted us. 


Page 18. of this Declaration, © His Majeſty did again 
« renew what he had formerly faid in his Declaration from 
* Breda for the liberty of tender Conſcicnces, &c. and 
« declared, it any have been diſturbed in that kind ſince 
« Our Arrival here, it hath not proceeded from any Dire- 
© on of ours. 

His Maje&y faith in the fifth page of rhis Declaration, 
The Pzesbyterians did only deſire modeſtly ſich al- 
terations in Epiſcopacy and the Liturzy, as without 
ſhaking foundations, might beſt allay the p2eſent 
diſtempers which the indiſpoſition of the time, and 
the tenderneſs of ſome mens Conſciences had con- 
trated, for the better doing whereof we did intend 
upon our firſt Arrival in this Ringdom to call a Sy- 
nodofDivines, as the moſt p2oper Expedtent to p2z0- 
vide a p20per Remedy fo2 all thoſe dilerences, and 
dillatisfafions which had oz (ſhould ariſe. 
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In the next Spring a Commiſſion was Iſſued out under 


Addrefs tothe the Great Scal to ſeveral Epiſcopal and diſlenting Divines 
Freemen and x9 reyiew and correct, it they ſhould ſee cauſe, the Book 


n, of Prayer, and to make ſuch alterations in it as ſhould be 
thought fit; inſtead of which the Diſlenting Divines re- 
jetted the whole Book, and publiſhed a new one : So that 
this meeting, which was deſigned chietly in favour of the 
Diſlenters, diſcovered the talſhood of all their Oyly pre- 
rences, and ſhewed they were neither for Liturgies or 
Epiſcopacy. x 

They had alſo made a ſtrong Party in the Army, of 
which an account hath been given already. 

So that the Parliament ſecing there was no peace to be 
had as long as theſe men might do what they liſted ; and 
pervert the People, and incence them againſt the Goyern- 
ment, paſſed the A& of Unitormity ro Commence from 


St. Bartholomew, 1662. | 

During all this time his Majeſty,. notwithſtanding their 
ill uſage of him, mentioned in the laſt Declaration I cited, 
continued fo courteous to thele firymen as to excule it ta 
the Parliament, March 1.1661. in theſe words : 


Gentlemen, hear you are very zealous for theCharch, 
and very ſolicitous, and even jealous that there is not 
Expedition enough uſed in that Affair ; and I thank you 
for it, fince T preſume it proceeds from a good root of 
Piety and Devotion, but 1 muſt tell you, I have the 
worſt luck in the world, if, after all the reproaches of 
being a Papiſt, whilſt I was abroad, I am ſuſpefed of 
being a Presbyterian now 1 am come home : I know you 
will not take it unkindly, if T tell you. I am as zealous 


for the Church of England as any of you can be, and 
| am. 


| (21) 
am enough acquainted with the 'Enemies of it, '#n all-- 
ſides, that Tam as much in love with the Book of Com- 
 mon-Prayer, 4s you can wiſh, and have prejudice enough 
to thoſe who do not love it ; who Thope in time will be 
better mfarmed, and change their minds ,.. and you may be 
confident, 1 do as much deſire to ſee a Uniformity ſettled 
as any amongſt you. T pray truſt me in that Affair, 1 
promiſe you to haſten the diſpatch of it with all convenient 
ſpeed, you may relie upon me in it. | 

T have tranſmitted the Book of Common- Prayer, with 
thoſe Alterations and Additions, which have been pre- 
ſented to me by the Houſe of Convocation, to the Houſe 
of Peers with my Approbation, that the A& of Uni- 
formity may relate to it, ſo that 1 preſume it will ſhortly 
be diſpatched there : And when all is done we can, the 
well ſetling that Affair will require great Prudence 
and diſcretion, and the Abſence of all Paſſion and Pre- 
cipitation. ” 

The Act of Uniformity being ſerled and paſſed- his Ma- 
zeſty did not give over all his thoughts for 


the Diſlenters, but in the year 1662. was again 
labouring to revive his Declaration from Breda 
for Liberty of Conſcience ; which the Houſe of 
Commons oppoſed, and drew up their reaſons 
againſt it, in the form of an Addreſs, wherein 
they particularly anſwer the pretences from 


By a Declaration publiſhed 
December 26, 1662. 1h which: 
are theſe words: 

we ſhall make it our ſpecial 
care, ſo far forth as in us lies, 
without invading the freedom 
of Parliament,. to incline thim. 
to make ſuch an Att, &c. 


the Declaration from Breda. Which tho the whole Addreſs 
is in the third. part of the Addreſs to the Freemen and 
Freeholders of the Nation I will here tranſcribe, becauſe 
this Book may poſſibly fall into ſome hands which have 


not that. 


66 We 
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Friday Feb.29. © We have conſidered the nature of your Majeſtics De. 
a NR * claration from Breda, and are humbly of opinion, that 
Addreſſes,oc, © your Majeſty ought nor to be preſſed with it any 
Pages, « further. 
«<BECAUSE it is not a Promiſe in it ſelf, but only a 
« Gracious Declaration of your Mageſties Intentions to do 
« what in you lay, and whata-Parliament ſhould adviſe 
« your Majeſty todo; And no ſuch adviſe was ever given, 
«* or thought fit to be offered, nor could it be otherwiſe un- 
« derſtood, becauſe there were Laws of Uniformity then 
« in being, which could nor be diſpenſed with but by A&t 
« of Parliament. They who do pretend a right to that 
*« ſuppoſed Promiſe, put their Right into the handsof their 
« Repreſentatives, whom they choſe to ſerve in this Parlia- 
« ment forthem,who have paſled,and your Majeſty conſen- 
« ted to the AC of Uniformity ; if any ſhall preſume to ſay, 
< that a right to the benefit of this Declaration doth {till 
« remain after this AC paſſed; it tends to diflolve the very 
« bonds of Government, and to fuppoſe a difability in 
*« your Majeſty, and your two Houfes of Parliament, to 
« make aLaw contrary to any part of your Majeſtics De- 
4 —_— though both Houſes ſhould adviſe your Maye- 
* Ry toit. 
a Yer ſtill his Majeſty was fo tender ot theſe men, that 
« thetenth of February 1667. the Commons addrefled to 
* the King for a Proclamation to enforce obedience to the 
* Laws in force, concerning Religion and Church Govern- 
* ment as it js now eſtabliſhed, according to the ACt of 
« Uniformity.. And the fourth of March following, the 
« Houſe taking into conſ:deration the Information of the 
* Infolent carriages and abuſes committed by perſons in 
« ſeyeral places, indiſturbing of Miniſters in their Churches, 
«* and holding Meetings of their own, contrary to the 
« Laws of this Realm; Addreffed again, for a Proclama- 
© tjon againſt Convyenticles, and that there may be _ 
* taken 


} 
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« taken for the preſervation of the Peace of the Kingdom 
« againſt unlawtul Aſſemblies of 'Papifts and Noncon- 
« formiſts ; which was promiſed the next day. "The third 
« of November 1669. the Houſe of Commons pave his Ma- 
« jeſty thanks for iſſuing a Proclamarion for putting che 
« Laws in execution againſt Nonconformilts, and for ſup- 
« prefling Conventicles with the humble defire of this 
<« Houſe for his Majeſties continuance of the ſame care for 
« ſuppreſling of the ſame for the future. 

« The Eighth of March 1669.the Houſe having received 
« information of a dangerous and unlawtul Conventicle 

« lately met in the Well of this Kingdom, and of Trea- 
« ſonable words there ſpoken, and that his Majeſty had 
*« upon information, given order for - the Proſecution of the 
« Offenders. The Houſe returned him their Thanks, and 
« defiredthat his Majeſty would be pleafed ro conſider the 
« danger of Conventicles in and near Londen and Weſtmin- 
« ter, from the nature of thoſe further off, and to give 
*« order for the ſpeedy ſuppreſſing of them : and that his 
« Majeſty would give order to put the Laws againſt Popiſh 
« Recuſants in execution. 

Yet after all this, the Fifteenth of March 1672. his Ma- 
jeſty publiſhed a Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience by 
the Advice of his Privy Council; which he was hardly 
perſuaded to depart from by the Commons in Feb. 1672. 
The miſchiefs of which Toleration or Indulgence have 5 


been fo great to his Majeſty in particular, and the ce to the 
whole Nation in general, that no man can well expreſs Freemen,&:, 


them, 

And now who can enough admire the Inſolence of this 
diſcontented Gentleman, who dare fay as he doth, That if 
_ the ſame diligence, the ſame earneſt ſolicitations had been 
made uſe of in that affair, which have fince been exerciſed di- 
refly contrary to the deſign of it, there is no doubt but every 
part of it would have had the defired ſucceſs, and all his 

| Majeſtics 


Pag.7. 


\ 


(24); 
Majeſties Subjefts would have __— the fruits of it, und 
0 


have now been extolling a Prince ſo careful to keep ſacred his 
Promiſes to-his People. 

I fay on the contrary, could his Majeſty have been pre- 
vailed on by the unanſwerable reaſons of chat moſt Excel- 
lent and moſt Loyal Houſe of Commons, to have en. 
forced the execution of the Laws againſt Diſſenters, he had 
never ſeen. his Afﬀairs reduced to thar ill condition they 
were not long ſince in. And tho I queſtion not bur by 
Gods blefling his Majeſty will in a ſhort time reſettle things, 

et I will hope for time to come it ſhall be a Maxim in Eng- 
Jan, That the Strength of the Diſſenters ws the Weakneſs of 
the :Throne. 

As for our Authors jecring reflection on his Majeſties 
other Declaration of April 20. 1679. concerning the Privy 
Council, and ſome perſons then taken into it, his Majc- 


ty hath had but roo much reaſon not to ſtick to the 


ſame when he ſee there werz ſome men whom nothing 
could oblige to be faithful ro him; but if his Majeſty hath 
not adviſed with them ; he hath with ſome others, ar leaſt 
as wiſe, and much honeſter than ſome of thoſe who were 
laid aſide, ſo that that Declaration hath been effcCtually 
made goodto the Nation. And therefore we have no reaſon 
to queſtion his Majeſtics Candorin this. 

As for the Declaration read in our Churches the other day, 
there needs no other Argument to make us doubt of the reality 
of the Promiſes which it makes, than to conſider how parti- 
ally, and with how little fancerity the things which it pretends 
to relate are therein repreſented, it begins with telling us in 
his Majefties Name, That it was with excceding great trouble 
chat he was brought ro diſſolve the two latt Parliaments 
without more benefit to the People by the calling of them. 
We ſhould queſtion his Majeſties Wiſdom, did we not believe 
him to have underſtood that never Parliament had greater 
Opportunites of doing good to Himſelf and his People. or | 

: co 
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could not but be ſenſible of the dangers, and of the. 
neceſſities of hs Kingdom, and oo could not without 
exceeding great trouble be prevailed upon for the ſake of a 
few deſperate men ( whom he thought himſelf concerned to 
love now, only becauſe he had loved them too wel, and 
truſted them too -much before; ) not only to diſappoint the 
Hopes and Expefations of his own People, but of almoſt all 
Europe, His Majeſty did indeed do his part, ſo far, in : 
giving opportunities of proving for our good, as the calling of pr owdmno” 
Parliaments do amount to, and it is to be imputed to the Mi- "oY 
aiſters only that the ſucceſs of them did not anſwer his and our 
Expetlations. 

Thus far my Author is recited verbatim, that it may 
appear I do him no wrong. By which diſcourſe of his 
( taking for the preſent no notice of his refletion on his 
Majeſty for a perſon whoſe Promiſes were not real ) it is 
agreed that the two laſt Parliaments had great opportuni- 
ties of doing good to his Majeſty and. his People, and my 
Author goes further, and adds the Hopes and Expecta- 
tion of almoſt all Europe ro them. That his Majeſty called 
theſe Parliaments he owns. That one of them far a com- 
petent time for that purpoſe cannot be denied, viz. from 
Thurſday Oftober 2.1. 168d. till Monday the tenth day of 
January tollowing, which deducting the time ſpent in the 
Trial of Viſcount Stafford, was in ſome mens opinions ſut- 
ficient to have diſpatched much more buſineſs than was 
then done. ' And yet it doth not appear that his Majeſty: 
wasenclined to have apr them then if he had not 
been highly provoked by them. | 

What my Author means by thoſe tewdeſperate menthat 
prevailed upon his Majeſty ſo much againſt his Will to parc 
with thar Pariiament, I cannot gueſs, except they be the 
Emineat Perſons which were declared Enemies to the King 
and Kingdom : which it they were, they are neither ſo 
tew, nor ſuch deſperate men as to be laid alide barely upon 

4 -E a Vote 


The Declarati- 
el, 


(36) 
a Vote of the Houfe of Commons; without any Order or 
Proceſs of Law, any hearing of their Defence, or any proof 
fo much as offered againſt them. - And I believe the meaneſt 
of them -is equal ro this Genrleman, as. ſcornfully as he 


- ſpeaks of them, | -—- | 
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© But then-in'the laſt place, whether or no the diffoluri- 
on be to be impured to the Miniſters, orto-the Parliament, 
z.c. the Houſe of Commons will appear beſt irtheexam+- 
nationof his diſcourſe, and of the Declararion. 2. 

It is certain (faith'my Author ) it camor be-impated to 
any of the proceedings of either: of thoſe Parliaments ; which 
were compoſed of men of as good ſence and quality as ary in'the 
Nation, and proceeded with as great moderation, and ma- 
naged their debates with as much temper, as ever was known 
in any Parliaments Tt all this is ascertainly true as it is 
confidently aſſerted; then is it but a folly to diſpute any 
further about. But becanſe his Majeſty in his Deelaration 
hath faid fome things that ſeem to look another way, my 
Reader may, if he pleaſe, fuſpend his belief of this parti- 
eular too ;tifl his Majeftics Allegations and this Gentlemans 
defence are examined, and then he will be-berter able to 


paſs bis Judgment. © THE To 
If they 7 Jover to fo. 700 far in any 'thing, his Majefties 
Speeches or Declarations had mifled them, by fome of which 
they had been invited to enter into: every one of thoſe debates. 
to which fo mach exception hath been: fince taken.” '' Did he not 
frequently recommend the proſerntion of” the Plot to them, 
with a ftrift and impartial inquiry ? Did he not tell them, That 
he neither thought himſelf nor them ſafe, till that matter was 
gone through with» Yes doubtleſs his Majeſty did all this; 
but then-where is any exception taken againſt any thing of 
this Nature they have done > | Oe THIS 

Did he not im his Speech Aptil 30, 1679: afſure them that 
it was his conſtant care to ſecure our Religion for the future 
in all events ; and that in all things which — w-— 

lic 
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Publick Security, He would net follom their-Zeal, but lead it. 
But, Sir, did not his Majeſty'rhen alſo let you know' that addreſs ts 
he excepted one thing, in which he would neither lead, nor theFreemer 
ſollow their Zeal, which was the altering the deſcent of the os Pat Il, 
Crown in the right Line, or defeating the Succeſſion, which pe. 22+ 
his Majeſty commanded to be further explained by rhe 
Lord Chancellour, in ſuch manner rhat ir appeared to the 
whole Nation that his Majeſty was reſolved to do any thing 
for the freeing his People from their fears of Popery but 
what might tend to the difinherirting the Duke of 7ork, or 
any other Lawful Succeſſor > Now * you, Sir, may re- * Though his 
member that nothing but this would ſatisfie rhe Commons Majeſty could 
incither of the two laſt Parliaments, in which they were wichour a8tiog 
not miſled by any of his Majeſties Speeches or declarati- contrary to his 
ons, much leſs by this which was made of purpoſe ro pre- 272 J2dement, 


; ! ſtrengthened 
vent the Bill before it was moved in the Houſe of Com. with the 0pi- 
mans Ek, ET a iy nion and Ad- 

Ewe? OD LM | vice given by 
. his Royal 


Grandfather, King Zames of bleſſed memory, . rp his. Eldeſt Son Prince Henzy, jn theſe words : 
But if God give you not Succoſſion, defraud never the neareſt by right, whatſoever conceit ye have of 
the perſon. For Kivgdgms ave ever at Gods diſpoſition, and in that caſe we are but live-rentars, 
lying no more in the Kings, vor Peoples hand to diſpeſſeſs the righteous Heir. Baſil. Doron.62.ult, Ed. 


Fas he not often wiſhed that he might be enabled taexer: Pag.s. 
ciſe'a power of Diſpenſation in reference to thoſe Proteflants, Spench, Oftob, 
who thraugh tenderneſs of miſguided Conſcience did not conform *** 55? 
to the Ceremonies, Diſcipline, and Government of the Church: 
aud promiſed that he would make 7t his ſpecial care to enclixe $yeech, Drum. 
the: wifdom of the Parliament to. concur with hint in: making 25- 1662. 
an HU to that purpoſe 2 And did+ not. that: very Parliament 
draw up a long Addreſs to his Majeſty,.containing the rea- - 
fons why they could not concur with him in chat point ? 

And is not this one good proof thathis Majeſty.-was not 
unmindful of his Declaration at Bred, but was kept-from 
doingwhat he was otherwiſe enctined-enongls80; tiot by a 
tew deſperate ment, but by che Parliament? '\\ >» + 


= 


E 2 Aud 


Pag.8. 


< (28) 
| And leaſt the malice of ill men, (i, e. the Diſſenters ) migh? 
objeft, that theſe gracious inclinations of his non Boy ”o' 


. tonger than while there was a poſſibility of giving the Papiſts 


_ Pag.8. 


equal benefit of a Toleration. Has not his Majeſty, fince the 
diſcovery of the Plot, ſince there was no hopes of getting ſo 
much as a connivance for them in his Speech of March 6. 
1677, expreſs'd his zeal not only for the Proteſtant Religion in 
general, but for an Qnion among(t all ſorts of Proteſtants. His 
Majeſties words here are not truly recited, but are thele: 
Tmeet you here with the moſt earneſt defire that man can have 
ro unite the minds of all my Subjetts both to me and to one 
another, and Treſolve it ſhall be your faults if the ſucceſs be 
not ſuitable tomy defires, &c. And a little after ; Befides that 
end of Union which I aim at (and which I wiſh could be ex- 
tended to Proteſtants abroad as well as at home ) I propoſe by 
this laſt great ſtep I have made (the ſending away his Royat 
_— the Duke of Tork) to diſcern whether Proteſtant 
Religion and the peace of the Kingdom be as truly aimed at by 
others as they are really intended by me, 8c. By which it ap- 
pears the Union his Majeſty here meant was not that Union 
that was afterwards ſer on foot in Parliament, and | 
cannot but ſuſpect theſe words were miſrecited of 
oe... ES. | 
hy did not he comand my Lord Chancellour to tell them, 
That it was neceſſary to diſtinguiſh between Popiſh and other 
Recuſants, between them that would deſtroy the whole flock, 
and them that only wander . from it, Theſe. words are in- 


deed inthe Lord Chancellors Specch bur with this Preface, 


Neither is there, nor hath been theſe fifteen hundred years, a 


Speech, MarG purer Church than ours, ſo'tis for the ſake of this poor Church 


167+, 


alone that the State hath been ſo much difturbed. It is her 
Truth and Peace, her Decency and Order which they. ( the 
Plotters and Papiſts-.) labour ts kndermine, and pot” 4 with 
fo reſtleſs amalice; and fmcethey do ſo, it will be neceſſary for 
us to diſtinguiſh between Popiſh aud other Recuſants, (to 
| | them 


(29) 
them that would deſtroy the whole Flock, and them that only 
wander from it. So that whatever diſtinction his Majeſty 
intended to allow between the Popiſh ani Proteſtant Re- 
cuſants, it muſt be ſuch as was conſiſtent with. the Truth, 
Peace, Decency, and Order of the Religion by Law eſta- 
blithed, which I ſuſpe& the Proje&t of Union ſer on foor 
was not, much. leſs the Vote of the tenth of January tor 
the ſuſpending the. execution of all Penal Laws made 
againſt them,. as a weakening of the Proteſtant Intereſt, 
an ercouragement to Popery, aud dangerous. to the Peace of 
the Kingdom. 
Theſe things confidered,. we ſhould not think the Parlia- Pag.$. 
ment went too far, but rather that they did not follow his Ma- 
Jeſties Zeal with an equal pace, At this rate of concluding 
a man may draw any Concluſion from any premiſes it he 
hath a mind toit. His Majeſty would joyn with them in 
any courſe that might tend to the ſecurity. of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion for the future, ſo as the ſame extend not to 1,4 chan- 
the diminution of his own Preregative, nor to alter the deſcent cellors Speech, , 
of the Crown in the right Line, nor to defeat the Succeſſion. —_ " 
Therefore when they brought in. a Bill to diſinherit his Ma- * '/-* 
jeſties Brother againſt his expreſly declared reſolution, they 
did not po too far, butrather they did not follow his Ma- 
jeſties Zeal with an equal pace, When his Majeſty thought 
it neceſſary to diſtinguiſh berwixt Popiſh Recuſants, and 
Proteſtant Diſlenters; that is, to favour the latter more 
than the former, they were for taking away all thoſe Laws 
at once that have diſtinguiſhed betwixt.the Diſlenters and 
the Religion eſtabliſhed, and giving up this Pure Church 
into an of her bitter Enemies, that had bur juſt be- 
fore bid fair for her ruine; as if the only care had been,. 
that the Papiſts might not have had the honour of deſtroy: 
ing her, and yet we are not to believe they went too far in. 
this. neither. . . 


The. 


(30) 
'Pag 9. The truth is, if we "obſerve the daily provocations of the 
Popiſh Fation, whoſe rage and inſolence were only increaſed 
by the diſcovery of the Plot,. ( ſo that they ſeemed to defie 
Parliaments, as well as inferiour Courts of Juſtice, under the 
Protefion of the Duke, their Publickly Avowed Head;) who 
ſtill carried on their deſigns by new and more deteſtable me- 
thods than ever, and were continually bufie by Perjuries aud 
Subornations, to charge the beft and moſt confiderable Pro- 
teftants -in the wrt with Treaſons as black as thoſe of 
which themſelves were guilty. If we obſerve what vile Arts 
were uſed to hinder the further diſcovery, what liberty was 
given to reproach the Diſcoverers, what means uſed ro deſtroy 
or corrupt them; how the very Criminals were incouraged 
and allowed to be good Witneſſes againſt their Accuſers : We 
ſhould eafily excuſe an Engliſh Parliament thus beſet, if they 
had been carried to ſome little Exceſſes not juſtifiable by the 
Laws of Parliament, or unbecoming the wiſdom aud gravity 
"of an Engliſh Senate. | Ins -— 
Now other men may poſlibly be of another mind, and 
think thar if the ſtate of things had been bur half ſo deplo- 
rable as they are here deſcribed, the leaſt Exceſs had been 
then inexcuſable, for there is never more need of pravi 
than in great and eminent dangers ; but whart I ſhall fay 
| t will, it is like, not be muchregarded, hear then what the 
q Chancellour of England ſaid : The Confiderations which are 
peech Mear.6, . 
1674, wow to be laid before you are as Urgent and as Weighty as 
' were ever yet offered to any Parliament, or indeed ever can 
be, ſo great and ſo ſurprizing have been our Dangers at home, 
fo formidable are the appearances of danger from abroad, that 
the moſt United Counſels, the moſt Sedate and the calmeſt 
Temper, together with the molt dutiful and zealous affetions 
that a Parliament can ſhew, are all become abſolutely and-in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary for our preſervation. So that little 
excelfes are great crimes; when men are* befet_ with 
dangers tho they may be excuſed in times of "ou and 
curi- 


- 
Jerſey; if I rightly underſtand chis wife and honourable 
erſon. 

. But if we come to ſearch into the particulars here enu- ' 
merated, there may poſſibly ariſe berter Arguments to 
excuſe theit Excefles. The Popiſh FaCtion about that rime 
having tried all other ways to clear themſcives of the Plor, 
without any good ſucceſs, fell ar laſt upon another Project, 
which was to ſtart a New Plot. They knew there were in 
London ſome Clubbs, and Coffec-houſe-Sers, of Presbyre- 
rians, O!d Army Officers, diſcontented Gentlemen, and 
Republicans, which had cloſe Cabals, and private Meer- 
ings, and that the Court hada jealous eye upon them, as 
indeed there was good cauſe for it, and out of theſe mare- 
rials they thoughc they might eaſily raiſe the ſtruQture of a 
Presbyterian Plot againſt the State, but all the chief men. 
of the Popiſh. Faction being fled, impriſoned, or execured, 
this grand Deſign fell into the hands of people of no great 
either parrs or reputation, to carry on fo difficult an Under- 
taking, and it was not likely neither to be eaſily believed. 
if it had noother Witneſſes but Papiſts to atteſt ir. And 
it was not poſſible for them ro bring over any other, of 
any reputation, in the low eftate their affairs then were, 
ſo that the Contrivance miſcarried, and only tended to 
make the Papiſts more hated than they were before, and 
this is called the Meal-Tub Plor; which I ſhould rather- 
have aſcribed to the rage and deſperation of the Papiſts, than. 
to their Inſolence, which was then very well abated by rhe 
Execution of Coleman, Staley, the Murtherers of Sir E4- 
mundbary Godfry, and the Jefuits, which had reduced them: 
to too lowa condition to defic the meaneſt Courts of Ju- 
ſtice in the Nation, and put them upon thoſe mean and 
| baſe thoughts of Perjuries and Subornations, to avoid thar 
=_ which they ſaw ready to overwhelm and deſtroy 
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Bur that which they were never able to effe&t themſelves 
the Diſſenters did for them, for from the- moment the Po- 
-piſh Plot was diſcovercd they entered into a project to 
-make uſe of it another way againſt the King and Court 
.on one hand, and againſtthe Church and the Loyal Gentry 
on the other. ; 

In order to this they had theſe cloſe Cabals, and private 
Mectings, (1 laſt mentioned ) where they invented and 
ſpread abroad a thouſand idle Stories to fright the Common 
People out ot their little Wits; and alſo raiſed Money, 
which they liberally beſtowed amongſt the Informers to 
render them more obſequious to them, ſo that in a ſhort 
time Informing became a very thriving trade, if it would 
:haveheld ; and this great familiarity betwixt the diſcoyerers 
of the Plot and the Whigs was the. beſt colour afterwards 
for the Meal-Tub Presbyterian Plot. 

By this means the People were eafily deluded into a 
conceit that thefe Gentlemen who took ſuch care of the 
Diſcoverers, and their Party, who were always haranguing 
againſt Popery, were the only Proteſtants in the Nation 
that could fave them out of rhe hands of the Papiſts. And 
on the other ſide, the Court and all the Loyal Gentry and 
Clergy became ſuſpetted of want of zeal againſt Popery ; 
_ and this was heightned by the Diſcoverers themſelves, who 
were for the moſt part men of no very great or good qua- 
lities, and were ſo puffed up by the flatteries and Libera- 
lities of the Whigs, and their own high conceits of the 
Service they had done the Nation, that they thought no 
recompence,no reſpeC&t which was beſtowed upon them was 
great enough, and ſo became inſolent both in their carriage 
and diſcourſes, by which means they became leſs reſpeCted 
rhan before, till at Jaſt they were forced to give themſelves 
up intirely to the Whigs. 

This had two very different effe&ts upon ſeveral forts of 
men, ſome belicyed that there was no Popiſh Plot, after 

| they 
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they ſaw the Diſſenters reap all the advantage by it. And 
others thought rhat all but the Diſſenters were more or leſs 
concerned in the guilt of it as well as the Papiſts, or at leaſt 
were favourers of the Papiſts and Popery, 

Things being in this ſtate, eſpecially after the diſſolu- 
tion of the Long Loyal Parliament, the Diſcoverers loſt 
much of their reputation, bur thatever any vile Arts were 
uſed to hinder any further diſcovery of the Plot by any bur 
the Papiſts, or that liberty was given to reproach, or any 
means uſed to corrupt or deſtroy them that were the Wit- 
nelles, except it were by Papiſts, doth not appcar, and in 
all thoſe caſes, all rhe care in the world was taken of the 
Witneſſes too,by the King and his Council. And as to that 
which my Author mentions in the laſt place, How the very 
Criminals were incouraged and allowed to be good Wit- 
neſſes againſt their Accuſers, I cannot imagine what he 
means by it; or when, or where it ſhould be done, tho 
I have read over all the Printed Trials, and theretore it 
is enough to deny this, and put him upon the proof 
of it. 

But how did all theſe things tend to the advantage of the 
Popiſh Plotters in the end ? 

Firſt, As the Zeal of theſe people fired the Rabble, ſo it 
put the Long Loyal Parliament too into fo great a fret, that 
ir proved mortal; and then going downward, it put the 
Country into ſuch diſorder,that tho his Majeſty hath given 
us the opportunities of chuſing three Parliaments one after 
another, we have not been ablc to ſend up one, that has 
not fallen into thoſe /tt/e Exceſſes which have' occaſioned 
their diſſolution before war had done us any conſiderable 
good. And at length his Majeſty is forced tor ſome time 
ro keep us without one ; to try it Faſting will bring us in- 
ro our ſenſes again, and in the mean time the noiſe of the 
Popith Plot is drowned, by new and more ſurprizing at- 
remptsof the Whigs, and that Popith _— which whilſt 
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it had none but real Papiſts in its Lift, was the abomination 
of all Proteftants, now the Whigs have joyned all the 
Church of England men to them by their lies and flan- 
ders, even that very Popiſh Party begin to be better 
thoughe of tor their ſakes who are falſly joyned withthem, 
and by theſe and many other ways the proſecution of the 
Popith Plot any further is thought by moſt men impoſſible. 
Whercas had not the Diſſenters been thus ſerviceable to. 
them, there is reaſon to believe they would have ſuffered 
much more than they have done, and there would have 
been much ſharper Laws made againſt them, than they 
nced tear now. 

If all this be conſidered, it will eafily appear, it was not 
the Protection of the Duke, whom this Gentleman can 
never prove the Publickly avowed Head of the Papiſts,but 
the over-doing of the buſineſs, that hath: delivered rhe Po- 
piſh Faction our of that fear and danger which the diſcove. 
ry of the Plot had caſt them into. | 

We muſt own (ſaith my Author ) that his Majeſty has 
opened all his Parliaments at Weſtminſter with very Gracious 
Expreſſions, nor have we wanted that Evidence of his readi- 
neſs to ſatisfie the defires of his Subjefts, but that ſort of Evi- 
dence will ſoon loſe its force if it be never followed by Attions 
correſpondent ; by which only the World can judge of the fince- 
rity of Expreſſions or Intentions, 

Had the two ſhort Parliaments at Weſtminſter been the 
only Parliaments his Majeſty had ever called ſince his re- 
turn, there might have been ſome colour for this undutiful 
reflection, but all the World knows there were two there 
before them, and that his Majeſty complied with them in 
almoſt all rhey asked in a regular way, and when 
at any time he was neceſſitated rodeny them any requeſt,he 
gave them ſuch reaſon for it, as they ſeemed to be well plca- 
ied with. his denial. | 


It 
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It will appear to any man that his Majeſty hath paſſed 
more Acts mtwenty years than any one of his Anceſtors 
have done-in twice the time, that he hath abated more of 
his juſt and real Prerogative than any Prince we ever yet 
had could be brought to part with. The Court of Wards, 
and the Right of Purveyance, were great advantages to 
the Crown, and as troubleſom to the Subjects rill his 
Majeſty generouſly gave them up, and theſe two Pre- 
rogatlyes were never Conteſted, and I might inſtance in 
ſome other if I did not think it fit to be as ſhort as I 
cant, 
In almoſt twenty years that the Long Loyal Parliament 
fate, Inever heard of above one Bill that had paſſed both 
Houſes, which was denied his Royal Afſent, and that 
was, The Bill for preſerving the peace of the Kingdom 
by raiſing the Militia, and continuing them in daty for two 
and forty days ; which Bill was refuſed November 30. 1678. 
and then alſo his Majeſty gave this reaſon for it : That he 
did not refuſe to paſs it for the diſlike of the matter, but 
the manner, becauſe it put the Militia for ſo many days out 
of his power, and if it had been but for half an hour he 
would not have conſented to it, becauſe of the ill conſequences 
zt might have hereafter, the Militia being wholly in- the 
Crown,&c, Now I believe it would be difticult for my Au- 
thor to make and prove the like inſtance, in any of our tor- 
mer Princes. 
Andin the firſt of the ſhort Weſtminſter Parliaments his 
Majeſty. aſſed rhe Act for the better ſecuring of the Li- 
berry of rhe Subject, and for preventing impriſonment 
beyond Seas, to which an honourable Perſon adds, The , (.aponwic 
Act againſt quartering of Souldiers upon the Subjeft, and addreſs to 
ſaith, his Majeſty might have bad many Millions for theſe nd of 
Afs if he had inſiſted ona bargain, or known how to diſtin- pag. 4. , 
guiſh between this own private Intereſt and that of the Subject, 
or the truckling way of Bartering when the good of his _— 
F 2 An 


was concerned, 
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And in the laſt ſhort-lived Weſtminſter Parliament his 
Majeſty paſſed the ACt a ainſt Importation of Iriſh Carre], 
for no other viſible cauſe, bur becauſe both Houſes had 
paſſed ir, tho ir tended ro the Diminution of his Revenue. 
And now let us ſee how gratefully our Author treats him tor 
all theſe Royal and Prince-like Favours. 

Therefore the Favorites did little conſult his Majeſties 
Honour when they bring him in ſolemuly declaring to his 
Subjetts, that his intentions were as far as would have _— 
with the very Being of the Government, to have complied with 
any thing that could have been propoſed to him to accompliſh 
thoſe Ends he had mentioned,which were the ſatisfying the de- 
fires of his Subje@s, and ſecuring them againſt a4 their juſt 
fears, when they are not able to produce an inſtance wherein 
they ſuffered him to comply in any one thing. Whatever the 
Houſe of Commons Addreſſed for, was certainly denied, tho 
it was only for that reaſon ; and there was no ſurer way of 
Intituling ones ſelf to the favour of the Court, than to 
receive a Cenſure from the repreſentative body of the 
People. 

As to the Addreſies made by the Houſe of Commons 
alone, they were many of them ſuch as his Majeſty could 
not comply with without great miſchict to himſelf or them 
that had expreſt the greateſt Zeal for his Service, and 
when for that caſe only they ſeemed to be perſecuted, it 
would have been very impolitick in his Majeſty, tho he 
had been his own man, and not under the dominion of the 
Favorites (as it ſeems he was) to have yielded to the Com- 
mons againſt rhem. 

But cannot the Fayorites inſtance wherein they ſuffered 
his Majeſty to comply in any one thing with the Houſe of 
Commons ? Did not his Majeſty ar their ſingle requeſt Par- 
don a great many Informers againſt the Plotters? Did he 
not pardon B, Harris too, his 500 7. Fine and Impriſonment 
which he had incurred by Printing diſloyal and ſeditious 

Pamphlets? 
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Pamphlets? Did not his Majeſty upon their Addreſs dif- 
charge all the Proteſtant Diſlenters who were then under 
proſecution upon ſeveral Penal Statutes, withour paying 
Fees, as far as itcould be done according to Law, and pro- 
miſe alſo to recommend them to the Judges 2 There might 
many other inſtances be given, of moneys iſſued our, of 
perſons taken care for, and the like upon the ſingle re- 
queſt of the Commons, ſo that I cannot but wonder where 
my Authors modeſly was when he preſſed the Favorites to 
give one inſtance of his Majeſtices compliance with the 
Houſe of. Commons. 

But his Majeſty and the Court were kind to all that re- 
ceived any Cenſure from the repreſentative body of the 
People. They might thank themſelves for that who be- 
ſtowed their Cenſures ſo freely on men that had deſerved 
yery well of his Majeſty and the Government, and yet I 
belteve there may be ſome inſtances given of men whom 
they Cenſured or impriſoned, that have not been mightily 
advanced ſince by the Court, but let us examine thoſe 
few particular Examples my Author hath marked our. 

Let it for the preſent be admitted (faith my Author) 

: that ſome of the things defired by. that Parliament were ex- 

 orbztant, and ( becauſe we will put the objefion as ſtrong. as 
is poſſible) inconſiſtent with the very being of the Govern- 
ment, yet at leaſt ſome of their Petitions were more rea- 

ſonable. x 

Doubtleſs there was ſome ſuch, which: therefore were 
freely granted by his Majeſty, as I have proved. 

The Government might have ſubſiſted though the Gent lemen 
put out of the Commiſſion of the Peace for their zealous ating 
againſt the Papiſts had been reſtored. 

And fo might the Proteſtant Religion by Law eſtabliſhed 
be preſerved without the aſſiſtance of theſe zealous Gentle- 
men, and therefore his Majeſty was not to be inſtructed by 
theſe Repreſentatives, whom he ſhould imploy as Eg 
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*of the Peace, ' eſpecially after they had diſcovered fo much 
kindneſs for the Diſfenters, who have ſomething an odd 
Notion of Papiſts and Popery. = 
Nor would a final Diſſolution of all things have enſued, 
tho Sir George Jeficries had been removed out of all Publick 
Offices, or my Lord Hallifax himſelf from his Majeſties Pre- 
ſence and Councils, Sf 
The firſt of theſe, Sir George Feferzes was then 


Votes, Nov.13, Recorder of London, and was proſecuted by a part of the 
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City, tor that he by traducing and obſtructing Petitioning 
forthe ſitting of that Parliament, had betrayed the Rights 
of the Subject. Now that Gentleman oppoſed them ( as 
many others did ) in obedience to his Majeſties Proclamati. 
on, and the Laws of the Land; and it was a little unreaſo- 
nable that his Majeſty ſhould joyn with the Commons to 
ruine him, though ir could bemade out that his Majefties 
Proclamation was illegal, andthar there were a miſtake alſo 
in the point of Law. 

My Lord Ha/lifax was profecuted only for oppoſing the 
Bill for diſ:nheriting the Duke of Zork in the Houſe of Lords, 
and nofault wharſoever laid to his charge. Now he being - 
a Member of that Houſe, it had been very unreaſonable 
for his Majeſty to have puniſhed him for uſing his 
own juſt and legal freedom, in a caſe eſpecially where- 
in his Majeſty had declared .his ownreſolution fo very often 
before. 

Now, Sir, tho theſe two Perſons are not eflentially ne- 
ceſſary to the preſervation-of the 'Government, yet it 1s ab- 
{olutely fo, that his Majeſty do not give up thole that have 
faithfully and legally ferved him in their proper Stations, 
cither to pleaſe the People or their Repreſentarives, with- 
out a legal trial, and ajuſt defence. We may all remember 
whatithe Conſequences of his Majeſties Fathers giving up 
the Earl.of S7rafford in the beginning of the. late troubles 
were; and | hope ſhall never live to ſec that ſort of com- 
Pliance reaCted again. Had 
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Had the Statute of 75. Eliz. ( which had juſtly flept IO. 
for Eighty yegrs, and F, fo unreaſonably * —_ As "= + 
repealed, ſarely the Gavernment might ſtil have been ſafe. 
And though the Fanaticks perhaps had not deſerved ſo well 
as that in favour to them, his Majeſty ſhould have paſſed 
that Bill, yet ſince the Repeal might hereafter be of great 
uſe to thoſe of the Church of England, in caſe of OI 
Succeſſor, ( which Bleſſing his Majeſty ſeems reſolved to 
bequeath to his People ) one would have thought he might 
have complied with the Parliament in that Propoſal. 

It is very probable his Majeſty would have complied 
with them in that particular, tho it is paſt a perhaps the 
Fanaticks had not, nor ever will as long as they continue 
ſuch, deſerve that favour at his hands : But, modeſt Sir, 
how doth it appear that his Majeſty is reſolved to bequeath 
his People the Bleſſing of a Popiſh Succeſſorz Hath he 
promiſed the Duke to dic before him 2 Hath his Majeſty 
obliged him to continue a Papiſt ( it he be one) in ſpight 
of his Intereſt to the contrary ? Is this your Juſtice ? Is this. 
your Modeſty ? 

But the Miniſters thought they had not ſufficiently trium- 
phed over the Parliament by getting the Bill rejefted unleſs it 
were done in ſuch a manner as that the precedent might be 
more pernicious to Poſterity, by introducing a new Negative in 
the making of Laws, than the loſing the Bill, how uſeful ſo- 
ever, could be to the preſent Age. 

That this Bill was not tendered to . his Majeſty for his 
Aſfent appears by three Votes of the Commons at Ox- 
ord. . 

, The Houſe then according to their order ( the day before) SIE 

took into conſideration the matter relating to the Bill which i a _ 

paſſed both Houſes in tbe laſt Parliament, entituled, An Att 

for the repeal of a Statute made in the 35 year of the Reign of 

Queen Elizabeth, but was not tendered to his Majeſty for his 


Royal Aſſent.. 
Reſolved,. 
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' Reſolved, that a Meſſage be ſent to the Lords, deſiring a 
Conference with their Lordſhips in matters reqating to the 
conſtitution of Parliaments, in paſſing Bills. 

Ordered that a Committee be appointed to confider of, 
and prepare the ſubjeft matter to be offered at the ſaid 
Conference. 

Thus far that Parliament went in order to the diſcovery 
of the cauſe of the not tendering that Bill, and I have heard 
the Lords alſo were upon an inquiry what was become of 
it, but the diſſolution preventing them, I never heard that 
there was any diſcovery made then or ſince of the perſon 
or perſons that took it away. 

Now where my Author had his intelligence that the Mi- 
niſters rook it away to introduce a new Negative in the 
making of Laws, I thall not inquire. 

Pag.io. Thiswe may affirm, That if the ſucceſs of this Parliament 
did not anſwer expettation, whoever was guilty of it, the 
Houſe of Commons did not fail in doing their part. Never did 
men husband their time to more advantage. They opened the 
Eyes of the Nation, they ſhewed them their danger, with a 
freedom becoming Engliſh men. 

It was a Caution given by Queen Elizabeth in the end 
*: IG of a Parliament held in the 35th year of her Reign: 7hat 
I& of the four /2© would not have the People feared with reports of great 
laſt Parlia-= dangers, but rather encouraged with boldneſs againſt the Enc- 
— <pagpiig mies of the State, And what theefte& of our new Poli- 

I Po 47- : |; 
ticks was once before we weil remember. 

They A4ſſerted tbe Peoples right of Petitioning. 

Yes, that they did too very effeQtually, Tho there was 
| an A& of Parliament then in force, with this Preface. 
3 car.2.ca.5. TUYereas it bath been found by ſad experience that 

tumultuous and other diſozderly ſoliciting, and 
p2ocuring of Þands by p2ivate perſons to Petitions, 
Complaints, Kemonſtrances, and Declarations, 
and other Addzefles to the King, oz both .” _- 

ourcs 
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Houſes of Parliament, foz Aferation of Watters 
Eſtabliſhed by Law, redzcſs of pzetended Gzievances 

in Church 02 State, OR OTHER PUBLICK CON- 
CERNMENTS, have been made uſe of, to ſerve the 

Ends of fafious and ſeditious perſons gotten into 

power, to the violation of the.Þublick Peace, and 

have been great means of the late unhappy Wars, 
Confufions, and Calamities of this Nation, %c. 

T hey Proceeded vigorouſly againſt the Conſpirators diſco- Pag.1. 
vered, and heartily endeavoured to take away the very * Root « py the Bilt 
of the Conſpiracy. They had before them as many great and todifinheric 
uſeful Bills as had been ſeen in any Parliament, and it is not to wr nin 
Le laid at their doors that they proved abortive. This Age 
will never fail to give them their grateful Acknowledg- 
ments, And Poſterity will remember that Houſe of Commons 
with honour. | I 


Famque opus exegit : quod nec Jovis ira, nec ignes 
Nec poterit ferrum, nec edax abolere vetuſtas. 
Nomenque erit indelebile veſtrum.” 


And now the work isended, which Fove's rage, - 
Nor fire, nor Sword ſhall raſe, nor cating Age, 
And their immortal name ſhall never die. 


We come now to the particular enumeration of thoſe gra- Pag.rr. 
cious things which were ſaid to the Parliament at Weſtmin- : 
ſter. His Majeſtyask'd of them the ſupporting the Alliances 
he had made for the preſervation of the General Peace in Chri- 
ſtendom. It is to be wiſhed his Majeſty had added to his gra- 

Cious asking of Money a gracious Communication of thoſe 
Alliances, that ſuch blind obedience had not beeiexadted from 
them as to contribute to the ſupport of they knew not what 
themſelves, nor before they had conſidered whether thoſe 
Alliances which were made, were truly deſigned for that End 

| G | which 
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which wasPretended ( very dutifully faid ) or any way likely 
to prove effefual to it, fince no precedent can be ſhewn, that 
ever a Parliament ( not even the late Long Parliament, tho 
filled with Danby his Penſioners ) did givegnoney for maintain. 
ing any Leagues till they were firſt made acquainted with the 
particulars of them, | 

That Leagues haye been communicated to Parliaments 


| hererofore is not to be diſputed, but that they were ever 


rendered before they were asked. for, .is not ſo plain; 
Nor doth it -appear this was denied.. And as to his 
Parentheſis I defire only that. ir. may be obſerved 
for my excuſe, in caſe 1 happen to ſpeak any thing 
not reſpective enough .of the renowned Parliament at 
Weſtminſter. 

But beſides this, the Parliament. had reaſon to conſider 
well of the general Peace it ſelf, and the influence it might 
have, and had, upon our Affairs, before they came to any reſ0- 
lation,or ſo much as a debate about preſerving it; ſince y4 wiſe a 

Miniſter as my Lord Chancelior ( bleſſed be God 


Lord Chancellors Speech. | ; "- 
ach 22. 1678; The words We have one Wiſe Miniſter, they have all along 


are theſe: "The influence ſuch hitherto in general terms been treated ar ſuch 


&« Peace will bave upon our "7 . ; 
| Aﬀairs are fitter for Meditg- * TALE 25 if none of them had had either Wit 
tionthan Diſcourſe. ——T hbere- 


or Honeſty) had ſo lately told us, that it was 


| = bg vx9e 4.5 dart ſerene: fitter for meditation than diſcourſe. He informed 
. abroad, that it may-not be found Us in the ſame Speech, that the Peace then was 
« cheap or eaſe thing to put an hut the effeft of Deſpair in the Confederates, 


Aﬀront upon u6+ - and we have ſince learnt by whoſe means they 


were reduced to that Deſpair, and what price was demanded of 
the French King for ſogreat a Service. 

It isan old Maxim, That men ſhould neither deliberate 
nor debate about thoſe things that are not in their power. 
Now, whatever this General Peace was, and whatever 
the effe&s of ir might be, the right of Peace and War was 
inthe King, and rhe Commons could not alter one tittle of 


it: And a ſmall degrce of cxperience in the World "_ 
: re 
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tell any man, that Zg/and was not rhen in a condition to 

break alone with thatMonarch,which had tired out allChri- 

ſtendom with a tedious expenſive War, when they were 

united againſt him : And therefore the beſt Expedient that 

could then have fallen intothe Heads of the Commons had 

been to have ſhewn him, and all the Confederates, thar 

we were reſolved to have ſtood by our King with our Lives 

and Fortunes, which would have heartned them on 

to a ſtout reſiſtance in caſe of his further encroachments 

upon them, and in likelihood have kept him in ſome aw ; 

whereas the courſe that was taken had a quite contrary 

efte&, and tended more a thouſand times to the diſcou- 
ragement of the Confederates than the fruitleſs atrempr he 

hints at, made by the Earl of Danby, who was then in the 

Tower for it. So thatI believe all Europe will bear me Wit- | 

neſs, that all the great things the French King hath ſince 

done were in a great meaſure owing to the * diſorders of *Dr.Na/on ob- 
our Engliſh Parliaments, and their declared reſolution of __ 
_ giving the King no Supplies upon reaſonable ternis, had the Game 
whichrendered the Alliance and Enmity of our King abroad _ in the 


| e of Hi 

inconſiderable. Mejefties 
Cl _ ther, who (he 
faith by this means) loſt the opportunity of being able to hogen his Friends and Allies,as alſo 
that Honour and Terrour among his Enemies Abroad, which the Union and hearty AﬀeRt- 
ons of his Parliament, would have rendred great and dreadful, but now he became mean 
and contemptible ; that Prince who hath not power over his own Subj. &s at home being in no 
np mg capacity of doing any great matters abruad, Preface to his Impartial CollpAione 

ag. 61, 


Amongſt the great things the French King hath done 
ſince the Peace, my Author tells us this: Adis Fenfioners at pp rx, 
our Court have grown inſolent upon it, and preſumed that now |: 

He ( the yan King ) may be at leiſure to aſſiſt them ( the 

Penſioners ) 7» ruinzng England, and the Proteſtant Religion 

together, ( And they) have ſhaken off all dread of Parjia- 

ments, and have prevailed with his Majeſty- to uſe them with 

as little reſpett, and to diſperſe them with as great contempt, 
G 2 as 
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as if they had been a Conventicle, and not the great Repre- 
ſentative of the Nation, whoſe I'ower and Wiſdom only could 
ſave him and us in our preſent Exigencies. 

Surely the man that taiks thus contemptuouſlly of .his 
Majelty and all the Miniſters, durſt have'told us,it he could, 
who were theſe French Pentioners, but it was not his de- 
ſign to point out the men ;*but to caſt out general- Accu- 
fations againſt the King, the Miniſters, . and the whole Go- 


' vernment, thereby to incenſe the People, and to makethem 


ungovernable, that to his Majeſty might be the fooner 
neceſſitated to ſubmit himſelf to that Power and Wiſdom 
that could o:ly ſave him and us, but might alſo eaſily ruine 


. both, it things were once pur .into ſuch a ſtate, as his Maje. 


Colemans long 
Letter, 


ſty were no longer Maſter of that Power. 

As to the Accuſation, or rather Calumny, that the 
Engliſh Miniſters are .Penſtoners to the, French - King, ir 
will eaſily appzar tale ro any:man that dathbut reflect on 
Colemans Letters, in 1674. when the King was in a much 
better condition to oppoſe and ruine the French deſigns and 
enterprizes, and the French King had all the Contederates 
United, and in an Actual War with him, and theze was 


'nothing to fear or hope for bWin Eng/and, yet he then re- 


fuſed three hundred thouſand Pounds, tho it was pretended 
it would have aſſured the Diſſolution ot that long Loyal 
Parliament, which Frazce teared more than threeſcorc ſuch 
as have followed it ; and when at laſt Coleman deſcended 
to 200000 /. and at one time begged ſhametully but for 
20000 d.: He was dented it, Monſieur Rouvigni, the French 
Embaſſadour, uſually telling him, That if he .could be ſure of 
ſucceeding in that deſign his Maſter would give a much larger 
Sum ; but that he was not in a condition to throw away money 
upon ancertainties,Nor doth it appear thatever Coleman got 

one'farthingat that time. | | 
And aiter the diſcovery of the Plot, and the-diſſolution 
of the long Loyal Parliament, the peneral Peace having 
deiyered 
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delivered the French King from all Apprehenſions of good 
or hurt from England; His Majeſty having ſuch ill ſucceſs in 
the firſt ſhort Weſtminſter Parliament, and the Diviſions of 
England appearing more tully in the Election of the Second, 
and the year that paſled betwixt that and its ſitting, (all 
which were as well known in Pars as ih London) it is,not 
to be doubted but he very well underſtood that there was + 
then leſs reaſon to maintain Penſioners in Fng/and than be- 
fore. So that we may conclude from that time there hath 
come but little French Money over into England for Pen- 
ſions toany Party, England being thought in Frazce ſo in- 
conſiderable by reaſon of her Domeſtick Feuds, . Fears, and 
incurable Jcalouſies; thar there is nothing to be feared or 
hoped from it ; whereas Penſions are tobe imployed in Po- 
tent and United States, 

I do not deſign by this to prove that no French Penſioners 
are now maintained in Frg/and, but that they are few,and 
gain but little by it, and therefore it is ridiculous ro con- 
ccive that all our Miniſters of State are ſuch, and that they 
ſhould be ſuch fools as to conſpire with France to ruine 
England for nothing, or that which is next to it. Andit'is 
2s ſilly a ſuppoſition that the Privy Council, and the reſt of 
the Miniſters of -State, who are not Penſioners, ſhould 
- not diſcover thoſe that are, as ſoon as this diſcontented 
Gentleman. ; 

There is a lewd and impoſſible conceit ſpread undcr- 
hand about rhe Nation that the King himſelf is a Pentioner 
to France: and all that is pretended to juſtific it, is only 
his being able to ſubſiſt ſo long without Parliamentary Sup- 
plies. Now, this I believe is not credited by any men of 
underſtanding, but yet there are many ſuch, who for ill 
cnds ſpeak it in ſome companies,and will ſhake their heads, 
and ſhrug their thoulders,' and look-gravely-in other com- 
panies, that they may ſeem - to fear what they durſt*not 


ipeak. 
Now, 
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Now, if what I haye ſaid before be applied to this in- 

Nance, it will appear more ridiculous; for that Penſion 

that may tempt a hungry Courtier, who is to raiſe a Fami- 

ly, would be rejected with ſcorn if it were tendered to a 

meaner Prince than ours is. And it-is not to be thought 

that the French. King, who is obſerved to be as ſparing of 

his Wealth, as prodigal of his  Souldiers, would ever be 

at ſuchan Expence as to maintain our Court and his own; 

tor fear the King ſhould unite with a Parliament that would 

be an Enemy to France ; no, all knowing men underſtand 

how little he cares for England it it were quict at home, 

but as now things ſtand he .ſcorns it, as beneath his Conſi- 

deration. 
Well, bur if neither the-Miniſters, nor his Majeſty arc 
to be ſuſpeted, who are ? I will tell you that in the words 
| of a more knowing, man than 1 dare pretend to be. 

A ſeaſonable Thoſe that. roar moſt againſt French Councils and Meaſures ; 

Addreſs to the Onder-hand-bargains, and Agreements, between both the 

| 4 _—_ Kings, know they belye their own Conſciences, and that the 

French have -us in the laſt degree of Contempt. This the 
Earl of Danby Printed in his own windication, perhaps net 

zgnorant that ſome of their Miniſters did in the year 1677, 

and 78. before the breaking forth of the Plot, declare, That 

Monſieur L.had greater intereſt, and more Friends in England 

than the Duke of York; that the King had need” be on his 

guard, for he was in great danger of running the ſame riſque 

with his Father, when it was likewiſe inquired what intereſt 

among(t the People two great Peers had, who have fince 

the Plot been great Pillars of the Proteſtant Religion, tho 

either was ever reputed to have any, were Miniſters and Ad- 

viſers in 1670, and 71. very good Friends to France -au d 

Popery, Enemies to the Triple Alliance, and to Holland, &c. 

It was alfo ſaid, That 3000001, a year beſtowed in Scotland 

and England, among the Faftious and Diſcontented, would bet- 

ter ſerve the Intereſt of France, than any Bargain they _ 

; drive 
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drive with the Miniſters, Thus far that noble Pen hath 
diſcovered who are the French Penſioners, and Reaſon 
ſpeaks the ſame thing : For if it be the Intereſt of Fraxce to 
- divide Englagd,.it is their Intereſt too, to do it as cheap as 
they can, and there is no doubt to be made of it but 
Ioooo 4, a year, divided amongſt the Zonudon Holders- 
forth, and the Wa/ingfordians, on no other condition but 
that they ſhould. declaim ſtoutly againſt rhe King, the 
Court, the Miniſters, France, and Popery, (things which 
no money could make them forbear ſpeaking againſt ) 
would more effeQually engage them to go on in thar courſe, 
than all the treaſures of Fraxce would the King and Mini- 
{ters to procure the Ruine of England, and the ſettlement 
of Popery ; things which Nature and Education have 
taught them to abhor. And by this means England ( as 
they might eaſily foreſee ) would be fo divided, thar if a 
Civil War did not follow, yet atleaſt there would be no 
fear of its being in a condition to look abroad and ſuccour 
as Neighbours. . 

To theſe men is owing all that Contempt that hath fallen 
upon our Engliſh Parliaments both at home and beyond 
the Seas, who by putting the Houſe of Commons upon 
thoſe things that would Jifpuſt the King, and all the Gen- 
try in the Nation, have doneas much as they. could to make 
them firſt feared, and then hated by almoſt one half of the 
Subjects, and tends as diretly to the ruine of that ancienr 
and excellent Conſtitution as the diſorders of the Tribunes 
of the People, did to the ruine of the Liberty of-the 
Romans. | | 


But alas if we look: into the Speech made at the opening of Pag.12. 


the Parliament, we ſhall find no mention of any new Ally ex- 
cept the Spaniard, whoſe Afﬀairs at that time, through the 
defefts of their own Government, and the Treachery of our 
Miniſters, were reduced to ſo deſperate a ſtate, that he might 
well be a burthen to us,' but there was little to be hoped from 
a. 
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a Friendſhip with him; anl-fs$ by the name of a League to 
recommend our Miniſters to a New. Parliament, and cozen 
Country Gentlemen of their Money. | 

Before I can anſwer this, I onght to Tranſeribe ſo much 
of his Majcſties Speech as concerns this buſineſs; which is 
as followeth : . 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


The ſeveral Prorogations I have made, have been 
very advanitageoits to our Neighbours, and very uſeful 
to me; for 1 have employed that time in making and 
perfeFing an Alliance with the Crown of Spain, ſuita- 
ble to that which 1 had before with the States of the 
United Provinces, and they alſo had with Spain, conſiſt- 
ing of mutual obligations of Succour and Defence. 

I have all the reaſon in the world to believe, that 
what was ſo much deſired by former Parliaments, muſt 
needs be very grateful to you now : For tho ſome per- 
haps may wiſh theſe Meaſures had been taken ſooner, yet 
no man can with reaſon think it 1s now too late ; for they 
Who deſire to make theſe Alliances, and they who deſire to 
breakthem, ſhew themſelves of another opinion. 

And as theſe arc the beſt Meaſures that could be taken 
for the ſafety of Engiand, and repoſe of Chriſtendom, 
fo they cannot fail to attain their End, and to ſpread 
and improve themſelves further, if our Diviſuons at 
home do not render our. Friendſhip leſs . conſiderable 
abroad. 


Now 
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' Now all the Gentlemans' Craft lay in'the word New, 
there is no mention of any. New: 4/y, No, but there is 
mention of an old one, double Confederated both - with 
Spain and England to the ſame purpoſe, and theſe three 
Stares being thus United, as his Majeſty truly tells them, 
would in a litti&'time draw in more if our Diviſions did nor 
prevent it. Our Diviſions had that effe&t, and made the 
King a true Prophet againſt his will, and now all the blame 
is to be thrown upon the Miniſters, that is in reality upon 
the King, 2 | | 
Nay, our Miniſters (poor-unfortufiate men ) muſt bear 
the reproach of Ruining not only Erg/avd, but Spain too. 
by their Treachery : but yet our. kind Author doth not 
lay all- chat burthen upon their ſhoulders, but confeſſeth 
* that their ill Governing had a part in it; bur however it 
came to paſs, Spain was in ſo deſperate a ſtate then thar it 
might be a burthen to Exglard, but no ways beneficial. 
And yet before the end of this very: Paragraph he is in a 
dreadtul fear rhat Spaiz ſhould. joyn with. his Majyeſties 
Succeſſor, and for the introduction of Popery make a War 
upon the People with all his Forces by Sea and Land. Ar 
this rambling rate does our Gentleman talk. 
" Ir cannot be denied but that the Afﬀairs of. Spain were 
very ill managed at thattime, bur rhen that was owing ta 
the Minority of their King, the Fa&ions 'in their Courr, 
the Conteſts betwixt Dox John and the Queen-Mother 
their Regent, and their rwo Parties, and ir.is not improba- 
ble the French King might have ſome few Penſioners in 
Spain as well as England; but yet that once moſt potent 
Kingdom was not ſunk to fo low an Ebb'of Fortune as to 
be only a burrhen ro its Allies, tho it had need of them, 
 andought byall the rules of Policy to have been ſo much 
the more carefully ſecurcd and ſupported by them,eſpecially 
by Ergland. P £5 


H | : And. 
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And therefore our Coudtry Gentlemen, who were too: 
wiſe to be cozehed of theit money by the crafty Mini- 
{ters, will, I hope, not lay it to their charge too, thar the. 
Afﬀairs of Spain have ever ſince viſibly declined, and the. 
French King hath taken. near as much trom his Neighbours . 
during the Peacc, upon. pretence ot. Dependencies by. Pro- 
ceſs, as he got in all che War by his Sword and potent Ar-- 
mies. For this ſcems in. great part at leaſt; .nor.ſo much. 
owing to the 7reachery-of our Mimifters, as to the Tenacity 
andthrifrineſs of theſe Country Gentlemen, that were ſo ſhit of 
being cozentd of theit Money. | 

But «pon the peruſal of the Leagae, it appears by the 
3, 4r'1and 5, Articles, that it was like to create as troubles 
enough, for it engages us tudefinitely to enter. into all the 
quarrels of the Spaniards, tho they hapned in the Weſt Indies - 
or the Philippine 1ſlands, . or were. drawn upon himſelf by his 
own mnjuſtice.or cauſeteſs provecations. . 

Whether my Auchor have been any more faithful in his 
account of this League, than he was of the Kings Speech 
cannot fay ; becauſe it is not: in .my power to examine 
thoſe Articles.. But his mentioning our obligation to aſliſt 
Spain in the Weſt-Indies and Philippine I{lands,-where it is- 
impoſbble, againſt the Duke of Brandenburg, and the King * 
of Portugal, where it would be unjuſt, and againſt his Prc- 
teſtant Subjes oppreſt by him,. as. they. were by his 
Grandfather. Philip, are ſuch things would make a man. 
ſuſpe& his ſincerity. a little; and rhe rather, becauſe his 
Majeſty.tells._ us, 7 he League was. ſurtable to-that which he 
had before with the States of the United Provinces, .and. they 
alſo had with Spain, conſiſting of mutual obligations of Succour 
and Defence. 

Now, the account my Author gives of it is .in part ſo 
impoſhble, and inthe reſt ſo improbable, that no Mortal in 
his right Wits can be'ieyve that Spar ſhould defire, or 
Engiand grant, any ſuch things... And therefore if he had 

F ” , ; ar 
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at all expetted to have. beer helieyed, he ought to: lave 
ay rr gage" m_ three Articles for a proof of what he 
had ſaid. And whereas he tells, us; it en IF _ A 
us indefinitely. ro enter into all the m—— FiLG wei Feeds - 
the Spaniards, That, if true, will bear a fair #1 necaſſarium erit ad wRaniag 
Conttruction, and will no more oblige us ro py cope: er _— = kad 
- thoſe things he mentions. ( if they be notex- manifeta oquites vel ilitas 
preſs'd, ( nay, I think I may fay, if they be) 7 goes - 
in plain terms) than it will to help the King priztatis xif Cireumſtantis ali- 
of Spain to deſtroy our ſelves, in cafe he ſhould »« ſvadraw. Gror. de Ine 
happen to have a quarret with us hereafter. (1, oO OP 


For as pl can bind any further than as iris 


juft and poſſible. 
But that which concerns us yet nearer {( ſaith my Author ) Pag.13. 

in this League, is, that this obligation of Afſiſtance was niutu= | 

al; fo that if .a Diſturbance ſhould happes hereafter in , 

England pon any attempt ta change our Religion, or our Go- 

vernment, tho it was in the time of his Majeſties Succeſſors. 

The moſt. Catholick King is obliged by this League, ( which we 

are [till to believe was ent Jews. znto, for the ſecurity of the 

Proteſtant Religion, and the good of the Nation) to give aid 

to ſo pious a,defign, and tomake War upon ( their Majeſties ) 

the People with al his Forces both by Land and Sea, And 

therefore it was no wonder that the Miniſters were not for- 

ward in fhewing this League to the Parliament, who: would 

have ſoon obſerved all theſe inconveniences, and have" ſeen 

how little ſuch a League could contribute to the preſerving the 

General Peace, or to the ſecuring . of Flanders, - fince the 

French King may within one months time poſſeſs himſelf of it, 

and we by our League are not obliged to ſend our Succours 

till three months after the Invaſion, ſo that' they would' upon 

the whole matter bave been inclined ty juſpedt, that the main 

end of this League was only to ſerve for a handſom-pretence 

to raiſe an Army in England,” and: iff the People here ſhould 

grow diſcontented at it, and any little diſorders ſhould enſus,; 
 & 2h the 


— 
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The Spaniard u thereby obliged to ſend over Forces to ſuppreſs 
them, | 

_ This is fraught withſuch rare new Politicks, and he has 
taken ſuch care to make a Rebellion ſafe, whether it hap- 
pens in his Majeſties time, or- in- his: Suceeſſors, eſpecially 
if -it were'in- order to the preſervation- of our Religion 
and Government, { and wo-be tothe man that begins one * 
on any other prerence ) that I thought fit to tranſcribe ir 
Intire. : 

Bur Sir, whatever: the: Spaniard hath promiſed, or the 
Miniſters intended againſt thePeople muſt needs come to 
nothing ; for-you know that his Attairs were lately,through 
the defetts of his own Government, and the Treachery of our 
Miniſters, reduced to ſo deſperate a ſtate, that he might well 
be a-Burthen tous, but there was little' tobe hgped for from 
a friendſhip with him.; and therefore as little in haſt to be 
feared from his Forces too, it he ſhould be ſoPopiſhly in. 
clined as to think it a Pious deſign to help the King to 
bring in Arbitrary Government, by the handſomr pretence 
of an Army.raifed tor his aſſiſtance: or*that 'and Popery 
roo in the time of his Majeſties Succeſſor, ro which this 
Gentleman knows ( no man better ) the People have. no 
| Maw, tho the Miniſters haye- a filchy inclination, and: 
therefore cunningly took care by their Treachery to reduce 
his Afﬀairs ( whoſe help they chiefly relied ' on ) into that 
deſperate condition we lately.ſec them in. 

Well, but for all that he may recover ſome part of his 
ancient Power; yes, who doubts that, to hurt us, burnot 
to help us. And now, no-man can blame the Miniſters 
that they were not .forward in ſhewing this League to the 
' Parliament, who would doubtleſs have forthwith  Ad- 
dreſſed tothe King againſt them, and uſhered ir in with a 
Vote, that they were all of them Promoters of Popery,and Spa- 
n4ſh Counſels, and Enemies to the King, and Kingdom, 


; : ; By- 
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By this League it ſeems the King was not obliged to - 


ſend over any. Succours till rhree months after an Invaſion, _ - 


(tho it is as plain as the Noſe on a mans face) that the 
French King may in one months time poſſeſs himſelf of 
Flanders. He may however take longer time, it he pleaſe, 
for any care was taken here to prevent it, ſo thar if his 
Majeſty had taken a little too long a time to ſend in his 
Aids ( which all things conſidered few men will think 
hedid) yerthey thar ſhould have backed him in it have 
taken a-longer time, and therefore -ought not to com- 
plain. | 

The next thing (faith my Author ) recommentded to them 
was the further Examination of the Plot, and every one who 
have obſerved what has paſſed for more than two. years toge- 
ther, cannot doubt but that this was ſmcerely defired by ſuch 
as are moſk-in-credit with his Majeſty. And then ſurely tbe 
Parliament deſerved not to be cenſured apon this account, 
ſince the Examination of ſo many new Witneſſes, the Trial of 
the Lord Stafford, the great preparations for the trial «f 
the reſt of the Lords, and their diligent inquiry into 
the Horrid Iriſh Treaſons, ſhew that the Parliament 
wanted no diligence fo purſue his Majeſties gnod intentions in 
that affair, : 


Now Sir, If they had but ſuſpended the Bill for diſinhe- - 
riting the Duke of Tork, and their Vores that followed- 


upon the throwing it out in the Lords Houſe, and could 
but have beld their hands from ſending for -their fellow- 
Subjects into Cuſtody, till they had diſpatched this great 
Afair,& tried all the other Lords in the Tower; it is thought 
by wiſer men than I, they- might have had rime enough:to 
have gone through with this buſineſs, but ſome body tells 
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us the Plot was to be kept on foot, elſe they would be defeated, Scafonable' 


It was to be uſed like the Holy War, alwaysa doing, never 
done. withal, till it made way for ſome other deſt7ns that 
would not go merrily without-the noiſe of. a Plot to drive 
them; ; =O When .. 


Addreſ,p 3. . 
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;Pag.r3, When his Majeſty defired from the Parliament their Ad: 
vice and aſſiſtance concerning the. Preſervation of TANgier, 
the Commons did nat neg/ett to give- it its due Confideration, © 

- as appears by their Addreſſes of November 2.9. gud Decemb. 
21.1680. and they told him, no. better could be-expedted of a 
Town for the moſt part under 'Popiſh Governours; and-always 
filled with a Popiſh Garriſon. | 

Now this Gentleman might have done the World a 
kindneſs to havc-told us how the -Popery of the Gover- 
noursor Garriſon contributed any thing to the preſent Exi- 
gencies of that place, into which it fell, not by any neglect 
or Treachery, but by a Siege laid about it by a potent Army 
of Moors. - 

Pag.13. T hey promiſed to aſſiſt him in _ of it, as ſoon as ever 
they could be reaſonably ſecured, that any Supply which 
they gave for that purpoſe, ſhould not be-uſed to augment the 
ſtrength of our Popiſh Adverſaries, and to encreaſe our dan- 
gers at home. | | | 

All the reſt is of the ſame kind with this, But Sir, can 
you tell what' was meant by a reaſonable ſecurity 2 Or 
wherein the ſtate of Eng/aud would have been mended if 
Tangier had been loſt > Or can you give us any reaſon why 
this Parliament ſeemed reſolved ro run the Riſque of lofin 

April7,and 9. this Town, when the former Parliament had Voted F 

”_ ſtoutly for the Annexing jt to the Crown? I might perhaps 
go near to anſwer all theſe queſtions from the - exact 
Collection of Debates which are Printed, but the fafer 
and ſhorter way is to refer my Reader to them for his fa- 

| tisfaction. 

Pag.14 My Author owns that his Majeſty offered to concur in any 
"Remedies that could be propoſed for the ſecurity of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, but ( ſaith he) he was pleaſed to gono fur- 
ther, (how could he2) for thoſe Remedies the Commons 
offered were rejetted, and thoſe which they were preparing 
were prevented by a diſſolution. ' _ 

1at 
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What was reje&ed is well enough underſtood, viz. the 
Bill of Excluſion, and if the iation was what was 
preparing, it is no great wonder it ſhould be prevented by - 

a Diſſolution. Bur tor this we muſt be contemted to remain 
in 1gnorance. 

His Majeſty had complained of Addreſſes in, the name Pag.14. 
of Remonſtrances rather than Anfwers. New, here my 
Author cannot gueſs what the Miniſters would have the 
word Remonſtrance ſignifie; but he takes it to be a modeſt 
cxpreſling the reaſons of their reſolution. Now, if this be 
the meaning of the Word, we muſt own his Majeſty hath 
in this particular charged the Commons wrongtully, for 
there was ſeldom tov mych modeſty joyned with their 
Reaſons, but they rather to us poor Country Folk,ſeemed 
to have alrogether loſt that reſpe&t rhat was due to thc 
Crown, as any body elſe would think that ſhould compare 
their Addreſſes with thoſe made in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, particularly that made to thank her for raking _— 
away a part only of the Monopolies that oppreſſed them prliaments 
in the 44. year of herReign, when the Speaker and the of Q Z!ir, 
whole Houſe of Commons fate a good while on their knees - 
to her, but our Gentlemen treated our King at quite another 
rate, and not much unlike thoſe who remonitrated to his . 
Majeſties Father till theyar. laſt fairly brought him to the 
Block. 

My Author conſiders in the next place that part of the Pag,15.. 
Declaration which concerns the Arbitrary Orders for ta- 
king perſons into cuſtody, for:matters that had no relation 
to Prividedges of Parliament, Sc. Jf ( faith he ) rhey 
(the Miniſters) intended by theſe general words to reflect 
0a the Orders made. to take thoſe degenerate Wretches into 
_ Cuſtody who publiſhed under their hands Abhorrences of Par- 

liaments, and of thiſe who in humble and lawful manner pe- 
titioned for their fitting, in a time of ſuch extreme mer 
Surely they- are not in good earneſt, they cannot believe 
them.- - 
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themſelves, whenthey ſay, that theſe matters have no relati- 
o to Priviledges of Parliament, if the Priviledge of Par- 
liament be concerned when an injury is done to any particular 
Member, how mgch more when mea ſtrike at Parliaments them- 

ſelves, and endeavour to wound the Conſtitution ? | 
Bur, Sir, .I hope it is no breach of Priviledge of Parlia- 
ment now tg,beg a ſmall favour at your Worthips hands, 
and that is to procuce but one inſtance of one ſingle man 
that ever publiſhed an-Abhorrence of Parliaments in gene- 
ral, or of that Parliament in particular before it fate, It 
ſeems mighty probable to me, that theſe Wretches were a 
part of them, and the rather, becauſe. my Author is fain . 
ro miſrepreſent the whole matter of Fact to make it ſeem 
juſt. Now, Sir, all the queſtion was, whether the manner 
of Petitioning, then taken up by the Rabble, was lawful 
or humble 2 You ſay it was borh, bur, Sir, your Sentence 
is ncither Concluding, nor yet infallible ; and therefore we 
. appeal from ir to the next Loyal Parliament, which we 
hope ſome ar leaſt of thoſe Degenerate Wretches may live 
to ſee, and in the mean time there will ever be ſome ready 
to abhor a Petition ſigned by 60000 Shop-Keepers, Ap- 
prentices, &c. humbly pretending to inſtruct the King and 
Council, in ſpight of a Proclamation tothe contrary, when 
its fit a Parliament ſhould ſit; which ſome are ſuch fools 
as to imagine may be done again without abhorring 
Parliaments; and confequently without breach of Pri- 
viledge of Parliament. And becauſe this was all that 
was done then, to the beſt of our remembrance, and as it 
is conceived may be made appear by thoſe very ab- 
* horrences ſtill extant, *therefore ir is humbly concei- 
ved the Imprifonments, thereupon were Arbitrary and 

illegal. 

; ro thoſe two Perſons my Author names, of them that 
_ were taken into Cuſtody by Order of Parliament Sherz- 
dog, and "Thompſon, I will raiſe no Conteſt _ 
| Um, 
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him, becauſe their caſe will: depend upon the general 
determination, | 
The King's Declaration lays down thi ara Rule; that for 
the Houſe of Commons to take into Cuſtody any Subjef, for 
matters that haveno relation to priviledges of Parliament is 
Arbitrary, i.e. Illegal. | "# 
This the Author quarrels at, and by a very few Prece- 
dents endeayours to prove, 7hat the Houſe of Commons 
may order men to be taken into Cuſtody for matters not relating 
zo priviledge. Theſe two are directly contrary each to 
other,. and I only deſirethe liberty to enquire which of theſe 
ſeem likelieſt ro be in the right. | 
The Priviledges of the Houſe of Commons are indeed 
our own, and they enjoy and ought to ufe them as our 
Truſtees, and forour good, and therefore it is folly in us to 
lefſen them when they are ſuch as are neceſſary : and itis 
a great injury in them to extend them beyond what they 
ancieatly were to the damage of the Crown; or of the 
-Liberties of the Subjects, or on the other hand to abuſe 
thoſe they really have, and ought to enjoy, to our damage, 
or to the Detriment of the Kings Prerogative, which is as 
neceſfary for our preſervation as the Priviledges of Parlia- 
ment themſelves are. wy,” : 
The Priviledges of Parliament are many, and relate 
either to the whole Body, the Three Eſtates taken Colle- 
Ctively,-or to the Lords, or tothe Commons. | 
Thoſe relating to the Commons reſpeC& either the 
King, or the Lords, -or the reſt of the Subjets which 
are not Members of their Houſe, or the Members of their 
own Houle. ; | 
Our Enquiry is only in this point concerning thoſe that 
relate to thoſe Subjects that are not Members of either 
Houſe, whether they may be impriſoned by Vore of the 
Commons for matters that have no relation to Priyiledge 
of Parliament. | 
l In 


o 


Proceedings of the four 


PÞ. 254 Anno 


ſeems probable ro me thacr 
this queſtion was then firſt 
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In rhe latter end of the Reign of Queeir | 
laſt Parliaments of Q, Eliz. Elizabeth it was a queſtion whether the Com- 


Regni 44. it mons could impriſon - thoſe that were not 
Members of their own-Houſe ſor matters that 


reſolved, by the Arguments had a certain and apparent relation to the 
broughr for jr, which u's known Priviledges of Parliament, - as for 
not tobe in plain caſes; and Avreſtino hei My c 
one Member oppoſed ir, Arreſting them or their Servants in time 0 


and another ſaid many were Parliament, which hath been ſince gained, 


ſent for, but none appeared, 
none were puniſhed, 


Cobes "nflir. 
part. 4, of the 
proceedings in 
Parliament 
againſt ab- 
cars. p,38. 


and is 1io lotiger Conteſted 'by any body, but 
is a ſtrong Argument that they had not 
then that power the Author claims, and for which he 
brings the Precedents, which are indeed of a later date 
except one, and that was in the Minority of Edward the 
Sixth. ene | | 
Anciently it any man were impeached in Parliament, 


2 there was a Writ directed to the Sheriff ro fummon him 


to appear and Anſwer, as my Lord Coke acquaints us, 
and fets down the form of the Writ ; and upon the return. 
of this Writ the Attachment ir is likely went out of the 
Houſe of Lords, but of this Power of the Commons that 
great man ſpeaks not one word, which is a good Argument 
they had it not, and indeed the latter inſtances are all aftcr 
his time. ; : 

Ic is not conſonant to reaſon that any Subje& of England 
ſould be imprifoned upon a bare ſuggeſtion without the 
Oath of the Accuſer: Now the Commons have no power 
to give an Oath in this caſe, and therefore ir ſeems rea- 
ſonable that they ſhould not imprifon any man who is not 
if - on of their Houſe, much leſs whomſoever they 

caſe. 

F The Houſe of Commons is not a Court of Judicature, 


( except in matters of Priviledge and EleCtions ) bur all 


perſons. accufed in Parliament muſt be tried by the 


* owned by. *T ords, therefore it is contrary to the Law of England 


this Author. 
$: 39s. 


that any man ſheuld be impriſoned by the Com-- 


mons, . 


| (59) : 

mons, who (*as the Grand-Jury of the Nation) are his colesToftir. 

Accuſers. | : part.4ojo34e 
It is faid that a man zaken into Cuſtady by 


Order of the Commons is taken. in Execution, Debates of the Houſe of = | 
Commons.p4g.217. A Com-. _ | | 

| 

| 


bur itis contrary to the eternal Laws of Nature, girment 5f this Houſe is 
and all Nations, that a man ſhould be taken in always in nature of a Judgs- 
Execution before he have made his Defence, Jv 0” TIE 
, ailable. 
and a legal Sentence: be. paſſed upon him by 
Legal Proceſs and proof. oO ? 
Iris deſtruCtive of the Liberty of the Subje& that any addreftothe— | 
man ſhould be fo taken by them into Cuſtody, becauſe he pegs ww 
is without all remedy, and if the thing happen to prove ****? wy 
wjurious and oppreſſive, as it did in the Caſe x Folo: 
Wilſonand Roger Beckwith Eſquires, two Torkſhire Juſtices 
of the Peace, who were notoriouſly injured by it. 
For theſe reaſons, which I ſubmit to wiſer men than my 
ſelf, I am humbly of opinion that no man ought to be ta- 
ken into Cuſtody by the Order or Vote of the Commons, 
that is not a Member of their Houſe; except it be for _ 
matters relating to the Priviledges of Parliament, and that 
ſuch Priviledges as are commonly known; for it they 
may call what they pleaſe a Priviledge of a Parliament, it 
will in the Event be the ſame thing as anunlimired 
power. 2 
| Asto all his Inſtances they do nor deſervs any conſide- 4 £2». 6, 
ration except the firſt, and that no man, as he relates it, can - Ji 
tell by whom the Commitment was made, without the , car. 
Record which I cannot come at, and the latter were the 
Acts of PopularFarliaments which laid the foundations 
of our late troubles by ſuch proceedings. 
My Author in the next place comes to juſtifie rhe Votes 
againſt the Miniſters, and lays down this as his foundation. 
he Commons in Parliament have uſed two ways of delivering Pag.16. 
their Country from pernicious and powerful Fquourites, The 
one is in a Parliamentary Courſe of Juſtice by impeaching 
Iz them 
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" them which is uſed when they judge it needful to make them 
 publick examples, by Capital, or other high puniſhments, for 


the terror of others : The other is ” immediate Addreſs to. 
the King to remove them as unfaithful or unprofitable Ser- 
wants. Their Lives, their Liberties, or P{lates are never 
endangered, but when they are proceeded againſt in the former 
of theſe ways : Then legal evidence of their guilt is neceſſary, 
then there muſt be a proper time allowed for their defence. 
In the other way the Parliament att as the Kings great Coun- 
cil, and when either Houſe obſerves that affairs are ill admi- 
viſtred, that the Advice of Parliaments is rejefed or flight- 
ed, the Courſe of Juſtice perverted, our Councils betrayed, 
Grievances multiplied, and the Government weakly and diff 
erderly managed, ( of all which our Laws have made it im- 
poſſible for the King to be guilty, they neceſſarily muſt, and 
always have charged thoſe who had the Adminiſtration 
of affairs, and the Kings Ears, as the Authors of theſe mi 
chiefs, and have from time to time applied themſelves to 
him by Addreſſes for their removal from his preſence and 
Councils, | 

So here are all the Miniſters of State that are, or ever 
ſhall be, expoſed to the mercy of the Houſe of Commons, 
if proof can be brought againſt them, then have ar all, Life, 
Liberty, and Eſtate muſt go 'for it ; but if none can be had, 
then itis but voting them Enemies to the King and King- 
dom, and Addrefling to have them removed from his Ma- 
jeſties Preſence and Councils for ever, and the work is 
done without allowing the liberty to anſwer for them- 
felves. And the reaſon that he gives for it&sa pleaſant one ; 
becauſe the King cannot be guilty, therefore they muſt, 
But may nor a Houſe of Commons be miſtaken, and 
puniſh a man for what he never did? may not one man 
give the Advice, and another ſuffer for it at this rate of 
proceedings 2?But this is an old Cuſtom , What then, it.is an 
unjuſt one.. : 


There: 


puniſhment... 
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"There may be many things plain and evident beyond the 
teſtimony of any Witneſs, which yet can never be proved in a 
"legal ways ; 
This is true; but I hope he will not infer from hence 
that any mar: ſhall be puniſhed for thoſe things without 


reſtimony. I always thought all theſe caſes were reſer- 


ved to the Tribunal of God Almighty. And I believe 
this Gentleman. would be loth to be tried by his own 
rule. - 

The Parliament may be bufied in ſuch great Affairs, as will 
not ſuffer them to purſue every Offender throuh a long 
proceſs. | 

Then they may let him-alone ;-orJeave him to rhe Com- 
mon Law, but to condemn him unheard, for wane of lci- 
ſure, is ſuch a-piece of juſtice as. no man would be willing 
to-ſubmit to in-his own Caſe. 


Pa 9.17. 


Ibid.. 


There may be many reaſons why a man ſhould be turned out Pag.17.. 


of Service, which perhaps would not extend to ſubjeft him to 

That there may be reaſons why: a man: ſhould be turncd: 
out of Service is undeniable,. but then thoſe reaſons ought 
to bealledged and proved; for the turning a man our of Ser- 
vice is certainly in-many caſes a great- puniſhment, thonot 
cqual to hanging. | 

The People themſelves are highly cencerned in the- great 
Miniſters-of Stare, who are Servants to the Kingdom as well 
as to the King, and the Commens, whoſe buſmeſs it is to pre-- 
ſent all Grievances, as they are moſt lixely tq ohferve ſooneſ# 
the folly and treacheryof thoſe publick Servants, (the greateſt 
of all Grievances) ſo this repreſentation ought to have no little 
weieht with the Prince. | 

Here is the true reaſon as long as the Miniſters look 
upon themſelvesas the Kings Servants they will adhere to- 
the Crown, bur if they be taught: onee that they are Ser- 
yants to the People too, then becauſe its difficult to. ſerve : 

two, 


- 


Ibid-. 


_ 


—_ 
:two Maſters, they. will-be more diſtra&ed, and at more 
timorouſly,cſpecially if accordiflg to the madern diſtinction | 
| of the Conrt-Party in 


the Country-Party get the Aſcen 
a Parliament. | Et; 
——_— | Queen Elizabeth told the Com ns by the Lord Keeper, 
laſt Parlp.47. 7hat ſhe miſliked that ſuch irreverence towards Privy-Coun- 
ſellors, ( who were not to be accounted as Common Knights 
and Burgeſſes of the Houſe, that "are Counſellors but during - 
the "46% ea ) whereas the other are ſtanding Counſellors, 
.and for their Wiſdom and great Service are called to the Coun- 
cil of State. : 2. | 
They were not then thought to beſuch publick Servants 
as might be treated at any rate, ſent to. the Tower, or to 
carry up a Bill tothe Lords, againſt which they had giyen 
their Vote, as if- it were to triumph over them. | 
Pag.17. But Henry IV. ( a wiſe and a brave Prince ) 
fuit Ree __ = Mp in the Fifth year of his Reign turned out four of 
ls teabili, & vatth ere. 1s Servants, only becauſe the Commons defired 
vis, Wall.nec fervarentur ejs 7 hey might be removed, But then this Prince had 
— Theſauria Regia: ng Title, and therefore was not in a capacity 
Polid. Virgil. todiſpute any thing with them; and in this ve- 
,, Svorum crebris conjurationl- ry Parliament too 3 they gave him ſo extraor- 
BU VEXALUL. « 4: p 
- © dinary a Tax, and fo troubleſom to the Sub- 
je&, that they would not ſuffer any Record of it to beleft 
in the Treafury ; and he was obliged to grant them this 
extraordinary favour in recompence of it.., He had but 
newly in Battel conquered one Rebellion, wherein Mortz- 
mers Title was at the bottom, and was ingaged then in a 
War with France. And he had reaſon to fear a general 
DefeCtion of the Nation; King Richard being reported to 
bealive. And he was thenin great want of Money, ſothat _ 
for ſuch a Prince ſo beſet to grant any thing was far from a 
wonder,but ought no more to be drawn into Example than 
that Tax they then gave him; and leaſt of all now, when 
things are ina very diffcrent poſture. : 
uct 
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But then all theſe Miniſters are cenſured for doing thar- 


which was approved by two of the three Eſtates. The 
. Reſolve was this. | 


That all perſons who adviſed his Majeſty in his laſt Meſſage Jas. 7. 1680, 


to this Houſe, to infiſt upon an opinion againſt the Bill for 
Excluding the Duke of York, have given pernicious Connſel 
to his Majeſty, and are promoters of Popery, aud Enemies to 
the ling and Kingdom. NS 

Now this Bill was before this thrown out by the Houſe 
of Lords, and therefore there was no raaſon to Vote the 


Miniſters. Enemies to the King and Kingdom for doing 


that which was approved by two of the three Eſtates in. 


Parliament, 


Bur they ought not to have appealed to the People 


againlt their - own Repreſentatives. ( Why not 2) The un- 
fortunate Reigns of Henry II. Edward I: Richard I. and 
Henry VI.. ought to ſerve as Land-marks to warn ſucceeding 


Kings ; from preferring ſecret Councils ts the wiſdom of their - 


Parliaments.. 


And ſo ought the Example of: his Majcfties- Father to 


warn both his Majeſty. and the whole Nation- how they 
ſuffer the Miniſters of State ro be tredd2n under foot by 
Factious men; and the Prerogatives ofthe Crown to be 
{wallowed up, by- pretended Priviledges of - Parliament. 


tor-all theſe things have once already. made way for the. 


Ruine of the Monarchy ; as that did for. the enſlaving of 
the People. | | | : 

The nextthing my Author falls upon 4s the buſineſs of 
the Revenue, bur here I cannot imagine what he would 
have, he makesa-long Harangue againſt Alienation of the 
| Revenues of the Crown, and about the reaſonableneſs of 


Reſumptions of. thoſe that had been alienated... And 


tells us, No Country» did ever believe” the: Prince, . how 
abſolute ſoever. in other: things, had. power to ſell or give 
away the Revenue of the Kingdom, and l:ave his Succeſſor a 
, ; Beegar, 


Pag.18. 


Pag.1 94 
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" Beggar. That the haughty French Monarch, as much power 
as he pretends to, is not aſhamed to own that he wanted power 
to make ſuch Alienatians, and that Kings had that happy ina- 
bility that they could do nothing contrary to the Laws of their 
Country. - X Ro 

This and much more my Author hath upon this occa- 
ſion learnedly, but very impertinently, written about theſe 
rwo Votes, believing his Reader could not diſtinguiſh be- 
twixtan Alienation and an Anticipation. 

Burt the beſt yay to have this clearly underſtood is to 
inſert the Votes of the Commons, which. are as fol- 

 loweth: L | | hy 
| Therewers FBeſolved, That whoſoever ſhall hereafter lend, or cauſe 

—_—_ to be lent, by way of Advance, any monty upon the Bran- 

ure paſſed in ches of the Kings Revenue, ariſing by Cuſtoms, Exciſe, or 

626 concert- FJ-1rth.money, ſhall be adjudged to hindgr the fitting of 
ng Tonnage , : 

and Poundage, Parliaments, and ſhall be reſponſible for the ſame in Par- 

Nalſons Pre> [iament. | 

os Snag Reſolved, T hat whoſoever ſhall accept or buy any Tally of 

fag. 60. Anticipation upon any” part of the Kings Revenue ( or whoſc- 

ever ſhall pay ſuch Tally hereafter to be ſtruck, ſhall be ad: 
judged to hinder the fitting of Parliaments, and ſhall "be re- 

ſponſable therefore in Parliament. | 
Now what Advancing money upon the Revenues, and 
accepting Tallys of Anticipation have to do with Aliena- 
tion of it I cannot deviſe. For certAinly it is one thing to 
advance a Fine, and take a Farm ſo much the cheaper for 
three, four, or ſeven years, and another thing to purchaſe 
the ſame to a man and his Heirs forever. ' And it is one 
thing to receive an Order to take ſuch a Sum of Money 
bof the Tenant out of the next half years Rent, and. a 
quite other thing to purchaſe the Feeſimple of an Eſtate, 

which is an Alienation. WAL 

Pag.r9. The Revenues of the Crown of England are in their own 
uature appropriated to Publick Service, and therefore cannot 
without 
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without injuſtice be diverted or Anticipated, May not an 


Anticipation be as well imployed upon the Publick Service 
as a growing Revenue when it is become due 2 Docs Anti- 
cipation ſignifie miſpending or diverting from a Publick to 
a private uſe? Is it impoſſible the Publick ſhould ar any 


time need a greater Sum of money than the Revenue will | 


afford, and may nor a Prince in ſuch a caſe Anticipate, 
and afterward get it up again by his good Husbandry > 
No, for 

Either the Publick Revenue 1s ſufficient to anſwer the ne- 
ceſſary occaſions of the Government, and then there is no colour 
for Anticipations, or elſe by ſome extraordinary Accident the 
King is reduced to want an extraordinary ſupply, and then he 
ought to reſort to his Parliament. 

Well, but ſuppoſe ( as it may happen) the neceſſity is 
ſo urgent, thar it cannor be pur off cill a Parliament can be 
called, and meet, and raiſe money. Or if you pleaſe, 
ſuppoſe a Parliament dare not truſt tlie King with money, 
or, which is all one, will pretend ſo. ' Or will not ſupply 
him unleſshe will paſs an ACt that they ſhall fir as long as 
they pleaſe ; or unleſs he will let them turn out what Mi- 
niſters of State, Juſtices of the Peace, &c, they think fir, 
and put in others as they pleafte. May not a Princerelieve 
himſelf in theſe caſes by an Advance or Anticipation, but 
muſt ſubmit abſolutely to the Commons ? I hope he will not 
ſay theſe are impoſlible accidents. 

Our Anceſtors did wiſely provide that the King and his 
People fhould have frequent need of one another, and by ha- 
ving frequent opportunities of mutually relieving one anothers 
wants, be ſure ever to preſerve a dutiful affeftion in the Sub- 
jet, anda Fatherly tenderneſs in the Prince. When the King 
had occaſion for the liberality of his People he would be well 
inclined to hear and redreſs their Grievances, and when they 
wanted eaſe from oppreſſions, they would not fail with alacrity 
to ſupply the occaſions of the Crown, - _ 
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. All this is certainly true, and was the Yery reaſon why 
the two firſt Parliaments of his Majeſties Reign, of whole 
Loyalty and hearty affeions to the Crown no man ever 
doubted, ſerled part of the Revenue on his Majeſty for his 
Lifeonly, that his Succeſſor might be obliged by a regranr 
of it. And the whole which they gave tothis King was 
but equal to theconſtant and regular Expences of the Go- 
vernment, as they deſigned it, tho it is faid it falls ſhort of 
that too, 

Now, might things be thus carried, as my Author tells 
us, they were deſigned to be,  Erg/and would certainly 
be the happieſt Nation in the World, The King would be 
as rich as his People could make him, and the People as 
happy as a tender and good King could make them. But 
alas! there is ſprung up a new Generation of men who 
have taken ſuch an Averſion for Monarchy, and the juſt 
Prerogatives of the Crown, that till rhefe Grievances ( the * 
y_ Grievances that ever can betide a free-born people ) 

c totally taken away, they can find no guſt in the re- 
moval of all thofe other petty Grievances, of which 
our Anceſtors complained Grote, and as often found 
redrels. 

There 1s alſo ariſen a ſort of ſober Proteſtants (as the 
Diſſenters will needs be called ) who can neither agree one 
with another, nor with the Religion that is Eſtabliſhed, ani 
to them ir is an intolerable Grievance to ſee Epiſcopicy, 
a Liturgy, and a few innocent Ceremonies, which they 
call Popery, eſtabliſhed in the Church, and rill thelc 
are cxtirpared Root and Branch, and every of their pi- 
ous Whimſies. ſetled ſucceſſively in the place of them, 
or tolerated at once, they, good men ! cannot be at calc 
neither. 

Theſe two have twiſted their intereſts together with a 
third ſort that have no Religion ar all, but have a damna- 


be inclination to the Spoils of the Church, and the —_—_ 
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of the Nation. And they by Popular Arts have wheedled 
and deluded great numbers of the Freemen and Freeholders 
of rhe Nation into a ſtrong belief that Popery \s by our 
Governours deſigned to be ſet up in the Church, and Ar- 
bitrary Government inthe State, things which theſe good 
men hate mightily, as there is good reaſon for it, but are 
very much abuſed by the Intormarion,. and much more by 
being perſuaded, as they have been, that the chuſing dif- 
contented men to be their Repreſentatives in the Houſe of 
Commons was the only way to prevent theſe two dreadful 
things from falling upon them. | 

Theſe men however haye ſometimes got to be the major 
part of that Houſe, and the Conſequence hath ever been 
that the King could get no Supplies, be his neceffities' what 
they could be, unleſs he would grant ſuch things as tended 
immediately to the ruine of the Church and Monarchy. 
And it he were a little averſe to it, then.he was preſently 
Libelled to the Nation as a fayourer of Popery, and a de- 
ſigner of Arbitrary Government; but if 1t were not fate 
toattack him, then ( according to the method of the late 
Rebels) the cry was raiſed againſt the Evil Counſellors, 
or the: Corrupt Miniſters, and nothing would do, bur 
the turning them our of their employments as treacherous 
Servants to the Kingdom, for being too fairhful to the 
King. 

And becauſe they can never effect theſe great things by 
other means, they have always turned this excellent Con- 
ſitution againſt. it ſelf, and that ,which was intended to 
endear the King and his People each to others, their mus 
tual want of each others affiſtance, hath been made a 
Steppal to mount the Throne, and pluck down the Mitre. 
So that his Majeſty, who knew how things went in his 
Father's days, was not out when he told the Commons in 
his Speech, March 1, 1661.as followeth: 


K 2 Gentle- 
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Gentlemen, 


I need not put you in mind of the miſerable effefts 
which have attended the wants and neceſſities of the 
Crown; I need not tell you that there # a Republick 
Party ſtill in the Kingdom, which have the courage to 
promiſe themſelves another Revolution ; and methinks 
T ſhould as little need to tell you, that the only way with 
Gods bleſſing to diſappoint their hopes and deſires, and 
indeed to reduce them from thoſe extravagant hopes and 
defires is, to let them ſee that you have ſo provided for 
the Crown, that it hath wherewithal to ſupport it ſelf, 
and to ſecure you, which Tam ſure is all 1 deſire, aud 
defire only for your preſervation. Therefore I do con- 
Jure you, by all the profeſſions of affeftion you have 
made to me, by all the kindneſs I know you have for me, 
after all your deliberations, betake your ſelves to ſome 
ſpeedy reſolutions, and ſettle ſuch a real and ſubſtantial 
Revenue upon me , as may bold ſome propertion with 
the neceſſary Expences I am at for the Peace, and Be- 
nefit, and Henour of the Kingdom, that they who look 
for troubles at home may deſpair of their wiſhes, aud that 
our Neighbours abroad, by ſeeing that all is well at 
home, may have that eſteem and value of Us as may ſe- 
cure the Intereſt and Honour of the Nation, and make 
the happineſs of this Kingdom, and ef this CIT Y, once 
more the Admiration and Envy of the World. . 

—_ | | E This 
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This Parliament underſtood things well, and provided - 


accordingly, ſo that the 'nineteenth of May following, the 
Lord Chancellor, in a Speech made at their Prorogation, 
rold them, They had wiſely, very wiſely provided ſuch a 
conſtant growing Revenue as may with Gods bleſſing preſerve 
the Crown from thoſe ſcandalous wants and neceſſities as have 
heretofore expoſed it and the Kingdom to thoſe diſmal miſe- 
ries, from which they are but even now buoyed up ; for what- 
ſoever other humane cauſes may be aſſigned, according to the 
ſeveral fancies and imaginations of men, of our late miſerable 
diſtraftions, they cannot be ſo. reaſonably imputed to any one 
cauſe, as to the extreme poverty of the Crown : the want of 
power could never have appeared, if it had not been for the 
want of money. 

Bur ſince thar, the riſing greatneſs of our Neighbours 
have mounted the Expences of the Crown above that 
growing Revenue that. was then' fetled, and the Repub- 
lical Party, as his Majefty ſtiles them, promiſe themſelves 
the happineſs of bringing about another Revolution, by 
the ſame means the We was, in his Majeſties days, if it be 
poſſible, but however at his Death. And therefore it the 
Crown thus beſet ſhall at any time make uſe of Anticipa- 
tions to relieve it ſelf ; they only ought ro be reſponſible 
forit, who have, or thall, make it neceſlary : For ſurely no- 
Prince would borrow, when he might have it freely given 
upon reaſonable terms,unleſs he took a pride in counting the 
number of his Creditors. 

And therefore (ſaith my Author ) zt has ever been eſteem- 
ed a Crime in Counſellors, who perſuaded the King to Antici- 
pate his Revenue, and a Crime in thoſe who furniſh'd money 
upon ſuch Anticipations in an extraordinary way, however 
extraordinary. the occafion might be. For this cauſe it was 
that the Parliament in the 35 of Henry VIII. did not only 
diſcharge all thoſe Debts which the King, had contrafled ; but 
Enafted that thoſe Lenders, who had been before paid again 
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FM the King, (hould refund all thoſe Sums into the Exchequer, 


as judging it reaſonable puniſhment to make them forfeit the 
Money they lent, fince they have gone about to introduce ſo 
dangerous a precedent. | | 

Itis bad Logick that raiſeth general Concluſions from 
particular inſtances, and it will appear ſo in this thar 
we have in hand; which, becauſe I cannot ſo well and 
credirably do it my ſelf, I will make appear by tran- 
ſcribing a paſſage our of my Lord Coke, tho it be ſomewhat 
long. | 


Advice concerning new and plauſible Projedts and 
Offers in Parliament. 


<« When any plauſible proje& is made in Parliament to 

« draw the Lords and Commons to aſſent to any Ad, 
« (eſpecially in matters of weight and importance) it 
« both Houſes do give upon the matter projected and pro- 
& miſed their Conſent, it ſhall be moſt neceſſary, they be- 
« ing truſted for the Commonwealth, to have the matter 
« projected and promiſed ( which moved the Houſe to . 
« conſent ) to be eſtabliſhed in the ſame Ac&t leſt rhe bene- 
« fir of the At be taken, and the: matter projetted and 
« promiſed never performed, and ſo the Houſes of Parlia- 
« ment perform not the truſt repoſed in them, as it fell out 
« ( taking one example from many) in the Reign of 
« Henry VIII. On the Kings behalf the Members of both 
« Houſes were informed in Parliament, that no King or 
« Kingdom was fafe but where the King had three Abilities, 
« Firſt, To live of his own, and be able to detend his King- 
« dom upon any ſudden Invaſion, or Infurrection. Se- 
*« condly, To aid his Confederates, otherwiſe they would 
« never aſſiſt him. Thirdly, To reward his well deſerving 
« Servants. Now the Proj & was, that it the Parliament 
« would pive unto him all the Abbies, Priories, Friories, 
- « Nunne- 


(71) 


« Nunneries, and other Monaſteries, that for eyer in time 
« then to come, he would take order that the ſame ſhould 
«« not be converted to private uſe : but firſt, That his Ex- 
« chequer for the purpoſes aforeſaid ſhould be inrich'd. 
« Secondly,the Kingdom ſtrengthened by a continual main- 
« tainance of Forty thouſand well trained Souldiers with 
«$kilful Captains and Commanders. Thirdly, For the 
« bencfit and caſe of the Subje&t, who never afterwards 
« (as was projected ) in any time tocome ſhould be charged 
« with Subſidies, Fifteenths, Loans, or other common 
« aids. Fourthly, Leſt the Honour of the Realm ſhould 
« receive any Diminution of Honour by the diſſolution of 
« the ſaid Monaſteries, there being twenty nine Lords of 
« Parliament of the Abbots and Priors ( that held of the 
« King per Baroniam ) that the King would create a num- 
« ber of Nobles, which we omit. The ſaid Monaſtcries 
« were given to the King by authority of divers Acts of 
« Parliament, but no proviſion ' was therein made for the 
« ſaid Project, or any part thereof, only ad faciendam po- 
- * 9ulum, theſe Poſleſltions were given to the King, his Heirs 
« and Succeſlors todo and uſe therewith his and their own 
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« wills tothe pleaſure of Almighty God,and the honour and 27 7. 8. £244. 


« profit of Almighty-God. this Realm. 

« Now obſerve the Cataſtrophe in the ſame Parliament 
« of 32 Henry VIIIE. when the great and opulent Priory 
« of St. Fohns of Feruſalem was piven to the King, he de- 
« manded and had a Subſidy both. of the Clergy and 
« Laity, and the like he had in 34 Herry VII. and in 
« 37 Henry VIII. he had another Subſidy. And ſince the 
« diffolution of the faid Monaſteries he cxatted divers 
« Loans, and againſt Law received the ſame. 

Now let my Reader judge if it bercaſonable to make 
what the Parliament did in the 25 of ZZenry VIII. a ſtand- 
ing Rule for all ſucceeding times, when it is. morally im- 
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Treaſure and Reyenue as they had given this King within 
leſs than ſeven years, and a Subſidy but -the very year 
before beſides. It we had ſuch Parliaments now, and it 
were poſlible to give the King ſuch Supplies as they did, 
I would freely give my Vote to have the next Lender 
Hanged. 

* The true way to put the King out of a poſſibility of ſup- 
porting the Government, is to let him waſte in one year that 
money which ought to bear the charge of the Government for 
ſeven. 

But, Sir, to put you our of pain for that, this would 
neceſſitate the ſitting of Parliaments, and the yielding to 
whatſoever they could deſire. So this, tho true, was not 
the reaſon of the Vote, but dire&ly contrary to it; but 
the King knows the Conſequence of that too well to need 
any reſtraint in that particular, for he knows as well as 
you ; tharthis is thedire& method to deſtroy not only the 
Credit of the Crown at home and abroad, . but the Monar. 
chy it ſelf. | 

If the King reſolves never to pay the money that he bor- 
rows, what faith will be given to the Royal Promiſes, and 
the honcar of the Nation will ſuffer in that of the Prince, 
And if it be put upon the People to repay it, this would be a 
way to impoſe a neceſſity of giving Taxes without end whether 
they would or no. 

 Omitting the undutifulneſs of theſe ſuppoſitions,. it is 
very remarkable, that the great Anticipations upon the 
Revenue were made in the time of the laſt Dutch War, 
when they who now fo much clamour againſt them were 
Miniſters, and they who now are ſuch, and bear all the 
blame, were not in acapacity to hinder it. Whether they 
had any ſuch intentions as theſc in it, they beſt know, but 
] am ſure -one of them made it out powerfully that there 
was all the reaſon in the world that the Parliament ſhould 
Payoft this debt. Bux, faith my Author, as mercenary as 

: they 
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they were, the Penſioners would never diſcharge the Revenue | 


of theſe Anticipations to the Bankers, Which: is an Ex- 
cellent and convincing Argument thar they ( how much ſo- 
ever they are ſlandercd ) were not ſuch mercenary Penſ*i. 
oners, as the world is now told they were. 

Now, as he tells us, the W. Commons made this 
Vote purely to keep people from being again chouſed the 
ſame way, and in mere pity to the Cries of many Widows 
and Orphans. And truly, it they had taken care to have 
had thoſe that wanted this Caution firſt paid eff, the 
world might have poſſibly thought fo. And then a Decla- 
ration that ſuch ſecurities were void, and that no future Par- 
liament could without breach of Truſt repay that Money which 
was at firſt borrowed only to prevent the fitting of Parliaments, 
might have had a better reception in this Kingdom than the 
two Votes they made without it. As for his quotation 
of 1 R, 3, Cap. 2. againſt Loans, that and all the after 
Statutes is againſt involuntary and forcible taking of 
money. 

But the Commons were very modeſt, and reſtrained their 
Votes to only three branches of the Revenue, all which 
were by ſeveral Ads of Parliament given to his preſent 
Majeſty. 

Sir, I think the laſt Vote is general, and extends to the 
whole Revenue, tho the firſt doth not, but only to thoſe 
three ſmall Branches of Cuſtoms, Excite, and Hearth-mo- 
ney. A modeſt reſtraint indeed. 

The Statute 12 Car. 2. Caps 4» ſays, That the Com- 
mons repoſig Truſt in his Majeſty, for guarding the Seas 
azaiuſt all perſons intending the diſturbance of Trade, and 
the invading of the Realm to that intent do give him Tonnage 
and Poundage, and this is as diretl an appropriation as words 
can make, and therefore as it is a manifeſt wrong to the Subject 
to divert any part thereof to other aſes, ſo for the King to 
Anticipate it, is plainly to diſable himſelf to perform the truſt 
repoſed in him. L Now 
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Now here are ſeveral ill Conſequences from an un- 
doubted true Principle. For it is no wrong to the Subje&t 
to divert a part of it to other uſes if the Seas can be 
guarded, and the Realm ſecured with leſs than the whole, 
ar they have been very well all his Majeſties Reign hi- 
therto. Secondly, An Anticipation may be neceſſary to 
attain the ends of the truſt if Parliaments ſhall ſtill go on 
to retuſe the King extraordinary Supplies upon extraordina- 
ry occaſions. 

The Statute of 12 Car. 2, Cap. 2.3. which did impower the 
King to diſpoſe of the Exciſe did Enaf, that ſuch Contratts 
ſhall be effettual in Law, ſo as they be not for longer time 
than three years. So that here is care taken before their Vote 
that no great Advance or Anticipation ſhall be taken upon 
that Branch. 

The Statute of the 13.and 14. of Can't. Cap. 10. declares 
that the Hearth-money was given that the publick Revenue 
might be proportioned to the Publick Charge, and it is im- 
poſſible that ſhould ever be whilſt it is liable to be preingaged 
and Anticipated. 

Is it ſo 2 Muſt a Prince act to the utmoſt of his power 
with leſs prudence and diſcretion than other men 2 Muſt 
I needs Sell or Morgage my Eſtate for as much as it is 
worth; becauſe I may do it, and no man can hinder 
me ? 

The Parliament took another care in relation to this Branch, 
and made it penal for any one ſo much as to accept of any 
Penſion or Grant for years, or any other Eſtate, or any Sum of 
Money out of the Revenue ariſing by ( Hearth-money ) by 
virtue of that Att, from the King, his Heirs or Succeſſors, 
as my Author takes notice: and now what reaſon was 
there for him to make ſuch a Splutter as he did about Alie- 
nations and leaving the Succeſſor a beggar, when one of 
theſe Branches, the Cuſtoms and half the Exciſe is given 
to his Majeſty only for his life, and ſuch care is _—_ to 
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keep the third unchargeable by the very AC& that gave 
it? If theſe things tend to the vindication either of my 
Author, or the Votes, I have loſt my Reaſon. 

My Author concludes with this ſmart refle&tion on the 
Declaration, This we are ſure of, that if the invielable ob- 
ſervation of theſe Statutes (it ſhould: have been Votes ) 
will reduce his Majeſty to a more helpleſs Condition than the 
meaneſt of his Subjedts, he will ſtill be left in a better Condi- 
tion than the richeſt and greateſt of his Anceſtors, none of 
which were ever matters of ſuch a Revenue. 
| The King complains of the Votes, and the Statutes 
are craftily laid in the way to bear the brunt ; the intention 
of a thing may poflibly never ſucceed, as I hope it never 
will here : But yet the complaint is juſt, if ic apparently 
tended to ſuch an end, tho it never follow. But how his 
Majeſty can be in ye moſt helpleſs. and moſt wealthy con- 
dition at one and the fame time, 2» fat, my Author muſt 
inform us. His Majeſties Expence as well as Revenue is 
above all his Royal Anceſtors, and whatever his Revenue 
is he was not beholden to theſe Voters tor it, who gave him 
nothing but paper and trouble. And of the firſt of theſe 
his Majeſty had ſuch a quantity ; that he is faid to have 
chid his Tailor for not making his Pockets big enough to 
receive it. His Coffers in the mean time were nor ſur- 
charged, nor like to ſurtcit. 

The next thing my Author falls upon is the Vote for 
ſuſpenſion of the Execution of the Penal Laws againſt the 
Diſſenters; which he firſt recites, and then rutifierh, and 
[ will follow him. E 

The Houſe of Commons are in the next place accuſed of a 
very hizh Crime, the aſſuming to themſelves a power of 
ſuſpending Aits of Parliament, becauſe they declared it was 
their Opinion, That the proſecution of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters upon the Penal Laws, is at this time grievous to the 
Subje, a weakning of the Proteſtant Intereſt, an incou- 
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ragement to Popery, and _— to the Peace of the 
| Nation. The Miniſters remembred that not many years ago, 
the whole Nation was juſtly Alarm'd upon the aſſuming an Ar- 
bitrary power of ſuſpending Penal Laws, and therefore they 
thought it would be very popular to accuſe the Commons of ſuch 
an Attempt. SEES 

Did the Miniſters remember how the Nation was 
Alarm'd, and had the Commons forgot it 2 Well, let us 
foilow the Gentleman, and ſee how he will clear his 
Commons from the guilt of this high Crime which he ac- 
knowledgeth was ſo juſtly blamed in the Miniſters. . 

But how they ( the Miniſters ) could poſſibly mifinterpret 
a Vote at that rate, how they could ſay the Commons pretend. 
ed toa power of repealing Laws, when they only declare their 
opinion of the inconveniency of them, will never be under- 
ſtood till the Authors of this are pleaſed to fhew their Cauſes 
and Reaſons in a, ſecond Declaration. 

The charge in the Declaration is that by this Vote, 7hey 
aſſumed to rhemſelves a power of ſuſpending As of Parlia- 
ment, without any regard to the Laws eſtabliſhed. This 
the Author could not deny, nor defend ; and therefore he 
changeth the terms into a power of Repealing Laws, with 
which the Commons were never charged. Now, a power 
of Suſpending and a power of Repealing are vaſtly diffe- 
rent, Every Pardon is a ſuſpenſion of the Execution of the 
Law in relation to the Party pardoned, and fo is eyery 
Diſpenſation ; and when the King put forth the Declarati- 
on for Liberty of Conſcience, there was ng deſign of re- 
pcaling, but only of ſuſpending the Execution of the Penal 
Laws pro tempore; ſo that if the Commons deſigned this 
Vote or Declaration of theirs ſhould have any Mo. 6 effect 
than to ſhew their good will to the Diſſenters, it muſt ex- 
rend tho not to a Repeal, yet to a ſuſpenſion of the Execu- 
tion of the Penal Laws againſt them, which is all the De- 
claration charged the Commons with ; and ſo the Diſſenters 
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underſtood it, and have fince pleaded this Vote in Bar to 
the Execution of thoſe Laws againſt them, tho they ac- 
knowledge they are not Repealed thereby. 

Every impartial man will own that the Commons had rea- 
ſon for this opinion of theirs. 

Suppoſe they had reaſon for it, this will not give thema 
legal Power. The King hath good reaſon to do many 
things which yer if he ſhould'offer at, they would clamour 
againſt him as an Ulurper of an Arbitrary Power; for rea- 
ſon gives no man any Authority to act, except he hath a 
lwhal power to back his reaſon with. There may be 
great reaſon to repeat an ACt of Parliament, and yer if all 
the Judges in Weſtminſter ſhould thereupon declare itto be 
either ſuſpended or repealed, I know what we ſhould hear 
of it quickly. Well, but let us hear their Reaſons. 

They had with great anxiety ebſerved that the preſent 
deſign of the Papiſts was not againſt any one ſort of Prote- 
ftants, but Univerſal, and for extirpating the Reformed Re- 
ligzon. | 

"That this might be the ultimate deſign of the Plor, is 
not much to be þ Aber? bur it was immediately bent only 
againſt the Religion eſtabliſhed, and accordingly there 
were Succeſlors appointed to all the Biitops and dignified 
Clergy, but none to Mr. Baxter, Dr. Owen, and the reſt 
of that Fry that ever TI heard of. So that this reaſon con- 
cludes nor in favour of the Diſſenters, but of the Regular 
Clergy, who as they were in moſt danger ought to 
have been moſt taken care of: Bur this Vote left them in 
the fame danger it found them of being deſtroyed by the 
Papiſts, and ler looſe the Difſenters upon them too, to en- 
creaſe that danger. 

2. They ſaw what advantages theſe Enemies made of our 
Diviſions, and how cunningly they diverted us from perſecus 
ting them by fomenting our Fealouftes of one another, 


Did 
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- Didthey not, Sir, obſerve too how rhe Diſſenters took 
the occaſion of the Plot, and of the general hatred againit 
Popery to ruine the Loyal and ConformableClergy 2 How 
they preſently engroſſed the Title of Proteſtant, and en- 
deayoured to make the Rabble believe that all bur the 
Bobrail Holders-forth and their Followers were Papiſts in 
Maſquerade, Tories, Tantivimen 2 &c. If they did not 
obſerve theſe things, others did. And alſo that all of a 
ſudden all rhe Jeſuits aſſumed the fthapes of Noncon- 
formiſts, and railed ftoutly againſt Biſhops, Ceremonies, 
Humane Impoſitions, and Arbitrary Government. They 
knew there was no poſlibility of eſcaping the vengeance 
of the Church of Erg/and men bur by ſetting the Dilſcnters 
upon them, and they needed no Spur. So this was a good 
Argument to have taught the Ditfenters more modeſty ; 
bur ſince they had not that, it was a ſtrong Argument to 
have ſuppreſs'd them vigorouſly as the only Auxiliaries of 
the Papiſts againſt the Church ; and the great hinderers of 
the proſecution of the Plor. 

3. They ſaw the ſtrength and nearneſs of the King of France, 
and judged of his inclinations by his uſage of his own Prote- 
ſtant Suljedts 

4+ They confidered the number, and the bloudy Principles 
of the Iriſh. And | 

5. That Scotland was already delivered into the hands of 
a Prince, the known head of the Papiſts in theſe Kingdoms, and 
the occaſion of their Plots and Inſolencies, as more than oxe 
Parliament had declared, ( It ſhould have been worded 
thus) as they had declared in more than one Parliament, for 
theſe were the ſame menin ſeveral Parliaments, who made 
theſe ſeveral Declarations. 

Now [I cannot conceive wherein the force of theſe three 
Arguments lics, the French King was powerful, and hated 
Proteſtants, therefore the Church of Eng/and muſt be pre- 
pared for ruine by giving as many as pleaſed a free liberty 


ro 
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to ſeparate from her,and procure her deſtruction. The Iriſh 
Papiſts had ill defigns juſt ripe for execution, therefore the 
Engliſh: Noncontormiſts were to be tolerated that they 
might get ſtrength, and be able to riſe at the ſame time, to 
aſcertain the deſtruction of the Church. 

But the fifth Reaſon is much better + Scotland was in 
the hands of the Duke, How came he by it > What, did 
he invadeit by force and violence againſt his Majeſties Will? 
If he did, then let us make a mighty Combination againſt 
him: But if it were delivered to him by the proper Owner, 
who may govern it by whom he pleaſe, what occaſion is 
there for the Diſlenters ſervice here? 

6. They could not but take notice into what hands the moſt 
conſiderable Truſts both Civil and Military were put. 

7. And that notwithſtanding all Addreſſes,and all Proclama- 
tions, for a ſirift execution of the Penal Laws againſt 
Papiſts, yet their Fattion ſo far prevailed that they were 
eluded, and only the Diſſenting Proteſtants ſmarted under the 
rage of them. 

That they took very good notice who were imployed 
in Civil and Military Truſts appears by the Addreſs of 
December-21. 1680. not many days before this Vote, 
where they tell the King, 7hat ſeveral Deputy Lieutenants 
and Fuſtices of the Peace, fitly qualified for thoſe imployments,. 
have been of late diſplaced, and others put in their room, who 
are men of Arbitrary Prir-:iples, and Countenancers of Papiſts 
and Popery. Theſethey would have had turned out, and 
others put in ; whoare men of /rtegrity and known affettion 
to the Proteſtant Religion ; and may be morcover men of 
Ability, of Eftates and Intereſt in their Country. His Ma- 
jeſty knew what they meant, but did not think fit to 
change his choice ; and the truth is they gave him no great 
encouragement by their own carriage to haye any more to. 
do with theſe able, wealthy, popular men. 


And 
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| And therefore it ſeems this was one reaſon that moved 
them to Vote the Proteſtant Diſſenters free from Penal 


Laws, either to keep them out of the hands of theſe 


evil Truſtees both Civil and Military; or elſe to make a 
Parry out of them not only againſt rhe Duke of Tork, bur 
alſo againſt theſe Countenancers of Papiſts and Popery ; 
that 1s, againſt his Majeſties Officers both Civil and 
Military, As if becauſe the French King, notwithſtand- 
ing his great Power and Averſion to the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, could not hurt che Church of England, therefore the 
Diſſenters were to be careſſed and cheriſhed, that they in 
a ſmall time might be in a capacity to do it. And now if 
theſe were not good reaſons for the Vote, let any impar- 
tial man ( that is, any but a Church of Exgland man ) 
judge. 

| j the midſt of ſuch Circumſtances was there not cauſe to 
think an Union of all Proteſtants neceſſary, and could they 
have any juſt grounds to believe that the Diſſenters whilſt they 
lay under the preſſures of ſevere Laws, ſhould with ſuch Ala- 
crity and Courage as was requiſite, undertake the defence of a 
Country where they were ſo ill treated» 

Whether this queſtion relates to the French King and the 
Papiſts, or the Duke and the Civil and Military Officers 
may be a queſtion, and therefore it muſt be fo anſwered. 
As to the firſt, there was all the reafon in the world that 
they ſhould joyn heartily with, the Government againſt 
the Papiſts and French, for they could not hope to mend 
their condition by falling into their hands, who they knew 
would treat them with other manner of ſeverities than 
thoſe they met with from the Laws 3 it they did nor know 
this, any of the French Proteſtanrs that fl:d over into 
Std might have informed rhem ſufficiently. Now, 


of evils the leaſt is 'to be choſen, and tho their conditi- 
on had not been equal to thcir defires, yet it had been 
2 madneſs to have made it worte by delivering up them- 

ſelves 
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_ and their Country into the hands of the French and 
Papilts. . | 
| Bur if it relates to the Duke, and the Civil and Military 
Officers, then I hope he will excuſe me if I do not think 
it fir to have another Union of Proteſtants of that ſort 
again. 
oY long and ſad Experience had ſhewed, how vain the en- Pag.z 3. 
deavours of former Parliaments had been to force us to be all 
of one * Opinion, and therefore the Houſe of Commons Te- 4 gif thar 
ſolved to take a ſure way to make us all of one AﬀeCtion. the Church of 
diſarmed of all thoſe Laws by which ſhe is guarded ; and would not this _— —— 
Church into nothing elſe bur a Tolerated Se& or Party ? Would ir not take away all appea- 
rance of Eſtabliſhment from ir ? Lord ChanceVors Speech, April 13. 75. Would this Unite us in 
one AﬀeRion ? | 
This was the very reaſon of the Declaration of Liberty 
of Conſcience : But how unlike rhat courſe was to prevail, 
the Nation had ſufficient experience in a few years, And, 
'Sir, I can aſſure you, it is above the power of a Houle of 
Commons to unite- thoſe men in Afﬀection, who differ not 
only in Opinion, bur Practice too, in matters of Re- 
ligion, 
yn theſe reaſons my Author ſaith this Vote was made 
in order to a repeal of them by a Bill to be brought in, and 
preſently he growsPettiſh, and tells us, None but a French. Pag-24. 
man could have the confidence to declaim againſt a proceeding © 
ſo regular and Parliamentary as this. 
Your humble Servant Sir, I pray be a little pacified, 
you may poſlibly be miſtaken as well as another man, bur 
would, believe, take ir a little-unkindly to be called Mon- 
ſieur preſently. The very firſt Vote they made that day 
was this: Reſolved, T hat whoſoever adviſed his Majeſty to 
Proregue this Parliament ,to any other purpoſe than in order to 
the paſſing of a Bill for the Exclufien of James Duke of Y ork, 
is a betrayer of the King, the Proteltant Religion, and of the 


Kingdom of England; a promoter of the French intereſt, 
M and 
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and a Penfioner to France. So they knew they; were to be 
Prorogued that very day, and as the Story goes, made 


.more than ordinary haſte to paſs theſe Vores. Now, it 


was impoſſible that a Bill ſhould be brought in, much leſs 
paſſed in that Seſſion which was to end before night, and 


therefore this was not, nor could not be the cauſe of that 


Vote, and all your lirtle Queries, founded upon this ſuppo- 
{ition, are ſijly and impertinent. 

There was not the leaſt direficy or ſignification to the 
Fudges which might give any occaſion for the reflettion which 
foliows in the Declaration. The due and impartial execution 
of the Laws,'s the unqueſtionable duty of the Fudges, and we 
hope they wil always remember that duty ſo well, as not to 
neceſſitate a Houſe of Commons to do theirs, by calling them 
to account fir making private inſtruttions the, Rule -of their 
judgments, and ating as men who have more regard to their 
Places than their Oaths. 7 To: 

So the Diſſenters may ſee they are miſtaken when they 
think the Judges or Juſtices may forbear executing the 
Lawsagainſt themupon the ſcore of this Vote. 

But tho the Judges are ſworn to execute all Laws, yet there 
is no obligation upon any man to inform againſt another. 

No Sir, Is not every Grand-Jury man, every Conſtable, 
and Churchwarden ſworn to Preſent the breakers of our 
Laws as wellas the Judges are to punith them 2 And as for 
the next Conundrams of yours, the comparing a parcel of 
Laws made within' twenty years, to thoſe Antiquated 
ones about Caps, and Bows and Arrows, and killing of 
Lambs and Calves, and your buſineſs of Empſon and 
Dudley, they are ſuch ſtuff as a man of half your under: 
ſtanding would have been aſhamed to have menſioned in a 
good caule. | 

In the next place my Author acquaints us what are the 
cauſes uſually of diſuſing Laws, alterations of the Cir- 
cumſtances whereupon a Law was made or if it be __ 

the 
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the genious of a People, pr have effects contrary to the 
intents of-the Maker, none of which can be faid in this 
caſe. - Nor is that true which follows, that the quier, 
ſafety, or trade of our Nation hath been promoted by the 
not executing of theſe Laws, as any man may know that 
can remember but ten years backward. And therefore 
notwithſtanding the Vote of the Commons, the F udges may 
act wiſely and honeſtly if they ſhould encourage Informers, or 
quicken Furies byſtritt and ſevere Charges, For the due and 
zmpartial execution of the Laws is the unqueſtionable duty 
of the Fudges, according to my Author, and therefore I will 
hope they {hall not be accounted Knaves or Fools for doing 
their unqueſtionable duty. | 

- But: then my Author hath another quarrel with the 
Miniſters, and that was for numbring this Vote amongſt 
the cauſes of the Diſſolution of that Parliament when the 
Black Rod was.at the door of the Houſe, to require them 
to attend his Majeſty at the very time when it was 
made. 

Well, ſuppoſe we ſhould grant that this was not one of 
thoſe Vores that occaſioned the Prerogation, it not being 
then made when that was reiolved on, yet it might occa- 
ſion their Diſſolution, which hapned ſome time atter. 
And was not this an excellent time to make Votes for 
che bringing in of Bills tor the Repeal of Laws when the 


Black Rod was at the door to call the Houſe to a Pro-- 


rogation ? - 

. After a little anger againſt the Miniſters for arraigning 
one of the Three Eſtates, in the face of. the World, for 
uſurping power 'over rhe Laws, imprifoning. their' teliow 
Subjeds, Arbitrarily expoſing the Kingdom to the greateſt 
dangers, and-indeavouring to deprive the King of all poſſi- 
bility of ſupporting the Government, ( the man hath tor- 


got how often he hath arraigned rhe Long Loyal Par- Pag.11,20. 


liament for a parcel of Mercenary Penſioners) he in the 
M 2 next 
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next place falls foul upon the Clergy for publiſhing this 
Declaration like an Excommunication-in all Churches, | 

But if they (the Miniſters Y erred in 1he-things th 

judged rightly in the choice of the perſons who were to ya 
liſh it. Blind Obedience was requiſite, where ſuch unju- 
flifiable things were impoſed, and that could be no where ſo in- 
tire as amongſt thoſe Clergy-men whoſe preferment depended 
#po0n #t. 

A, without doubt, ten thouſand Clergy-men did ex- 
pett to be preferred preſently tor this piece of blind Obe- 
dience. Yer he is at it again in the next page, a Set of 
Presbyterian Clergy would not have been fo tame. Well, 
but this would not have done tho, f the Paper, which was 
to be read in the Desk, had not been ſo ſuitable to the Doftrine 
which ſome of them had often declared in the Pulpit. Then 
it did not go againſt their Conſciences. 

It did not become them to inquire whether they had ſufficient 
Authority for what they did, fince the Printer calls it the 
Kings Declaration. | 

No ; Where, or of whom ſhould they have enquired ? 
And it being Printed by the Kings Printer, with his Maje- 
ſtiesRoyal Arms before it, and ſent them by their Ordi- 
naries the Biſhops, they had no reaſon to queſtion whether 
it were the Kings or no. And there was as little reaſon 
that the han orb ena themſelves, Whether they might 
not one day be called to an account for publiſhing it, They 
had reaſon to truſt that his Majeſty, who commanded 
them to do it, would prote& them in their blind Obedi- 
ence. And as for his —_— whether what his Maje- 
fty ſragly Ordered when he ſate in Council, and came forth 
without the Stamp of the Great Seal, gave them a ſufficient 
warrant to read it publickly. Theſe things never entered 
into their heads. OA 

Well, but Sir, tho thoſe ſame Clergy-men, driven on by 
Ambition, might aft in this without fear or ſhame, . and think 
: | as 
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as little of a Parliament, as the Court Favourites, who took | 
care to difſolve that at Oxford, before they durſt tell us the Þ 
faults of that.at Weſtminſter. 'Tho it might be ſoas you | 


ſay, yet the Shoal of Addrefſors that came into thank his 
Majeſty for that Declaration, they had more light ; and, 
Sir, if you be reſolved ro call all theſe Miniſters, alLtheſe 
Clergy-men, all theſe Addrefſors to an account in the 
next Parliament, pray for cold weather, and long days,and 
another Parliament, that may fit for ever if it pleaſe, or 
you may happen to want time to go through with ſo pious: 
and good awork. - 

- Bur Sir, tho the Miniſters durſt not diſcover the faults. 
of the Weſtminſter Parliament till they had taken care to 
diſſolve that Oxford, his Majeſty in his Speech there, did. 
Which he began thus: _ 


The unwarrantable proceedings of the laſh | Tie 8racious Tpeach thier 


0 Co ons were the occalion of my Cclaration that followed, are 
Houſe f pang | ft f J ſo much of a picee that we 


parting with the laſt Parliament : For 1, who may juſtly conclude the fame 


; rſons ro h Aw- 
will never uſe Arbitrary Government my ſelf, [wg rg, gre 


am reſolved not to ſuffer it in others. I am "t- bk 
unwilling to mention particulars, becauſe I am deſirous | 
to forget faults, &c: 


So that you may ſeeif you pleaſe that the Oxford Parlia- 
ment was told in general the faults of that which preceded 
in order to their avoiding them, if they could have made 
that good uſe of his Majeſties Advice, which will render | 
them hie leſs excuſable to all the world. | 

So now we come t0 that Parliament at Oxford, which ſaith' pag, +. | 
the Declaration was- aſſembled as ſoon as that was diſſolved; © 
and ( faith my Author ) might have added, Diſſolved. as 
ſoon as Aſſembled, the Miniſters having imployed the People 
forty days-in chafing Knights and Bargeſſs to 4 ſent home in 


Kebt. 
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_ 
Right, with 4: Declaration after- them, as if they hag. been 
called together only to be affronted. 4. 
As to the People, if their Knights and” Burpeſſes came 
back ſooner than they expected, they had reaſon to thank 
themſelves, who had twice before tent up the ſame men; 
and as you obſerved betore, the people do net change ſud- 
denly, ſo neither doth the” Courr, but doth as certainly, 
ſend back a Parliament, that will not be governed, as:the 
People ſend them. And the People were overjoyed too, 
ta ſee them again, for when they went out they had told 
them, they never expected to come back again. So that 
ſo ſpecdy and ſafe a rerurn-was as welcome to them that 
ſent them, as could be imagined. | 
As for the Knights and Burgefles themſelves they had 
fair warning given them by his Majeſty before-hand, and 
if they would affront either Him, or the Upper Houle, 


| they did it at” their apperil; and. it was well they ſcaped 


ſo well, as to be fent home :with-a Declaration. after 


them. 


My Author acknewledgeth that his Majeſty failed not to 
give good Advice unto them, who were called together to Ad- 
viſe him, And ſo many; I'might ſay, all our tormer 
Princes have done before his. Majeſty; and commanded 
them too, not to meddle with fuch and ſuch things ; yea, 
and puniſhed private Members ſometimes for doing other- 
wiſe. The Lord Keeper in the 35 year of Queen EZlizabeths 
Reign ſpoke thus to the Commons, | 

« It is her Majeſties pleaſure, the time be not- ſpent in 
« deviſing and enacting new Laws, the number of which 
* arc ſo great already, that it rather burthenerh rhan caſeth 
« theSubject, Sc. WY 

« And whereas heretofore it hath been uſcd that many 
* havedclighted themſelves in long -Orations, full of Ver- 
* boſity and vain Oſtentations, more than in ſpeaking 


« things of ſubſtance, the time that is precious would not 
66 be 


(8>) 
« bethus{ſpent.. And inthe ſame Parliament, the Lord 
| Keeper upon the uſual demands by the New Speaker, faid 
thus: | 

«To your three demands the Queen anſwereth, Liberty 
«* of Speech is granted you, &c. but you muſt know what 
« priviledge you have, not to ſpeak every one what he 
« liſtech, or what cometh in- his brain to utter, but your 
« priviledge is to ſay Yea,or No.Wheretfore Mr.Speaker,her 
«+ Majeſtics pleaſure is, that if you perceive any Idle Heads, 
« which will not ſtick. to hazard their own Eſtates, which 
«* will meddle with Reforming of rhe Church, and trani- 
« forming of the. Commonwealth ; and do exhibit ' any 
« Bills ro that purpoſe; that you receive them not, until 
« they be viewed and conſidered of by thoſe whom it 1s 
« fitter ſhould conſider of ſuchthings, and can better judge 
« of them. > 

- © To your perſons all priviledge is granted, with this 
«* Caveat, that under colour of-this Priviledge, no mans 
* j1| doings, or not -performing of Duties, be covered and 
« protected:- -: :: | 

« The laſt free Acceſs, is alſo granted to her Majeſties 
« Perſon, ſo that it be upon urgent and weighty cauſes, 
«and at times convenient, and when her - Majeſty may 
« be at leiſure from other important cauſes of the 
« Realm. 

Now, let what his Majeſty ſaid at Oxford be compared. 
with this, and let any man tell me whether rhe Parliament 
delerved any commendation from my Author, for their 
having ſo much- reſpect to the King, as not particularly to 
complain of the great invaſion that was made upon their Li- 
berty of Propoſing and Debating Laws, by his telling them 
beforg-hand what things they ſhould meddle with, and what 
things no reaſon they could offer ſhould perſuade him to conſent 


anto, 
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In that very Parliament I have mentioned, Mr. Petar 
Wentworth and $:r Henry Bromley delivered a Petition 
unto the Lord Keeper, therein defiring the Lords of the Upper 
Houſe to be ſuppliants with them of the Lower Flouſe unto 
her Majeſty, for entailing the Succeſſion to the Crown ; whereof 
a Bill was already drawn. | 

: Her Majeſty was highly diſpleaſed therewith, after ſþ 
knew it, as amaiter contrary to her former ſtreight Command- 
ment, and charged the Council to call the Parties before them. 
Sir Thomas Henage preſently ſent for them, and after ſpeech 
with them, commanded them to forbear coming to the Parlia- 
ment, and not to go out from their Lodgings, 

The next day, being Sunday, Mr. Peter Wentworth was 
ſent priſoner to the Tower ; Sir Henry Bromley, ove Mr.Ri- 
chard Stephens,and Mr.Welch, the other Knight for Worce- 
ſterſhire,were ſent to the Fleet. And Sir Walter Rauleigh tells 
us, Wentworth died in the Tower, tho this Motion was bur 
ſuppoſed dangerous to the Queens Eſtate. 

Yet here was no expreſs Command againſt it, but only 
a general Command which I have recited ; neither doth it 
appear that any diſheriſon of any right Heir to the Crown 
was intended. And inthis very Parliament one Mr, Morry, 
Attourney of the Court of Wards, bringing in a Bill againſt 
the abuſes of the Biſhops, as he pretended, i» Lawleſs 1y- 
qui{itions, injurious Subſcriptions, and binding Abſolution ; 
he was the next day ſent for to Court, and committed unto 
Sir John Forteſcucs keeping. And upon both theſe the Queen 
ſent this Meſſage to the Houſe by their Speaker, 

« It is in mc, and my power, to «call Parliaments, and 
« jt is in my power to end and determine the fame; ir 
© jSin my power to AſlenrorDiſlent to any thing done in 
« Parijamcnr. 


The Calling of t\ . ment was only that the Majeſty 
of God might b* #37 168: oufly ſerved, and thoſe that 
wegleled' tt +... ++. 4 be cempelled by ſome (harper 


means 
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meanst0 a more due Obedience, and a more true ſervice of and accord- 
God than there hath been hitherto uſed, And further, that ingly inthis 


the ſafety of her Majeſties Perſon and of this Realm might be 
Ly all means provided for againſt our great Enemies, the Pope 
and the King of Spain. 


Seſſion of Par- 
liament was 
the ſharp Sta- 
tute made 
againſt the 
Difſenters, 


which was defigned to haye been repealed, when the Bill of Repeal was loſt In the Houſe 


of Lords, . 


Her Majeſties moſt excellent pleaſure being then delivered 
unto us by the Lord Keeper, it was not meant we ſhould med. 
dle with Matters of State, or in Cauſes Fcelefraſtical ; ( for 
ſo her Majeſty termed them ) ſhe wondered that any would be of 
ſo high Commandment to attempt (1 uſe her own words) a 
thing contrary to that which ſhe had ſo expreſly forbidden, 
wherefore with this ſhe was highly diſpleaſed. 

And in all her Reign atter durſt no man atrempt to med- 
dle with either of theſe things. Now I have taken rhe 
Pais to tranſcribe all this our of the tranſactions of her 
Reign rather than of any other, becauſe ſhe was never 
accuſed of affeting Arbitrary Government, or Popery, 
but was beloved (ot all her Subjects whilſt ſhe lived, and 
her Memory is, and ever will be had in honour by 
all Engliſh men, and ſhe ought to be a pattern for all her 
Succeſlors. | 

And now let us hear our modeſt Vindicator. But every 
man muſt be moved to hear it chargea upon them as an an- 
pardonable diſobedience, that they did not obſequiouſly ſubmit 
to that irregular command of not touching on the buſineſs of the 
Succeſſicn. Shall two or three unknown Minioas take upon 
them, like the Lords of the Articles of Scotland to preſcribe 
unto an Fugliſh Parliament what things they ſhall treat 
of > Do they intend to have Parliaments, inter inſtrumenta 
ſervitutis, as the Romans had Kings in our Conntry? This 
would quickly be if what was then attempted had ſucceeded, 
and ſhould be ſo purſued hereafter, that Parliaments PR 
e 
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be direfted what they are to meddle with, and threatned if 
they do any other thing : For the loſs of Liberty of freedom 
of Debate in Parliament, will ſoon and certainly be followed by 
a general loſs of Liberty. 

This is the right temper and Spirit of a good Common- 
wealth man, thus did your Fathers talk in the days of his 
Majeſties Father, till Priviledge of Parliament had eat up 
all the Prerogatives of the Crown, and the Liberties of the 
Subjets, and delivered us over to ſlavery, poverty, and 
contuſion, ſo that the Tyrannical, Arbitrary, bloudy Gc- 
vernment of Oliver Cremwel was thought a bleſſing to the 
Nation, in compariſon of theſe Parliamentary Inſtruments 
of ſlavery, anc! their Legions, which I hope this Generation 
will fo well remember as never to ſct it up, or ſuffer it ro be 
ſer up more in my days. 

My Author having told us in the next place, That 7he 
King ought to diveſt himſelf of all private inclinations, and 
force his own affections to yield unto the Publick Concernments, 
and therefore his Parliaments ought to inform him impartially 
of that which tends to the good of thoſe they repreſent, with- 
out regard of perſonal paſſions, and might worthily be blamed 
if they did not believe that he would forgo them all for the 
ſafety of his People; Concludes, That therefore if in it 
ſelf it was lawful to propoſe a Bill for Excluding the Duke 
of York from the Crown, the doing it after ſach an un- 
warrantalle ſignificatioa of his pleaſure would not make it 
otherwiſe. 

To which I reply, that Parliaments as Subjects are 
more bound to comply with the natural and reafonable 
Aﬀections and Paſſions of their Princes, than Princes arc 
in the ſame Circumſtances with thoſe of their Subjects. 
And thart in this caſe his Majeſties own Perſonal fatety and 
intereſt was wrapt up in that of his Brother; tor it he 
might be Excluded, another might be Depoſed on the ſame 
pretence, as Coleman ſaid truly enough. And tho it 

ſhould 
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ſhould be granted that Parliaments ought to inform 
Princes, yet it is certain, they ought not to force them ; 
they had informed the King in the two former Parliaments 
what they thought of this Afﬀair, and his Majeſty had re- 
zected their Advice, and in the beginning of this Parlia- 
mentat Oxford had told them, That what he had formerly,and 
ſo often declared touching the Succeſſion he could not depart 
from. And atterall this tor them to enter again upon it in 
the very firſt place, looked like an intended force: And 
then tho the thing werelawtul in itſelf, it may be thought 
unrcaſonabie thus to purſue it; and Queen Elizabeth 
would have made them have felt the Effects of her rcſent- 
ment tor preſuming to be of ſo high Commandment, if the 
had been in his Majeſties place. 

In the next place we are told his Majeſties unuſual ſtiffneſs 
upon this occaſion, begins to be ſuſpefted not to proceed from 
fondneſs to his Brother, much leſs from any thoughts of 
danger to the Engliſh Menarchy, by ſuch a Law, but from 
the influence of ſome few ill men upon his Royal mind,G&c. 

Now let all the World judge berwixt the King and this 
Party ; they grant the King has been heretofore compliant 
enough to their defires ; and then in the rudelt Language 


char ſpight and ſcorn coulddiCtate, conclude, againſt ſenſe | 


and rcaton, that it was not fondneſs to his Brother, nor 
kindneſs to the Monarchy, bur the ill influence of a few 
men that had thus diſpoſed him. A likely thing, that he 
which could give up a Brother, ang be fo unconcerned 
for his Crown, ſhould be ſo ſtupid rather than ſtift as 
to venture all for a few ill men. Creatures to tle Duke, 
and Penſioners to France, wicked Wretches who have infefted 
him with the fatal Notion, that the Intereſts of his People 
are not ouly diſtin, but oppoſite to his, No words I can 
writc are ſharp enough to reprove this Miſcreant,that thus 
rails againſt his and my Sovereign the Lords Anoiated,and 


therefore to God Almighty TI leave it. 
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He tells us in the next place, his Majskty- doth not ſeem to 


doubt of his Power in Conjunition with his Parliament to 
Exclude his Brother. He very well knows this Power hath 
been often Exerted in the time of his Predeceſſors. 

Yes, doubtleſs his Majeſty hath read the Engliſh Story, 
and* obſerved at the ſame rime, that more Princes have 
been depoſed by Prerended power of Parliament than Ex- 
cluded ; and he very well knows that it he ſhall yield that 
an Aryument drawn from Example is valid, he will then 
ſtand up9: ſlippery ground. He allo knows that the right 
Heir was never pur by but a good plenty of Mitcries, 
Wars, and Calamitics followed upon it ; and he is able to 
foreſee, that if the fame ſhould happen again, the French 
King may caſily poſſeſs himſelt of theſe miſerable King- 
doms, and therefore it is fairly probable love to his People 
as well as his Brother hath kept him from conſenting. 

The reaſons he ſaith that his Majeſty hath alledged are 
becauſe it concerned him ſo near in Honour, Fuſtice, and Con- 
ſcience, not to do it. 

And are not theſe three powerful Arguments 2 But my 
Author can ridicule them, and turn them all againſt the 
King. 77 is not ( faith he) honourable for a Prince to b& true 
and faithful to his Word and Oath 2 To keep and maintain 
the Religion and Laws Eſtabliſhed 2 Yes,who doth queſtion 
ir, bur all rhis, and all that he hath ſaid beſides, may be 
done without Excluding his Brother, who would have 
juſt as much right ( ſuppoſing the King dies without law- 
tul Iſſue) to the Reverſion, as his Majeſty hath to the pre- 
ſent Poſſeſſion. And can his Majeſty wrong him of that 
Right without a- blemiſh to his Honour, Juſtice, and Con- 
ſcience 2 Who will ever after dare to relic upon his Majeſty 
if they once ſee him deſert his own Brother ? 

But that which follows is amazing. All Obligations of 
Flonour, Juſtice,and Conſcience, are comprehended in a grateful 
return of ſuch benefits as have been received, can his Majeſty 

believe 
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believe that he doth duly repay unto his Proteſtant Subjefts, 
the kindneſs they ſhewed him, when they recalled him from a 
miſerable helpleſs Baniſhment,and with ſo much dutiful affetti- 
on placed him in the Throne, enlarged his Revenue above what 
any of his Predeceſſors had enjoyed, and gave him vaſter Sums 
of Money in twenty years, than had been beſtowed upon all the 
Kings ſmce William the Firſt 2 Should he after all this deliver 
them up to be ruined by his Brother 2 

It ſhould have been, Should he after all this deliver them 
up to be ruined by the Ditſſenters: and the Faction rhac 
Murthered his Father, drew up an Oath of Abjuration of 
the whole Family of the Stzuarts, hanged, plundercd, 
murthered, ſequeſtred, and deſtroyed ſo many of his 
Loyal Nobility, Gerttry, and Clergy ? Sir, I am nor fo ill 
bred as to Catechiſe my Sovereign, but I thingI may with- 
out oftenceask the Whigs a few ſmall queſtions. Have you 
the impudence atter all the Villanies you have done, to 
Ulurp the Loyalty that you never were guilty of > Was it 


notenough to baniſh your Sovereign, and keep 
him twelve years in that milerable helpleſs con- 
dition, but you muſt reproach him too with it? 
Did he not pardon you when you had foricited 
your Lives and ail you had to his Juſtice by- all 
the Laws of God and man? Muſt he once more 
pur himſelf into your power that he may try 
whether you will uſe himas you did his Father? 
Have you not repined at his Reſtitution, en- 
deavoured to Banith him the ſecond time by ail 
the Arts imaginable 2 ' Have you not murmur'd 
at all that has been given him? Slandered that 
Parliament that gave it whilſt ir fate, and fince 
it was diſſolved, laboured to repreſent it to the 
Nation as the worſt Parliament that cver fate? 
Have not you, Sir, called them Danby's Pen- 
ſioners, Mercenary Penſioners 2 &c. And can 


The Lord Cliancellor told 
the Parliament May 19.1662. 
that they had well provided 
for the Croiwa by the Bill of 
the Militia, and the AR for 
the Additional Revenue, to 
their high Commendations. 
How frowaid and indiſpo- 
ſed ſoever many are at pre- 
ſent, who finding ſuch ob- 
ſtructions laid in their way 
to Mutiny and Sedition,/ uſe 
all the Arrifice they can to 
periuade the People that you 
have not been folicirous 
enough for their Liberty, 
nor tenacious enough for 
their protic, and wickedly 
labour to leſſen that reve- 
rence towards you, which 
ſure was never more due to 
any Parliament, 


you 
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you ſhew any vaſt, or indeed competent Sums of Money 
vivcento the Ring {ince you know when 2 And aircr ail this, 
have you the 1Nivicoce to call your ivives Proickants, or 
own your ſelves Subyects ? And expect the King ſhould, in 
pure gratitude for what you never did, lay all ar your tect 
again 2 As for thoſe Proteſtant Subjects who, beſides all 
thar you have talſely aſcribed to your ſelves, tought for 
him an his Farcher, they do not icar his Majeſtics Brother 
would ruine them 1t he could, and thereiore have by thou- 


fands thanked his \1ajeity tor his care in preſerving the Suc- 
ccſlion in its duc ani iccal courle of deſcent. 


eg 

In the next Paragraph my Author is very Politick, and 
tells us, Our Arceſtcrs have been always more careful to pre- 
ferve ihe Government inviolable, than to favour any per- 
ſonal pretences, and have therein conformed themſelves 
to the practice of all «ther Nations, whoſe examples deſerve 
to be followed. 

Thar is, they have been more carctul to preſerve the 
Mornarchy it ic/:, ana the Liberties of the Subject, than 
the duc and legal Deicent in the Succeſſion. This is cer- 
cainly truc. And they have paid well tor neglecting the 
other; as 13 apparent to any body that has read the Hi- 
ſtory of Erg/ard. 1 willinſtance only in the Wars betwixt 
the Houlcs of Z.azcaſter and ork. Richard Il. being de- 
poled and murthcred, Ferry IV. who had no Title, but 
was a brave Prince, was fct up, But mark the Con- 
{equence, beiorc this Quarrel could be ended in Boſworth 
Field, there perithed 80998 Private Souldiers, two Kings, 
one Prince, ten Dukes, two Marqueſlcs, twenty one Earls, 
twenty ſcven Lords, two Vicounts, one Lord Prior, one 
Judge, one hundred thirty nine Knights, tour hundred 
torty one Eiquires, and my Author knows not how 
many Gentlemen, in twelve Battels. The total, faith my 
Author, of all the perſons that have been flain-is, 85628. 


Chriſtians, and moſt of them of rhis Nation. Is - 
l 
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fir to run the Riſque of ſuffering all this over 
again? 

As to his Examples of Princes that have been Excluded 
upon the account of Religion, or for other ſmaller matters, 
they prove nothing, bur thar ill things have been done, but 
ought they therefore to be reatted ? As for his railing 
Accuſations brought againſt his Royal Highneſs, they de- 
ſerve ſo much the leſs conſideration becauſe he treats the 
King at that abominable rate he doth; of whoſe Clemency, 
Juſtice, and Compaſlionall Farope are Witnefles. 

Having concluded there muſt be a War; he faith, Let 2? 
be under the Authority of Law, let it be againſt a Baniſhed 
Excluded Pretender. There is no fear of the Conſequence of 
ſuch a War. No true Engliſhman can joyn with him, or counte- 
nance his Uſurpation; after this Af, and for his Popiſh and 
Forein Adherents, they will neither be more provoked,nor more 
powerful by the paſſing of it. 

. This man allalong ſuppofeth thar neither the Duke nor 
the King have any natural Hereditary Right to the Crown; 
but ralketh as if it were meerly at thc picaſure of the Peo- 
ple and their Repreſentatives go make what man they 
pleate King of England, fuppoſing that a Son of an Empc- 
rour of Germayy, or of a King of P:/1»d, were paſſed by 
or Excluded, and ſhould enter a War tor the gaining of thar 
Crown, to which tor want of an ElcQion he had never any 
legal right, he might be ſtiled a Pretender or an Ulurper ; 
but inan Hereditary Kingdom it can never be ſo,if according 
to the before cited opinion of K.Fames,no Act of Parliament 
can extinguiſh the Dukes Right, which God and Nature 
hath given him, in caſe the King ſhould die before his Royal 
Highnels without lawtul Iſſue, tho ir may prevent his ob- 
tainingir. So that he can never be an Ulurper or Preten. 
der till the Monarchy of England is declared to be Elettive. 
And this may be thought to be one reaſon why his Majeſty 
thould never yield the point. And as for my Authors 

confidence 
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confidence in the ſugceſs of fuch aWar, it ſpeaks nothing 
but his earneſt deſire of one, rather than nor to have his 
Will, and I hope the Nation will have no occaſion to prove 
him a falſe Prophert.. 

Nor will his Excluſion make it at all neceſſary to maintain 
a ſtauding Force, for preſerving the Government, and the 
peace of the Kingdom. [he whole People will be an Army for 
that purpoſe, and every heart and hand will be prepared to 
maintain that ſo neceſſary, ſo much deſired Law. 

If all this were true, there would be noneed of an Army 
indeed, but then there would alſo be as little need -vf an 
Aſſociation roo, for I never heard of a Prince that was 
able; tro compel three whole Nations to ſubmit to him 
againſt all their Wills, and without Forein Aids. Bur, Sir, 
the Houſe of Commons thought the latter neceſſary, or elſe 
they would never have defired that his Majeſty would be 
likewiſe Gracioufly pleaſed to Aſſent to an Af whereby his 


* Majeſties Proteſtaut Subjeils may be enabled to Aſſociate 


themſelves for the defence of his Majeſties Perſon, the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and the ſecurity of your Kingdoms, This 
was thought as neceſſary as the Bill of Excluſion, and what 
kind of Aſſociation ſome men intended is well enough un- 
derſtood now by the whole Nation. 

As to his Recrimination upon the Miniſters for the two 
Armiesand the Guards, let him ſct his heart atreſt, for the 
World is vcry well farisfied, the one were never intended 
ro be kept up, and itis hoped the other ( the Guards) will 
be ever formidable to ſuch Gentlemen, as my Author, who 
in kindneſs to the Queen of Scots Title, and the Bill of 
Excluſion, is, like a good Proteſtant, contented to inſinuate 
thar Queen Elizabeth was a Baſtard, though born in Ma- 
trimony, For fo ſhe muſt be, it whar the Papitts fay of 
her having no other Right but only that of an Act of 
Parliament, by which Mary Queen ot Sco7s was Excluded, 


be true. 
In 
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In the next Paragraph my Author endeavours to face 
his Majeſty down, That nothing was intended by thoſe other 
ways which were darkly and dubioufly intimated in his Ma- 
jeſties Speech unto. the Parliament at Oxtord, and repea- 
ted in the Declaration; and he ſaith, that his Majeſty in his 
wiſdom could not but know that they ſignified nothing, 

- Now thisis a ſtrange way of proceeding with Princes,and 

would anger a private man. Zhe Regency fignified nothing, 
the diſtinition betwixt the Kings Perſonal and Politick Capa- 
city was unfeaſible ; the Pope might - abſolve him from all 
Oaths, %s he did King John, and Henry IIT.. and it would be 
more fatal to us when Religzon is concerned, which was not 
then in queſtion. His Confeſſor would excite him again} us, 
and he who has made uſe of all the Power he has þeen intruſted 
with hitherto-for our deſtruftion, ( witneſs his Naval Wars 
againſt the Dutch) would certainly Elude all Methods but 
the Bill of Excluſion, and if it were otherwiſe, there was no 
hopes of having. any fruit of any Expedient without a War ; 
aud to be obliged to ſwear Allegiance to a Popiſh Prince,to own 
his Title, to acknowle/ge him ſupreme Head of the Church, 
and Defender of the Faith, ſeems ( ſays my Author) a ſtrange 
way of entitling our ſelves to fight with him. 

[t doth fo ; and thereforeall thoſe,that are reſolved on a 
War will I ſuppoſe never do it. Bur are all theſe Titles 


annexed to the Crown as Proteſtanr, or as imperial and- 


ſubjeCt ro none bur God? Did they belong ro Henry VIII. 
or did they not? And ſuppoſing no Expedient ſhould be 
uſed, would not the Number, Conſtancy, and Reſolution 
of the Engliſh Nation, and Proteſtants in it, preſerve the 
Religion in one Prince's Reign, tho of a different Religion, 
without a War ? 

The Expedient propounded by his Majeſty, that if 
means could be found, Zhat in caſe of a Popiſh Succeſſor, the 
Adminiſtration of the Government might remain in Proteſtant 
hands, whether it be icaſible or no, ſhews aa inclination in 

| | his 
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his Majeſty to fubmit to any thing but what will ruine 
bath him and his Brother, as the Bill of Excluſion, backed: 
with fuch an Aſſociation, as was lately: found, certainly 
will, In ſhort, this Caſe is beſet with: ſo many and great 
difficulties. that-ir baffles all humane wit and underſtand- 
ing to provide ſuch an Expedient for it, as may be ſecure 
and fatisfie ; and theretore when all is done: that can be 
done, it muſt be left ro God Almighty, who only can, and 
will determine it. 5 

Having denied thecharge in the Declaration, That there 
was reaſon to believe that the Parliament would have paſſed 
further to attempt ſome other great and important- # veg 
even at preſent, and according. to his wont, ſchooled the 
King; and told the Miniſters, 7hat they hate Parlia- 
ments, becauſe their Crimes are-ſuch that they have reaſon to 
fear them. Herrelents a lictle, and tells us, if they (the 
Minifters ) by that expreſſion meant, That the Pariiament 
would have beſought the King that the Duke might no longer 
have the Government in his hands, This is. a httle hard'to 
beundcrſtood, the Duke not being then in England. 2.ZFhat 
his Dependauts ( thoſe rlat had. voted againft the. Bill) 
ſhould no longer prefrde in His Councils, no longer poſſe(s all. 
the. great Truſts and Offices in the Kingdom. 7. That our 
Parts,. eur Garriſons, and our Fieets ſhould" be no longer go- 
werned by ſuch as are at his devotion. 4. That Charafters of 
Honour and Favour ſhould be no longer placed ow men that the- 
Wiſdom. of the Nation (the Houſe of Commons without 
the Lords, for they have it ſeems lately got a Parent to. 
Monopolize all the Wiſdom of the Nation )- hath judged” 
to be. favourers of Popery, or Pexfioners of: France. Theſe 
are great and important Changes, but ſuch- as it- becomes 
Fugkiſbonen to believe were defigned: by that Parliament, and 
ſuch as will be deftgned and preſt by every Parliament and ſuch 
as: the People will ever pray may find ſucceſs with the Ring ;; 
wit hout thefe Changes ( and the Aſſociation forgotten by my 

Author ) 
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Author) the Bill of Excluſion would only provoke, not diſ- 
arm our Enemies. Nay, the very money which we 'muſt have 
patel for it, would have been. made ufe .of to fecure and haſten 
the Duke's return-upon us, 
Now this was al[:perhaps was meant by that 


paſlage :in the Declaration, and the Conſe-  1nphinEngliſh there muſt 
uences of theſe things are ſuch that no .be- ber þ EAR 

Jeeching will ever obtain:them, till his \Majeſty ga -Favourite, nor Popiſh 

is weary of all he hath, and therefore it well Miſtris, nor Popiſh Counlel- 

; y new | 


becomes all Engliſh men, that do not'defign Convert. we want a Go- 
another-Rebellion, for time.to-come to deſign, vernment,and a Prince thar 
we may truſt, e;. A Speech 


.and pray : and our Parliaments to prels for ſome of -@ NAble Peer of the Realm, 


.other things that may befitter for them toask, 
.and.his\Majeſty to grant. I conclude with the Wiſemans 
Advice , My . Sox fear thou the Lord and the King : and 


,meddle not-with them that are given to.change. Eſpectally-to - 


Juch important changes. 


We are now come -to the confideration of that -only fault 
which was peculiar to #he Parliament at Oxford, and that 
was their behaviour in relation to the bufmeſs of Firz-Hlarris, 
the Declaration ſays, He was impeached of High Treaſon by 
the. Commons, and they had cauſe to think hu Treaſoxs to be 
of ſuch an extraordinary nature, that they wel deſerved an 
examination in Parliament. 

We ſhall by and by come to examine the reaſons that 
made them think ſo, and in the interim it is worth the 
while to recite the very words of the Declaration which 
are theſe : 

<« The buſineſs of Fitz-Zarris, who was impeached by 
« the Houſe of Commons of High Treaſon, and by the 
& Houſe of Lords referred to the ordinary courſe of Law, 
« was on the ſudden carried on to that -extremity, by the 
« Votes which the Commons paſſed on March 26. laſt, that 


there was.no poſlibility left of a Reconciliation. 
| O 2 The 
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The Votes are theſe : | | 
« Reſolved, Thar it is the undoubted Right ofthe Com- 
© mons in Parliament aſſembled, to impeach before the 
« Lords in Parliament, any Peer or Commoner, for 'Trea- 
& ſon, or any other Crime or Miſdemeanor : And that the 
« refuſal to proceed in Parliamentupon-ſuch impeachment, 
« isa denial of Juſtice, and a Violation of the Conſtituti- 


& ons of Parliaments. | 

« Reſolved, That inthe caſe of Edward Fitz-Farris,who 
« by the Commons hath been impeached of High Treafon 
«.before the Lords, with a Declaration, that in convenient 
< time they would bring up the Articles againſt him for the 
« Lords to Reſolve, that the ſaid Fitz- Harris ſhould be 
«proceeded with according to the courſe of Common Law, 
« and not by way of impeachment at this time; is a denial 
« of Juſtice, and a violation® of the Conſtitutions of Par- 
< liaments, and an obſtruQion to the further diſcovery of 
« the Popiſh Plot, and of great danger to his Majeſties Per- 
« ſon, and the ProteſtantReligion. 

« Re/ofved, That for any inferiour Court ' to proceed 
« againſt Edward Fitz- Harris, or any other perſon lying 
« under an impeachment in Parliament, for the ſame Crimes 
« he orthey ſtand impeached, is a high breach of chePri- 
« yiledgeof Parliament. | 

And now let us follow my Authors account of F77z- 
Harris his buſineſs, who, he ſays truly, was a known Iriſh 
Papiſt, and it _m—_ by the Informations given in the 
Flouſe, he was made uſe of by ſome very great perſons to ſet 


Oates tells us, #4P a Counterfeit Proteſtant Conſpiracy, and thereby not only to 
theſe were the yowy the noife of the Popiſh Plot, but to take off the Heads 


Proteſting 


Lords.and the 


of the moſt eminent of thoſe who refuſed-to bbw their knees to 


Leading men Baal, ©c. 7hat tbis might look as unlike a Popiſh Deſign 


in the Houſe 
of Commons. 


( and be the better received by the people) 'as was poſſible, 


Trial,pag.28. they framed a libel full of the moſt bitter invefives againſt 


Popery. 
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Popery and the Duke of York, it carried as much ſeeming- 


zeal for the Proteſtant Religion as Colemans Declaration, 
and as much care and concern for our Laws, as the pen- 
mers of this Declarationy would ſeem to have: But it 


was alſo filled with thegmoſt ſubtile infinuations, and the: 


ſharpeſt expreſſions againſt bis Majeſty that could be in- 


vented, and with dire4 and paſſionate incitements to Re- 


bellion. 


This Paper, as it appears by the account of it-which was 77; pag.21, ? 


given at Fitz-Zarrs his Trial, waspenn'd in the ſtile, and 
juſt like the Libels the fober Proteſtants daily Print, and 
perhaps not much unlike our. modeſt Vindicator, in the 
main, but had ſome things in it which they whiſper for: 
the preſent, becauſe it is dangerous Printing of them. And 
ſome other things plainly ſpoken, which the other Party 
have a way to infinuate craftily, ſo that ir may be under- 
ſtood, and yet not hazard their ſweet lives. . 

Thi, faith my Author, was to be. conveyed by unkmwn 
Meſſengers ( Oates fays by. the Penny Poſt) to their hands 
who were to be betrayed, and then they were to be ſeized upon, 
and thoſe Libels found about them, were to be. a Confirmation 
of the truth of a Rebellion, which they had provided Witneſſes 
to ſwear was- deſigned by the Proteſtants, and had before 
prepared men to believe by PrivateWhiſpers. And the credit 
of this Plot ſhould no doubt have been foon confirmed by ſpeedy 
Fuſtice done upon the pretended Criminals. 

And now it is timeto givea little better account of this Li- 
bel,than perhaps theAuthor-has given,it was permed byone 
Mr.Ewverard, by the direCtion of Fitz- Harris, .he fearing he 
might be ſhamm{'d, and that-it. was: deſigned ſo; called in 
one Mr. Smith, and Sir- William Waller into the buſineſs, 
that ſo he might clear. himſelf of it, and trappan: Fitz- Har- 
-ris. Theſe two Gentlemen heard | Fzrz-arris diftate the 

heads of it ro Everard, and one of -them heard. him ap- 
prove of it, when.it was delivered/to him.. Mr: 'Euerard 


WAas - 
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"was promiſed his rewardfor all this \by.the French Embaſ 


Tug ay ſfadour, .as Sir /i/ianWWa/ler ſwears in the Trial hehieard 
Fitz: Harrisſay'; and.upen Sir. #/i4iam Wallers giving the 
Kingah account of it, Fitz-Harris was taken with the Li- 
bel about him. 
Feb. 27. Being taken and committed 'to Newgate, he was examt- 


ned the tenth day of .March 'by Sir Robert Clayton, and 

Sir George Treby, There he ſpeaks not one word of :the 

Said Golledge, Author of 'the Libel. But being thus impriſoned, he found 

aq ©» a there was no way to fave his lite, but to cutry favour with 

Fitz-Harris, Thoſe eminent men that had never 'bowed the knee -to. Baud, 

— te So that Story was/ſet up, which he was mot able to prove 

—— the One Syllable of ar his Trial, ibur .however it was cafily 

_ = in —_ believed by them, who love to 'make the King 
Colledge Trial, and Courtas odious asthey can, as well as the Papiſts. 

Pag.30. My Author-gocs on. The heimous nature of the Crime, 

Pag.36. and the greatneſs of the Purfons ſuppafed to be concornet, de- 

ferved an extraordinary Examination, which @ Fury, who 

were only to enquire whether Fitz-Harris was guilty of framing 

that Libel, peary never make; and the poet bf wrromss 

none but the Parliament was big enough to go through with 


it, : 
TheTrial of this Perfon being extant, I muſt for brevit 
refer-my Reader toi ; and I'fee not how it had been poſli- 
ble for the Parliament tohaye ſifted that buſineſs of Firz- 
Farris his being put upon this-by the Court, to ruinethe 
eminent men, more narrowly than it was at the Trial, and 
there was not onefyllable proved by any of the Witneſles 
he produced, which were -many, and perſons of great 
worth, -only Mr. Oates ſaid,he heard Everard ſay ſomeſuch 
thing, which Everard again denied upon his Oath. And 
Sir. /i/;zam Waller owned hejhad heard the King was dif- 
{7 contented at his troubling him with this = By but 
Sir Waliam Waller,Mr. Smith, an Vir. Everard proved it 
poſitively upon him 'that he ha 0::icred the drawing of 


that 
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chat Libel, had: approved. of ic when it was drawn, and 
amended ſome words in it with his own hands. And now 
after all this to lay the Crime upon the Court, upon the 
ſuggeſtion of rhe MalefaQtor, was ſucha piece of Juſtice as 
never was attempted. 


Nor did they (the Commons ). only. fear the perver{ion of Pag.36, 


Juſtice, but the miſapplication of Mercy. too, &te. becauſe when 
Fitz-Harris was inclined to Repentance, and had begun a Con- 
feſſion, ta the ſurprize of the whole Nation, without any viſible 
cauſe, he-was taken.out of the lawful cuſtody of the Sheriffs,and 
ſhut up a cloſe priſoner in the Tower. 

Thar. he had not only begun, but gone through with a 
Conteſlion. appears by a Printed Narrative, taken by two, 
which I think were both of the Houſe of Commons,one Iam 
ſure was. And. when. notwithſtanding this, ſome eminent. 


men. began. to tamper with him to turn all this upon the 


Court ; then, and:notbefose, was he taken: out of the cuſto- 


dy of the Sheriffs, and pur into the Tower, that they might 


not make an il uſe of him to the Damage of the King and 
the Government. 

The Cammons had therefore no-other way to be ſecure: that 
the profecution ſhould be-effeftual, the Judgment- indifferent, 
and the Eriminal. out of afl' hepes- of Pardon, ( ume(s Ly 
att ingenueus Confeſion. he could engage both Houſes in a 
powerful mediation. to: his Majeſty in his behalf. ) But by 
tmpeaching, him. they. were ſure no pardon could: flop their 
ſuit, the the King might: releaſe his. own Proſecution by his: 
Pardon. | | 

What: need: there was here of any: faxcher. or: merc-inge-- 
nyous. Confeſſion that: he ſhould/make; than: what he had: 
made I cannot imagine;- but we-may. guels-ir was mennr, . 
that if Fits-Farrss: thould lay: the blame of-this Libel'on 
the: Court, and ſay.. #- was defigned to- Trappan:rche-emi- 


nent men, then they would try to get-hims pardoned; buriit: 


he did not do this,then he ſhould haye been hanged without: 
mercy. | Well,. 


Ibid.. 
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Well, But what if the King would not haye conſented to 
'the Pardon, which was to have been purchaſed with his 
diſhonour 2 Then. the Commons would not have pro- 
cceded with their impeachment,and the Conſequence would 
have been ( if the Lords had not reje&cd the Impeachment) 
that then no inferiour Court could have tried him,and ſo he 
thould never have been tried. | 

So that it is plain, that if the Lords had not rejected this 
Impeachment, zt would, as the King faith in the Declaration, 
have been made uſe of to delay a Trial that We had direfed 
againlt a profeſs d Papiſt charged with Treaſons againſt Vs 
of an extraordinary nature: And certainly the Flouſe of 
Peers did themſelves Right in refuſing to give countenance to 
ſuch a proceeding. 

Part of the 36, and all the 37, 38,39, Pages arc ſpent by 
my Author to prove that a Cammoner may be tried by the 
Peers -in Parliament upon an Impeachment of the Com- 
mons ; in which matter I will have no Controverſie with 
him becauſe he may be in the right for ought I know, And 
I have as little to ſay to him, whether ſuch Commoners as 
are tried there ought to have-any Juries, or whether the 
Lords rejecting the Impeachment was, or only looked, like 
a denial of Juſtice. For it is plain, that as good juſtice 
might be had, and in this caſe was had, in the Kings Bench 
as could haye been had before the Lords, and if F:zz-HZar- 
ris had been acquitted there, then the Commons might 
afterwards have impeached him .of any branch of Treaſon 
that was not; or could not have been tried in the Kings 
Bench; ſo that the pretence he makes thar part of his Trea- 
ſons were thought ſuch as could only be adjudged in Parlia- 
ment,is impertinent,for the remainder were apparently ſuch 
as he ought-to be hanged for, in an inferiour Court, and he 
could ſuffer but once,and the taking notice of the reſt would 


have been impertinent. | F 


(105) ; 
I chink I may modeſtly ſay this, that the impeachmene 
of Commoners before the Lords is ſo extraordinary a way, 
thatit would be uſed as little as is poſſible ; but theſe Gen- 
tlemen were for nothing elſe, and Thompſon, Sheridox, Ver- 
don,and the Lord knows how many more, were to have been 
thus proceeded againſt, tho they were not perſons of ſuch 
extraordinary degree or quality, but they might full as well 
have been tried in any other Court, and the Conſequence 
of this would have been, that neither the Lords nor Com- 
mons would have had any leiſure for any thing elſe but this. 
Might it not be well retorted by the People, that it had been 
long a matter extremely ſenſible tothem, that ſo many Proro- 
gations, ſo m Diſſolutions, ſo many other Arts had been uſed 
fo delay the Trials, which his Majeſty had often defired and 
the Parliament prepared for, againſt the fruve profeſſed Popiſh 
Lords charged with Treaſons of an extraordinary nature. 
The King might if he had pleaſed have charged this up- 
on the Commons too, that notwithſtanding the long time 
they had been impriſoned, yet the Commons would not go 
on with their Trials, that they might legally and regularly 
be diſcharged. The Impeachment of the Earl of Danby be- 
fore they Pad tried theſe five Lords occaſioned the diſlolu- 
tion of the Long Loyal Parliament, A Controverſie be- 
twixt the Lords and the Commons about the Trial of the 
ſaid Earl of Danby broke the next Parliament. Then 
comes the ſecond ſhort We/tmir/ter Parliament, and having 
tried only one of them, the Earl of Srafford, when all the 
World were in expectation they would have gone on, and 
have tried the other four, they tell upon the Excluſion Bill, 
and that being reje&ted by the Lords, they fell upon the 
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Revenue,and ſeemingly Voted the King a * Bankrupt, Fay.7. * Sir Falter 


R 


:{:ih (aich 


by declaring that no man ought to truſt him turther than he /\ Þariia- 

ment in H-»»y 
the Third's time, they put down the Purveyor of the Meat for the maintenance of his 
Houſe, as if the King had been a Bankrupr, and gave order that without ready Money he ſhcu d 
not take up a Chicken, Prerogative of Parliaments, P.15. 


had 
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had ready money ; nor lend him-any, and Declared thar 
ſeveral eminent men of the Privy Counſellors were favou- 
rersof Popery, and enemies to the King and Kingdom, and. 
for which and the other things they were diſſolved; then- 
comes that at Oxford, with the Votes F have recited, for 
which, and for inſiſting. upon the Bill for Excluding the 
Duke of 7ork they were diſflolved.. Could none of theſe 
Parliaments have tried the Popiſh Lords without theſe 
things? Yes, doubtleſs they might, but they would nor, 
bur kept theſe Lords: in the Tower, that whatever provo- 
cationthey ſhould. give the King to Diſſolve or Prorogue 
them, ſtill the. clamour mate be that it was to prevent 
their Trials; ' And I'am fully perfuaded there are ſome 
men. in Exgland would almoſt chooſe to be hanged them- 
ſelves rather than be deprived of this glorious and popu- 
-— -» ppm of inſenſing the People againſt the King and the 
urt. 

It there be no: other Evidence of the Unparliamentary 
and mean Solicitations uſed to .promote this pretended 
Rejection of rhe Commons Accuſation, than this ſcurvy 
Hint in-my Author, which he acknowledgeth nor fit to. be: 


remembred, tho he cannot forbear Printing it, Iſuppoſe it: 


is bur a ſmall part. of the Nation that will be extremely ſen- 
ſible of ir. | 

Bur yet however if their Impeachment had not been re- 
getted, Fitz-Harrs had long fince been executed, or deſerved 
mercy by a full diſcovery of theſe malicious deſigns againſt 
the King and People, and the ſecret Authors of them. And 
that he would certainly have done to have ſaved his own: 
life, and then we ſhould have had an opportunity. to have 
made the World believe, that the King did hire Fitz- 
Harris to raiſe a Rebellion againſt himſelf, to defame him- 
ſelf, and inſenſe the minds of the People againſt him, for 


thus he defamed the King at his Trial.. This was all he 


could do to merit-a.Pardon. by, and this he did by 
rial,- 
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Trial, but was able to produce no teſtimony to back 
It, 

But this Trial occaſioned, ſtrange” talk in Weſtminſter 
Hall, and Queſtions were raifed of a ſtrange nature that 
will never have a determination in any inferiour Court, but 
will aſſuredly at one time or other have a further Examinati- 
on. Theſe queſtions were moved then by Fitz- Harri his 
Counſel, and neednever be determined. 
By the Term in the Declaration of the Lords having 

done themſelves right by refufing to admit the Impeach- 
ment, he hath diſcoyered the Penman of the Declaration, 
and fays, he has done himſelf and the Nation Right, and 


Pag.4r. 
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diſcovered himſelf by uſing his ordinary Phraſe upon this 


occaſion, Now.I thought verily the next word would have 
been his Name ; no, bur ſtay you there, 7he Perſon is wel 
known without naming him, who always tells men they have 
done themſelves no right, when he is reſolved to do them none. 
Now cannot [tell any more whom he means,by this private 
token than the man in_ the Moon, and if he had graciouſly 
vouchſafed to have whiſpered his name in my Ear, and I 
had known that he had uſually thus expreſſed himſelf, 
yer I ſhould ſtill be a little jealous ſome Frenchman or 
other might be the Author of it, becauſe my Author 
hath given full as good evidence, Page 5. to prove it was 
ſo. 


As for the Commons nothing ( ſays my Author) was 


carried on to extremity by them, nothing done but what was 
Parliamentary, they could not defire a Conference till they had 
firſt ſtated their own Caſe, and aſſerted by Votes the matter 

which they were to maintain at a Conference. | 
This was done effectually in the firſt part of the firſt and 
ſecond Vote, without adding, That the refuſal of the Lords 
to proceed in Parliament upon ſuch Impeachment, is a denial 
of Fuſtice, anda violation of the Conſtitution of Parliaments, 
and in the ſecond Vote, and an obſtruftion to the further 
P 2 diſcovery 


—_ 


| Thid. 
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diſcovery of the Popiſh Plet, and of great danger to his Ma- . 
jeſties Perſon, and the Proteſtant Religion. 

Here the Declaration lays the ſtreſs of the buſineſs, and 
fays, That when either of the Houſes are ſo far tranſported 
as to paſs ſuch Votes concerning the proceedings of the other, 
without Conferences firſt had to examine upon what grounds 
ſuch proceedings are made, and how far they might be juſtified; 
this puts the Two Houſes out of a Capacity of Tranſafting 
buſineſs together,. and conſequently is the greateſt violation 
of the Conſtitution of Parliaments. Now ſurely the Houſe 
of Commons might have aſſerted their Right without theſe 
Expreſſions, which muſt needs inſenſe the Lords, eſpecially 
when they were Printed, and. ſpread over the whole 
Nation. £ 

But the Flouſe of Commons was ſo far fromthinking them- 
ſelves to be out of a Capacity of Tranſatting with the Lords 
any further that they were preparing to ſend a Meſſage for a 
Conference to Accommodate this difference, at the very inſtant 
when the Black Rod called them to their diſſolution. 

* Burtthis it is very probable was not known to his Maje- 
ſty, ſo that it came too late to fave them. 

. Tf everydifference in Opinion and Vote ſhould put the Two 
Houſes out of a Capacity of tranſafting buſineſs together, every 
Parliament muſt be diſſolved as ſoon as called. 

Now, Sir, I could never have thought that it is ſo uſual 
a thing for che Two Houſes to make ſuch Votes as theſe 
againſt each other ; I am perſuaded the Lords would never 
have treated with the Commons if a Conference had been 
demanded till the Concluſions of the firſt and ſecond Vote 
had been recanted. — Sh 

But the Miniſters promoted this difference between the Two 
Houſes, ( what, didany of them dictate theſe Votes? ) aud 
then broke the Parliament leſt it ſhould be compoſed. And 
for this my Author gives you his own honeſt word over 
againin the next Page, and hopes no man will be ſo hard- 
hearted as not to believe him. Burt 
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' But my Author hath another quarrel againſt the Mini- 
ſters, becauſe they cenſure theſe Votes of the Commons as. 
the greateſt violation of the Conſtitution of Parliaments ; 
T hey ought certainly (lays my Author ) to have excepted 
the pu which is here aſſumed of giving ſuch a Judgment, and 
Publiſhing ſuch a charge,as being not only the higheſt violati- 
on of the Conſtitution, but direftly tending to the deſtruftion 
of 2t. 

Well then, Itor my part will never undertake to defend 
them in it. Aut I haveobſerved one thing inrheſe debates, 
that the Priviledges of the Houſe of Commons are not 
much unlike the Power claimed by the Pope, which is to 
Judge all men, and tobejudged by no man. So that what- 
ever they are pleaſed to call Priviledgeof Parliament I am 
bound to 'believe is fo, with an implicit faith : For theſe: 
Priviledges of Parliament are known to none bur thoſe 
that ſit in St. Stephens Chappel, and if a man fit there 
twenty years, yet he' ſhall be allowed to know no more 
of them the day after he is turned out than do. 

The Declaration mentions one ſort of men who are fond of 
their old beloved Commonwealth Principles, and: others are 
angry at being diſappointed in deſigns they had to accompliſh 
their own ambition and greatneſs.. Surely ( ſays my Au- 
thor) if they know any ſuch perſons, the only way to have. 
prevented the miſchiefs which they. pretend to fear from them, 
had been to have diſcovered them, and ſuffered the Parlia-- 
ment to fit to provide againſt the evils they' would bring upon 
the Nation, by proſecuting them. 

I cannor bur fancy my Author ſmiled to himſelf when he 
made this pleaſant Propoſition. 

In the next place my Author gives us a deſcription. of 
men . of Commonwealth: Principles;, he tells us, They are- 
wen Paſſonately devoted to the publick good, and to the com- 
mon ſervice of their Country, who believe that Kings were in- 
fiututed for the good of the People, and Government _— 

| or. 
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"forthe fake of thoſe that are to be governed, and therefere 
. complain or grieve when it is .uſgd. to contrary ends, and that 


wiſe and honeft men will, be prond to be ranked in this 


number. | 


Now, as fayourably as he hath drawn it, I aſſure him, 1 
for my part am none of the. gumber ; for tho] know that 
if there were no -People, there could bardly have been 
Kings, and that gne main eng-of Government was the good 
of thoſe that are to be; governed; yet I believe that God 
Almighty had ſome reſpett far Princes and Governours,and 
did not deſigronly the good of the People, but their good 
too; and tho I can. grieve,yetlam not apt to complain when 


-thingsgo amils. : 


y Author in the next place ſpends a great deal of learn- 


-Ing to prove, That the word Commonwealth fyrifies the 
- common. good, in which ſenſe it hath. been uſed 


y all good 
Authors, &c. 'Now, this I will yield him, with all my 


:hearr, that till one thouſand fix hundred and forty all the 
World thought thata good Commonwealth man and a good 
—_ were terms that might be promiſcuouſly and in- 
difterently-uſed ; but the Author cannot be ignorant, that 
-not long after the word Commonwealth was ſo wholly ap- 


propriated to an odious Democracy by the Rebels of tlie 


late times, whoſe uſurped Seal and Coyn bore the Image 
-and Superſcription of the Beaſt, that it is no ways likely it 
ſhould ever recover its Primitive fignification. 


And Idare aſſure him, that many of the Engliſh Nation 
will never be pleaſed to find in Parliament ſuch men as 
have ſo great a kindneſs for the word, as implies a han- 
kering after the thing « has obtained to ſignifie. 

But if the Declaration (ſays my Vindicator ) would inti- 
mate that there had been any defign of ſetting up a Dembcrati- 
cal Government,in oppefition to our Legal Monarchy,it is aCa- 
lumny juſt of a piece with the other thing which the Penners 
of the Declaration have vented, in order to the laying = 

OFFCrS 


(iy 


others the blame of a defign to overthrow the Government, . 


which only belongs to themſelves. 

Now, Sir, This is not the firſt time that his 
Majeſty hath complained of a parcel of men 
who had ſuch a deſign; and if you pleaſe we 

- will inquirea little into the reaſon of it. That 


there was in the Nation a great number of men 


that had imbibed a Notion, thatall'other kinds 
of Governments but what had ſomething of the 


There hath not been a 
Week { fince Vinnersrifing } 
in which there have not been. 
races formed againſt his 

Perſon, and againſt 
the Peace of the Kinge 
dom, &*. Lord Chanceſlors- 
Speech, May 8. 1661, . 


Democratical form in them without a ſingle 
Perſon, were Arbitrary and Tyrannical, I ſuppoſe will 
not bedenied, that'theſe men did nor all of them expire 
when his Majeſty landed from Breda is very probable, but 
_ his Majeſty being ſerled, and all things running quite con- 
trary to their Intereſt, as you have told us, may appear 
by comparing the Parliaments that were ſent up in 1640. 
and 1660. theſe men. were forced to ſeem more loyal 
than they were, that they might one day appear what they 
Were. 

Now, Sir, it is not to be expetted they ſhould openly 
declare for the Commonwealth of Zig/and, and defire 
Charles Stuart to marchoff, and give them their right,when 


bleſſed be God they have neithier Men-nor Money to back. 
ſuch an inſolence with, but yet we may be allowed to: 
gueſs at their Deſigns by-their Actions, and if that may be. 


allowed, the Penners of the Declaration were notthe only. 
men. that thought there was then, and is now, fome De- 
mocratical or Commonwealth deſigns againſt the very 
Monarchy driving on, and you muſt excuſe me if I fay 


the Calumny lies at your doors, pet rid of itas-well as you. 


can. 

It is ſtrange how this word ſhould fochange its ſignifica- 
cation with us in twenty years. 44 Monarchies in the 
world that are not purely Barbarous and T yrannical have ever 
been called Commonwealths,&c. Sir, I will graft more _ 
that, 
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Tacitus in the end of the 
Reign of Auguſtus ſaith, Senes 


(112) 
that, that all without exception have by ſome men been 
ſo ſtiled, and produced good Authors for it. . But yet we 
that had ſo lately like to have been ruined by the word, 
and men that were fondotf it, ſhall ever have reaſon to hate 
themand it, anda leſs ſpace of years than twen- 
ty ſuch as paſſed betwixr 4o. and 60. might be 


plerique ow Foto racer allowed to render a word hateful, which in 
ti, -quotuſquiſque reliquis qui : . NaF : : 

Rabel ide? deltar wer- ſtri& propriety ſignifies rhe Publick Aﬀairs of a 
ſus Civitatis ſtatus, nibil uſ- People managed b many with equal Authority. 


quam priſei & integ'# mor: T could eaſily anſwer all you have brought to 


Omni. t litate juſſa . X . x 
P;incipic aſpeftere. H. lib, A defend the word, but the caſe being plain, I will 


In which | gre Monarchy nottrouble my ſelf or my Reader; and therefore 


' is oppoſe 
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ro the ancient 
Liberty or Commonwealth. 


if you have no other . Argument to prove men 
guilty of a fondneſs to Arbitrary Fower than 
their averſion for this word, 7 ſhall never go about to contend 
with you, 

No man can have a greater Veneration for Parliaments 
than I have, butthen who are they that have diſordered 
things to that height they lately were 2 You fay the Mini- 
iters are the men, whom you repreſent as you uſe to do, 
with bitter refle&tions on his Majeſty, and not the Parlia- 
ment ; others ſay, it was ſuch men as your ſelf; and the caſe 
hath been by both Parties referred to the People, and th 
have by thouſands given their Verdicts againſt thoſe their 
Repreſentatives, which to me is a ſtrong Argument the caſe 
is not ſo difficult as you pretend, fori do not conceive it 
poſſible to delude ( fo great a part of the ) People into an 
abhorrence of their own Repreſentatives, without their 
having giventhem juſt cauſe. Tl 

And if we look about us, we ſhall find thoſe who deſign a 
change, on either hand fomenting a miſunderſtanding between 
the King his Parliament and People, whilſt perſons who Ive 
the Legal Monarchy both out of Choice and Conſcience,are they 
who defire the frequent and ſucceſsful meetings of the great 
Council of the Nation. | | 
; Sir, 


: (113) 5 

Sit, if you durſt have ſpoken your mind plainly, I mighe 
poſlibly fave thought this the pa ms lis inthis 
whole Book , butas itnow ſtands it is to me apparent thar 
you would not let your Conſcience in this paffage give your 
Paſſion in all the reſt the lie. | 

Now, if I might interpret your meaning I ſhould gueſs 
it to be this, They that on the one hand pretend to main- 
tain the Legal Monarchy, but do really intend to advance 
it into an abſolute form, without any dependence upon 
Parliaments, and they who .pretend. the ſame thing, bur 
deſign to throw off the Monarchy, and put the whole 
Power into the hangs of the People, 5. e. the Commonwealth 
Party, arethe men that have brought things into. the diſor- 
der they are now in. Whilft they who love the Legal Mo 
narchy both out of Choice- and Conſcience, (amongſt whick 
perſons I will ſubſcribe. my name when occaſion requires, ) 
are they who defire the frequent and ſucceſiful meetings of the 
Great Coucil, i 
Now, Sir, h&re ſeems to be a little Juſtice in this, for as 
it werea high awl flagrantpiece of injuſtice to ſay that all 
that made up the Houſe of Commens in the two laſt Parlia- 
- ments deſigned to ruine the Monarchy, and fet up another 
Parliamentary Commonwealth of Exgland: So it is the 
ſame notorious and baſe injuſtice in you to traduce the Mi- 
niſters in general, as'you do throughout the whole Pam- 
phler, when as it is apparent enough, firſt, That his Maje- 
ſty never did intend to ſet up one Dram of Arbitrary Go- 
vernment. Secondly, That it is not poſſible for the Mi- See the Pre. 
niſtersto do it without his conſent. Thirdly, Thar it is ceo the 
ſcarce poſſible for him and them to doir, if they had de: the 4ddref 
ſigned to do it, till there hath beenanother War. Fourth: to the Free, 
ly, That never any conſiderable perſon, 'or number of per. **®- wo 
ſonsamonpſt the Miniſters, did ever yet make one ſtep to- 
wards it. For all thoſe Alts that have been ſo baſely tra- 


duced are fairly defenſible, Thoſe that look worlt, the 


_— TS 


| 
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Tranſa&tions about 1671. and 72. not excepted, one of 


which you your ſelf have excuſed, wiz. the Poſtponing of 


allPayments to the Bankers out of the Exchequer: And , 
the Declaration for Libcrty. of Conſcience, though you 
ſtile it an Arbitrary Power aſſumed to ſuſperd Penal Laws, 


' and ſay the whole Nation was juſily alarmed upcs it ; yet bc- 


licve thould his Majeſty do the fame thing over again, thok 
that now make the greateſt noiſc againſt Arbitrary Power 
without cauſe, would willingly enough accept of it. And 
yer there is noreaſon that the preſent Miniſters ſhould bear 
the blame of theſe things, wheu they that promoted them 
are now, Sir, in your Intereſts. ; : 
And, Sir, that the meetings of the Great Council may 
be ſucceſsful as well as ſrequenr,one of theſe things muſt be, 
that either the People change the Members of the Lower 
Houſe ; or rhat thoſe Members change their Methods of 
Proceeding; and ti!l this be done thele meetings, how tre- 
quent ſoeyer, can never be ſucceſsful. For it things be 
carried in the next Convention as they were in. the late 
Parliaments, neither can the King, neithagwill the Nation 
cnchire it; and forall our Threats you will find, when you 
come to bring it into Act, ſuch diſticuities as I care nor t 
forctcl, thal can foreſee them. 7 
As fer the other ſort of Peeviſh men, of whom the Decla. 
ration gives uswerning, who are angry at the diſappointment 


of their Ambitious Deſrens. If theſe words are irtended to 


refleft on thoſe men of Honcar and Conſcience, who being gua-= 
lified for the highejt imployments of State, have cither left, 
or refuſed, or be remgved from them becauſe they would not 
accept or retain them at the-Price of ſeling their Ceuntry, 
and inſlaving Peſterity : and who: are content to facrifice their 
Safety as well as their Intereſt for the Publick; and expoſe 
themſebves to the malice of the men in power, and to the dail 
Plots, Perjaries, and Subornations of the PFapiſts. I ſay, 
if theſe are the Ambitious Men ſpoken of, the People wil hate 
| - confideras- 


(113) ; 


conſideration for what they ſay, and therefore it will be wiſ- 
* dom ?o gje juch men as theſe no occaſion to ſay they intendto 
lay aſide the ule of Parliaments. wr | 

This your Apgny to the People hath ſpoiled all the fine 
things you had ſaid before, for ſuppoſing all the reſt had 
been true ( as it is notoriouſly falſe ) yer this making the 
People the Judges is a kind of attempt to ſeparate them 
from their Governours, and exaſperate* them againſt the 
Government, from whence mult ſpring as great inconve- 
niences as thoſe you pretend to avoid; and therefore had I 
becn one of thele men, I would pever have appealcd to 
them; but ro God and my own Conſcience, and have fate 
{till cill he had pronounced the Sentence in this World, or 
that which is to come. You *know, Sir, the People are 
not able to'examine any thing, but being once put into a 
rage. by ſuch ſpecious Harangues as theſe are, ruth intodiſ- 
order and ugh 2 4 and take all that endeavour to quiet 
rhen for Enemies and Papiſts, and fo the guilty eſCape, ahd 


the innocent are cut in pieces. And heſides all this, never 


was any diſorder in a Government reCtified by the People, 
but by a, greater and more fatal diſorder, as we had experi- 
encc 1n the late times, and very often before. RY 

Bur let the Event be what it will, you are reſolved to 
ſtir up the People to the utmoſt to revenge your caſe upon 
the Government ; and to that-purpoſe inſinuate there is a 
defign to lay aſide the uſe of Parliaments : as if you ſhould 
have ſaid, Stand to your - Arms, Gentlemen, againſt theſe 
. Miniſters; for as they have laid us aſide, men of Honour 
and Conſcience, becauſe we would not ſell our Ccuntry, and 
enſlave Poſterity ; ſo the next thing to be done is the laying 
aſide Parliaments, and you are the men that muſt by your 
conſideration of us prevent this grafi, miſchief, 

This was pretty well, bur the neXtis excellent, 7» good 
earneſt, the behaviour of the Miniſters of late gives but too 
_ juſt occaſions to ſay, that the uſe of "0. 1s already _ 

2 aſide, 


T eclaration; 


- (116) 

afide ; for tho the King has own'd in ſo my of his Speeches 
and Declarations the great Danger of the Kingdom, and the 
neceſſity of the aid and counſel of Parliaments, he hath nevem 
theleſs been prevailed = to eſſolve fonr in the ſpace of twenty 
fix months without making proviſion by their Advice ſuitable 
to our dangers or wants. | 

My Author was ſenſible that the People might think | 
that the former hint proceeded from Paſſion, or was nor 
ſerious,or at leaſt the danger was not eminent; and he comes 
now nearer to them, and tells them in good earneft they 
had bur too juſt occaſions to ſay that Parliaments were 
already laid aſide as to any uſe of rhem ; and he proved it 
too: Four had beendiſſolyed: in twenty ſix months ; but 
three of them were called in that time. And this is an odd 
ſort of laying them aſide to call as many in twenty ſix 
months as heretofore have been called in ſo many years. 
Well, bpt there was mo provifion made by their Advice ſuita- 
ble to our Dangers or Wants, The fault, fays the Decla- 
ration, was in them, The King was willing to have done any 


thing which would have confiſted with the very being of the 


Debates,”.191 


Goverament, He paſſed eyery Bill that was tendred ; con- 
nived fo long at ho proceedings af the laſt Parliament Bf 
Weſtminſter, that many men wondred, and ſome (that were 
neither Papiſts, nor Maleta&tors) murmured. And a grave 
man told rhe very Parliament, rhat he ſuſpe&ed they were 


. permitted to fit there, rather to deſtroy themſelves than to 


ſave their Country. And now after all this is his Majeſty 
to bear the blame that »o proviſion was made by their Advice 
ſuitable to our wants and dangers. Well, but the People, 
to whom my Gentleman is appealing, they will never un- 
deftand nor conſider thefe things, nor any thing elſe, 'and 
therefore' my-Gentleman did wiſely ro make them the 
Judges, bur for the honeſty of it, or the truth. of any of 
this I havenothing to ſay. | | 


(117) | 

Nor can we hope the Court will ever love any Parliament 
better than the firſt of thoſe four, wherein they had ſo dearly 
purchaſed ſuch a number of faſt friends, men who having firſt 
fold themfetves, would not ſtick to ſell any thing after, And 
we may well ſuſpeft they mean very ill at Court, when their de- 
frens Focks ſach a Parliament. 


The buſineſs of the Penſtoners . hath been conſidered addres to the: 


- Ninw Freemen, 
elſewhere,,atdd need not here be repeated. Now,, to me eng... 


one of theſe things muſt be falſe, viz. that there was ſuch a 
number of men who had ſo ſold themſelves :. Or that the 
Court are ſuch men as you, Sir, ſay they are. If theſemen 
. had fold themſelves, why did they not go on with the bar- 


yo 2 If the Court had ſuch an intereſt in them; and ſuch 


cligns upon them and us, why did it part with. them ? 
Eſpecially when the Miniſters knewthey loft thereby a conſtant 
Revenue of extraordinary Supplies, as you fay they did, and. 


I may ſay they have Mid little cnough ſince. Oh, the Rea-- 
ſon was, they began in good earneſt to examine what was done,. 
and what was doing, And therefore they. were pack'd away.. 


Lo 


Well, the matter was. not Hreat, they were a. company of: 


Penſroners, men that had ſold Themſelves, and would not ſtick 


to ſell any thing after.. And, Sir, if it were ſo, the Nation 


has noreaſon to complain of the Court. for that, and I hope 
I roo ſhall be excuſed if T have dropt a few leſs reſpetive 
words of the three Parliaments. that have ſince followed ;: 
forthey arenort-better, nor more ſacred than this, of which; 
'many of the Lord Chancellors have given-high.Encomiums;. 
my. Eordof ®Þaftsbury not excepted. * | 


me if any perſon, even: Fitz-Harris himſelf, could. poſſi- 2572. 


bly write any thing worſe than this ;- and which tended more 
. toheightenthe reſentments of the Nation; and put the- People 
into diſorder ant{ confuſion... The moſtYire&t-and paſſionate 
incitements to rebellion he uſed, are. not more likely to ſtir 

them,, that our-Authors:warmand earneſt. applications; on. 


*- Speech: ro: BW 
f = the Parljia- © MM. 
Now leC'my Refer: refle&.on. all this ſerioufly; and tell mens Mikes 4 
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the behalf of theſe Ambitious men, as T perceive the Dc- 
claration rightly ſtiles them, for none but ſuch would ever 
deſire to ſee their Country imbroylcd, and to that end ap- - 
pcal to the People. And ſuppoſing the People to be well 

diſpoſed that way; 7t would be no wonder that the Miniſters 

dare not ſuffer a Parliament now to ſit, till the People 
are in a better temper to chuſe one ; but then, Sir, this is 


owing to ſuch, men as you, and ſuch Books as yours, and 


you muſt anſwer for it. 

But we have gained at leaſt this one point by the Declara- 
tion, that it is owa'd to us, That Parliaments. are the beſt Me- 
thod's for healing the diſtempers of the Kingdom, aud the only 


means to preſerve the Monarchy in Credit both at home and 


abroad. Own'd by theſe very men who have ſo maljciouſly. ren- 
dered many former Parliaments ineffeual, and by this De- 
claration have done their utmoſt to. make thoſe which are to 
come as fruitleſs, and*thereby have cAfeſſed that they have 
20 concern for healing the S—_—_ of the Kingdom, and 
preſerving the credit of the Monarchy, which is in effef to 
acknowledge themſelves to be what the Commons called them, 
Enemies ro the King and. Kintdom. ES 

Juſt before, Sir, you had been proving them.deſigning to 
lay all uſe of Parliaments aſide, and now you bring them 


' in owning what will certainly ruine that deſign; not long 


before that you had been conviCting them of a deſign of 
making the: Monarchy Arbitrary ang abſolute, and now 
they are unconcerned for the very Credit of the Monarchy. 
Are you in your right Wits? Do you think ahus to prove 
them Enemies to the King and Kingdom 2 Why» muſt thoſe 
Parliaments that are to come be as fruitleſs as thoſe that | 
are. paſt > The Miniſters may be changed, or the People 


- may change, or the very Parliament men may change ; and 


time may by Gods grace have ſtrange effe&ts. And in the 
meantime his Majeſty is not in ſuch diſmal wants of a Par- 
liament, but he can ſtay, and better none than a bad one, 

. ; a 
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a Rending: inſtead, of a Healing Parliamenf.” And' inthe 
interim his Myeſties good Subjects can rely as ſecurely up- 
on his Royal Declaration that he intends not to lay aſidethe 
uſe of Parliaments, as if there were. one now actually fir- 
ting at Weſtminſter. ; : 
owever we rejoyce, that his Majeſty ſeems reſolved to pg 

have frequent Parliaments, and hope he will be juſt to- him. © 
ſelf and us, by continuing conſtant to this Reſolagion. Tet we 
cannot but doubt in ſome degree when we rently the Speech 
made January 26. 1679.. to both Houſes, whefein he told 
them, that he was unalterably. of an Opinion, that. long in- 
tervals of Parliaments were abſolutely neceſſary for com- 
p>ſing and quicting the minds of, the People. Therefore 
which we cuzht rather to believe the Speech or the Declarati- 
on, or which is likely to laſt longeſt, a Reſolution, or an unal- 
tcrable Opinion, .zs a matter too nice for any but Court Cri- 
ticks to decide... The effeftual performance of<the laſt part of 
the promiſe will give us aſſurance of the fitſt, | 

| When, or where this Speech was ſpokeri by his Majeſty 
I cannot deviſe, for at the.time alligned there could be. 
none.. The firſt ſhort Parliament was Prorogued May 2 7. 
1679. And the ſecond mct not till OZober 21. 1 680. and. 
was Prorogucd the tenth of January tollowing.. I haveread. 
over a'l tis Myeſtics Speeches too about that time, and I 
* find not one tittle in them to this purpoſe. 

Bur it there ever wereany ſuch Speecn ſpoken (-for IL will 
not. be. poſitive there was. not ). 1t is fairly reconcileable 
with the very words of the Declaration,, tor the Statute: 
made in his Majeſlies Reign ralls. Tricaaial Parliaments, 4 17 Car.2:c-ts. 

ſrequent ca%ing, aſſembling and holding of Parliaments, which: 
yet isa very long Interval in compariion of the time his Ma-- 
.jzſty hath hitherto. interpoſed berwixt the Diſlolving or 
Prorogu'ng ot one Parliament and the fitting of another ;: 
ſo that th2 matter was not. ſo-nice. bur it :might have been 
_ deza.geterimined by a meancr Critick than our Author, what 
; | Vat. 
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hath ſh/wn his preat skill in the French Tongue in his 
learned Remarques on the Phraſe, it is a matter extremely 
ſenſible to us: And in the Latine upon the word Repullick 
or Commonwealth. If he had not from hence fought an 
occaſion to call his Majeſties Fidelity m queſtion, which 
tho it may become a Republican, is very indecent ina good 
Subje &., . : : 35 

When we ſee the real fruits of theſe utmoſt endeavours to 
extirpate Popery out of Parliament ; when we ſee the Duke of 
York no longer firſt Minifter, or rather Proteftor of theſe 
Kingdoms ; and his Creatures no longer to have the whole di- 
reftion of Afﬀairs; when we ſee that love” to our Religion and 
Laws is no longer a Crime at Court, no longer a fore-runner of 
being diſgraced and removed from all Offices and Imployments 
zn their Power. 

Thatis, when the D1 ke of Tork is ruined, and not only 
his Popiſh, but his Church of E»gland Creatures, who 
have ſhewn themſelyes ſuch by Voting againſt the Bill of 
Excluſion be laid aſide. When our Religion, ( which no 


man knows whatitis) and thatpart of the Laws which we 


Skulk behind now, to rvine all the reſt, and the King and 
Kingdom to: boot, ſhall not hinder our Preferment what- 
ever we do or fay. SET 

When theword Loyal ( which is faithful to the Law ) ſhall 
be reflored to its own meaning, and no longer ſignifie one who is 
for ſubverting the Laws, | | 

That is, when men may ſafely pretend ſo much reſpect 
to the Laws, that they may affront his Majeſty who is the 
Fountain of all Laws, and 'the Prote&tor of them, and us 
by them ; when the word Loyal ſhall have no. other ' 
relation to his -Majeſty, than the ſame word ( if in uſe 
thre) hath in Yerice, when ſpoken concerning their * 
Duke. 7 
When we ſee the Commiſſions filled with hearty Prote- 
ſtants, ( that is, with Whigs and Republicans) and the 

= ; po Laws 


(121) 
Laws executed in | earneſt againſt the Papiſts, ( and 
the Diſſenters paſſed by unpuniſhed.) The Diſcoverers of the 
Plot countenanced, or at leaſt heard, and ſuffered to give 
their Evidence, ( except when they make bold with our ſelves, 
and ſuch as Colledge, and Fitz-Harris, and the Aſſociation. . 
men, in which caſes they ought neither to be heard, nor be- 
lieved.) The Courts of Juſtice ſteady, and not avowing 
a juriſdiction one day which they difown the next, ( but 
juſt ſuch as they were in the late times.) When we ſee no 
more Grand-Juries diſcharged leſt they ſhould hear Wir- 
neſſes; nor Witneſles hurried away leſt chey ſhould inform 
Grand-Juries, (ho it were againſt his Majeſty, and when all 
Grand-Furies are of the Family of Ignoramus the Lanyer, 
and will find according to their Conſcience, tho againſt both 
their Oath and their Evidence, eſpecially when a Pyecious 
man. is in jeopardy to be hanged for ſomething done or ſaid 
againſt the King) When we ſee no more inſtruments from 
Court labouring to raiſe jealouſies of ( Afociating Petri. 
tzoning) Proteſtants, ( who have a Patent from heaven to 
retail all the fears and jealoufies that ever ſhall from hence- 
forward be put off in England, Scotland, a»d Ireland, and 
in all- other his Majeſties Dominions and Countries whatſo- 
ever. And to that purpoſe have erefted ſeveral Mints for 
the Coining of them zn London, and the parts adjacent, aud 
do maintain ſeveral Preſſes, and a great many Intelligencers 
zo colle and diſperſe the ſame for the benefit of his Majeſties 
diſcontented Subjets, who recerve much comfort by the worſt 
aud falſeſt of them, and hope to have juſt ſuch another harveſt 
in the end, as they reaped from the ſame Seed in and about 
the years 1640, 41,42, and ſo on till 1660.) When we 
ſee ſome regard had to Proteſtants abroad, (zho his Maje- 
fty ſhould be, by our defaults, brought into ſuch ſtretts as. 
hardly to be able to maintain the Government at home. ) When: 
we obſerve ſomewhat elfe to be meant by Governing ac- 


cording to Law, than barely to put them in execution againſt 
Diſſenters, 
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Diſſenrers, (i» whom our ſtrength againſt the Government doth 
chiefly conjift)che Laws made againſt Papiſts. (/n which num- 
ber we defire the Church of England men, that is, all that ſtick 


Colledges Trial, to the Religion by Law Eſtabliſhed,may be included; and) then 


we ſhall promiſe our ſelves not only frequent Parliaments, 
( but everlaſting cnes ) and all the bleſſed eftes of purſuing 
Parliamentary Councils, the Extirpation of Popery, ( and 
Pretacy,) the redreſs of Grievances, the Hlouriſhing of Laws, 
and the perfe& rAoring the Monarchy to the credit( which 
* it had in1658, and 59 ) both at home and abroad. There 
needs no time to open the Eyes of his Majeſties good 
Subje&s( rhe Whigs, and their hearts are ready prepared 
to meet him in Parliament, in order to perfeft all theſe good 
Settlements and Peace ( which are ) now wanting in Church 
and State, 
But whilſt there are ſo many little Emiſſaries imployed to 
ſow and encreafe diviſions in the Nation, as if the Miniſters 
had a mind to make his Majeſty head of a Fattion, and joyn 
himſelf to one Party in the Kingdom, who has a juſt right of 
Governing all, ( which Thuanus lib. 28. ſays was the notorious 
Folly, and occaſioned the deſtruttion of his great-Grandmother 
Mary Queen of Scots ) whilſt we ſee the ſame differences 
Promoted indultrioufly by the Court, which gave the Riſe and 
Progreſs to the late troubles, and which were once thought fit to 
be Buried in an Aft of Oblivion. 

What is meaat by the little Emiſſaries here I know nor, 
nor will I gueſs. Nor did Iever obſerve the Miniſters had 
a mind to make his Majeſty the Head of a Fa&tion, which 
your Author much blames in Z#exry II. of France too, 
when he ſuffered the Holy Leagye, the Prototype of rhe 
Aſſociation, to be ſer afoot, and propagated fo far before 
he took notice of it, that he was forced at laſt to attempt to 
make himſelf the Head of it, which was properly a Faction 
combined by an Oath againſt the Right Heir to the 
Crown, and a part of the' Natural Subje&ts. of France ; on - 

pretence 
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pretence of Religion for the Excluſion of the firſt, and 
deſtruCtion of the latter, withour, and againſt the conſent 
of the King ; which cauſed a Rebellion in France, the de- 
ſtruction ot the King, a ſooner Succeſſion of ZZenry IV. the 
right Heir, ( upon changing his Religion ) and if God had 
not prevented it, had betrayed France into the hands of the 
Spaniards, or Cantoned it into ſmall Principalities. Now, 
this is properly to make a Prince the head of a Fa&tion 
without conſideration of the Riſe of our late Troubles ; 
which ſprung from ſuch another League, but to counte- 
nance a Loyal Party more than a Rebellious one is not ſo, 
and whatever effect it had in the Reign of Queen Mary, his 
Majeſties Grandmother, ſeems the only way now to ſave 
E»gland, and prevent the need of another Act of Oblivion 
and Indemnity for all thoſe Crimes that were pardoned 
by his Majeſty, but neyer repented of by them that ated 
them. 

Whilſt we ſee then the Popiſh Intereſt ſo plainly countenanced, 
_ which was then done with caution, when every pretence of 
Prerogative i ſtrained to the utmoſt height, when Parlia- 
ments are uſed with contempt and indignity, and their Fudi- 
cature, and all their higheſt Priviledges brought in queſtion 
in inferiour Courts, we have but too good reaſon to believe tho 
every Loyal and good man does, yet the Miniſters and Favou- 
rites do but little conſider the Riſe and Progreſs of the late 
troubles, and have little deſire or caze eo preſerve their 
Country from a relapſe. 

All this is Party-per-pale a juſtification of the laſt, 
and an Exhortation to another Rebellion, upon the ſelt- 
- ſame falſe pretences only a little aggravated, becauſe the 
_—_ are more {low toa new Rebellion than they were to 
-the laſt. | 

And who( the Miniſters ) as they never yet ſhewed regard 
to Religion, Liberty, or Property, ſo they would be little 
concerned to ſee the Monarchy ſhaken off, if they might eſcape 

OS OP the 


Pag.48. 


Ibid. 


(124) 

the Vengeance of Publick Juſtice due to them for ſo long a 
courſe of Pernicious Counſels, and for Crowning all the reſt of 
their faults by thus refleftting upon that High Court, before 
which we do not doubt but we ſhall ſee them one day brought to 
Fudgment. | 

Sir, I ſuppoſe my Reader is very well informed by this 
timethar your Pen 1s no. ſſander, and I afſure you there is 
ſome hopes of ſeeing your Party one day brought in Judg- 
ment for all your 11] Courſes which have ſo much dif- 
honoured Parliaments, and by theſe repeated Threats en- 


Reade Reverentiam Pradyto 
& " beaientiam quarum altera 
Cordis, altera Corporis eft, 
Nec enim ſufficit. exteri::; 0b- 
temperare majoribus noſtris, niſt 
ex intimo Cordus Aﬀeltu ſub. 
limiter ſentiamus de 125. S.Ber- 
nard. Sesm, 3. de Advent. 
This internal reverence due 
tothe Sacred Majeſty of our 


Kings, above all other Su- 


 Perjours whatſoever is that 
which we expreſs by the 


word Lopaltp. 


deavoured to make them Odious as well as 
Dreadful to ſo many who are Loyal (not in. 
your hide-bound Notion, but) in the good old 
Chriſtian acceptation of the word, in the affe- 
ction of their Souls, of which humane Laws 


'can take no nori-2, and that not to the Law 


whichis nonſenſe, but to the King. But, Sir, 


'how can you be ſo poſitive in your Menaces, 


who in the Page before were in ſome degree of 
doubt there might be a long interval of Parlia- 
ments,and ſo you may not ſee this One deſirable 
day ; but may happen to be brought to Judg- 


ment in the interim before a higher Court for all your 
ſlanders and defamations of. your Sovereign the Lords 


Anointed ? 
And now, Sir, I have taken the ſame liberty in relation 


Concluſion. 


to you: which you rook with leſs modeſty and reaſon 
againſt all the Miniſters; and if you pleaſe: you may reply, 
and for ought I know the Preſs 5 as open for you as me, and 
I hadnot taken all thispains but to ſhew the World, your 
ſheets are as weak, and as full of Errors ; as of Malice againft 
rhe Miniſters in pretence, but againſt his Majeſty in good 
_earneſt, And if:you had beer pleaſed ro have uſed the 
name of Evil Counſe//ors inſtead 'of Miniſters, it would 
have been more apparent what you deſigned, and I do not 


in 
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in the leaſt queſtion but thereare very many Perſons in his 
Majeſties Dominions who are not only of true Engliſh cou- 
rage, but of greater inteleftuals than to be Cajoled by 
ſuch a Pamphlet as yours into anill opinion of the King, his 
Miniſters, or the Declaration, of which number in 


every reſpe&t I do acknowledge my ſelf to be one of the 


meanelſt. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


He Vindicator Pag. 43. of his Book hath concluded 

] his Character of a Commonwealth man gnd his 
Principles, with this Expreſſion, that Every wiſe fd honeſt 
man will be proud to be ranked in that number, pcrhaps yet 


all of them will not be of the ſame opinion when they have 


read that which follows, which 1 dare preſume to ſay is 
more truly drawn. 


| Heis a great Admirer of the collective body of Prote- Religion. . 


ſtants as it conſiſts of a hundred and fifty Se&s, for.any one 
of which, diſtintly conſidered, he has juſt as much venera- 
tion as[T have for the Muſulmen. He divides himſelf fo ex- 
actly betwixt the Church and a Conventicle, that he doth 
not know to which he belongs, and would gladly be excu- 
ſed from the trouble of going to either, if it were: poſſible 
to beguile the People without a-pretence to Religion and 
Devotion. 5 

He treats his Prince as the Souldiers did our Saviour, 
firſt Crowns him with Thorns, and then kneels before 
him; and mixeshis ſubmiſſions and reproaches ſo equally 


thatno man cantell which is the principal ingredient, and 
he intends to crucifie him: roo when it is ſafe ro conclude. 


He - 


the ſport. 


Loyalty. : 
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Laws. Heis ever talking of the Laws, and hath liſted 
The Republicans are eve- A parcel of them to take his part againſt all the 


_ ry day calling in the Aid of 1.1 194 with theſe, and his other Auxiliaries, 


the Law that they may over- 


throw the Law, which they and +JANO2AMUS JUries he hopes to pre- 


know to be their Ro vail. And then the Book ot Srzarures ſhall again 
mayo wy yagi 552, be reformed into a Packet of Yores and 
| Ordinances. | 
Monarchy. He hates nothing ſo heartily as he doth Monarchy and 
__. Majeſty; and thinks that as Princes were inſtituted for 
the good of their People, ſo they ought to be ſacrificed to 
it too, and in order to it he Crowns them firft with Gar- 
lands; and then lays all the fins and follies of the People 
-upon their Heads, and'is in great pain for a Knife or an Ax 
to finiſh the Attonement. 

Popery. Thenextthing he hates is Popery, of which he hath no 
| more true and determinate Notion than he had of the num- 
ber of the Hairs of his head, nor ever took more. care to 
inform himſelf of the one than the other ; and the reaſon is 
becauſe his Ignorance will excuſe him it he calls that Pope- 
ry to morrow, which was good found Proteſtantaniſm 

three days agone. | 
Oaths. He takes Oaths nor to bind, but looſe him ( as: men do 
Alloways and Rubarb,)tor the Evacuation of ſuſpicion, and 
; they have ulually the ſame effe&t upon him, only they ope- 


rate croſs-ways, and purge outall his natural good humours 


to, and leave all the bad ones behind them. 

Clergy. [iJepronounceth of a Clergy man at firſt ſight by his Ha- 
bir, all that wear Caſſocks are druvpkards, and Popiſhly 
afte&ted, the Cloak-men are all ſober Proteſtants. 

Converlati- He is ſomething fſhie of a Stranger, and therefore firſt 
_ Pumps a man before he opens himſelt; if he finds him Loyal, 
he is ſo too, but not without ſome diſlatisfaction. If the 
Party be of his own ſide, themhe cheriſherhhis malice and 


;75 T 27.4+ 04C: 


ſpite againſt rhe Governmear, by communicating his own 


to him. If the Company happen to be mixt, then he ny a 
' 
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Set of Canting Language, which ſignifies quire different 

things to the different parts of the Company, as for in- 

ſtance, Popery ſ:gnifies the Church ot ZExg/axd to one 

Party, and Arbitrary Government, Monarchy to the other 

Party quite another thing. | 

Next the King he hates moſt a Wiſe, Loyal, Miniſters. 
States-man ; and becauſe he knows it is not cf, 3 un Prine a regler les 
yet ſafe to attack the Maſter, he takes care ro Comtſans, deutant qu on 7 
repreſent all his Servants as Knaves and Tray- rfloraiyutiry 
tors, French Penſioners, and Popiſhly afte&ted, que Gejt loy meſme qui 12s com- 
for he knows that it the People can once gene- 
rally be brought to think the Court a Den of 
Thieves, the Maſter of the Family, that chuſeth and em- 
ployeth them, muſt anſwer for their miſdemeanors, as well 
as they muſt for his. - 

Next the Miniſters, his great care is to inſtil intothe Jugges and 
People a great averſion for rhe Loyal Judges and Magi Magiſtrates. 
ſtrates, bur if they warp a little, then he admires them tor S8 
carat men, and lovers of theLiberty of the People. 

But that which, next Hanging, is moſt dreadful to him Gentry, 
are the Loyal Gentry and their dependents; Theſe he 
knows can neither be wheedied nor frighted generally, and 
therefore all the Forces he provideth arc only againſt thefe 
Canaagites, who keep the good People our of the Land of 
Promiſe; or make rheirglwesquneaſie in it, by denying 
them liberty of Conicies peofany Religion, or none, 
as occaſion ſerveth; they havepreat Eſtates, good 


les empeſcher. 


meat and drink, 0 uthority, all which belong to 
the Godly. MUDIMYATIY 
After Liberty dakiauce he placeh a Lawleſs Licence Liberty and * 


to do what he liſt, and take what he pleaſe; which he calls Property. 
Property ; for he would fain havethe Hedge broken down, 
thatall mens Eſtates, Wives, and Daughters might be com- 

mon to him, which is the moſt beloyed Notion he has Rez- 
publice, of a Commonwealth. 


His 


met, parce qu'il eft oblige de 


4 


| 


Books. 


Fears and 
 Jealoulics, 


Plot. 


Priviledge, 
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_ His Study-is well ſtuffed. with ſeditious Pamphlets and 
intelligences, but his Staple Author is the Leviathan, which 
he hath read ten tires: oftener. than the Bible, and- Pra- 
Ctiſeth a thouſand times more, yet he hatha good Parcel of 
other Commonwealth Authors too, and admires nothing in 


: the Greeks and Romans but their hatred to Monarchy, and 


love of Liberty and Popular Governments, and were it not 
for this, would be contented all their Books were burnt. 
When all things are well he trights the little Folk with 
PrediCtions of what may be, or is intended ſhall be, and 
the leſs probable-the thing is, the more cafily. it is ſometimes 
believed. Only. the wonder is, :men ſhould court Fear, 


and fall in love with Jealouſie : which are uneaſie Paſſions 


rothem, bur profitable to: our Gentleman, who to create 
them in his Followers, pretends himſelf horribly over-run 


with them; when indeed his only fear is, he ſhould not 


(after ſomapy Cheats put uponthe People ) be belieyed. 
The Plot and the Duke are.his two great: Pretences, and 
he wiſheth they may never fail till he hath overthrown the 
Monarchy, for then he ſhall want his beſt handles to take 
the People by. | Fitk. | 
Priviledge of Parliament is his laſt retreat, and if that-. 
fails, then he muſt rake Achztophels courſe; and fet his houſe 
in Order, to providetor what follows. | 


Hed belongs to lib Pool? 
Aaay 


c 


An Advertiſement, 


He Author of this Diſcourſe being out of diſtance 

to attend the Preſs, finds ſeveral Errata's init, which 

he recommends to the Candour of the Intelligent Reader, 
as matters of little or no Importance to the Frame or 
Scope of his Deſign, But in the Page 99. he finds a very 


Groſs Miſtake, by leaving out of one Entire Line in the -_ 


Manuſcript, which he Imputes to a ſlip of the Compoſi- 
tors, there being Two Lines together beginning with the 
Two ſame Words, viz, | Have a The Error runs thus. 
As ſoon as ever the Bill paſs, the Duke will have a Right 
to make a War upon England, even in his Majeſties Life- 
time. Which is not only a Contcadiction to the Reaſor: 
and Jnſtice of the Caſe, but to the Do@rine allo of the 
Author 1n ſeveral Patlages of the Book. Wherefore it 1s 
deſired that it may be Re&ified according to the Original 
Manuſcript; That is to ſay, 

So ſoon as ever the Bill paſs, the Duke. will have a 
kind of Popular Colour, though he cannot have a 
Right, to make a War upon England , egyen in his 
Majeſties Life-time. 


